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I hope everyone had a 

purposeful Memorial 

Day.  

The KWVA had the 

honor of participating at the Memorial 

Day Ceremony at Arlington National 

Cemetery. KWVA Members boarded 

buses at Fort Myer at 8:45 a.m. and made 

their way to Box 25. We conversed with 

the American Legion National officers 

and Medal of Honor recipient LeRoy 

Petry, who sat with us for a short period of 

time. LeRoy, a U.S. Army Ranger, was 

wounded in Afghanistan, which resulted 

in the amputation of his hand.  

The box had no shade and the heat was 

bearing down on us all, especially those in 

the open amphitheater. Our phones shut 

down from the heat. Tom McHugh’s 

grandsons and Associate Members Kyle 

and Steven Jr. made up our outstanding 

color guard.  

By the time we had laid our wreath and 

boarded the buses, it was almost 4 p.m. It 

was a long, but wonderful, day of com-

radery and patriotism.  KWVA PAC Fred 

Lash attended the ceremony at the Korean 

War Memorial. 

KWVA National Secretary Harold 

Trieber and I attended the TAPS (Tragedy 

Assistance Program for Survivors) 

Convention and met many of the volun-

teers who take care of the children of our 

fallen. It was very impressive. We later 

made our way to Bethesda to visit our 

wounded warriors and pass out challenge 

coins. Prior to this, I, Harold, Tom 

McHugh and family all paid our respects 

to our fallen at the Korean War Memorial.  

We need everyone to support the 

KWVA Fundraiser. Inflation is affecting 

postage, paper, ink, shirts, hats, embroi-

dering, and logistics for everything we do. 

Please continue to support the fundraiser, 

which keeps our dues down. I am hoping 

to bring in over $100,000. Unlike some 

other organizations, we have to work for 

every dime we bring in. Your support is 

greatly appreciated. 

I, Harold Trieber, and Chapter 189 

Commander Joe Sicinski helped dedicate 

the new Daytona, FL, Military Museum, 

to which the KWVA donated a Chosin 

Few lithograph. There was quite a crowd, 

including members from several VSOs, a 

big display on the Korean War, and some 

Korean DMZ items. (See the photos in the 

Chapters section on pp. 39.) 

KWVA National Director Rocky 

Harder represented the KWVA at a June 

25th ceremony at the Korean War 

Memorial and invited the Korean 

Ambassador and staff to our National 

Meeting in San Antonio, TX. The KWVA 

was invited by the Korean Embassy to the 

ceremony and reception, at which Rocky 

gave an outstanding speech. KWVA PAC 

Fred Lash was in attendance taking pic-

tures and KWVA National Chaplain Paul 

Kim was present. 

Please register for our National 

Meeting in San Antonio. Tom Cacy is 

doing an outstanding job setting up the 

itinerary. There will be some big surprises 

at the National Meeting. I won’t be able to 

put anything out until we get closer to the 

date. The news will greatly benefit the 

KWVA. 

I and Harold will be going to the 

Wreaths Across America (WAA) to give 

them a donation and tag trees with 

deceased KWVA members’ dog tags. 

WAA not only has a KWVA area of acres 

of trees to tag in Maine, but it also honors 

our Korea Veterans by placing wreaths on 

their graves during the holiday season.  

We are going to be getting a new VAVS 

Director who will accumulate all the hours 

of our chapters who volunteer at the VA 

Hospitals. It is important to send all 

monthly hours to the KWVA Office. The 

new director will be named soon after we 

get the paper work squared away with the 

VA. 

If you have an active Tell America 

Program, please notify Sheila Fritts at our 

Charleston, IL office. I would like to get 

all the chapters who are getting into the 

schools the recognition they deserve. It is 

important to educate these students on the 

true history of the Korean War and the 

aftermath. 

Korean War Memorial Founder Bill 

Weber passed and was interred at Arlington 

National Cemetery. Unfortunately, none of 

our National officers were informed of the 

ceremony and did not attend. We did send 

Bill’s wife Annelie and family flowers 

after the fact. We will be naming a KWVA 

Scholarship after Colonel Bill Weber.  

I have known Bill for two decades. He 

and his wife Annelie visited my son 

Vincent when he was wounded and recov-

ering at Bethesda in 2007. Bill was a spe-

cial man who only came around once in a 

lifetime. We are all going to miss him. 

Rest in Peace, Brother! 

Remember, every member is a 

recruiter. 

Incidentally, the KWVA contingent that 

joined me at the Washington D.C. cere-

monies on Memorial Day included 

KWVA National Secretary Harold Trieber, 

KWVA National 2nd Vice President Tom 

McHugh, KWVA National Director 

Colonel Rocky Harder, KWVA Life 

Member Colonel Brendan Cullinan, 

KWVA Legacy Member Thomas Fay, 

KWVA Legacy Member Steven McHugh, 

KWVA Legacy Member Sara McHugh 

(Photographer), KWVA Legacy Member 

Kyle McHugh (Honor Guard), and 

KWVA Legacy Member Steven McHugh 

Jr. (Honor Guard.). (see photos on page 5) 

Sincerely 

KWVA National President 

Jeffrey J. Brodeur

From the President 
Jeffrey J. Brodeur, M.A./C.A.G.S.

Please register for our National Meeting in San Antonio. 
Tom Cacy is doing an outstanding job setting up the itin-
erary. There will be some big surprises at the National 
Meeting. The news will greatly benefit the KWVA.
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PRESIDENT from page 2

KWVA contingent at Arlington National Cemetery for Memorial 
Day observance 

Preview of Wall of Remembrance at Korean War Veterans Memorial in Washington 

KWVA National Chaplain Paul Kim, 
Director Rocky Harder, and ROK Army 
Defense Attache’ Major General 
KyungKoo Lee (R-L) at Washington 
D.C. event 

Rocky Harder, 
ROK Ambassador 
Cho Tae-Yong, 
and Paul Kim  (L-
R) at Washington 
D.C. Memorial 
Day commemora-
tion

National KWVA President Jeff Brodeur and National KWVA 
Secretary Harold Trieber (L) at Korean War Veterans 
Memorial in Washington D.C. 

Have a Mini-Reunion? 
Send your photos and a short write-up 

to  

The Graybeards editor  

for publication!  

Sharparthur@aol.com
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From the Secretary 
Harold Trieber

BUSINESS

I recently returned from attending Memorial Day ceremonies at 

Arlington National Cemetery. What do we know about the his-

tory of Memorial Day? 

Memorial Day, formerly known as Decoration Day in the 

United States, is a holiday celebrated on the last Monday in May 

to honor those who have died in the nation’s wars. It originated 

during the American Civil War when citizens placed flowers on 

the graves of those who had been killed in battle.  

The birthplace of the holiday was in October 1864, when 

three women in Boalsburg, Pennsylvania (see below) are said to 

have decorated the graves of loved ones who died during the 

Civil War. They returned in July 1865 with many of their fellow 

citizens for a general commemoration.  

In Columbus, Mississippi the first formal observance for both 

the Union and Confederate dead was held in 1866. Waterloo, 

New York was cited as the birthplace. In 1868 John A. Logan, the 

Commander in Chief of the Grand Army of the Republic, an 

organization of Union veterans, promoted a national holiday on 

May 30th for the purpose of placing flowers and decorating the 

graves of comrades who died during the Civil War. 

After World War I, as the day came to be observed in honor 

of those who had died in all U.S. wars, the name was changed 

from Decoration Day to Memorial Day. In 1971 Congress stan-

dardized the holiday as ‘’Memorial Day’’ and changed its obser-

vance to the last Monday in May. 

Memorial Day is observed with the laying of a wreath at the 

Tomb of the Unknowns in Arlington National Cemetery. As your 

Secretary, I had the honor and privilege of attending the 154th 

Memorial Day observance along with our KWVA National 

President, 2nd Vice President, KWVA DC Liaison & Director, 

and five KWVA members, two of whom presented our colors. 

On Monday our KWVA group assembled at 8:15 am at the 

Fort Myer Base parking lot. (Technically, it is 

now known as Joint Base Myer-Henderson 

Hall. On October 1, 2009, Henderson Hall 

Marine Corps installation management functions joined Fort 

Myer, precipitating the name change.) Before loading onto the 

first bus, we were given our seat assignments to Box 25.  

When the bus was full, we left from Fort Myer at 9:15 for 

Arlington to the security checkpoint at the amphitheater. Our 

group had very little problem entering the amphitheater. Box 25 

was located directly across from the speakers’ podium. We set-

tled into our seats at 10:15.  

The temperature was in the high 90s and the sun was directly 

in our faces. There was a small bottle of water and a program on 

each seat. The parade of the flags was slated to begin at 11:30 

a.m. Needless to say, it was like being in a sauna. Our group 

removed their jackets and hung them over the backs of their 

seats. At one point our cell phones overheated and stopped work-

ing.  

The “Parade of Flags” went off on time. However, President 

Biden was over 45 minutes late and the ceremony did not start 

until 12:40. Worse, the wreath laying ceremony did not start until 

2 p.m. We put on our jackets, left the amphitheater, and waited in 

KWVA wreath at the Korean War Memorial
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the heat to place the KWVA Wreath at the Tomb of the 

Unknowns. (A quick anecdote: the KWVA was the 21st VSO to 

lay a wreath, which was a plus for us.) All nine of us placed the 

KWVA wreath at the Tomb of the Unknowns. 

By the time we found a bus to take us back to Fort Myer to 

pick up our vehicles and return to our hotel, it was close to 4 p.m. 

and we were totally exhausted. On the previous Saturday, 

President Brodeur and I paid our respect to our fallen comrades 

at the Korean War Memorial. On Sunday morning we paid a visit 

to the national meeting of TAPS (Tragedy Assistance Program 

for Survivors) and had a private meeting with some of the pro-

gram managers and director. TAPS is the national non-profit 

organization providing comfort, care, and resources to all those 

grieving the death of a military loved one. There were hundreds 

of children and mentors at the event, providing activities for all 

these children.  

After making the rounds at the TAPS conference, we drove 

over to the Walter Reed National Military Medical Center and 

visited the TBI (Traumatic Brain 

Injuries) Ward to talk with some of the 

patients and gave challenge coins and 

patches to the patients and nurses on 

the ward.  

We continued our visit to Ward 4C 

to meet with a severely injured 

amputee. We gave him much encour-

agement, along with well-appreciated 

Challenge Coins. Jeff and I visited the 

first Fisher House that was located on 

the hospital grounds. It was a totally 

awesome Memorial Day weekend. 

Freedom is not Free, 

Harold Trieber, KWVA National 
Secretary 

NOTE: Boalsburg, Pennsylvania is 

considered the birthplace of Memorial 

Day. This charming and patriotic small 

town is still reminiscent of the early 

19th century, yet is located only five 

minutes from Penn State University. Boalsburg has it all: charm-

ing hotels, bed & breakfast accommodations, casual and fine din-

ing restaurants, and unique specialty shops, all with the added 

benefit of old-fashioned small town charm. 

In addition to Boalsburg’s lovely local Victorian style bed and 

breakfast accommodations, Boalsburg also boasts many histori-

cal and educational attractions, including the Columbus Chapel 

and Boal Mansion Museum, which boasts pieces of the “true 

cross” and the Pennsylvania Military Museum 28th Division 

Shrine with daily tours. Visit the Boalsburg Heritage Museum for 

more info on all available tours. 

Each year, locals and tourists come together to participate in 

the traditional Memorial Day celebration. This festival attracts 

nearly 25,000 visitors and includes a parade, a community walk 

to the cemetery, arts and crafts, military reenactments, and more.  

Pop by this quaint town just minutes from downtown State 

College for your history fix. 

Harold Trieber (L) and Jeff Brodeur (R) 
with TAPS representatives

NOTE: Some contributors are submitting reunion notices barely a few days or 
weeks before the actual gatherings. Please allow at least four months—six or 
more is better—if you want your reunion notices printed in more than one issue 
and in enough time to give potential attendees adequate notice to make plans to 
be there. 
NOTE #2: All dates are subject to change due to Coronavirus considerations. 
Check with contacts listed re changes, cancellations, postponements, etc.  
The Graybeards is not responsible for the content or accuracy of reunion 
notices. 

SEPTEMBER 
The Chosin Few, Sept. 7-11, Hilton Crystal City, Washington Reagan National 
Airport, 2399 Richmond Hwy, Arlington, VA 22202 (703) 418-6800 or (800) 

445-8667. Jerry Wadley; Headquarters@chosinfew.org 
25th Inf. Div. Assn., Sept. 25-Oct. 2, Honolulu, HI. Sarah Krause, PO Box 7, 
Flourtown, PA 19031. Fax: 215-366-5707; email: TropicLtn@aol.com; website 
at www.25thida.org 

OCTOBER 
Korean War Veterans Assn., Oct. 24-28, 2022, San Antonio, TX. See details on 
pgs 28 & 29.  
USS Hornet and USS Constellation Joint Reunion (CV-8, CV/CVA/CVS-12) 
and (CVA/CV-64). All Ship’s Officers, Air Groups, Crew, Marines and Families 
Welcomed. Sept. 12-17, Buffalo, NY, Millennium Hotel Buffalo. Hornet Web Site: 
https://usshornetassn.com/; Constellation Web Site: https://ussconstellation.org/ 

Reunion Calendar: 2022
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If this happens to you…

Occasionally members’ issues of The Graybeards get dam-

aged in transit. If this happens to you contact the member-

ship office for a replacement. The editorial staff does not have 

extra copies to distribute. And, sending your request could cause 

a delay in getting your request processed since the editorial office 

operates on a less-frequent schedule than does the vitally impor-

tant Membership Office, which is the heart of the KWVA. 

By Dee P. Thinker 
Pictured is a 1951 Safe Conduct pass 

signed by General Matthew B. Ridgway. Did 

they really encourage enemy soldiers to sur-

render?  

Try to put yourself in the enemy’s posi-

tion. He picks up a safe conduct pass 

dropped from a plane and thinks, 

“Hmmm…maybe I should surrender. 

Conditions have to be better in a prison 

camp than here. Will they really send me 

to a prison camp? Maybe because I am 

surrendering voluntarily they’ll give me 

a break and send me somewhere else. 

Home, maybe? Nah, I’ll just get shot 

there by my own people. 

“And, if I go to a prison camp my fel-

low prisoners might find out I surren-

dered voluntarily and beat me to death. 

That’s no better than getting shot.” 

So, he ponders the question a bit 

more. 

“Suppose I do want to surrender. 

When do I do it? In a firefight? Do I 

just throw my weapon down, tap a 

GI on the shoulder, show him the 

pass, and say ‘I give up?’” That 

won’t work. He will probably shoot me in 

the heat of the battle. Then the pass will be 

useless.” 

Good thinking on the enemy’s part. What 

alternative exists? 

Somebody going to shoot me. But who?©

Please turn to PASS on page 11 
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The Editor’s Desk© 
Art Sharp

The most mysterious men in 

Korea© 

“At 2:40 next afternoon they met the 

last Marine battalion coming up from the 

point where an Army task force had 

relieved them. Army engineers had com-

pleted a temporary bridge across one deep 

valley where the Chinese had partially 

destroyed the existing span, and the 

Marines were over the last big obstacle. 

From here to Hamhung it was just a cold 

ride.”1 

And how, pray tell, did that bridge get 

there? Did the engineers build it at the val-

ley? Buy it their local hardware store and 

deliver it in trucks? Did the bridge just fall 

out of the sky? Oh, wait: it did. But the 

public wouldn’t have known that, or who 

dropped it, because their names didn’t 

seem important at the time. They are 

now—but who remembers them?    

Perhaps the least known, but most sig-

nificant, heroes of the Korean War 

between June 25, 1950 and January 1, 

1951 were the crew members of the C-

119s that dropped the M2 bridge sections 

at Funchilin Pass to allow the remnants of 

the 1st Marine Division and their 

warfighting comrades to reach relative 

safety at Hungnam. Who were they? The 

answer to that question is as difficult to 

find as is an accurate count of the 

snowflakes that fell on those troops along 

the route from Yudam-ni to the evacuation 

site. 

Most accounts of the bridge repair and 

crossing don’t even mention the U.S. Air 

Force. Consider this example: 

“The breakout was difficult. One 

Marine company was almost wiped out 

and defended a pass that allowed other 

units to make the link from Yudam-ni to 

Hagaru-ri. Farther south the Chinese had 

blown up a bridge. Army engineers air-

lifted bridge sections, dropping them 

using the world’s biggest parachutes.”2 

Was Rodney Dangerfield flying one of 

those “Army” planes dropping the bridge 

sections? You, know, the “I don’t get no 

respect” comedian. Certainly those Air 

Force crews didn’t get any! The C-119s 

passed into oblivion and so did they. 

There is only one surviving C-119 from 

the Battle at the Chosin Reservoir. From 

March 1950 to November 1952, this air-

craft was assigned to the 314th Troop 

Carrier Group stationed at Ashia Air Base, 

Japan, flying direct combat support mis-

sions during the Korean War. This aircraft 

has a significant Korean War combat his-

tory.  

It is the second oldest C-119 in exis-

tence and it is the only surviving aircraft 

from the operation that air-dropped 

mobile bridge sections to Marines during 

the Chosin Reservoir breakout. It has been 

restored and is ready for display at the Air 

Mobility Command Museum at Dover, 

DE after a dedication ceremony tentative-

ly scheduled for October 1, 2022. Not 

only have the rest of the planes on that 

mission passed out of existence, but so, 

apparently, have the names of the crew 

members who flew them. The C-119 

crews were “mystery men”—even to the 

U.S. Air Force. 

Jeff Brown, editor of the Hangar 
Digest newsletter of the aforementioned 

museum, is looking for some of them. “Do 

you know of anyone who might have 

information on the men who flew the C-

119s that delivered the M2 bridge sections 

at Chosin?” he asked. 

I’m sure I’ve probably checked with 

you before on this; apparently, the Air 

Force has no records of their names. The 

daughter of Lt Col Royal Thompson just 

sent me a photo of her father with several 

enlisted men who look to have been part 

of his aircrew on that mission. 

They are Sgt William H. Berkley, TSgt 

Otis Dewey Graham, SSgt Stanley J. 

Biscobel, TSgt John C. Germany, SSgt 

Thurman A. Taylor, and TSgt Thomas F. 

McAllister. 

I have to say that for all the writing 

about the Chosin campaign, there’s not 

much out there on the Air Force’s contri-

bution, particularly the bridge drop. I’m 

hoping to be able to honor those men as 

well,” he concluded. “I’ve come across a 

listing of 314thTCG personnel at the time 

they were deployed, along with their 

hometowns. There’s quite a few names, 

but I can try to see if any of them are still 

with us.” 

They should be honored. Their feat has 

never received the attention it deserves. If 

they hadn’t dropped those bridge sections 

with as much accuracy as they could 

under the conditions, the outcome of the 

Korean War might have been different. 

They flew in, flew out, completed their 

mission, and went home in anonymity. 

How many of the Marines and Soldiers 

who reached Hungnam paused to give 

them silent thanks or even wondered who 

they were? 

Perhaps somewhere on a city street 

after the war ended one of the survivors of 

the Battle of the Chosin Reservoir walked 

past a crew member of one of the C-119s 

who saved his life and failed to acknowl-

edge him. How could he? No one remem-

bers who flew those C-119s. Their names 

have been lost to posterity. Their deed has 

not. Those “mystery men” should be 

acknowledged. If only we knew who they 

were. 

If anyone knows who crewed any of 

those planes please let Jeff Brown know. 

He can be reached at piffbrown1898 

@gmail.com. 

EDITOR’S NOTES: My email address has 
changed to sharparthur@aol.com. Please 
use the new address starting immediately. 
I still have copies of “The Hoengsong Valley 
Massacre: Command Collapse or Chaos?” 
available. See the announcement on p. 23. 

