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Dechert to Sensenbrenner

August 24, 2005

I might add [and I’m certain that you don’t need to be reminded] that the Senate has twice previously overwhelmingly acted favorably on the granting of a charter to our organization. 

Other considerations aside, concerns are increasingly voiced by Korean military and government associates concerning our lack of “status.” They consider the refusal to be an affront to their own Country, and less than adequate recognition and appreciation of the Republic of Korea and their efforts supporting the US in the global war on terrorism.

 

Upon the return of the 109th Congress our association will be conducting a concerted grassroots, door-to-door campaign informing congressional representatives and friends about this legislation and the various positions their representatives hold. We want to include statements regarding your position. Will you clarify your position on this bill to the Korean War Veterans?

 

The Korean War Veterans Association would be most honored to thank you for bringing this bill, favorably, out of committee in a most timely way. In fact, our annual convention will be meeting in Bossier City, Louisiana, October 2-5. You are urged to send your greetings, and position, to the membership, as well as providing a letter to be printed in the Program Booklet. 

If I can be of further help in getting this bill through the House, please, let me know.

 

Thank you for your help and the leadership that you can give to the many Korean War Veterans that are concerned with this vital issue.

 

Respectfully yours,

Louis T Dechert
National President, KWVA, USA

Executive Council, IFKWVA

Co-Chairman, USFKVO
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May 21, 2006





The Honorable F James Sensenbrenner, Jr.


US Representative


Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary


2138 Rayburn House Office Building �Washington, DC 20515





Dear Mr. Sensenbrenner,





I regret being forced to contact you again in writing, by mail, regarding the incredible and completely unjustified prejudicial manner with which the Committee on the Judiciary has appeared to deal with our organization. You have successively presided over the defeat of H.R. 952, 107th Congress, H.R. 1043, 108th Congress, and (thus far) H.R. 3476, 109th Congress. Each of these measures were bills to “grant a Federal charter to Korean War Veterans Association, Incorporated.” 





This week more and more of our membership have grown restive over the intolerable dishonorable treatment they have perceived coming from your office on this matter. It was amazing to me that when they contacted your district and national offices they were told that this matter had never been brought to your attention! Inquirers were then treated with what they perceived to be the “go around.” My representatives hand-delivered a letter from me to your office in early September 2005 (attached).





This perceived high-handed treatment is certain to elicit increasing hostility among the six million veterans of Korea in this nation. I hope that it will also be resented by members of the committee who have cosponsored H.R. 3476—Reps Green, Conyers, Boucher, Delahunt, Lee, Lofgren, Meehan, Sanchez, Van Hollen, and Wexler—and the other 107 Representatives who have cosponsored, thus far.  





In the newspaper this morning I read an interesting statement by Representative Filner a member of the committee. In discussing homeless and jobless veterans he termed the situation “a moral failure of this nation.” I submit to you, sir, that congressional treatment that our six million veterans of Korea have received is in and of itself a moral failure of this nation. 





I urge, in closing, that you consider the message at the following website and do your duty as our members have done in Korea, 1950 through to this very hour.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.kwva.org/charter/p_060516_hr_3476_bill_ad_1.htm" ��http://www.kwva.org/charter/p_060516_hr_3476_bill_ad_1.htm�





Sincerely,








Louis T Dechert


National President, KWVA/US





encl as



































August 24, 2005


 








The Honorable F. James Sensenbrenner, Jr.


Representative Wisconsin-5th District


Chair, Committee on the Judiciary


2449 Rayburn House Office Building


Washington, DC 20515-4905


 


Re:  H.R. 3476


 


Dear Representative Sensenbrenner,


 


As President of the Korean War Veterans Association, Inc., I am concerned for the well-being of the approximately seven and one half million American Military Service members that served in the Korean War during actual hostilities and in subsequent roles to preserve the freedom and independence of the Republic of Korea and the security of the United States in the Far East. 


 


On July 27, 2005, the 52nd Anniversary of the signing of the Korean Armistice Agreement, Representative Steny H. Hoyer introduced H.R. 3476, accompanied with this comment:  Granting this Federal Charter, at no cost to the government, is a small expression of our appreciation for the extraordinary courage and sacrifice of our forces in Korea and will afford the Association the same status as other major veteran organizations.


 


This Association is the only fraternal veterans association in our nation devoted exclusively to Korea veterans and their cares and concerns. It is also the only US member of the International Federation of Korean War Veterans Associations – IFKWVA, Seoul, Korea. I presently serve on the Executive Council of the world body. Thus, the KWVA is the only veterans group bringing US veterans of Korea to world attention.
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