1  Washington D.C. Evening Star, Dec. 
17, 1950
2  Baton Rouge, LA, Advocate, Nov. 26, 
2000, p. 122

Was Rodney Dangerfield flying one of those “Army” planes drop-
ping the bridge sections? You, know, the “I don’t get no respect” comedian. 
Certainly those Air Force crews didn’t get any! 
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By Al McCarthy,  
National Membership Recruiting Chairman 

Recruiting is high on the list of every organization’s priorities 

if it wants to preserve its legacy, achieve its goals, and 

secure the future of the organization for generations to come. To 

that end, the KWVA has printed and distributed to chapter com-

manders a unique recruiting tool: Post-it Notes! 

Each Post-it Note contains three specific ways people can 

learn about and approach the KWVA.  There’s a Quick Response 

Code (QRC) that young, savvy vets can scan on their mobile 

phones and be taken directly to the KWVA web page containing 

information about the KWVA, including an application.  

For those who don’t have a QRC scanner on their mobile 

phone they can take the Post-it home and enter the KWVA web 

address on their personal computer and access our home 

page: www.KWVA.US. 

The recruiting Post-it also contains the address of the KWVA 

Facebook page, which will introduce them to the range of current 

and past activities highlighting the vibrancy of the 

organization: Facebook.com/kwvausa/. 

The success of the program lies squarely on the shoulders of 

chapter commanders distributing Post-its to their members and 

their members “posting” the notes in conspicuous places with 

high volume visibility. For example, place a Post-it in each mag-

azine that you leave at the barber shop or at Veteran Centers; post 

on bulletin boards of social and fraternal organizations, as well as 

grocery stores and sub shops; and don’t ignore posting at car 

shows, military vehicle shows, fundraisers, etc. Carry them with 

you in case you meet a vet who served at any time in Korea; just 

peel a Post-it and give it to him/her. Be creative! If you find a hot 

spot that works, share it with me and others. 

Now go forth and bring in our brother and sister Korea vets. 

Al McCarthy, mccarthy.albert@live.com 

BUSINESS

Recruiting – Peel a Post-it

Scholarship Winners 

We congratulate the 2022 KWVA Scholarship winners listed 
below: 
               Recipient                                    School 
O Mikayla Renee Crump                University of North Carolina  
O Sophie McKenna Fournier          University of Miami 
O Amanda Jane Dietrich Golino     University of Virginia 
O Calais Amanda                           Kennesaw State University 
O Connor Joseph Heinlein              Towson State University 
O Jaret Nathaniel Jones                 Auburn University 
O Aidan Kennedy                            Michigan State University 
O Ryan Kennedy                            Liberty University 
O Katherine Lawrence                    Unirversity of Hawaii at Manoa 
O Opal Denese McElroy                   University of Southern California 

Holiday and continuing series 
stories wanted for 2022 
Is it too early to say “Bah, humbug?” 

The Donald Thornburg story p. 20 is a 

reminder that Christmas-time and late-

year holiday stories enhance the contents of 

our magazine. It is also an example of the 

stories we like to see for our holiday issue. We are 

soliciting holiday stories for the November/ 

December 2022 issue of The Graybeards and for our 

standard ongoing series. Let’s start building our holiday inven-

tory now.  

Please send your stories, photos, and art work describing 

anything memorable, special, or routine that occurred in 

Korea, Japan, stateside, en route or returning…anywhere you 

might have been…involving you, your unit, your friends…on 

the year-end holidays, e.g., Thanksgiving, Christmas, 

Hanukah, New Year’s Day, Boxing Day, Kwanza… The mate-

rial can relate to war time or peacetime. Hopefully we will get 

enough stories, photos, and art work to fill the issue.  

Hey, it’s never too early to get a start on our holiday issue. 

Send your stories and photos to Arthur G. Sharp, The 

Graybeards Holiday Editor, 2473 New Haven Circle, Sun City 

Center, FL 33573. Or, submit them electronically to 

sharparthur@aol.com. 

We are also looking for stories in our continuing “Where 

was I on July 27th?” and “Humor in Korea” series. You can 

use the same addresses as above. (Note: Submissions to our 
ongoing series might appear in other sections of the magazine 
such as Feedback when conditions warrant, i.e., to fill a hole 
or complement another story.) 
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Bernard A. “Bernie” Smith, National 

Director of the KWVA and Treasurer of 

Chapter 299, passed away on June 7, 2022 at 

age 92. A funeral Mass was celebrated at Holy 

Family Parish Church at Monument Square, Concord, MA on 

June 21st. Burial with U.S. Army honors followed at St. 

Bernard’s Cemetery, also in Concord. 

Charles Marwood was featured in a Pittsburgh Post-
Gazette article on May 30, 2022. He had a great message 

about staying active and vocal on U.S.-Korea policy. He is 

justifiably proud of being on 

the front page of the paper! I 

sent him a note of congratu-

lations. (Thanks to Associate 

Member James Patterson for 

notifying us of this article.)  

Tim Stoy’s book, 

“Sharpen Your Bayonets,” 

the biography of LtGen John 

Wilson (“Iron Mike”) 

O’Daniel, has been picked 

up by Casemate Publishers, 

which is currently editing it. 

Tom noted, “We’ll see how 

much they chop, but it will 

get Iron Mike’s story out to 

the masses, which is the purpose of his work. They have done 

a great cover.” (See the cover nearby) 

We wish him luck with the sales. We will let interested 

parties know where to get copies once the book becomes 

available.  

BUSINESS

Members in the

“Well, I can sneak across the lines at night when my comrades 

aren’t watching me. If they see me leaving they will shoot me. But, 

if I manage to reach enemy lines those guys over there will want a 

password. Half of them don’t know or remember the password. I 

don’t even speak English. How am I going to say it so they’ll 

understand even if I do learn what it is? And if I don’t have it they 

will shoot me.” 

His options are getting fewer and fewer. 

“Hey, maybe I can reach the enemy lines thing half-way. I’ll 

sneak away at night, hide in some bushes, and wait for one of their 

never-ending patrols. When they get near I’ll emerge from my hid-

ing place, show them the pass, and put myself at their mercy. What 

can go wrong with that plan? 

“On second thought, that might not work either. Trigger happy 

patrol members might shoot me out of surprise. And even if they 

don’t shoot me they won’t want me to join the patrol, since they’ll 

be afraid it’s a trick and I am there only to alert my buddies, who 

will ambush them. So what will they do then? I got it: they’ll shoot 

me.  

“Maybe they’d abort the patrol and take me back to their lines. 

After all, they know the password, and their mission may be just 

to capture a prisoner. I will just show the interrogators my safe con-

duct pass. That’s probably my best option. But what if they don’t 

want to play that game? Ummm, they’ll just shoot me.”  

All choices considerd, a nagging question remains for the pon-

dering enemy: “Will the allied troops even honor the Safe Conduct 

Pass? They are probably as tired of fighting this war as I am, but 

they might also think that the best way to end it is to shoot as many 

enemies as possible. What’s one more dead commie?” 

The enemy soldier realizes that his options are limited. There is 

no best choice. He drops the pass on the ground and returns to real-

ity. He acknowledges to himself that the chances of his using it 

successfully are pretty slim. He is better off where he is, even 

though he knows that eventually he will be shot by someone some-

where. That is the reality of war—and no Safe Conduct Pass is 

going to change that. Were they really worth the cost of printing 

and delivering them? 

Thanks to Stan Destwolinski, 1602 NE Riverside Dr. #40, 

McMinniville, OR 97128 for sending us the pass.

 PASS from page 8

Editor’s office hours 

Editor Sharp’s office hours, such as 
they are, are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. EST, 
Monday-Friday. He is not an employee 
of the KWVA, so his hours vary.
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T
he year was 2010. I was work-

ing traffic as a “Motor Officer” 

in a heavily run two-lane busi-

ness district in Central 

“Bumertown,” as some local 

folks call Bremerton, Washington. (A Motor 

Officer was a cop on a motorcycle.) I was sit-

ting on my “motor,” working east-bound 

lanes of travel for speeders when I saw him 

coming on foot right at me.  

I'd seen him around the 7/11 “stop & rob” 

store downtown with the rest of the panhan-

dlers at the 0601 (a.m.) hours. They were 

mostly drinkers waiting for the beer light 

sales to start. I'd watched him pick through 

the outdoor ash trays for cigarette butts. I 

estimated him at around 80+ plus years old.  

I’d been assigned downtown for traffic 

control due to a higher than normal collision 

rate and speeder issues. When I first started 

seeing him I wondered when we’d be col-

lecting him as an assault victim. Now he was 

closing in on me and my motor. He was 

wearing overalls and looking rather clean for 

a streetwalker. 

The old dude in clean overalls strolled 

right up to me and hopped on the right-side 

footrest of my Police Harley frame. He 

grabbed ahold of my handlebars, and said, ''I 

haven't rode on one of these since I was kid 

like this!!'' He jumped off quickly and 

backed up, awaiting my reaction.   

I holstered my Lidar speed gun, a laser 

operated speed device, into a saddle bag. I 

dropped my motor kickstand, sat back on my 

motor seat, and asked this gentleman, ''So 

what's your story?” 

Tom—that was his name—didn’t say 

much. I told him I'd been observing him run-

ning with the panhandlers around the 7/11 

store. He piped up saying, ''I'm not home-

less!' Hell, that's just for fun.” 

“Fun?” I asked.  

“Yeah,” he responded. “I like roaming 

around the city seeing what's out here.” 

Tom then asked how long I had been a 

cop.  

“Since I was discharged from the Army,” 

I told him. 

Tom told me that he had been in both the 

Marines and the Army. I asked which Army 

unit. He said 2nd Infantry Division. I asked 

him what years he had served there.  

“1950-1951,” he responded.  

That was right up my alley. I'm all about 

Korean War history, and I'm about to teach 

this hobby bum a lesson—or not. 

Recalled to Service 
When I pushed a little more about how he 

ended up in the 2nd Infantry Division during 

the Korean War Tom related a story that edu-

cated me on a little-known battle that 

occurred in February 1951 in Korea. Tom 

explained that it started in October 1950. He 

had been working for the Puget Sound Naval 

Shipyard since the spring of 1950 when 

Uncle Sam sent him a notice that he was 

being recalled to military service.  

Tom was a Marine combat rifleman vet-

eran of WWII. He'd fought those island cam-

paigns from 1943 until he was honorably dis-

charged in July 1945 as a PFC. He came 

home, married, and found his way to the 

shipyard for a good job. Then Korea hap-

pened. His job was held for him while Uncle 

Sam borrowed him ''again'' for Harry 

Truman's “Police Action,” as it was called in 

1950. 

This time Tom was sent to the Army as a 

grunt with the rank of Corporal. He became a 

replacement within the 2nd Infantry Division, 

38th Infantry Regiment, which had been bat-

tered horrifically between September 1950 

and November 1950. The 38th was ramping 

up for a major push after the turn of the new 

year.  

Tom arrived in Korea November 1950, 

where he and several hundred other grunts 

were transferred north of Seoul to an area 

known as the Chorwon Valley. The 2nd 

Infantry Division was held there, gearing up, 

receiving replacements, licking their 

wounds, and securing the rear guard of the 

7th Marine Regiment. 

Hoengsong Korea- February 
1951  

Tom and his unit, the 1st Battalion of the 

38th Infantry Reg. 2nd Infantry, were on the 

push. U.S. Army General Almond had big 

plans for them to take on the largest Chinese 

division in the area, which had outrun its sup-

ply lines. It was holing up during the winter 

months and waiting for spring before it could 

effectively fight again. That spelled trouble 

for his unit.  

Tom and the rest of the unit were ordered 

to move through a valley area of Hoengsong 

in the middle of the night, with all their 

artillery, vehicles, tanks included. They were 

surrounded on both sides by hills. They 

moved into the valley in the dead of night, 

when over 2,000 Chinese People's Army sol-

diers sprung their ambush. It was a total 

turkey shoot. 

Blown up trucks, tanks, and artillery 

pieces blocked the only road in or out. 

Between the muzzle flashes and vehicle fires 

Tom saw Chinese by the hundreds slaughter-

ing U.S. troops at point blank range. In the 

confusion he fell into a small creek bed, 

where he found another soldier struggling to 

get up.  

Tom grabbed the soldier, then found out 

that this guy had been shot in the left ankle. 

Once Tom placed the wounded soldier 

around his shoulder in an effort to evacuate 

him, he discovered that he himself had been 

hit in the right shoulder by small arms fire. 

The two of them stumbled down the creek 

bed with the glow of death all around them. 

Somewhere along the line they fell asleep. 

Morning in the Land of the 
Morning Calm 

Tom came to, waking up alongside a dirt 

roadway. The guy he dragged along with him 

was sitting in front of him. He, too, was 

awake. Both of them were freezing and 

bleeding, but breathing. Somehow they'd 

gotten a few miles away from the battle. 

They agreed to get up on the dirt road. The 

two soldiers didn't stumble along very far 

when a South Korean Army patrol confront-

ed them.  

The ROK Army had been placed to pro-

tect the 2nd Infantry Division as it moved 

into the Hoengsong Valley the night before, 

but once the Chinese hit the ROK lines of 

defense they broke ranks and ran, allowing 

the 2nd I.D. to be shot up by Chinese forces. 

Now one of those ROK elements had Tom 

and his battle buddy with them. Those South 

Koreans kept Tom and his buddy, probably 

as trading points to Chinese Army units had 

they come across them. Instead, they found 

Whatever happened to Tom? 
By Russell Holt



We reported on a little-known bombing 

of two F-4 Phantom jets at Osan in 

1969. We asked if anyone knew about simi-

lar events in which North Korean troops 

were suspected of being involved. William 

Riekert told us about one in a recent phone 

conversation.   

He related a 1961 incident in which he 

was involved. William was a member of a 

drone outfit stationed near North Korea. He 

was on a mountain top by himself when he 

received a warning that a group of North 

Korean infiltrators had crossed the border 

and were in his area. “Lie low,” they warned. 

That was no problem for him. He did not 

even have a weapon with which to defend 

himself. Fortunately, a unit of ROK Marines 

located the infiltrators and eliminated them. 

There were 27 North Koreans taken out. 

“What did they do with the bodies?” 

William asked after the event was over. He 

never got an answer. Sixty-one years later he 

is still wondering. Does anybody know? 

Certainly the North Korean government 

did not want them back. That would be 

admitting it was involved in skullduggery of 

some sort, which was not its practice. Were 

the infiltrators buried discretely, cremated, 

shredded…what was the procedure in such 

incidents?  

Who knew there were drones in South 

Korea in 1961—and very sophisticated ones, 

as William explained. Actually, it was not a 

secret. And the Chinese Communists took 

advantage of that to spread propaganda. 

Consider this clip from a newspaper article: 

“The United States Army operates elec-

tronically controlled drones in South Korea 

for aerial photographic surveillance and 

reconnaissance. 

“Since Feb. 2, 1958, Red China has 

claimed to have shot down 10 U.S.-made 

military planes over its territory, including 

three high-altitude U-2 reconnaissance 

planes. 

“In each instance the downed plane was 

identified only as American without refer-

ence to reports that the Chinese Nationalists 

have been flying U-2 reconnaissance planes 

over the mainland.”1 

Here is another story of a North Korean 

attack on UN forces that did not get much 

press: 

“U.S. Pilot Dies In N. Korea 
“SEOUL, Friday, April 21 (AP) 

“- A U.S. air force pilot flying a South Korean air 
force Sabre Jet was killed yesterday in an 
attempted landing after his plane was attacked 
by two aircraft over Communist North Korea, 

the UN command announced. 
“The command spokesman identified the pilot 
only as a lieutenant-colonel and said his jet was 
attacked by planes believed to be North Korean 
fighters after it became lost on a routine local 
flight and crossed the demilitarized zone into 
North Korean air space. 
“The attacked plane was unarmed, he said. 
“The F-86 Sabre Jet was damaged in the attack 
and crashed at the UN command air base at 
Kunsan, 150 miles southwest of Seoul in 
attempting an emergency landing.”2 

No wonder William said “Korea was an 

eventful place for defense forces back then,” 

he said.  

It still is. 

Contact William Riekert at 513-385-

1430, and let our editorial staff know about 

any information regarding the incident he 

described or any other isolated events of that 

nature. Our staff can be reached at (813) 614-

1326 or our new email address, sharparthur 

@aol.com.   

1   Knoxville, TN, NewsSentinel, Nov. 17, 
1964, p. 2
2   Schenectady, NY Daily Gazette,  Apr 
21, 1961, , p. 1
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their way to American lines. 

Tom never saw his battle buddy again 

once they were sent to medical units far 

behind the line. Once Tom became a bit more 

lucid, he began requesting that someone in 

the medical unit contact his unit and report 

his status. Whenever Tom told medical per-

sonnel which unit he was assigned to, he was 

told to be quiet. Things would be taken care 

of.  

Tom found that suspicious. He didn't 

believe that they'd contacted his unit. Tom 

didn't stop pestering doctors and nurses 

about what he and his unit had seen, so they 

packaged him up and sent him to a medical 

unit in Japan. Once there Tom continued his 

quest to contact his unit so adamantly that the 

medical people again packaged him up. This 

time they sent him to the United States.  

Upon his return to the states, he was hon-

orably discharged, medically wounded and 

all. He was sent to Naval Hospital Bremerton 

for recovery. One year later Tom was right 

back where he was the year before: working 

in the Bremerton shipyard. 

The Hoengsong Massacre Valley was 

named by the 7th Marine Division after its 

members found over 1,000 dead, frozen 2nd 

I.D. soldiers’ corpses strung out over a wide 

area there on March 3, 1951. They remained 

there from February 11, 1951, till the 

Marines found them while moving into posi-

tion for another fight. Apparently no one 

asked why—or was interested in learning—

why for one month a whole company disap-

peared with all its equipment and the story 

had been covered up. 

Tom went on to have a happy life. He out-

lived his wife and two daughters. I found out 

where Tom lived. He lived right behind the 

7/11 “stop and rob” in a nicely kept brick 

home on a city lot. Back in the day where he 

lived would have been a typical middle-

class, well-kept neighborhood.  

I visited Tom at his home a few times to 

keep a check on him. He had an old photo 

album that confirmed all his stories. About 

two months after I met Tom and learned 

about him I stopped by to check on him and 

found the house vacant. Everything had been 

moved out. I never saw him again and I was 

never able to confirm what happened to him. 

Russell L. Holt, P. O. Box 536, Carlsborg, 
WA 98324   

EDITOR’S NOTE: That lack of confirma-
tion is true about many of the soldiers KIA at 
Hoengsong and left on the battlefield. 
Fortunately, the DPAA is still identifying 
some of them to this day. That is some solace, 
at least, to the families that are still wonder-
ing what happened to their missing loved 
ones at Hoengsong. 

Once Tom placed the wounded soldier around his shoulder in 
an effort to evacuate him, he discovered that he himself had 
been hit in the right shoulder by small arms fire. 

What happened to the 27 bodies?
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Who were the 34 CMR troops killed in late June 1

O
n November 6, 1951, Mr. Truman 

needed me, so I went into the 

service. We went to Corpus 

Christi for a battery of tests and then to 

Fort Bliss. I went through all the medical 

works. The physician showed me the color 

book, which I read. When he got to the last 

page he said, ‘’No one ever read the last 

page.”  

I responded, ‘’Well, that is the easiest 

one.”   

He argued with me and said, ‘’You can-

not read it.”  

I replied, ‘’Well, then you tell me what 

it says.”  

He told me, ‘’We don’t know what’s on 

the last page.”  

I said, ‘’Well if you don’t know then 

I’m not going to tell you because you’ll 

tell everyone.” 

After basic training on radar by June of 

1952, I traveled to Korea aboard the troop-

ship General Brewster. Upon arrival I 

boarded a train to Seoul, Korea and the 

front. I was part of the 34 Counter Mortar 

Radar Unit (CMR) that detected incoming 

mortar and artillery shells. We moved 

from the double bend of the Ch’at’an-

ch’on river to the hill that oversaw the 

Chorwon Valley. To the left across the val-

ley was White Horse Mountain. To my 

“other” left were Tom, Dick, and Harry. 

Across the valley we could see the North 

Korean lines.  

When we got the new radar set, we 

could track the mortars and shells and put 

the track down on paper. A good track 

could follow both ends of the shell, from 

origin to target, to a ‘’T,’’ or within three 

feet of the exact location. The problem 

was that I was the only one to pick up the 

122 rounds.  

After a few weeks, an Army Colonel 

came to our outfit and wanted to know 

why our unit was the only one who could 

pick up the 122’s. (122 mm rounds used a 

High Explosive Shell with Full or 

Reduced Charge. They were used with the 

122 mm D-30 howitzer and the 2S1 self-

propelled gun in order to destroy enemy 

tactical means, artillery and enemy live 

targets, as well as their fire devices and 

military rear equipment.) He stood behind 

me while I ran the set. When I put the 

marker on the spot, he said he didn’t see 

anything. Our communication went to the 

area of my color vision. 

There were many things that went on. 

We were a small group of 15 men out by 

ourselves, so we learned to get along with 

each other. I left with 39 points the latter 

part of June 1953. While I was lying on 

the dock waiting to get on the troop ship, 

a Captain came up and asked if there were 

any radar operators. I said yes and he said 

I was not leaving.  

I later asked why, and he said that the 

North Koreans came across the Chorwon 

Valley, destroyed the radar set, and killed 

all the men there. I asked him if he knew 

which radar outfit it was, but he didn’t 

know. That puzzled me, and I have been 

wondering ever since. 

I went home and was discharged on 

September 2, 1953. I went back to Victoria 

[TX] College, completed my second year, 

and went to work at a chemical plant. One 

of my duties was to run tests on gas. To 

make a long story short, I was told no test 

could be seen below 15PPM (parts per 

million). When I ran some tests later that 

day, I told the engineer I was at about 

Troopship 
General 
Brewster

The old radar antenna used by 34 CMR 
Clifford Townsend by his bunker
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1953? 

3PPM. He told me I couldn’t read that 

low. The sample he took to the lab tested 

at about 3PPM. That’s when I told him 

about my color vision. That ended that 

conversation. 

With the war behind me I put it out of 

mind until about 2006, when I joined the 

KWVA. During one meeting we heard 

from the recently deceased Eddie Bell Sr. 

He saw a crest I received when I was dis-

charged and asked me about it. I admitted 

I didn’t know its significance. He took a 

picture of it and told me later that it was 

from the 39th Field Artillery Battalion. 

That rang a bell. 

I informed him that since our unit was 

so small we were attached to the 39th 

FAB. He replied that the only crests the 

unit had given out since 1945 were the 

ones I received. He also said that he tried 

to find out which radar crew was on duty 

June 21-29 1953 and got wiped out, but he 

had not gotten any answer. To this day I 

am still trying to get one. If anyone 

knows, please tell me. 

Clifford Townsend, Jr., 1226 Old Port 
Lavaca Rd., Victoria, TX 77905 
NOTE: In theory, locating mortars was rel-
atively easy because of their high, arcing, 
trajectory. At times, just after firing and 
just before impact, the trajectory is almost 
linear. If a radar observes the shell at two 
points in time just after launch, the line 
between those points can be extended to 
the ground and provides a highly accurate 
position of the mortar, more than enough 
for counter-battery ar tillery to hit it with 
ease. Better radars were also able to 
detect howitzers when firing at high 
angles (elevations greater than 45°), 
although such use was quite rare. 
(Source: https://en.wikipedia. 

org/wiki/Counter-battery_radar).

Clifford Townsend, Jr. 

A bird the members of 34 CMR killed in 
action–and feasted on

Members of the “Never Do” Section, 39 FA Bn., with whom Clifford Townsend worked: (Top, L-R) 
Lt. Harold Owens, Clifford Townsend, Lloyd Hinkley, Clifford C. Martin, Richard Rush (Bottom, L-
R) Albert Breland, William Johnson, Floyd Dugger

Members of Clifford 
Townsend’s group 
standing above bunker 
they built
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GRAYBEARDS DONATIONS 
Gerald D. Effer                                                                                 OH 
        IMO Richard E Keffer USA Medic 
Stephen F. Bosma                                                                            CA 
        IMO brother Albert C. Bosma 
Paul H. Freeland                                                                              OH 
Donald J. Strazer                                                                             IL 
        from CID 25 IL for KIA: 
Chester Eszkler 
Tom Farrel 
Chet Novak 
Darwin Schuett 
David Schettl 
        IMO: Joseph Charles Jr 
Ron Coleman 
Raymond Fary 
John Keefe  
Lou Lamb 
John Leary 
James O’ Malley 
Joe Scotekaro 
Tom Slattery  
Matthew Wojtasvez 
Tony Vallos 

NMS 
        IMO Harold J Wolf 

KWVA DONATIONS 
Charlie J. Bray                                                                                 TX 
Ronald Lai (2)                                                                                 NH 
Jongha Lee (2)                                                                                CA 
Dominic Roggio                                                                               NY 
Donald J. Strazer                                                                             IL 
Eugene A. Turner                                                                             WA 
NMS (38) 
              IMO Donald Carpenter (2) 
              IMO Joseph Henmueller  
              IMO Mr Joseph Michael Manczko  
              IMO Raymond Martineau  
              IMO Robert M Meith  
              IHO Jeff Porter 
              IMO Allen Rafalson (2) 
              IMO Richard Simpson  
              IMO Dale T. Snyder (5) 
              IMO Harold J Wolf (8) 

Thanks for Supporting The Graybeards and the KWVA

CONTRIBUTOR                                                                    LOCATIONCONTRIBUTOR                                                                    LOCATION

Members are invited to help underwrite the publication costs of The Graybeards. All contributions in any amount are welcome. Mail your donations to KWVA 
Treasurer, 430 W. Lincoln Ave., Charleston, IL 61920. All contributions will be acknowledged, unless the donor specifically requests to remain anonymous. And, if 
you have an “In memory of” (IMO) request, include that as well. We thank you for your generous support.

LEGEND:  IMO = In Memory Of; NMS = Non Member Sales

What happened to A, B, C…? 

In school, in summer camps, in the mil-

itary, anywhere people are formed into 

groups, they are sorted alphabetically and 

summoned in a roll call accordingly. The 

process is usually by alphabet, first names 

beginning with the letter A…usually… 

I graduated from high school in 

January, 1951. I was seventeen years old. 

I enlisted in the Marine Corps and was 

assigned to a Replacement Draft to Korea 

in April 1952. It took fifteen days to get 

there by ship. 

The day before debarkation an officer 

told us, “The following-named men will 

be sent to the front lines six hours after 

leaving the ship. You will get on a freight 

train. We’ll give you some C-rations. 

Then, from the train you will get on 

trucks. We’ll give you some bandoliers of 

ammo and take you to the front.” 

He started calling names. The first 

name he called was mine, which starts 

with a H. What happened to Able, Baker, 

Charlie, etc?  

It’s hard to believe no one in our group 

had a name starting with A, B, C, D, E, F, 

or G. Anyway, I ended up in E Co., 2nd 

Bn., 7th Regt., 1st Marine Division. I’m 

surprised I wasn’t assigned to H Co. That 

would have been more in line with the 

Marine Corps’ alphabet. 

Walter D. Hinrichs, 2195 Martin Dr., 
Gilbertsville, PA 19525

This is one of a continuing series. It can only continue if members contribute their stories. Please 
send your “Humor in Korea” submissions to Arthur G. Sharp, 2473 New Haven Circle, Sun City, FL 
33573, sharparthur@aol.com We can all use a laugh once in a while, just as the troops in Korea did.

Humor in KoreaHumor in Korea

Membership is Our Strength 
It’s not the price you pay to belong,  

It’s the price you paid to become eligible to join
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The quotes below from noted evangelist Billy Graham pro-

vide an ideal backdrop for our traditional Memorial Day cover-

age in The Graybeards starting on page 51. 

Billy Graham saw the horrors of war firsthand during visits to 

Korea and Vietnam, where he ministered to American troops on 

the front lines. Below are 10 quotes from the late evangelist on 

war, sacrifice and hope beyond the grave. 

1. “The freedoms we enjoy, the freedoms we take so much for 

granted, the freedoms we so often trifle with were bought not by 

the gold of our millionaires, nor altogether the genius of our sci-

entists, nor the sacrifices of the people at home, but primarily by 

the blood, sweat and agony of those whose names on this day we 

honor—those who died that we might live!” 

2. “As we think of the selflessness and heroism of such fel-

lows, we are reminded of the words of Jesus Christ who said: 

‘Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life 

for his friends.’” 

3. “We walked from the bleeding, broken, dying men of that 

hospital into the crisp, clear air of Christmas Eve. I felt sadder, 

older. I felt as though I had gone in a boy and come out a man.” 

—From his trip to Korea in December 1952, 

at the height of the Korean War 

4. “They have left this realm of time and 

space, they have out-stripped us in life’s 

races, but the sacred memory of their self-

lessness and the freedom they died to obtain 

will live forever.” 

5. “Death of the righteous … is not to be feared or shunned. It 

is the shadowed threshold to the palace of God.” 

6. “Even though the sacrifices of our war dead have been 

great, yet the greatest sacrifice of all time was made by a man on 

a cross who died not only physically but spiritually that men 

might live. We have neglected Him too long! We have rejected 

His plan for peace, and as a result, we have fought, bled and died 

for centuries!” 

7. “They found … that there are principles well worth dying 

for. Their noble, unselfish sacrifice is a silent, eloquent rebuke to 

the self-centeredness of this generation.” 

8. “When we grieve over someone who has died in Christ, we 

are sorrowing not for them but for ourselves. Our grief isn’t a 

sign of weak faith, but of great love.” 

9. “We can best keep faith with those who have gone before 

by keeping faith with ourselves, with our highest ideals and with 

God.” 

10. “Only Christ can meet the deepest needs of our world and 

our hearts. Christ alone can bring lasting peace—peace with 

God, peace among men and nations, and peace within our hearts. 

He transcends the political and social boundaries of our world.” 

Do you have peace with your God? Find it today.  

Paul K.S. Kim, DMin., Pastor Emeritus, 
paulkim.cpm@gmail.com, 617-877-1930 (m) 

A Word from the National Chaplain... 
Dr. Paul Kim, Pastor Emeritus, National Chaplain 

Billy Graham 
with troops in 
Korea in undated 
photo 

Billy Graham preached the Gospel to the troops in Korea during 
Christmas 1952. Despite temperatures below freezing, thousands stood 
outside to listen.

Photos Submitted for 
Publication in The Graybeards 

Whenever possible, please identify the 
subjects in photos you submit. We realize 
that is not always possible, especially in 
group photos. But, when you can, identify 
them, use designations such as (R-L), (L-R), 
(Standing, L-R), (Seated, L-R), etc.  

And, please write subjects’ names as leg-
ibly as possible. We can usually figure out 
who the KWVA members are, but we cannot 
guess at non-members’ identities. 
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The effort to nominate Edward Evans for participation in the 

Purple Heart Project began in August 2020 when…well, here is 

the letter that kicked it off:   

Sent: Mon. Aug 03. 2020 02:55 PM 
Subject: National Purple Heart Honor Mission - 2021 Purple Heart 
Patriot Project 
We, Karla Dauzat & Marcia Evans, would like to recommend our 
dad, Edward P Evans CSME9 USA Retired for consideration for the 
2021 Purple Heart Patriot Project. Dad joined the Army in 
September 1948.  
During the Korean War he was in the 2nd Infantry Division, B 
Battery 15th FABN as a Sgt E-6. He was in the conflict from July 27 
to September 19, 1950 (On September 19th 1950, as a forward 
observer with G Company he was severely injured & hospitalized in 
Japan) then returned December 1950 to June 1951. 
September 1. 1950: the stand of “Operation Manchu. A large raid-
ing party of Co. G 9th Infantry Plus was set to cross the Naktong 
River This unit was hit by 4 North Korean Divisions. After 4 days of 
inexhaustible attacks the party had no food, water, or ammunition.  
At 2200 hours on September 4. 1950 those who survived had to 
destroy all the remaining equipment and move out. One of the hard-
est tasks was to leave the wounded men behind. They set up their 
rifles or hand grenades so that they were able to take their own 
lives rather than being captured. “They begged us to kill them, but 
we could not do it.” 
Dad was awarded the Bronze Star for exposing himself to the 
enemy fire to call for an airdrop of food and ammo. He spent 2-1/2 
days traveling at night and hiding in the day. He learned that he had 
been 8-1/2 miles behind enemy lines. He had learned how to over-
come fear, his hunger and thirst and willed his soul to survive. Out 
of approximately 300+ troops, only 27 survived and he was lucky 
enough to be one of them. 
We would love to honor him with this nomination.  
Karla Dauzat 

§  §  §  §  § 

Two months later their father received this letter. 

§  §  §  §  § 

Dear Edward P. Evans, 
October 20, 2020 
Congratulations! You have been selected to represent your fellow 
Purple Heart recipients as Alabama’s honoree for the 2021 Purple 
Heart Patriot Project. The Purple Heart Patriot Project provides an 
all-expense paid trip to Purple Heart recipients from across the 
country to visit the museum dedicated to their service, the National 
Purple Heart Hall of Honor, West Point, and other historic sites con-
nected with the Purple Heart. 
You were nominated for this honor by Karla Dauzat.  
These powerful Patriot Project ‘’Missions’’ provide a unique oppor-
tunity for you, our Purple Heart heroes, to connect with other recip-
ients and experience the appreciation of a grateful nation committed 
to ensuring your courage and sacrifice are remembered for genera-
tions to come. We look forward to welcoming you and one guest to 

New York’s historic Hudson Valley for this special salute to service 
taking place April 26-29, 2021…  
Be assured we are working to ensure all proper precautions are 
taken to make this a safe and memorable experience for you and 
your fellow honorees. We look forward to hosting you and paying 
tribute to your service to our great nation. 
Sincerely, 
Colonel Russell O. Vernon (Retired) Executive Director 
National Purple Heart Honor Mission 
Please note: This project is run by an entity separate from the 
National Purple Heart Hall of Honor, so please reach out to us 
directly if you have any questions or concerns. 

§  §  §  §  § 

Word of his award spread quickly. The organization sent out 

the following public relations release: 

§  §  §  §  § 

Local Purple Heart Recipient Edward Evans To Be 
Honored With Trip To The National Purple Heart Hall 
Of Honor, West Point 
Silverhill Army Veteran Chosen to Represent Alabama’s Purple 
Heart Veterans as part of the 2021 Purple Heart Patriot Project 
(NEWBURGH, NY) - A local Purple Heart recipient has been cho-
sen to be one of the nation’s 2021 Purple Heart Patriot Project 
honorees. U.S. Army Command Sergeant Major Edward Evans 
(Ret.) of Silverhill, a Korean War veteran, will represent his fellow 
Purple Heart heroes as Alabama’s representative at a multi-day 
tribute to the courage and sacrifice of American’s combat wound-
ed.   
The Purple Heart Patriot Project is a program of’ the National 
Purple Heart Honor Mission. The all-expense-paid trip includes vis-
its to the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, historic 
Washington’s Headquarters, a special tour of the newly renovated 
National Purple Heart Hall of Honor and other tributes to service. 
“Edward and his fellow Patriot Project honorees are true American 
heroes,” said Richie Lay, a Purple Heart recipient and chairman of 

Purple Heart recipient Edward P. Evans receives sign
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the National Purple Heart Honor Mission. ‘’America’s Purple Heart 
veterans have given so much to defend freedom and that sacrifice 
must always be remembered. We are privileged to be able to pro-
vide this unique salute to service for our Purple Heart heroes.” 
“Our Purple Heart recipients have made enormous sacrifices for 
America and this is our opportunity to say ‘thank you’ on behalf of 
a grateful nation. For some, this will be like the homecoming they 
never had. We received hundreds of nominations from across the 
country and we look forward to honoring Ed for his lifelong sacri-
fice and service to his community,” said Col. Russ Vernon (Ret.), 
executive director for the National Purple Heart Honor Mission. 
When asked what his service meant to him, Mr. Evans said. 
“Service is about a commitment to one’s country. It was an honor 
to serve my country during times of war and peace.’’ 
A twenty-year veteran of the U.S. Army, former CSM Evans enlist-

ed in September 1948.  His career took him across the country 
and around the world. Evans earned his Purple Heart during his 
tour of duty in Korea. In September 1950, when then SGT Evans 
was acting as a Forward Observer with G Company, 9th Infantry 
Regiment, 2nd Infantry Division, Evans and his unit came under 
mortar fire. When the shelling stopped the men started advancing. 
When a new round of shelling started, a mortar round landed right 
behind him in his foxhole. Evans was evacuated to a Tokyo, Japan 
hospital. 
In addition to his Purple Heart, Mr. Evans received numerous com-
mendations and awards, including the Bronze Star with valor, Army 
Commendation Medal, and more. After retiring from the Army, 
Evans started his own swimming pool business. For 23 years, 
prior to the death of his wife, he also served with U.S. Missions, 
Assembly of God as a U.S. church builder. Evans and his late wife, 
Mildred, had three children. He was nominated to take part in the 
mission by his daughters, Karla Dauzat and Marcia Evans. 
The National Purple Heart Hall of Honor is located just north of 
West Point, New York, at the site where General George 
Washington first awarded the Medal for Military Merit in 1782 dur-
ing the Revolutionary War. The badge, shaped like a purple heart, 

was the forerunner of today’s medal.  
In addition to creation of the museum, supporters of the National 
Purple Heart Honor Mission were instrumental in the creation of 
the Purple Heart Forever stamp now issued by the U.S. Postal 
Service, and are leading the effort in Congress to pass the National 
Purple Heart Commemorative Coin Act. Those wishing to learn 
more about the National Purple Heart Honor Mission should visit 
www.PurpleHeartMission.org. 

§  §  §  §  § 

The recognition gave Ed Evans the opportunity to meet with 

U. S. Congressman Jerry Carl (R-Mobile), who extended to the 

veteran his congratulations for the award and thanks for his serv-

ice.  

“Mr. Evans’ service to our nation is unmatched, and it is 

thanks to countless heroes like him we that we are able to enjoy 

the freedoms we hold dear,” Carl said. “I am grateful for the 

opportunity to meet with Mr. Evans to learn more about his serv-

ice to our country and reaffirm my commitment to fighting for 

our nation’s veterans in Congress.”   

Any such recognition for Korean War—and all—veterans is 

welcome. Congratulations to Edward Evans. Reach him at 21222 

East Blvd., Silverhill, AL 36576, 251-504-0644, edmileva 

@juno.com. 

nificant recognition 

Congressman Jerry Carl (R-AL) and Ed Evans (L) greet one another 

Congressman Jerry Carl (R-AL)
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One person can make a difference 
Donald Thornburg made a bold decision in the winter of 

1957 when he was stationed at Camp Kaiser near the DMZ 

with Hq. and Hq. Co., 2d Battle Group, 3rd Infantry Division, 

(or U.S. Army’s 7th Division). He asked his folks back home 

in Lynn, Indiana, to forego any Christmas gifts for him and 

send clothing and other items for local Korean orphanages 

instead. The results were amazing. 

Within a short time fifty boxes of assorted items arrived in 

Korea for distribution. Stars and Stripes heard of 

Thornburgh’s project and labeled it “Operation Tiny Tim.” 

The project took on a life of its own. Boxes continued to pour 

into Korea after Christmas.  

Thornburgh wrote a letter to his parents early in the winter 

of 1957 with his request. They presented it to the members of 

their First Church of Christ, which Donald attended before he 

joined the army. George Bascom and the “Happy Hustler” 

class he taught there volunteered to pack and mail all the 

items brought to the church. The idea spread quickly through-

out the community. 

By the time the members were through they had packed 37 

boxes, each weighing approximately ten pounds. Then they 

learned that the children at the orphanage needed Vicks salve, 

which was unavailable for sale there. The church members 

acquired the salve and added another three boxes to the orig-

inal 37 and shipped them off to Korea, along with toys pur-

chased through a $50 donation from a missionary fund. All of 

them arrived safely. The first shipment was only the begin-

ning. 

Chaplain (1st Lieutenant) Melvin H. Shoemaker got 

involved along with soldiers from the 3rd and 17th Infantry 

and the 10th Cavalry. The participants selected a new village 

each month. Trucks filled with donated items rolled into each 

one in turn. Thornburg and Shoemaker made it a point to 

make sure that each child received something during the 

clothing distribution. That wasn’t difficult. The number of 

boxes Thornburg received from various sources swelled to 

100 from the original 37. No wonder he told a reporter he 

never expected his one small request would generate such a 

response. 

After the distribution was over he wrote a letter of thanks 

to the church members in which he said: 

“I wish to express my sincere thanks to all the people of 

the Lynn community and surrounding towns who helped to 

make the project called ‘Tiny Tim’ here in the seventh divi-

sion of Korea a great success. Due to your outstanding 

response, you have helped many orphans and other children 

keep warm this winter and have a Merry Christmas.  

“Many of these children did not have enough clothes to be 

able to attend school until they were presented with these 

clothes from you. These children have said many times 

‘thank you’ for your help and may all who helped with this 

project be richly rewarded, for helping those who are needy 

and less fortunate than we who live in America.” 

Yes, one person can make a positive difference in other 

people’s lives. 

Reach Donald L.  Thornburg, 1878 Poppy Cir., The Villages, 
FL 32162, 765-744-2379, cmbss1@aol.com 

NOTE: There is some confusion as to whether Thornburg 

was assigned to the 3rd or 7th Division in Korea at the time 

he initiated “Operation Tiny Tim.” Either way he deserves 

kudos for his largesse. 

Donald Thornburg presents clothing to Korean orphans 

All Chapter and/or Department news for 
publication in The Graybeards should be 
mailed to Art Sharp, Editor, 2473 New 
Haven Circle, Sun City Center, FL 
33573 or emailed to: Sharparthur@aol.com



21

The GraybeardsThe Graybeards                                                                                                                                                    July-August 2022July-August 2022

 MIAs ID’d  
The remains of the following veterans have been identified recently:

N  PFC Melvin Little Bear, A Btry., 15th Field Artillery Bn., 2nd Inf. 
Div., Place of loss is undetermined at this point. (If you are a family 
member of this service member, you may contact your casualty 
office representative to learn more about him.)  
N  SFC James Allen Coleman entered the U.S. Army from Indiana 
and was a member of Co. I, 3rd Bn., 19th Inf. Regt., 24th Inf. Div. 
On April 25, 1951, he was reported missing in action near Chipori, 
South Korea, after an enemy mortar shell struck his location. The 
tactical situation at the time prevented search efforts for SFC 
Coleman or his remains at the time of his loss.  
In April of 1953, an American Graves Registration Service Group 
recovered remains from the village of Tumun-gol, South Korea, in an 
area corresponding with the 19th Infantry Regiment’s fighting in 
April 1951…Circumstantial evidence and laboratory analysis estab-
lished the remains as those of SFC Coleman. 
N  PFC Edward John Reiter, K Co., 3rd Bn., 34th Inf. Regt., 24th 
Inf. Div., entered the U.S. Army from Pennsylvania. Members of the 
U.S. 34th Infantry Regiment were among the first U.S. ground troops 
to arrive in South Korea following the North Korean Peoples Army 
(NKPA) invasion on June 25, 1950.  
The 34th, which had been on garrison duty in Japan, was under-
manned and under-equipped and had little field experience. Its mis-
sion was to delay the NKPA’s surge to the south as long as possible 
so that reinforcements could arrive. On July 6 the NKPA attacked the 
1st and 3rd Battalions of the 34th Infantry north of the town of 
Chonan, South Korea.  
The U.S. troops withdrew slowly back to Chonan, and established 
defensive lines there. PFC Reiter was reported missing in action 
north of Chonan on July 7, 1950, though the circumstances sur-
rounding his loss are unknown. His remains were not recovered at 
the time, and he was never reported as being a POW.  
N  PVT. Felix Martinez Yanez, entered the U.S. Army from Arizona 
and was a member of Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 
19th Inf. Regt., 24th Inf. Div. He was lost around Taejon, South 
Korea. (If you are a family member of this service member, you may 
contact your casualty office representative to learn more about him.)

National KWVA Fund Raiser  
Flower Rose of Sharon 

The Rose of Sharon is the National KWVA fund raising flower. The 
Rose of Sharon is sold by the dozen. 

r Sample order is 5 doz. @ $18 plus $9.20 S/H. 

r Minimum order is 20 doz. @ $60 plus $12.50 S/H. 

r Orders for 21 to 100 doz. @ $3.00/doz. plus S/H 

r Order for 400 doz. or more @ $2.75/doz. plus S/H  

Write or call: 

Sheila Fritts, PO Box 407  
Charleston, IL 61920-0407 
Phone: 217-345-4414 
Email: membership@kwva.us  
Make Checks payable to: KWVA 

Evacuation from Korea in June 1950  

In November 1949, my mother, myself, (Judi) age 11, sister 

Jere, age 9, and sister Jill, age 2, joined our  father, then Lt. Col. 

L. H. Rockwell, in South Korea to begin a three-year tour of duty. 

I was so excited. We left there in the middle of a night in June 

1950, and I was frightened and sad. What an amazing story. 

My father had been stationed in Korea in 1945 as the Senior 

Advisor to the South Korean troops, and he trained and fought 

with them during the war. In June 1950, the North Korean planes 

were strafing the air field at Camp Sabingo, where we lived. We 

would hear sirens as we headed for the ditch that ran along the 

dirt road in front of our homes. 

We put army blankets on all our windows and were careful not 

to use a lot of light at night. We were finally given a few hours’ 

notice to leave our home forever. We were allowed one suitcase 

per person. We layered our bodies with as many clothes as possi-

ble and used the suitcases for important papers. The base made 

sure that all of our animals were killed. They shot our German 

Shephard mix dog which made me cry all the way across Korea 

to the coast.  

We left in the middle of the night on a Norwegian vessel hold-

ing fertilizer. It had been only partially emptied due to the time 

restraints. The ship was built to hold 74 people, but there were 

860 American women and children aboard as we fled the coun-

try. 

Water was rationed, none used for washing. My mother said 

one woman had to be put in a strait jacket. There were three cases 

of false labor pains from expecting mothers, and another woman 

attempted suicide. We were given a blanket and placed in one of 

three holds, with one spoon and one bowl. 

We ate and slept there. The 600-mile trip to Japan took two 2 

days and nights. When we arrived there were 400 American sol-

diers waiting for us. They had been standing in rain for fourteen 

long hours awaiting our arrival. It was quite an experience. 

Incidentally, I loved Korea. 

Judith Ann Rockwell McKay,  
6817 Aviano Dr., Camarillo, CA 93012 

The Rockwell family in Korea in 1950 
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Am I eligible for the Atomic Medal?©

By Ed E. Torial 

The editorial office has received numerous questions like 

this about eligibility for the Atomic Medal that we mentioned in 

the March-April issue, p. 7. “I served in the Wigwam operation 

in 1954....I was on a carrier....am I eligible for medal for this 

service?” (See below for a description of Operation Wigwam.) 

We are not the proper people to ask, but our editorial board did 

a little research on the subject.   

Let’s start with a June 6, 2019 statement from the 

Department of Defense regarding a certificate that apparently 

has morphed into a medal: 

‘Atomic Veterans’ Can Apply For Defense 
Secretary’s Honor Certificate 
JUNE 6, 2019 | BY TERRI MOON CRONK, DEFENSE.GOV 

Veterans who were exposed to radiation in the military between 
1945 and 1992 are eligible to apply for the newly created Atomic 
Veterans Service Certificate signed by Acting Defense Secretary 
Patrick M. Shanahan. 

Application for the certificate is open to retired and former serv-
ice members, or next of kin in cases of deceased veterans, Defense 
Department officials said. 

DOD tasked the Defense Threat Reduction Agency to manage 
the certificate program, because it already keeps a database of 
radiation-exposed veterans, DOD officials said. 

According to the DTRA website, during World War II, thousands 
of service members were involved in the secret program to build an 
atomic bomb — the same project that DTRA traces its roots back 
to — known as the Manhattan Project. Thousands more were part 
of the U.S. occupation of Japan immediately following the dropping 
of two atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki and Japan’s 
unconditional surrender. After the war ended, through decades of 
the Cold War, many more troops were involved in atmospheric and 
underground testing of nuclear weapons. 

Authorized in the John S. McCain National Defense Authorization 
Act for fiscal year 2019, the AVSC is intended to recognize all vet-
erans who were or could have been exposed to radiation during 
their service to the nation, the website says. 

Atmospheric, Underground Testing 

Potentially affected veterans include the original atomic vet-

erans from atmospheric testing conducted from 1945 to 1962, 

in addition to underground testing conducted from 1951 to 

1992. 

Issued so DOD can honor radiation-exposed veterans, the 

certificate does not carry any other value or entitle the bearer to 

benefits, said Doug Johnson, DOD’s assistant director for mili-

tary decorations and awards policy. 

“[The certificate] provides recognition to those service 

members who were exposed to radiation while serving in the 

military,” he said. 

“The law that was passed does require the Department of 

Defense to use the Veterans Affairs definition of a radiation-

exposed veteran to make a determination with regard to eligi-

bility for the certificate,” Johnson said. “But the certificate does 

not entitle a veteran to any kind of compensation or any type of 

benefit associated with that determination.” 

550,000 Veterans May Qualify 

DTRA maintains there are about 550,000 veterans that could 

qualify for the certificate in accordance with defining statutes, 

noted the agency’s Navy Lt. Lee A. Alleman, military program 

manager for the nuclear test personnel review and deputy, 

nuclear survivability division. 

“We also estimate that approximately 80,000 of the original 

cohort – World War II veterans – remain alive out of 493,000 

[exposed veterans],” Alleman said in an email message. 

To be considered for the certificate, DOD and DTRA offi-

cials emphasize that applications must be filed through: 

https://www.dtra.mil/Mission/Nuclear-Test-Personnel-

Review/Atomic-Vets-Service-Certificate/ 

DTRA will keep a historical record of veterans whose mili-

tary service met the certificate eligibility criteria and were 

awarded the AVSC. 

 

Fast forward to 2022. Here is a passage from an article on 

the subject headlined “Defense Department issues a new medal 

for Atomic-Era veterans.” Technically, the department has not 

issued the medal yet. It’s still in the development stage, as the 

article suggests.  

“There are not yet any criteria released about exactly which vet-
erans will be eligible to wear the new medal, as details have yet to 
be released by the Pentagon. Eligibility requirements rest with the 
Secretary of Defense with input from members of Congress. 
Anywhere from 225,000 to 400,000 veterans should be eligible, 
depending on who you ask.”  
(Source: https://www.wearethemighty.com/articles/defense-
department-issues-a-new-medal-for-atomic-era-
veterans/#:~:text=A%20new%20law%20passed%20in%20Dec
ember%202021%20orders,of%20our%20nation%E2%80%99s
%20atomic%20and%20nuclear%20weapons%20programs.%
E2%80%9D 

The key words there are “not any criteria released.” Another 

article on the subject states: 

“Who would be qualified for the new medal isn’t specified; the 
law leaves the secretary of defense to determine eligibility. 
Members of the House and Senate Armed Services Committee can 
weigh in on any recommendations. 

“However, at least 225,000 veterans helped develop and test the 
US’s nuclear capability, making them possibly eligible for the 
medal. 

“Supporters say that over 400,000 more US veterans should be 
included. Arguing that they were exposed during cleanup efforts 
over the past 75 years.” (Source: https://adviceforveterans.com/ 

commemorative-service-medal-for-atomic-veterans-finally/) 
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Once again specific details are missing. Hopefully, the DOD 

will expedite the process, but there is no schedule available. We 

will provide any updates if they become available. 

Here is another source for research. Be warned it is a com-

mercial site, however, and not something we endorse. 

https://atomicveteran.info/. It lists many of the operations that 

involved atomic tests, which we are providing strictly for infor-

mational purposes. 

“See If You Qualify for $75,000 
“If you or your family member have had internal cancer or 

leukemia within the last sixty five years (even if the family member 
is deceased) or if you get cancer and were physically present at 
either the Nevada test site / Mercury Nevada, Trinity test site / Los 
Alamos New Mexico. 

“South Pacific / Marshall Islands Bikini Atoll Enewetak Atoll 
Johnston Atoll or Christmas Island. Pacific test site or South 
Atlantic test site. During one of the following atmospheric nuclear 
tests or within a six month period after the said test: 

“Trinity 1945 / Operation Crossroads 1946 / Operation 
Sandstone 1948 / Operation Ranger 1951 / Operation Greenhouse 
1951 / Operation Buster-Jangle 1951 / Operation Tumbler-Snapper 

1952 / Operation Ivy 1952 / Operation Upshot-Knothole 1953 / 
Operation Castle 1954 / Operation Teapot 1955 / Operation 
Wigwam 1955 / Operation Redwing 1956 / Operation Plumbob 
1957 / Operation Hardtack 1 1958 / Operation Argus 1958 / 
Operation Hardtack 2 1958 / Operation Dominic 1 1962 / Operation 
Dominic 2 1962 / Operation Plowshare 1962. You may qualify for 
$75,000 tax-free.” 

OPERATION WIGWAM 
“Operation Wigwam involved a single test of the Mark 90 “Betty” 

nuclear bomb. It was conducted between Operation Teapot and 
Project 56 on May 14, 1955, about 500 miles (800 km) southwest 
of San Diego, California. 6,800 personnel aboard 30 ships were 
involved in Wigwam.  

“The purpose of Wigwam was to determine the vulnerability of 
submarines to deeply detonated nuclear weapons, and to evaluate 
the feasibility of using such weapons in a combat situation. The 
task force commander, Admiral John Sylvester, was embarked on 
the task force flagship USS Mount McKinley. Wigwam was the first 
atomic test in the deep ocean, and it remains the only test that has 
been conducted in water deeper than 1,000 ft (300 m). (Source: 

Operation Wigwam - Wikipedia)” 

Never have I been so happy to have “writer’s cramp.” As the 
nearby photo shows, I autographed a pile of copies of “The 

Hoengsong Valley Massacre: Command Collapse or Chaos,” 
which was published a few weeks ago. I am ready to sign and 
send more. Please get your copy now while there are some left.   
HOW TO ORDER 

Anyone who wants a signed copy 
can get one directly from me. 
Order your copy today from: Ar thur 
G. Sharp, 2473 New Haven Circle, 
Sun City Center, FL 33573. 

(It is also available—unsigned—
from amazon.com in paperback 
and Kindle formats and the pub-
lisher, outskir tspress.com.)  

The price if you order it directly 
from me, including shipping and 
handling, is $22.00. (That’s a bar-
gain, since media postal rates just 
went up ten percent.) Check, cash, 

Zelle…just give me the address to which you want your copy 
(copies) sent. I will sign and ship. (No order form necessary. 
You’d have to cut the form out of the magazine and I know that 
a lot of people don’t want to damage their collectible copies of 
The Graybeards.) 
BOOK BACKGROUND 

Some Korean War veterans might remember the Hoengsong 
Valley Massacre, February 11-13, 1951. The “massacre” was an 
event that American military leaders were not keen to make 

known to the folks back 
home, then or now. (Read 
the relevant letters in the 
“Feedback” section.) 

“Okay,” you’re asking, 
“why is the editor bringing 
that up?” Shameless self-
promotion, that’s why.  

Remember, the allies lost 
close to 12,000 U.S., South 
Korean, and Dutch troops 
during the Hoengsong 
Valley massacre, many of 
whom were left on the bat-
tlefield for weeks. Even bat-
tle-hardened Marines who 
discovered the carnage and 
left-behind bodies were 
appalled by what they saw. They asked a lot of questions: 

Why? What had happened to cause such a debacle? Who was 
responsible for it? Did any leaders pay for the disastrous leader-
ship? I answer these questions and many more in the book. 

The battle went down as one of the allies’ greatest defeats in 
the Korean War—and it may have been one of the most embar-
rassing debacles in U.S. military history. “The Hoengsong Valley 
Massacre: Command Collapse or Cover-up?” answers some of 
those questions. Some will never be answered in full, despite the 
investigations the U.S. Army conducted into the outcome. Either 
way, the book is well wor th reading. 

‘The Hoengsong Valley Massacre: Command Collapse or Cover-up?’ 
book now available 

Author signs copies of “Hoengsong 
Valley Massacre…”  
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As our fundraiser progresses this year, I ask each member to help 
a little bit. (This is a KWVA “Members Only” fundraiser.) At this time 
only 864 members have participated in the 2022 fundraiser. That is 
less support than our members are capable of providing. My 
thanks to those 864: are you one of them??? 

I ask every chapter to consider making a donation for 2-4-6…
tickets in the chapter name. The chapter can win and do more good 
for local causes. All that is needed is the chapter’s name and number 
with a contact representative’s membership number, plus phone & 
email. 

What do we use the contributions for? The KWVA now sponsors 
ten $1,000 scholarships to members’ descendants. (See this year’s 
winners on page 10.) We will continue to maintain our bi-monthly 
Graybeards magazine. We have authorized legacy members for our 
descendants.   

The odds of having your ticket picked are pretty high. But you 
can’t win if you don’t participate. Our fundraiser-end deadline is 
coming soon. Please donate now. We need help from every member. 

Each year we have six (6) happy members or happy chapters 
whose names are drawn. I ask you to be part of the effort—and be 
happy. 

I extend my personal thanks to all the members who have sup-
ported each fundraiser. We can only reach our goals through your 
efforts. 

Remember, the drawing will be at our membership meeting ban-
quet at the October 25th to 27th get-together in San Antonio, Texas.  

Please donate to the “Members Only” fundraiser now. Thank you. 
Tom McHugh, 2nd Vice President,  

Chairman, Fundraiser Committee  

UPDATE: THE 2022 KWVA FUNDRAISER

I thank every member who has supported our past 
fundraisers. Your participation has been fantastic. Since 
2014 we have raised over $500,000—and we have drawn 
six (6) lucky members’ names each year. 

The 2022 goal is $80,000, which is definitely attainable. 
Life Members actually only paid the equivalent of six years’ 
dues. Some of us have been members over 30 years. 
Others hold Honorary or POW statuses. Whatever your 
membership status is, please consider supporting each 
fundraiser. 

The funds help maintain normal costs and underwrite the 
six issues of the Graybeards magazine. We will not reduce 
the bi-monthly issues of the greatest veteran’s magazine. 
Please take more than one ticket. There is no better cause 
than the KWVA. 

NOTE:  To counteract the increased postage cost, the 
suggested donation this year is $25 per ticket. Please 
donate for more than one ticket. Also, consider having your 
chapter purchase tickets and enter its name and number. It 
will help the KWVA while perhaps having the chapter picked 
as a lucky recipient. If you do not want a ticket, make a 
donation marked “2022 Fund Raiser.” 

We will continue to reduce costs and work to maintain 
membership as our older members slow down. Maintaining 
and increasing our membership is KWVA’s biggest problem 
due to age and health. This year we have proven that we DO 
NOT need paid ($70,000) people to get things done. In the 
past year our costs went down and the number of our 
accomplishments went up. Activities were higher than in 
the last six years.  

Reaching our goal can be done. It has been done and will 
continue to be done. As always, to get things done, ask a 
busy person. Talkers talk, workers work. Age has eliminat-

ed many workers. All members can still help by supporting 
the fundraiser. Will you??? 

With your help we will reach the goal. Chapters are star t-
ing to get active again. Many Defense Veterans have 
stepped up and are working hard for the KWVA. We are 
looking at having Legacy Members. Defense Veterans 
Memorials are being dedicated and many have been added 
to the War Memorials (at no cost to the KWVA). Several 
things are being planned without the expense of big-ticket 
items.  

Every place we have gone we have included visits to vet-
erans hospitals. Everyone we see really appreciates our 
visits, which makes the KWVA more visible. This, in turn, 
helps recruiting. 

Drawing the names of our six lucky members will be at 
the Membership Meeting Banquet in October 2022. 
Together we can attain our goal. I look forward to your par-
ticipation.  Again, THANK YOU! 

Thomas McHugh, 2nd Vice President 
Chairman, Fundraiser Committee (2014 to Present)  

The KWVA Fundraiser Is Not A Scam 
Contrary to some people’s belief, the KWVA Fundraiser is 

not a scam! Yet, each year, when I phone the lucky mem-
bers, a family member thinks the call is a scam. I recom-
mend that you write on your October calendar about the 
drawing—and recognize that this is not a raffle. It is a 
member only fundraiser.   

Members from all over the country win. Our 2021 lucky 
members lived in NY, MN, FL (2), CT & CA. Tell your family 
about your par ticipation. We all are well aware of scams. If 
you question the notification, call our membership office at 
217-345-4414 for verification. 

THE 2022 KWVA FUNDRAISER
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DPAA ACTIVITIES 

26

‘Fulfilling Our Nation’s Promise’ 

Attached below are the DPAA notes from the subject meet-

ing held on May 12, 2022.  There is some information spread 

throughout the report on the Korean War Personnel 

Accounting effort which is informative and interesting.  We 

have excerpted only that relevant onformation. 

Summary: Keeping the families of our missing as well as 

veterans informed is a primary objective of the Defense 

POW/MIA Accounting Agency’s (DPAA) mission. This 

update is intended to provide an overview of efforts during the 

previous quarter to account for our missing. 

Fiscal Matters.  
Last month, Congress passed, and the President signed, the 

Consolidated Appropriations Act which provided DPAA with 

$130.7 million (M) for Fiscal Year (FY) 2022. However, the 

bill did not include the $25M program increase that was 

included in the Defense Authorization Bill. As such, this 

smaller appropriation is significantly degrading our field 

activities and other operations. Within the DoD FY 2023 

Budget Request which was submitted to Congress at the end 

of March, our budget included a $15M increase, which will 

remain in place four years thereafter. This resulted from our 6-

month effort to justify and advocate increased operational 

requirements to the DoD Comptroller. 

Family Member Update Reduction.  
Prior to the onset of the pandemic, DoD hosted seven 

FMUs in addition to the two Annual Government Briefings 

for Vietnam War and Korea/Cold War families. An important 

component to these meetings is individual Case Summary 

Reviews, the preparation and execution of which involve our 

historians, analysts, and researchers. With a major focus in FY 

2023/2024 being boosting case progression, which is worked 

by these same individuals, we are having to scale back to four 

FMUs. This decision was not made lightly and is necessary to 

best balance the competing requirements, which strain our 

resources. We will publish the FY2023 schedule soon. 

Key Leader Engagements.  
We have seen an increase in visits to DPAA facilities in 

Hawaii and Nebraska over the last three months. In addition 

to a number of Congressional Member and Staff Delegations, 

we were privileged to host the Senior Vice Commander-in-

Chief of the VFW; the Republic of Korea (ROK) Chairman of 

the Joint Chiefs of Staff and Commander, U.S. Forces Korea; 

the National Commander of American Veterans; Pacific Air 

Forces Commander; Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA) 

Foreign Defense Attaches; and the President of Palau, who 

had also dived with DPAA’s partner on an underwater investi-

gation there. These visits enable us to expose our mission to 

them and seek their support on challenges we are experienc-

ing. 

Regional Teams Overview Indo-Pacific (IP) Region 
Research and Analysis. While the National Archives 

remain partially closed due to COVID mitigation policies, IP 

researchers and historians have been regularly accessing the 

small number of areas which are open for research. 

Additionally, IP historians also recently began conducting 

archival research at the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers histor-

ical office in Alexandria, VA, focused on World War II 

(WWII) and Korean War historical research. Our Korean War 

analysts conducted their semi-annual Case Coordination 

Conference in April, during which cases and research priori-

ties were reviewed, and priority archival research and analyt-

ical tasks were assigned. 

Disinterment Operations.  
This last quarter, we disinterred 103 Unknowns - 71 from 

Manila American Cemetery and Memorial (MACM); includ-

ing 39 associated with the Tokyo Prison Fire incident, as well 

as 32 Unknowns from the National Military Cemetery of the 

Pacific (Punchbowl), which are associated with Phase 4 of the 

Korean War Identification Project, which we commenced on 

April 11 and will continue through the 1st quarter of FY 2023. 

Planned Field Operations.  
In mid-April, one IT deployed to Laos, the first in 2-1/2 

years, to investigate 14 sites in central and southern Laos. One 

IT arrived in Korea on April 30 to investigate 3 cases; they 

will also meet with the Ministry of National Defense Agency 

for Killed in Action Recovery and Identification (MAKRI) to 

discuss future planned operations and visit ongoing MAKRI 

operations at White Horse Hill in the Demilitarized Zone.  

Planned Disinterments.  
We are complete with disinterment operations in MACM 

for the remainder of FY 2023. During this quarter, we will dis-

inter 32 Korean War Unknowns from Punchbowl. 

THE GRAYBEARDS DEADLINES 

Articles to be published in the The Graybeards must be 

received by the editor no later than the 15th day of the first 

month of that issue. —Editor. 

Jan-Feb ......................................................................Jan 15  

Mar-Apr ....................................................................Mar 15  

May-June ..................................................................May 15  

July-Aug ....................................................................July 15  

Sept-Oct ....................................................................Sept 15  

Nov-Dec ....................................................................Nov 15

DPAA Family/VSO Quarterly Call and Update Notes Thursday May 12, 2022
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FY 2022 Accounted-for to date 
Total Identifications = 72 (Newly accounted for = 70 / 

Previously accounted for = 2) WWII = 60; Korean War = 10; 

Vietnam War= 0; Additional Portion IDs = 59;  FY 2021 

Accounted-for 

Total = 142 newly-accounted-for Additional Portion IDs = 

211 

Engagements of Note. Two social media campaigns for 

African American Heritage Month and Women’s History 

Month educated the public on DPAA efforts and encouraged 

FRS submissions; each campaign carried an audience of 

200,000. In association with Vietnam Veterans Day and 80th 

Anniversary of the Bataan Death March, we published 54 

press releases and 250 photos and videos. For National 

Former Prisoner of War Recognition Day, we coordinated the 

Washington Capitals hockey team introducing Korean War 

POW David Mills to an audience of 17,000 fans. 

DPAA in the News. There have been more than 1,800 arti-

cles mentioning DPAA over the past quarter with a potential 

reach of 2 billion, including one related to the Korean War: 

Home again: Korean War vet’s remains delivered to 

Hagerstown (also picked up nationally) 

https://www.fredericknewspost.com/news/politics_and_go

vernment/military/home-again-korean-war- vets-remains-

delivered-to-hagerstown/article_f28c718a-f350-52d0-96df- 

d79aa212675a.html?fbclid=IwAR2cg0fiw6_KWjxX0_zvmC

DZdGd- 

Q & A 
Special Operations Association: – How many vacancies in 
analytical slots does DPAA have that are unfilled? 

Answer: The IP Directorate currently has 6 vacancies for 

the Vietnam War, 2 for WWII, and 3 for the Korean War. We 

have onboarded several researchers and analysts in the past 

couple of months and are actively working to fill all vacancies 

as quickly as possible in line with established hiring process-

es. The EM Directorate currently has 1 vacancy for the 

Korean War (JCSD) and 1 for the WWII Supervisory 

Historian. 

Coalition of Families: Nothing was said about getting back 
into North Korea. Can you specify what the obstacles that 
keep us out?  

Answer: The Administration has made repeated attempts 

over the last year to communicate with the Democratic 

People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) at multiple levels. 

Unfortunately, DPRK has shown no interest and they have 

instead engaged in hostile rhetoric and provocative actions. 

U.S. sanctions, a stronger U.S.-ROK relationship, and manag-

ing COVID-19 appear to be the primary obstacles to any 

direct dialogue. 

Are there sanctions or policies the U.S. has against North 
Korea that are sticking points in this effort?  

Answer: Since 2006, there have been numerous economic 

and financial sanctions imposed on DPRK by the United 

Nations Security Council and unilaterally by the U.S. and 

other countries. The sanctions are in place mainly for nuclear 

weapons development, but also cyberattacks, money launder-

ing, and human rights violations. The DPRK has long sought 

relief from these sanctions and directly ties relief to not mov-

ing on the underlying strategic issues. 

Is it possible that the accounting effort could be separated 
from the political stuff and get North Korea to engage on that 
level?  

Answer: Since the June 2018 Singapore Summit, the U.S. 

has delinked POW/MIA discussions from denuclearization 

negotiations. More specifically, the U.S. Secretary of State 

allowed DPAA to communicate directly with the North 

Korean Army (KPA). We made no progress in two face-to-

face meetings and multiple letters and phone calls over the 

course of seven months and March 2019 was our last commu-

nication. Clearly, they connected all the issues in a quid pro 

quo manner. 

Has it ever been broached for private citizens to gain entry 
into North Korea to pursue losses?  

Answer: There have been private citizen overtures and 

efforts that gained traction with DPRK in the past. A current 

overture for a private investigation of a crash site received 

State Department approval for travel, but the DPRK has not 

responded due to their COVID-19 situation. We believe this 

effort could build trust for separating the humanitarian 

POW/MIA issue. 

When we get back into North Korea to perform recoveries, 
will there be an increase in funding, or will it still be only 
one or two Joint Recovery Operations (JROs) at a time?  

Answer: After the Singapore Summit Commitments 

included the repatriation and recovery of remains from North 

Korea, the DoD increased DPAA’s funding to fully cover four 

JROs, the optimal number when we last operated there. If we 

are allowed back in, we expect DoD to augment DPAA’s 

budget with the necessary funds. 

Can family organizations or NGOs reach out to North Korea 
and if so, we could give them advice and help?  

Answer: There are NGOs who have successfully operated 

inside North Korea, however, we are not sure of their status 

since the COVID-19 border closures. Former U.N. 

Ambassador and New Mexico Governor Richardson and his 

organization have had success in the past in communicating 

with DPRK officials and are very much committed to trying to 

advance the POW/MIA issue. 

We thank KWVA National Director Rocky Harder for stay-

ing on top of the DPAA’s activities and keeping us informed.

All Chapter and/or Department news for 
publication in The Graybeards should be 
mailed to Art Sharp, Editor, 2473 New 
Haven Circle, Sun City Center, FL 33573 
or emailed to: Sharparthur@aol.com
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WELCOME TO SAN ANTONIO 
Korean War Veterans Association  

Annual Membership Meeting 
October 24th through October 28th 

The Historic Menger Hotel built in 1859 
204 Alamo Plaza San Antonio TX 78205 

For reservations, please call (210) 223-4361.  
Ask for group rates: Korean War Veterans – October 2022 

n Next door to the Alamo and the Riverwalk.  

n Rate of $139 per night.  

n River Boat Tour on the River Walk and the Alamo  

n Guest speakers: Korean Consulate (Houston) General Ahn and MGEN Juan Ayala (USMCR) 



Registration Form
KWVA Annual Membership Meeting   Oct 24th - 28, 2022

Menger Hotel,   San Antonio TX

Print this registration form, fill in and mail it with your check or Money Order made payable to KWVA, Inc
            to The Korean War Veterans Association Inc. - PO BOX 407 - Charleston IL 61920-0407
              Questions?  Call Sheila at the KWVA Membershp Office: 217-345-4414

Note:  Mail-In registration is due by Octobet 19, 2022.  Walk-In Registrations will be accepted during the
convention, but we cannot guarantee availability at Events or the Banquet if capacity is reached.

Date Activity Cost/person #people Total
Monday Arrival - Registration opens at NOON to 6 pm Full Week $15 ea =
Oct 24th, 2022 All attendees (Members, Spouse and Guests) must One Day $10 Ea =

pay appropriate registration fee.
Hospitality Room Open Roosevelt Rm 2nd Flr 5 to 9 pm

Tuesday Board of Directors Meeting 8 am - 12 Noon
Oct 25th, 2022 Registration Desk Open 8 am to 5 pm

Hospitality Room Open 1 pm to 9 pm
Wounded Warrior Center Tour 2 pm to 4:30 pm
(For Directors, Staff and Spouses only)
Welcome Reception - Minuet Room 5 pm to 7 pm

Wednesday Annual Membership Meeting - 9 am - 1 pm
Oct 26th, 2022 Registration Desk Open 8 am to 4 pm

Hospitality Room Open 1 pm to 7 pm
River Boat Tour - open to all members and guests How many?
Paid by City of San Antonio 5 pm to 7 pm

Thursday Registration Desk Open 1 to 4 pm Beef $48 ea x =$
Oct 27th, 2022 Hospitality Room Open 1 to 5 pm  

KWVA Reception - 6 pm - 7 pm  Ballroom Lobby
 Banquet  7 pm - 10:00 pm  Hotel Ballroom  Chicken $48 ea x =$
Friday Oct 28th Return Home (Travel Day)

NOTE:  Meal price is for each Member and Guest Total
Please print you name as you want it on your badge.

FIRST ___________________ LAST __________________________NICKNAME

KWVA MEMBER # CHAPTER 

SPOUSE/GUEST NAME (S)

STREET ADRESS

CITY, ST, ZIP

PH# EMAIL

Disabilty/Dietary restrictions:

There will be a $25 charge for returned checks.
(Note:  Hotel reservations or cancellations are to be made direct with the hotel.)
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Note: Mail-in registration is due by October 19, 2022. Walk-in registrations will be accepted during convention, but 
we cannot guarentee availability at Events or Banquet if capacity is reached. 

Please print your name as you want it on your badge.



July-August 2022July-August 2022                                                                                                                                                    The GraybeardsThe Graybeards

Chapter 137 Holds Annual ‘Laying of the Roses’ for the Tri-Coun

30

By Ch 137 Trustee Loretta Ekoniak 

W
e had a KWVA War monument 

installed on July 27, 2003 on 

the 50th anniversary of the 

Korean Armistice. It was erected in the 

Veterans Park in Austintown, OH. It bears 

the names of the 119 young men from 

Columbiana, Mahoning, and Trumbull 

Counties who were killed in action during 

the Korean War. We wanted to make sure 

that they were never forgotten. 

Every year we have a “Laying of the 

Roses” ceremony at the monument. This 

year, on June 26, the Colors were posted 

by the Tri-State Marine Corps League, 

Detachment #494, an invocation was 

given by our chaplain, Frank Sloat, the 

POW/MIA Chair Cover was placed by 

2nd Vice Commander Ed Dzeda, and the 

Pledge of Allegiance was led by the 

Chapter 137 Commander, Mike Ekoniak 

Jr., who then gave opening remarks.  

A wreath of red roses, one for each of 

the men killed in Korea, was placed 

before the monument by Paul Melone, 

Chapter Treasurer, and 1st Vice 

Commander Ray Bishop. Then a local 

Marine laid a single rose on the plaque 

honoring John Kelly, a Marine who was 

posthumously awarded the Medal of 

Honor.  

The name of each KIA was read aloud 

by member Jeff Vrable, Jr., and a bell was 

rung to commemorate each man by 

Commander Ekoniak. Originally, rela-

tives of those killed would come up to the 

monument and place a rose at the 

engraved name of their loved one. This 

year we were honored that the niece of 

one of those KIA, Martin Chepke, was 

there with his picture to honor his memo-

ry. After the Roll Call, we had a guest 

speaker, Robert Santos, an Austintown 

Trustee who was formerly in the Marine 

Corps. 

Then, Commander Ekoniak gave a 

short talk about the second event of the 

day, the dedication of the new Korean 

Defense Plaque added to our monument 

to remember all the veterans who had 

served in Korea since the Armistice was 

signed on July 27, 1953.  Most people do 

not realize that 90 US and 40 ROK sol-

diers were killed in Korea since the 

Armistice was signed in incidents such as 

the Blue House Raid and the Pueblo inci-

dent in 1968. Such incidents led to the 

period 1966-69 being named the Second 

Korean War by Major Daniel Bolger and 

historians.  

Today, there are still 28,500 American 

troops serving in South Korea. Bob 

McCullough, the Ohio State KWVA 

Secretary/Treasurer, put the first wreath at 

the Korean Defense Plaque. 

The ceremonies ended with a rifle 

salute by the Marine Corps League 

detachment and “Taps” was played by our 

chaplain’s granddaughter, Dana Uber, 

who is a Petty Officer First Class in the 

Navy. Then the Colors were retired by the 

Marine Corps contingent, ending the cer-

emony.  

In all it was a very moving memorial 

and hopefully it will be continued annual-

ly for many years. 

Loretta Ekoniak, 
loretta/Ekoniak@gmail.com 

Top, Ch. 137’s monuments. Left, 137’s Korea Defense memorial. Right,  Korean War statue points 
wreath’s attention to Ch. 137’s monument  
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unty KIA and Dedication of the New Korean Defense Monument 

Jeff Vrable, Jr. (R) of Ch. 137 reads name of local men killed in Korea as Commander 
Ekoniak rings bell 

Wreath presented at Ch. 137’s ceremony

Dana Uber play’s “Taps” at Ch. 137 
commemoration

Ch. 137 member speaks at June 26 gathering 

Marine Corps League detachment fires salute to close Ch. 137 ceremony

Plaque in honor of MOH recipient John Kelly at Ch. 137’s memorial 



EDITOR’S REMINDER: President Brodeur keeps mentioning the 
value of using Facebook for coverage. It is helpful. See the note fol-
lowing Ch. 111’s news. 

1919  GEN. RAYMOND G. DAVIS [GA]GEN. RAYMOND G. DAVIS [GA]  

A 72nd anniversary of the Korean War commemorative cere-

mony was held on June 25, 2022 at the Atlanta Korean Cultural 

Center. It was a joint ceremony held by both the Korean Veterans 

Assoc. of the Southeast U.S. and our chapter. 

A festive gala ceremony featured speeches by many notables, 

representing various veterans group representatives, as well as 

some of the local government officials. Later on, the audience 

was entertained with performances by various groups of dancing 

and musicals. 
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Guests enjoy Ch. 19 luncheon 

Part of the large crowd at table of honor at Ch. 19 event 
Performers entertain crowd at Ch. 19 function 
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It also must be noted that, prior to the ceremony, all of our 

chapter members and their guests were treated with sumptuous 

French dinners catered by “Petite Violette” and hosted by Dr. 

David Chu and his wife Jane. We are grateful for their hospitali-

ty. 

David YK Lee, yongkilee19911@gmail.com  

2020  HAWAII #1 [HI] HAWAII #1 [HI]   

On 25 June 2022, the 72nd Korean War Commemoration, 

which was orchestrated by the Ch. 20 and the Consulate General 

of the Republic of Korea in Honolulu, was held at the National 

Cemetery of the Pacific at Punchbowl. Defense Attaché Navy 

CAPT Oh, Sookun served as the Master of Ceremony.  

The welcoming remarks were made by the Honorable Hong 

Seok-in, Consul General of the ROK. The keynote speaker was 

Admiral John C. Aquilino, Commander, USINDPACOM. The 

MARFORPAC Band provided a musical prelude. KWVA mem-

ber Walter Ozawa announced the 42 organizations that presented 

wreaths.  

The invocation and benediction were provided by Reverend 

Kahu Ralph Kahalehau. Each KWVA member was given the 

Ambassador for Peace medal by colorfully dressed Korean chil-

dren and a gratuity box containing varied Korean food, wine, and 

a video of the Korean War. 

Korean War veterans and guests assembled for photo at Atlanta cere-
mony

Wreaths presented at Hawaii June 25th ceremony 

Sailors stand at attention if front of field of wreaths at Hawaii commem-
oration 

Part of large crowd in attendance at Hawaii event 

Children participating in Hawaiian wreath laying
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Following the ceremony, members and their spouses visited 

Pearl Harbor and boarded a Korean Amphibious Assault ship for 

lunch and entertainment by the crew. The members also received 

a T-shirt commemorating the 72nd anniversary of the Korean 

War, photos, and other paraphernalia. 

Stan Fujii, Public Relations Director, stan_fujii@hotmail 

106106  TREASURE COAST [FL]TREASURE COAST [FL]  

On June 26, 2022 we held our final meeting until September. 

We presented hand-carved canes to nine Purple Heart veterans 

and individual checks of $8,500 to Fisher House and the 

Wounded Veterans Relief Fund. 

Louis DeBlasio, 352 NW Shoreview Dr.,  
Port St. Lucie, FL 34986, 772-344-8628,  

LouDi@bellsouth.net 

Members of Ch. 106 at June meeting 

 Stan Fujii of Ch. 20 
observes Ambassador 
for Peace Medal pres-
entation at Hawaiian 
event 

Attendees salute the flag in Hawaii

Ch. 20 members at Hawaiian observance

Wreath presented by 
Consulate General of 
Hawaii in memory of start 
of Korean War 

Walter Ozawa of Ch. 20 announces wreath presenter 



111111  CPL. RICHARD A. BELL [WI]    CPL. RICHARD A. BELL [WI]      

Korean War combat veteran Norb Carter, our chapter com-

mander, has been active in the National Flag Day Foundation for 

many years. At this year’s event he received the Jack Jarnik 

Patriotism Award. He was also the Parade Grand Marshall. 

We have participated in the National Flag Day Observance for 

many years. Members participate in the parade with a vehicle, as 

well as a color guard. As part of the observance, we contribute to 

the Stars and Stripes Honor Flight.  

James A. Maersch,   
1829 Park Ave., West Bend, WI 53090,  

262-338-0991 
NOTE: Both events were covered in a Facebook report at Cpl. 
Bell Chapter 111 active in National Flag Day Observance | By 
James Maersch (washingtoncountyinsider.com).  
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Presentation of cane to Purple Heart recipient at Ch. 106 meeting   

Facsimiles of checks presented by Ch. 106 to Fisher House and the 
Wounded Veterans Relief Fund 

Nine hand-carved canes distributed to Purple Heart recipients by Ch. 106 

Commander Norb Carter of Ch. 111 accepts the Jack Jarnik Patriotism 
Award 

Norb Carter presents a check to Amy Luft of the Wisconsin Honor Flight 
Program on behalf of Ch. 111 (HC) 
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112112  LAKE ERIE [OH] LAKE ERIE [OH]   

Members participated in the Mentor, OH 4th of July parade. 

The chapter’s bio according to the parade committee read: “The 

KWVA’s chapter members represent one WWII veteran, veterans 

of the Korean War and Defense veterans who have seen duty in 

Korea since 1955. Tony Mazzolini is our commander.”  

Steve Szekely, 216-381-9080, sxdszek@sbcglobal.net 

121121  GREATER CINCINNATI [OH] GREATER CINCINNATI [OH]   

Korean War Veterans Honored on Memorial Day 
To show our appreciation for our Korean War veterans and 

fallen warriors who served in Korea and their families, we held a 

picnic on May 28, the Saturday before Memorial Day. Those 

members deceased in 2022 were Jim Balli, Don Harrison and 

George Kerber. 

A special tribute was made to Dr. Bae Suk Lee, a very impor-

tant member of the KWVA. He passed away on June 26, 2021 at 

age 91. Dr. Lee was born in North Korea and lived under both 

Imperialistic Japanese rule and Communistic North Korean rule. 

He escaped North Korea before the Korean War started in June 

of 1950. During the war, he served with the Korean Marines. 

Because he spoke English, he was attached to the U.S. Marines 

as an interpreter. After the war, Dr. Lee attended medical school 

and became a doctor in the Korean Air Force.  

In 1972, Dr. Lee started his medical career all over. He 

brought his family to the United States and started his medical 

residency in New York City. Dr. Lee spent his medical career in 

Marietta, OH. In his retirement, he moved to Evendale, OH to be 

near his daughter, Unmi, and son-in-law, Jim Albertz, along with 

their children, David and Claire Albertz.  

Dr. Lee was super active in the KWVA. He constantly strived 

to bring together the Korean–American community and KWVA 

members. Dr. Lee was so grateful for the American Soldiers who 

served in Korea. Without American support, there would be free-

dom in South Korea today. In fact, there would be no South 

Korea. Dr. Lee is truly missed by his fellow KWVA members.  

Vice Commander Kenneth Szekely, Treasurer Rick Butler, Asst. 
Secretary Karen Szekely, Past Commander Steve Szekely, and Secretary 
Mike Blau of Ch. 112 (L-R) at Mentor, OH 4th of July Parade 

Members of Ch. 121 at their Memorial Day outing: (Back Row L-R) Joe 
Rettig, Jules Freedman, Bill Doud, Dan Rieskamp, Gene Molen, Dave 
Wright, John Plahovinsak, Bill Riekert; (Front Row L-R) Tom Schneider, 
Jack Long, Jack Brady, Bob Kistler and Russ Carlson

Jack Brady (L) and Russ Carlson of Ch. 121 enjoy a few minutes of 
comradeship during the chapter’s recent annual picnic 

Volunteers for Ch. 121’s picnic: (Back Row L-R) Paul Collett, Joe Rettig, 
Dave Buschmann, Tom Schneider, Bob Barnhorst, Allen Hughes; (Front 
Row L-R) Linda Collett, Barb Rettig, Pat Buschmann and Pat Barnhorst 
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The picnic and ceremony were a solemn and fun event. In 

addition to great socializing, the ceremony part of the dinner was 

quite moving. After President Joe Rettig opened with the Pledge 

of Allegiance, all attendees sang our “National Anthem,” along 

with “God Bless America.” Chaplain Bill Doud announced the 

names of those members who passed away in 2022. “Taps” was 

played in honor of our fallen warriors.  

Tom Schneider and Allen Hughes placed six story boards 

around the picnic shelter to provide a history of the Korean War. 

This great display allowed veterans to show their families where 

they served during the Korean War. 

The background music for the dinner was the top hits from 

1948 to 1954. This brought back many memories for the veter-

ans. They could all tell you where they were when they first 

heard each song.  

The event could not have been run efficiently if not for the 

volunteers from American Legion NE Post 630, located in Blue 

Ash, Ohio: Bob & Pat Barnhorst, Dave & Pat Buschmann, Paul 

& Linda Collett, Allen Hughes, and Joe & Barb Rettig. They did 

everything: room set-up, manning the Registration Table, serving 

drinks, appetizers, and the individual dinners, collecting for the 

Split-the-Pot drawing, offering photography services, and room 

clean-up.  

Because many of the Korean War veterans are not highly 

mobile, and for a safe COVID-19 protocol, Raffel’s Catering, 

located in Evendale, OH, delivered individual meals for the din-

ner. Raffel’s also provided special cookies for the veterans at no 

charge.  

Two Members selected for prestigious honor 
The Ford Motor Corporation named two members as recipi-

ents of the Ford Oval of Military Honor: Army veteran Jack 

Brady and Marine veteran Russ Carlson. Only eight veterans 

were inducted into the “Oval” in 2022. This prestigious honor is 

awarded by the Ford Motor Corporation to recognize and appre-

ciate the military heroes living in our local communities. This is 

the first time that members of the KWVA Chapter #121 (Greater 

Cincinnati) were selected for this honor. 

Jack Brady was assigned to I Corps during his combat tour of 

duty in Korea. He earned two Bronze Stars. One was for his 

valiant defense of an artillery position from being overrun by the 

enemy. He was also instrumental in transporting Marines after 

the Battle of the Chosin Reservoir.  

Russ Carlson, assigned to the 1st Marine Division, was 

wounded during the Battle of the Chosin Reservoir. His unit was 

attacked by several Chinese Army Divisions, but the Marines 

fought their way to the evacuation port in below freezing winter 

conditions. He was awarded the Purple Heart for sustaining a 

combat wound.  

Both Brady and Carlson were inducted into the Ford 

Corporation’s Oval of Military Honor at the Cincinnati Reds 

Baseball Team’s Hall of Fame Museum. Preceding their induc-

tion, their stories were highlighted during the week on WLW 700 

Radio. They were introduced during the Reds Baseball game and 

awarded large plaques as a remembrance of their service and 

achievements during the Korean War.  

Chapter Installs Officers for 2022/2023 Year  
Recently, the following members were installed as chapter 

officers. President Joe Rettig;  1st Vice President Dr. Steve 

Stratemeyer; 2nd Vice President Vic Caproni; Chaplain Bill 

Doud; Recording Secretary John Plahovinsak; Treasurer Tom 

Schneider. Russ Carlson swore them in. Unfortunately, Tom 

Schneider missed the nearby photo due to eye surgery.  

Joe Rettig, 9490 Lansford Dr.,  
Blue Ash, OH  45242, 513-891-7244,  

jrettig@cinci.rr.com 

142142  COL. WILLIAM E. WEBER [MD] COL. WILLIAM E. WEBER [MD]   

Commander Fred Becker, Chip Chipley, Bob Mount and 

Glenn Wienhoff attended the Citizens/Montevue Assisted Living 

Memorial Day Program on May 27, 2022 in Frederick County, 

Maryland. A check for $1,000 was presented to the Facility’s 

Volunteer Auxiliary for the benefit of veterans residing at the 

location. 

Linda Crilly, Ch. Webmaster, CID142 
Webmaster@gmail.com, or Glenn Wienhoff, 

cid142kwva@gmail.com 

172172  HANCOCK COUNTY [OH] HANCOCK COUNTY [OH]   

We were honored to have concert pianist Eun Young Lee per-

form at our May meeting.  Ms. Lee, who was born in South 

Korea, came to the United States in 2012 to pursue degrees in 

piano performance.   

Ms. Lee has won numerous competitions, such as the 

New officers of Ch. 121: Dr. Steve Stratemeyer, John Plahovinsak, Bill 
Doud, Vic Caproni, Joe Rettig, and Russ Carlson, who swore them in (L-R) 

Unidentified 
Citizens/Montevue 
Auxiliary Volunteer, Chip 
Chipley, Bob Mount, Fred 
Becker and Glenn 
Wienhoff of Ch. 142 at 
recent presentation
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American Protégé Competition, Concert Artists International 

Virtuoso Competition, International Maestro Piano and Strings 

Competition, the University of Seoul National Education 

Competition, the Yeajin Music Competition, and the Korea 

Brahms Institution Competition. As a result of winning 

these competitions, she has performed in Carnegie Hall in New 

York City three times. 

Ms. Lee told of her parents always impressing upon her the 

importance of being grateful for the sacrifice and service of the 

Americans during the Korean War. Because of this she used her 

skills to give piano recitals to Korean War veterans to show her 

appreciation. 

She told the story of her father, who was born in 1953 and 

became very ill to the point that her grandmother feared he might 

not live. What did she do? She risked her life to get her son to an 

American Army base where doctors saved his life. Eun told us, 

“I essentially believe my whole family owes you their lives.”  

Ms. Lee performed six numbers, including several from 

Gershwin and Chopin. Ms. Lee’s final number was Chopin’s 

Ballad No. 3, as she called it ‘the perfect piece to play for 

heroes.” 

Larry Monday, Secretary, 419-387-7532, mondayL9@aol.com 

189189  CCENTRAL FLORIDA EAST COAST [FL]ENTRAL FLORIDA EAST COAST [FL]    

We had a great meeting on May 17th with the presence of four 

MOAA guests who assisted Colonel Kimberly Ramos with her 

dynamic presentation on Cyber Technology and how to protect 

yourself from scammers. Colonel Ramos had a number of high 

responsibilities in the military, including Chief Information 

Officer at Air Force Reserve Command Headquarters, where she 

was responsible for operational policy, strategic planning, pro-

gramming, and information management for 684 Reserve units. 

They comprised 43 flying wings and about 70,000 personnel.  

Colonel Ramos retired from the military after 26 years of 

service and later joined Embry Riddle Aeronautical University as 

the first woman Commander of the Air Force ROTC detachment 

157 for four additional years of service. She is still attached to 

Embry Riddle, having developed Cyber Technology courses 

which she teaches on line to Embry Riddle’s World Wide 

Campus. Needless to say, our members really enjoyed the pres-

entation and advice she offered. 

Members attended the dedication of the Daytona Military 

Museum. KWVA National President Jeff Brodeur and KWVA 

National Secretary Harold Trieber joined them for the event.  

Each year on June 25th the Republic of South Korea has a 

Memorial Day ceremony in recognition of the start of the Korean 

War on June 25, 1950. This year’s event was hosted by In-Sook 

Yum Forget, President of the Korean-American Association of 

East Florida, Daytona Beach, Florida. 

Eun Young Lee performs at Ch. 172 
meeting 

Eun Young Lee and members of Ch. 
172

Commander Joe Sicinski of Ch.189 presents a Certificate of 
Appreciation and KWVA DOF coin to U.S Air Force (Ret) Colonel 
Kimberly Ramos 

Attendees at Ch. 189’s June 25th observance 
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The event was also a “Korean War Veteran Ceremony” for 

members of our chapter. Members of the Republic of South 

Korea expressed their appreciation for our veterans who fought 

in the war for their freedom and to prevent communism from 

overtaking their country. It was a great event with professional 

Korean entertainers and an abundance of Korean and American 

food. 

Joseph Sicinski, sicinskij@aol.com 

199199  MANASOTA [FL] MANASOTA [FL]   

Members participated in a recent Military Appreciation day at 

LeCom Field, Bradenton FL, home of the Bradenton Marauders 

and winter home of the Pittsburgh Pirates.   

donaldcoury1@verizon.net 

251251  FRANKENMUTH-SAGINAW [MI] FRANKENMUTH-SAGINAW [MI]   

Members conducted a Memorial Day Rose of Sharon drive at 

Pat’s Food Store, Freeland, MI, and Sam’s Club and Walmart on 

Bay Road in Saginaw.  

Many of them were photographed in the course of their par-

ticipation. Unfortunately, many were not.  

Richard Carpenter, 4915 N. River Rd., Freeland, MI 48623 

Ch. 189 President Joseph Sicinski, National President Jeff Brodeur, 
National Secretary Harold Trieber, and Florida State Senator Tom Wright 
(L-R) display lithograph donated by KWVA to Daytona Military Museum 

Members of Ch. 189 gather at Daytona Military Museum dedication 

Harold Trieber (far left) and Jeff Brodeur (C) with Vietnam War Veterans 
Color Guard at Daytona Military Museum 

Items on display at Daytona Military Museum

Members of Ch. 
199 prepare for 
Military 
Appreciation 
Day ceremony in 
Bradenton, FL: 
Tom Skelly, 
Diane Miler, 
John Danko, 
Jack Clarke, 
Stan Weyman, 
Don Courtney 
(L-R)
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258258  NORTHERN RHODE ISLAND [RI] NORTHERN RHODE ISLAND [RI]   

We have had some busy and interesting events at our chapter. 

At our March meeting Commander Richard St. Louis was given 

a special cake thanking him for his service to our chapter. At our 

May meeting Gus Pagel and Raul (Bob) Charbonneau were 

sworn in as new members. Nominations of new officers were 

conducted and then we had a special treat, one of our members, 

Gil Arruda, gave us a talk on bullfighting. 

Gil developed an interest in the sport of bullfighting and 

became quite an expert on this subject. He has an extensive col-

lection of memorabilia. At one time he hosted a 17-year-old 

Richard Carpenter (L) and Jack Leaman of Ch. 251

Bob Hubbard 

Gorman Wolfe Henry Sugden

Shirley Weber 

Richard Carpenter (L) and Art Schwan of Ch. 251

Richard Stevans (L), who earned a Purple Heart while serving in com-
bat in South Korea, and Charles Chantiny of Ch. 251  

Eugene Feinauer (L) and Pete Van Haaren of Ch. 251 engaged in fund 
raising effort 

Rose of Sharon Participating Members of Ch. 251

Sr. Vice Dick Mende (L) of Ch. 258 with Commander Richard St. Louis 
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The cake presented in honor of 
Commander St. Louis 

Below, Commander St. Louis of 
Ch. 258 swears in Raul (Bob) 
Charbonneau and Gus Pagel

Gil Arruda speaks to Ch. 258 
members about bullfighting

Below, Gil Arruda of Ch. 258 
meets Queen Sofia of Spain

King Juan Carlos and Queen Sofia 
of Spain

New officers of Ch. 258 being sworn in 

Tracy Babcock, Ch. 258 Commander St. Louis’s daughter, passes out 
awards at recent meeting 



member of the royal family at his home and received an invita-

tion to meet the King and Queen of Spain, King Juan Carlos & 

Queen Sophia. Everyone enjoyed the very interesting talk by Gil. 

At our June meeting our officers for the upcoming year were 

sworn in by Town Clerk Jean Facteau. Commander St. Louis 

asked his daughter Tracy Babcock to hand out awards to some of 

our members to thank them for their service to our chapter. 

After the awards ceremony Commander St. Louis was sur-

prised when he was called to the front and presented with a cita-

tion from the House of Representatives by John Gallo, head of 

the Legislative Committee and President of the United Veterans 

Council. 

Ed Kane, President of the House Advisory Committee, pre-

sented the Commander with a certificate of Special Recognition 

from Governor McKee. Then, Ginny Hanson from the Military 

Women Across America presented the Commander with a chal-

lenge coin. 

Margaret Walsh, Secretary/Photographer,  
311 Hardig Rd., B205, Warwick, RI 02886 

267267  GENERAL JAMES A. VAN FLEET [FL] GENERAL JAMES A. VAN FLEET [FL]   

We sent three officers to the Korean Baptist Church of 

Gainesville, FL to deliver a gift from our friend and mentor, 

LtGen John M. Le Moyne, U.S. Army Retired, who also attended 

the event. We went to the 11 a.m. service on April 10, 2022, Palm 

Sunday to present the members with a unique gift from the good 
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Ed Kane presents certificate from the Governor of Rhode Island to Ch. 
258 Commander Richard St. Louis 

Ginny Hanson of the Military Women Across America presents chal-
lenge coin to Commander St. Louis of Ch. 258

John Gallo presents citation from Rhode Island House of 
Representatives to Ch. 258 Commander Richard St. Louis in apprecia-
tion of his service 

Ron Carbaugh, Don Sherry, Norm Tankersley, Gen. John LeMoyne, 
Pastor Min-Soek Sohn, and Asst. Chihong Yun (L-R) at Ch. 267 presen-
tation

Ron Carbaugh, Chihong Yun, Don Sherry, Norm Tankersley, Pastor Min-
Soek Sohn and Gen. John LeMoyne (L-R) at Ch. 267 presentation 
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General: a carved statue of an ancient Korean Warrior Knight 

that he received from the South Korean government after his visit 

with them in 2001. 

Pastor Min-Seok Sohn received the gift from the General and 

the chapter for his parishioners. It was good to see our old friends 

again. We have spent many ‘’Nights of Celebration’’ with the 

members, who have honored us for our service in Korea during 

the war. 

The statue is approximately a foot high, encased in 8 x 10 

inches of glass. The inscription reads ‘’To the Korean Baptist 

Church of Gainesville. Thank you for your courage and support 

for democracy, from the General Van Fleet Chapter 267, Korean 

War Veterans Assoc., Feb. 2022.” 

We held our annual fundraiser with the Rose of Sharon flow-

ers on Armed Forces Day, May 21, 2022. This year we sent out 

eight teams of volunteers to Publix Markets in Alachua County. 

This year’s volunteers were Ron Carbaugh, Wayne Woodin, 

Eddie Thomas, Nathan Ephriam, Rich Stalbaum, Garry Giles, 

Sarge McQuinn, Norm Tankersley, Jack Harris, P. Ause Brown, 

Carl and Connie Covey, Bettyann Means, and Don Sherry. We 

raised $5,303.03, thanks to our loyal volunteers and the generos-

ity of local patriots who contributed to our effort. 

Commander Ron Carbaugh, the event coordinator, visited all 

the Publix markets and arranged for each visit. He also assem-

bled the supplies for each team: a map of Korea, KWVA signs for 

their tables, donation jars, military giveaways, and the Rose of 

Sharon flowers. Everyone met at the American Legion Post 16, 

where we counted the money collected and ate pizza and soda. 

We give most of the money to help local veteran’s organiza-

tions. We retain only enough to pay the operating expenses of our 

chapter. Here is a partial list of some of our donation recipients: 

Santa Fe College Veterans Scholarship Program, Vietnam 

Veterans Assoc., Young Marines, Korean Baptist Church of 

Gainesville, our home, the American Legion Post 16 and its sub-

sidiaries, the Auxiliary, the Sons, and the Riders, area homeless 

veterans and chapter members in financial crisis, South West 

Advocacy Thanksgiving Turkey and Food Basket giveaway for 

our less fortunate neighbors, KWVA National Fund Raiser, our 

Dept. of Florida KWVA State Assessments, Wreaths across 

America, and the Marine Corps Toys for Tots Christmas pro-

gram. 

Don Sherry, Adjutant, 352-375-8355, dpskwva@yahoo.com 

297297  PLATEAU [TN] PLATEAU [TN]   

On June 8, 2022 we held our annual picnic, at which every-

body had a great time. Fairfield Glade United Methodist Church 

of Crossville, Tennessee hosted the picnic in honor of former 

Commander Gene Stone, who passed away on December 13, 

2021. He was much beloved by the parishioners of the church, 

who wanted to honor his memory by providing a place and food 

items to make this a great day.  

All those who served in the Army were pictured with a special 

cake commemorating the birthday of the U.S. Army, which just 

celebrated its 247th birthday. The cake was designed by Jack 

Fogel, an Associate Member, who served in South Korea after 

Ron Carbaugh, Don Sherry, Norm Tankersley and Gen. John LeMoyne of 
Ch. 267 (L-R) at the Korean Baptist Church in Gainesville, FL

Don Sherry, Nate Ephiram, Ron Carbaugh, Eddie Thomas, Ron 
Stahlbaum, Norm Tankersley, Garry Giles, and Ause Brown (L-R), a Ch. 
267 Rose of Sharon solicitation team 

Connie Covey, Michelle Seabrook, Bettyann Means, and Carl Covey (L-
R) raising money during Ch. 267 Rose of Sharon drive 

Sarge McQuinn (L) and Norm Tankersley participate in Ch. 267’s fund 
drive 
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the Korean War.  

Two of our three 2022 scholarship award winners, Abigail 

Brown and Kaly Selby, were among those in attendance. They 

were presented with the book, “Korea Reborn,” as well as a CD, 

“Beyond the Bridge of No Return.”  It was great to meet these 

very talented young ladies. 

Not pictured was Keely Frazier, who was on an FA field trip. 

Robin Piacine, Secretary, cell: 717-512-3834,  
home: 931-456-1332, robinpiacine@aol.com 

301301  FOOTHILLS [SC] FOOTHILLS [SC]   

We meet at 12:15 every month but July on the 2nd Thursday 

at the Golden Corral, 3240 N. Pleasantburg Drive, Greenville, 

SC. The regular monthly meeting in June is considered the annu-

al meeting and time for election of officers. Elected officers for 

2022-2023 include President Tom Comshaw, 1st Vice President 

Bob Budihas, 2nd Vice President Ulish Givance, and Mrs. 

Cynthia Perry, Sec/Treas.  

Following installation of officers by Past President Conrad 

Nowak, the new officers took their place and continued the meet-

ing. Since the Foothills Chapter does not have a regular meeting 

in July they instead have an annual family picnic to include the 

families and guests of all the members.   

Lew Perry, lewperry@aol.com 

305 305   CARSON CITY [NV] CARSON CITY [NV]   

NOTE: This submission has been in our vault for a while. It’s 
still timely. It was sent by Richard Tieben, 1549 Quail Ln., 
Carson City, NV 89701, 775-887-9085, Cell: 775-720-3331. 

A few years ago, in the Jan/Feb 2018 issue, to be exact, a 

writer mentioned in a Sgt. Reckless article the “Nevada 

Complex” battles. We use that battle as our theme for our mem-

bers in Carson City.  

We have placed four plaques on four large boulders in our 

memorial. The plaques are marked “Reno,” “Carson,” “Vegas,” 

and “Elko.”  

Ch. 297 members at annual picnic: Jim Morris (immediate front); 1st 
row: Larry Azevedo, Robert Gruber, Peter Staab, Gene Ferris, Richard 
Malsack; 2nd row: Jack Fogel, Ron Likens and Willard Dale

Abigail Brown, and Kaly Selby, two of Ch. 297’s 2022 scholarship winners

Richard Malsack, Ron Likens, 
Commander Ferris is cutting the 
cake, and Peter Staab (L-R) at Ch. 
297 picnic 

New officers of Ch 
301: Tom Comshaw, 
Ulish Givance, 
Cynthia Perry, and 
Bob Budihas (L-R)

The four plaques at the Carson City, NV memorial 
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It’s nice to know that someone mentions and remembers the 

last Korean War battle, the “Nevada Complex.” 

Roy B. Semmens, 775-741-2191, Baagman@msn.com 

306306  WEST MICHIGAN [MI]WEST MICHIGAN [MI]  

On May 17 2022 we hosted a guest pianist who has played at 

Carnegie Hall three times.  Her name is Eun Young Lee. She 

learned piano in Korea at a young age and then went to Ewha 

Woman’s University in Seoul, where she earned both Bachelor’s 

and Master’s Degrees in music.  She came to the USA at 25 years 

of age to continue her music education and piano performance.  

Ms. Lee earned a degree in performing arts at Indiana University 

and went on to earn a Ph.D. in piano performance at the 

University of Michigan.  

Ms. Lee’s father was born in 1953 and was very ill in his early 

life. Her grandmother took the infant to a nearby American base, 

where the medics helped him back to health. Ms. Lee and her 

family are very grateful for the medics at that unknown base for 

saving her future father. 

When North Korea invaded South Korea, her mother’s par-

ents were separated. Her grandfather served in the military and 

her grandmother fled Seoul. Eun’s mother had not yet been born.  

Her grandparents were eventually reunited. Ms. Lee was taught 

the struggles of a poor South Korea from her parents and grand-

parents and that the Americans bore the brunt of the battles in S. 

Korea.   

She and her family continue to be very appreciative of 

Americans and she honors the veterans today at the request of her 

family, who encourage her to share her musical talents as a per-

sonal gift of appreciation.   

Ms. Lee showcased her talent on the piano and did a magnif-

icent job of performing a Gershwin tune, Frederic Chopin selec-

tions and “Rock Around the Clock” by Bill Haley and his 

Comets, which was released in 1955. Chapter 306’s Korean War 

veterans remembered and enjoyed this song. Following the 

recital, we shared lunch at a local restaurant.  Ms. Lee and her 

agent were quite interested in the personal stories our Korean 

War veterans shared. It was a very memorable day we won’t soon 

forget.   

Kamsamnida, Katchi Kapshida 
Doug Voss, Sr. Vice Pres., dwv123@aol.com 

312312  ANTIETAM [MD] ANTIETAM [MD]   

We were chartered in 2007. Since then we have accumulated 

numerous artifacts and memorabilia from the Korean War. Fort 

Ritchie in Western Maryland is currently building a museum to 

honor the WWII-famous “Ritchie Boys.” We will have the honor 

of sharing the same building to house our own “Korean War” 

museum.  

The Korean War Veterans Memorial, Carson City, NV 

Eun Young Lee with members of Ch. 306 

Fort Ritchie, MD, museum

Members of Ch. 312 stand outside site of Fort Ritchie museum 



Here we expect to preserve these historically important items 

for posterity and stimulate renewal of the “Forgotten War.” 

NOTE: Fort Ritchie was originally established as a training 

site for the Maryland National Guard. It was acquired as a U.S. 

Army installation during World War II. During the war it was 

used as a training site for interrogators and psychological warfare 

experts, known as the Ritchie Boys.  

After the war, it was used as a communications center by the 

Army supporting the Military District of Washington and by the 

Air Force in support of the nearby Raven Rock Mountain 

Complex Alternate National Military Command Center 

(ANMCC). The post was closed in September 1998. (Source: 

Fort Ritchie, Maryland Wikipedia) 

Ron Twentey, 12100 Swain Rd. NE, Little Orleans, MD  

21766, 240-882-6153, Rtwentey2020@gmail.com  

328328  LOS ANGELES COUNTY [CA] LOS ANGELES COUNTY [CA]   

Our new consulate general from the Republic of Korea, Mr. 

Young Wah Kim, welcomed us at his home on June 24, 2022 to 

commemorate the start of the Korean War on June 25, 1950. Our 

group included Warrant Officer Mr. Bob Son, retired Los 

Angeles County Sheriff Mr. Lee Baca, Mrs. Lee Baca, and 

Joseph Wong.  

Joseph Wong, 2870 Gainsborough Dr.,  
San Marino, CA 91108, 213-250-3818,  

joethe417@yahoo.com 
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Lee Baca, Consul General Young Wah Kim, Mrs. Baca, and Joseph Wong 
(L-R) at reception 

Bob Son, Ramon Rey, and fellow member of Ch. 328 (L-R) at reception 

Audience members stand at attention at Los Angeles reception 

Crowd listens to address at lunch-
eon in Los Angeles 

Photos of Fullerton, CA Korean 
War Memorial on display at Los 
Angeles reception 

Invitation to the  
reception
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332332  LOUISIANA [LA] LOUISIANA [LA]   

We had a great Korean War memorial service on June 26, 

2022 sponsored by the Korean Association of Greater New 

Orleans. This is the first year the service was held indoors at the 

John McDonogh V.F.W. Post 3121.That was due to the unbear-

able heat outdoors.  We had the best attendance, comprising over 

165 veterans, families and friends, guest speakers and local 

Koreans. Post 3121 provided Color Guards; the Marine Brass 

Quintet provided the music. Guest speakers came from Dallas 

and Houston, and a delicious dinner was provided after the serv-

ice. 

During the service Ms. MyungHoon Chung, President of Mid-

South Korean Association, presented a Peace medal to Sun Kim. 

The medal is made from melting and combining pieces of rusty 

barbed wire from the Demilitarized Zone, dividing North and 

South Korea, and empty bullet casings that were used during the 

Korean War. 

A very moving video of tribute to Louisiana veterans pro-

duced by Peter Lee was shown. Since you can’t put a video in the 

magazine, I would like you to see this video my son Peter Lee 

made. Go to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1iaqKxJybjc. 

Peter and I went to visit almost all the veterans last year to 

take formal portraits of them, which we displayed at last year’s 

service. This is a video of those visits. All those who saw this 

video were very much touched. 

Sun Kim, sunnkim@aol.com 

Consul Juhyun Kim from the Korean Consulate in Houston speaks to 
assembly at Ch. 322 event 

Floyd Courtade at table with Jefferson Parish President Cynthia Lee-
Shengat at Ch. 322 gathering

Victor Richard with Ms. Sula Kim, anchor of WDSU TV, at Ch. 322 com-
memoration 

Ronald Richoux and Bill Gillen with Yohan Park in New Orleans

Ronald Marks with 
Caleb Lee at Ch. 332 
event 

Melvin Truch and family with Ch. 322 
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Victor Richards and family with Sun Kim in New Orleans 

Speaker Yohan Park of Houston, TX addresses Ch. 322 attendees 

Ms. Myung Hoon Chung, President of Mid-South Korean Association (L), 
presents Peace medal to Sun Kim

All Korean veterans of Louisiana at the Ch. 322 function

All Korean War vets and their guests at New Orleans Memorial Service 

The New Orleans service 
program 

Ms. Aekyung Kim performs Korean Drum Dance as Floyd Courtade looks 
on from the left side table 

All Chapter and/or Department news for publica-
tion in The Graybeards should be mailed to Art 
Sharp, Editor, 2473 New Haven Circle, Sun City 
Center, FL 33573 or emailed to: 
Sharparthur@aol.com
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$22 ea

$29 

$9.45
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My final—and reluctantly offered—prayer
By Therese Park  

A
s a nine-year-old, the fifth child, and a girl in a family of 

nine during the year North Korea invaded the south, I 

wasn’t religious. In fact, “religion” and all that came 

from the arena of “religion” that my mother force fed into her 

seven children, aged 3-15, four boys and three girls. That includ-

ed going to Sunday Mass, attending daily evening prayers, and 

listening to her lectures on right and wrong. However, in January 

1951, I met God face-to-face. 

On a bitterly cold evening, our parents brought home eight 

unexpected guests, two priests and six sisters of Sisters of Korean 

Martyred Saints, all in civilian clothes. They were refugees who 

had fled severely bombed Seoul and just landed in Busan. Two 

months earlier in November over 100,000 Chinese troops calling 

themselves the “Volunteer Army” stepped into the Korean War 

Theater uninvited, and mauled the UN troops who had crossed 

the 38th Parallel and advanced to the Chosin Reservoir, causing 

many casualties. 

Apparently, the bishop of the Busan Diocese had pleaded with 

the church members to help accommodate over 200 religious 

leaders who had just landed in Busan, since all of the Diocesan 

buildings—churches, Catholic school buildings, nursing homes, 

and juvenile correctional facilities—had turned into makeshift 

refugee centers and food distribution facilities.  

(About this time, Busan, the seaport at the southeastern end of 

the peninsula, was promoted to “Temporary Capital of Republic 

of Korea” after the government escaped Seoul earlier and settled 

in, and the population in Busan exploded from 300,000 people to 

3 million.) 

Before leaving home, Father had told our cook to expect one 

or two dinner guests and told us kids to clean the house. But no 

one expected they would come back with eight guests. 

“These fathers and sisters will live with us until they find their 

own places,” Father told us, introducing them to us. He then 

introduced us, calling us by our baptismal names. 

The next day, a carpenter came with a truck full of lumber and 

sawed, hammered, and drilled in the courtyard. He made many 

trips to the “men’s quarter” that consisted of two bedrooms and a 

rectangular-shaped front room that had a hardwood floor. Here, 

in the men’s quarter, Father sometimes had a drinking party with 

his men friends. 

When the work was done the next day, our guests and our par-

ents stood in the front room before the altar table, tabernacle, and 

the large bare wooden Cross mounted above it, admiring the car-

penter’s work. 

Two masses were celebrated daily, and we had a new obliga-

tion—attending one mass daily. There, in our home church, we 

lowered our heads and prayed daily for the safety of American 

fighting soldiers, their commanders, and our country’s freedom. 

The war situation was briefed daily by the celebrant of the mass.  

God certainly communicated with me in those days in his gen-

tle voice. He never ordered me what to do, such as to remember 

what’s going on or who’s paying for our impending freedom, 

risking their own lives, or how we must pay back our moral debt 

to those fighting soldiers. But I know for sure that listening to the 

adult’s impromptu open prayer every morning, their briefing of 

the war news, their tearful pleas, their denouncing of the evil 

deeds of Communists, and yearning for better days shaped my 

journey called life. 

Nowadays, seven decades later, my prayer goes like this:  

“Heavenly Father, please allow me another ten years. I have 

things to do. I know I said the same prayer ten years ago, and You 

granted my request but those years passed so fast. In short, I don’t 

want to go too soon.  I have more stories to tell about the Korean 

War veterans whom I actually saw with my very eyes as a child 

when they arrived in Busan one week after President Truman 

declared on July 1, 1950 that we [the Americans] must help South 

Korea at all cost.  

“Without their sacrifices in our country, we couldn’t have sur-

vived the war, as You know. And how kindly they treated us kids 

is solidly engraved in my memory through the sweet taste of tiny 

Hershey bars they bestowed onto us whenever we bowed or how 

loudly the injured soldiers applauded in their military hospital 

when we kids visited them and showered them with American 

songs we had learned for the occasion and the gifts our parents 

had prepared for them: handkerchiefs embroidered with delicate 

flower patterns, rice cakes, and “Thank You” notes written in 

Korean. 

“Seven decades later, the war on that peninsula still lingers on 

as Kim Jong-un threatens the world with his nuclear madness, 

which will not change in my time on earth. Regardless, I have a 

humble wish:  

“On my final day, Lord, please let 

some of the departed Korean War veter-

ans guard the Gate of Heaven so that 

some of them recognize me as the writer 

of the stories they read in Graybeards 

Magazine and allow me to enter God’s 

Promised Land. I pray these in your 

name!” 

Amen! 

Therese Park, tspark63@yahoo.com 

Therese Park

Nowadays, seven decades later, my 
prayer goes like this:  
“Heavenly Father, please allow me 
another ten years. I have things to do. 
I know I said the same prayer ten 
years ago, and You granted my 
request but those years passed so fast. 
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BARRE, VT  

The city held its 

Veterans Memorial 

Day parade and cer-

emony at Youth 

Triumph City Park 

on a beautiful 80-

degree day. There 

was large atten-

dance all along flag-

decorated Main 

Street. 

Noteworthy was 

the large “Old Glory” hung 

across Main Street. Its fea-

tured position proved that 

the patriotic citizens and vets 

of the community won the 

battle they waged last year 

against the “WOKES” and 

left-leaning politicians who 

opposed its presence there 

through their personal ideol-

ogy. (The story was detailed 

in two previous issues of 

The Graybeards, “The 

Editor’s Desk,” p. 9, 1/2/22, “Wayne Pelkey Featured on TV Report,” 

p. 30, 1/2/22, and “Fallout in Barre, VT,” p. 3, 3/4/22.)  

The positioning of the flag proves that patriotism is alive and well 

in Barre, VT! 

Wayne Pelkey, wppelkey@charter.net 

LOCUST GROVE, VA 

The ceremony at the Lake of the Woods in Locust Grove, VA, 

home of the dissolved CID 128, went extremely well.  I was honored 

to attend and serve as a representative for the KWVA. I presented Col 

Mike Ferguson a Korea 

War History Book and 

personally met the Korean 

War veterans and many of 

the Defense Service 

Veterans at the ceremony.   

Don Howell, 
dehinva@gmail.com 

112 – LAKE ERIE [OH]  

Members participated in the Euclid, OH parade.  

Steve Szekely, 216-381-9080, sxdszek@sbcglobal.net 

MEMORIAL DAY MEMORIAL DAY 

Memorial Day gathering at City Park in Barre, VT

“Old Glory,” once again displayed proudly 
over Main St. in Barre, VT

Veterans at Barre, VT 
Memorial Day 
ceremony: Commander of 
American Legion (Vietnam), 
Wayne Pelkey (Korea), Perry 
Grange (Vietnam), husband of 
Wayne Pelkey’s niece 

Don Howell (L) presents 
Korean War book to Mike 
Ferguson at Locust Grove, 
VA Memorial Day ceremo-
ny  

Vice Commander Kenneth Szekely, Commander Tony Mazzolini, Treasurer 
Rick Butler, Secretary Mike Blau, Asst. Secretary Karen Szekely, and Past 
Commander Steve Szekely of Ch. 112 (L-R) at Korean War monument for 
Memorial Day ceremony . Below,  Memorial Day Ceremony Program
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121 – GREATER CINCINATTI [OH]  

To show our support for the local communities and achieve 

recognition from the public, we participated in the City of Blue 

Ash, OH Memorial Day Parade. Along the two-mile parade 

route, crowds cheered as they saw the Korean veterans. Because 

the weather can be an issue for Memorial Day, 4th of July and 

Veterans Day parades, member Tom Schneider designed an 

ingenious covered trailer tent for those parades. Rain or shine, 

the KWVA can participate in any parade with the covered trailer. 

Joe Rettig, jrettig@cinci.rr.com 

181 – KANSAS #1 (Dissolved, but not forgotten)  

2022 Memorial Day Celebration with Korean War Veterans in 
Overland Park, Kansas 

The Korean War Veterans Association—Chapter 181—in 

Overland Park Kansas celebrated the 2022 Memorial Day with 

only about 60 attendees, a much smaller group than any time 

before, having lost 62 original members since the chapter was 

formed in 2000. Members consistently worked together to bring 

the Veterans Memorial here in Overland Park “to honor and 

remember” 415 fallen soldiers from the State of Kansas.  

At the dedication ceremony, on September 30, 2006, more 

than 1,000 local supporters, including the families of the veter-

ans, witnessed the birth of the historic monument with a long 

sleek red granite wall bearing the names of the fallen soldiers, 

their gallantry, and what the wall was about, all under “FREE-

DOM IS NOT FREE” engraved in bold letters. 

Such dignitaries as then Retired Chairman of the Joint Chiefs 

of Staff Gen. Richard B. Meyers, South Korean Consul Wook 

Kim, from the Chicago Embassy, and the late U.S. Rep. Dennis 

Moore delivered moving speeches about how the American 

Soldiers saved the poorest of the poor and helpless nation South 

Korea from perishing from the face of the war, and what it has 

become a half-century later. 

The seventy-member chapter had raised funds for the con-

struction by hosting pancake breakfasts and garage sales and 

contacting countless individuals, organizations, and foundations, 

including the White House. The Bush administration’s surprise 

gift of $374,280 in late 2004 toward the construction of the 

Memorial not only boosted the veterans’ spirits but pushed the 

groundbreaking date much sooner than anyone had expected.  

Ever since the dedication, the Memorial in Overland Park has 

become a solemn place for anyone to stop by to “honor and 

remember” those fallen heroes of the Korean War known as the 

Forgotten War. Two annual celebrations took place here: 

Memorial Day in May and Veterans Day in November. 

“This Memorial is the result of the teamwork of the commu-

nity as a whole,” said U.S. Air Force veteran Tom Stevens after 

the dedication ceremony. Stevens, who served as the National 

KWVA president from 2016-2018, during the administrations of 

President Obama and President Trump, played a vital role in 

fundraising efforts. “More than a hundred organizations and 

countless individuals sent contributions.” 

Sixteen years later, on this Memorial Day ceremony on May 

30, 2022 I could not help but notice frail-looking veterans and 

their wives waiting for the ceremony to begin, not to mention the 

missing veterans I have had the honor of meeting, interviewing, 

and writing about. At the same time, I couldn’t ignore the solemn 

fact that I, a small Korean girl seven decades ago, have aged, too! 

But a voice in me shouted: “Aging is an accomplishment, veter-

ans. I’m walking with you until my end!” 

As always, Stevens greeted everyone for joining the celebra-

tion. Then Un Chong Christopher, a Korean-American Mezzo-

soprano and pianist, who has taught at the University of 

Missouri-Kansas City Conservatory of Music and Dance for 

many years and sung the U.S. and South Korean national 

anthems at the ceremonies here at the Memorial sang again, 

while the U.S., South Korean, and POW/MIA flags danced in the 

breeze. 

A moving invocation was offered by Rev. Stephen Sims, a 

Korean-American, who introduced himself as a former podiatrist 

in LA for 15 years. But, he explained, while treating some 

Korean War veterans at a VA hospital he heard a calling to 

become a minister; and he and his family recently moved to the 

Kansas City area permanently. 

Afterward, Stevens acknowledged each “departed” veteran 

since the dedication of the Overland Park Memorial in 2006 by 

calling their names, and veteran Don Dyer responded by ringing 

a hand-held bell that sounded like the bell resounding during the 

consecration of the Eucharist. 

Sixty-two names were called, and the bell rang 62 times! 

Some family members sitting before me reached to one another 

in an embrace and broke into tears. Some lowered their heads 

and touched their eyes. 

    Next, Dyer presented a bouquet of colorful carnations and 

invited everyone to come forward, take a carnation, and place it 

either under the granite panels engraved with the names of 415 

Members of Ch 
121 at Blue 
Ash, OH 
parade: Bill 
Doud, Bill 
Riekert, Jules 
Freedman, Bob 
Kistler, Tom 
Schneider and 
Joe Rettig (L-R) 

Former KWVA National 
President Tom Stevens at 
Overland Park, KS 
Memorial  



sons of Kansas who never returned or on one of the embedded 

paving stones on the ground with names of departed veterans. 

For several minutes, young and old, men and women, frail and 

strong, raised themselves and moved about, offering carnations 

to those who perished on a distant land or those who returned and 

served to honor their battle comrades who they had to leave 

behind when they returned home. 

TAPS was rendered by Mr. Clyde Miller, who has been faith-

ful in his repeated appearances in honor of fallen as well as living 

veterans. The ceremony ended with Steven’s recitation of a poem 

titled “The Forgotten War,” written by Marine Korean War vet-

eran Sam Fielder, Jr., who Stevens called “a friend.” Fielder had 

died in 2021. (The poem is published nearby.) 

Therese Park, tspark63@yahoo.com 

209- LAREDO – 1950 [TX]  

Students and faculty of K. Tarver Elementary School, Korean War 

veterans, and members of the public placed flags at the Catholic 

cemetery on Memorial Day to honor all our fallen heroes. 

Ernesto Sanchez, 1307 E. Stewart St., Laredo, TX 78040 

251 – FRANKENMUTH-SAGINAW [MI]  

We participated in a Memorial Day observance at the Saginaw 

County Veterans Plaza. U.S. Congressman Dan Kildee (D-MI 5th 

District) spoke to honor those who served in the Korean War.  

Richard Carpenter 
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Ernesto Sanchez of Ch. 209 with Tarver Elementary School students

Saginaw 
County, MI, 
Veterans 
Memorial Plaza, 
site of Ch. 251’s 
Memorial Day 
observance 

Students from Tarver Elementary School with Ch. 209 members 
Ernesto Sanchez and Andres Dimas

Patriotic students of Tarver Elementary School and veterans at 
Memorial Day observance  

Korean War 
Memorial at 
Saginaw, MI 
Veterans 
Memorial Plaza  

Commander Gorman 
Wolfe of Ch. 251 (L) 
and Art Schwan 
salute the flag at 
Memorial Day cere-
mony 
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258 - NORTHERN RHODE ISLAND [RI]  

Some of our members attended the Memorial Day parade in 

Glocester. Our Quartermaster, Charles Compton, rode in a jeep, while 

Senior Vice Dick Mende marched carrying the American flag. 

Margaret Walsh, Secretary 

267 – GENERAL VAN FLEET [FL]  

Members hung 136 Yellow Ribbons on the trees that surround 

the Korean and Vietnam Memorials on Archer Road for Memorial 

Day weekend on Saturday, May 28, 2022. Each tree was planted for 

members of Alachua County who lost their lives in the Korean and 

Vietnam Wars. 

Carl Covey and Wayne Wooden served as Event Coordinators for 

our chapter. They enlisted the aid of Scout Troop #432. Sixteen scouts 

showed up to help hang the yellow ribbons. Special thanks to Scout 

Director, Mr. Paul Brake. Our members who also helped out were 

Connie Covey and Don Sherry. 

A few years ago, Patti Fabianni, the Director of the Fisher House 

at the VA Hospital, wrote these words which have been printed many 

times in our local paper: 

‘’Each day, 136 veterans stand tall along Archer Road, preparing 

to guide future North Florida/South Georgia Fisher House guests to 

their temporary home away from home at the Malcolm Randall 

Veterans Administration Hospital. 

“These veterans are timeless. They are strong, gallant and deeply 

rooted within the community. They take on fierce thunderstorms, 

powerful winds, sporadic night freezes and unbearable heat, with 

honor and grace. They greet the daily passerby with selfless bundles 

Art Schwan of Ch. 251 after plac-
ing wreath at Memorial Day event 

Ch.251 members 
and guests at 
Memorial Day 
ceremony: Elaine 
Schwan, Richard 
Carpenter, 
Commander 
Gorman Wolfe, 
and Art Schwan 
(L-R). Also 
attending was 
Adjutant Sandy 
Schwan 

Quartermaster 
Charles Compton 
of Ch. 258 rides in 
Memorial Day 
parade 

Sr. Vice Dick Mende of Ch. 258 at 
Glocester, RI Memorial Day parade 

Wayne Woodin, Lee Huang, Lien Huang, and Carl Covey (L-R) attach 
Yellow Ribbon to tree as part of Ch. 267’s project 

Carl Covey and Wayne Woodin of Ch. 267 with Scout Troop #432 hang-
ing Yellow Ribbons in Gainesville, FL 
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of shade and protection, and they never ask for anything in return. 

They have served our great country and made the ultimate sacrifice 

for our freedoms. 

“They’re neither flesh nor blood no more...THEY’RE TREES!’’ 

Each tree has an aluminum tag with the veteran’s name to honor 

their sacrifice. 

The Korean War veterans have been hanging the Yellow Ribbons 

on these trees since 2005, and are honored to remember our fallen 

comrades. 

Don Sherry, Adjutant, dpskwva@yahoo.com, 352-375-8355 

299 – KOREA VETERANS OF AMERICA [MA]  

Memorial Day proved to be memorable indeed for our members. 

We were joined in Worcester, Massachusetts by You Ki-Jun, Consul 

General of Korea in Boston, as well as the Deputy Consul General, 

Soonbok Hong. Wreaths were laid at the Korean War Memorial on 

Worcester Center Boulevard by the Consul General and Ben Martino, 

chapter commander.   Prayers were offered by KWVA National 

Chaplain Paul Kim, along with a short speech by KWVA National 1st 

Vice President Al McCarthy.  

This was Consul General 

You’s first trip to Worcester, and 

the day was even more mean-

ingful with the presentation of 

the Ambassador for Freedom 

Medal to Betty Benoit, widow 

of Roy Benoit, a twice-wound-

ed combat veteran of the battle 

of Chosin Reservoir and one of 

only three survivors in the U.S. 

Army’s 2nd Inf. Div., 23 INF 2 

BN G Company. 

The Memorial honors the 191 young soldiers from Worcester 

County who made the supreme sacrifice in the war. A polished black 

granite wall is inscribed with the soldier’s names. On the north side 

of the memorial plaza is a unique bronze heroic statue of a Korean-

era American GI and a Korean child. It represents the 100,000 

orphans saved by the soldiers during the war. The child also symbol-

izes bright prospects for the future of Korea.          

Al McCarthy, albert.mccarthty@alive.com 

301 – FOOTHILLS [SC]  

Members and friends gathered on Memorial Day in front of their 

Korean War Veterans Memorial in Conestee Park, Greenville, SC. A 

program was provided by Chapter President Ulish Givance, opening 

with the pledge of allegiance and an invocation by Chaplain Dr. 

Capers Sullivan.  

The president delivered a brief message on the history and true 

meaning of Memorial Day. In addition to remembering and honoring 

all who have sacrificed their lives to preserve our freedom and liber-

ties in service to their country, an annual chapter tradition was also 

Rev. Paul Kim, Ben Martino, (standing) Charles Morris Sr., Ch. 299 VP 
(Seated) Ed Langevin, State Cmdr. Forty and Eight, Consul General 
You, Betty Benoit, Al McCarthy, Deputy Counsel General Hong at Ch. 
299 event 

Consul General You (L) and Mrs. 
Betty Benoit at Worcester, MA 
ceremony 

Wall of names at Worcester, MA 
Memorial 

An overview of the Worcester, 
MA Korean War Memorial 

The bronze statue of a Korean-era 
American GI and a Korean child at 
the Worcester, MA Memorial 
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observed. Secretary/Treasurer Mrs. Cynthia (Cindy) Perry read the 

names of all former members who have passed away while chapter 

members concluded the ceremony by the ringing of eight bells, 

“Taps,” and closing by the chaplain. (Submitted by Lew Perry) 

President Ulish Givance, USA 8th Div. 501st Rgt.  
194th Bn 348th QM Co., 301-2021-2023 

Part of crowd at Ch. 301 Memorial Day observance 

Ch. 301 Memorial Day attendees lis-
ten to comments

Speaker addresses Ch. 301 
Memorial Day audience 

This war was different than any war we had ever seen 
It started in June of 50 and ended in July of 53 
In a place called Korea, and this war was forgot 
Where the winters can get to 40 below and summers are blazing 
hot 
They came across that parallel they called the 38; 
Overran Seoul and stormed the freedom gate 
They came down that peninsula like a steamroller on parade. 
Task Force Smith was the first one sent to stop their charades. 
But a GI shirt behind a mound of dirt is no match for an armored 
attack 
We were pushed into the Pusan Perimeter with only water to our 
backs. 
For two more months we fought and died, while the North 
Koreans were calling all the shots 
Back home it was called a police action, but they forgot to send 
along the cops. 
Now the joint chiefs and general Doug were having a round or two. 
MacArthur finally got his way and said, “This is what we’re going 
to do. We’ll make an amphibious landing at a place called Inchon, 
and simultaneously we will burst out of Busan. We will take them 
by surprise and cut them off from behind. 
But the North Koreans had something else in mind. 
We liberated Seoul, and handed the South back to Syngman Rhee, 
Then it was a mad dash to the Yalu as we watched the enemy flee. 
“Home for Christmas” became the battle cry. 
But two and half more years would come and go and many more 
would die. 
The Chinese gave a warning; North you should not trod. 
Or we will put your armies underneath the sod. 

They were poised along the border around a million strong. 
But our leaders would not believe what we saw, they said that we 
were wrong 
They trapped us in the reservoir but we battled our way to the sea. 
The Chinese lost 37,000 men as we fought to get free. 
On the other side of Korea it was a different war. 
It was a fight, pull back, run, fight, and run some more. 
With the loss of General Walker, Ridgeway took command. 
He said, “The Han is as far as we go; here we make our stand. 
We fought back to the 38th and now they wanted to talk 
If things didn’t go their way, they would take a walk 
Truman relieved MacArthur and brought him home to stay 
And he turned the Far East command over to Ridgeway. 
It was the battles of hills as Van Fleet took Command. 
For two more years, like mountain goats, 
Up and down we ran, hills like 
Hedy Dagmar, Bunker, and Pork Chop, too, Vegas, Reno and 
Carson, just to name a few 
Day and Night Artillery boomed across No Man’s Land 
Then the Peace Talks started up again at a place called 
Panmunjom. 
It was talk, walk, plot and plan until the job was done 
For thirty-eight months we fought for someone else’s liberty 
And finally, the Truce was signed and now, South Korea is free. 
And when we got home and ran into our friends, they’d say, 
“Hey I haven’t seen you for a while. Where have you been?” 
And when to heaven we do go, to Saint Peter we will tell, 
“Just another forgotten warrior reporting, Sir; I’ve served my hitch 
in Hell.” 

By Sam Fielder 

The Forgotten War
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Thanks to the 68th Fighter Squadron 

T
he 68th 

F i g h t e r -

Interceptor 

Squadron (FIS), 

aka the 

“ L i g h t n i n g 

Lancers,” was 

instrumental in 

mastering the 

skies in the Korean War. It boasted an 

extensive and successful record from 

1941-1965, as inscribed on a plaque at 

the U.S. Air Force Academy in Colorado 

Springs, Colorado. The plaque was dedi-

cated by William S. Kennedy, a member 

of the unit who served in Korea and 

Japan. Stanley F. Grogan, a former 

KWVA National Director, flew a number 

of combat missions with him. 

Grogan, who flew into the sky forever 

on February 24, 2021, was an ardent 

supporter of the KWVA and the 68th FIS 

and a frequent contributor to The 

Graybeards. On one trip to Seoul he pre-

sented a book about the 68th to the direc-

tor of a museum there. The book fea-

tured the fact that pilots of the 68th shot 

down the first two enemy aircraft of the 

Korean War.  

Grogan flew in several types of air-

craft during his service time. He flew his 

second combat tour in a reconnaissance 

version of the B-29, the RB-29A, which 

was used to drop leaflets on enemy terri-

tory. One such leaflet offered $50,000 

for any enemy pilot who defected with a 

MIG. Two pilots did just that. In his later 

years Grogan met one of them at 

Hamilton Air Force Base, California. 

The RB-29A made flights over enemy 

territory from Yokota Air Base in Japan. 

Grogan went on many of them after 

completing his training in the 

Philippines with the 581st AR Squadron, 

which had 31 different types of aircraft. 

The squadron engaged in highly classi-

fied missions in South Asia. 

Grogan also flew in the F-94B in his 

first tour and the F-82G from air bases in 

Japan and Korea. 

The 68th FIS plaque at the U.S. Air Force 
Academy 

Stanley Grogan at the Seoul museum display-
ing a B-29 

Stanley Grogan at Clark Air Force 
Base in the Philippines at the conclu-
sion of his second combat tour in the 
RB-29A 

1st Lt. Stanley Grogan (L) admires a collection of aircraft models in 
Japan 

George Aubell, a 68th FIS pilot, and Stanley Grogan (R), radar intercept 
officer, clamber aboard their aircraft in 1953 
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Feedback/Return Fire 

This section of The Graybeards is designed to provide feedback—and generate more feedback. It gives readers the opportunity to 
respond to printed stories, letters, points of view, etc., without having to write long-winded replies. Feel free to respond to whatever you 
see in the magazine. As long as it’s tasteful and non-political, we will be happy to include it. If you want to submit ideas, criticisms, etc. 
that you prefer not to see in print— with your name attached to it—then we will honor that. Make sure to let us know, though. 

Mail your “Return Fire” to the “Feedback Editor” at 2473 New Haven Circle, Sun City Center, FL 33573-7141; E-mail it to: 
sharparthur@aol.com, or phone it in to (813) 614-1326. Whatever the medium you choose, we welcome your input.

,

I just finished your book that I sent for…Wow! 

What a story it is. Congratulations for a thorough job of research 

of the subject - and for your curiosity. It is a story that needs to be 

told. I am particularly interested in it because I served as the 

artillery Forward Observer for companies K and L of the 2nd 

Infantry Division’s 38th Infantry Regiment exactly one year after 

the incident in your book.   

I spent nearly the entire year 1952 with the unit as a lieutenant 

in the roles of forward observer and then as assistant S-3 of the FA 

Bn. After release from active duty I completed my 20 years in the 

US Army Reserve, serving in Military Government/Civil Affairs. I 

subsequently wrote a book based on all of the letters from Korea 

that I had written to my parents during my year in Korea. My moth-

er had saved them all for me. 

I had asked to be assigned to the 2nd Infantry Division because 

of their reputation but certainly did not know the whole story of the 

valor of the particular units with which I served.  It is never too late 

to learn. Thanks to you! 

My very best to you with thanks not only for this book but for 

your dedicated service to all veterans. 

John Cook, jwcookjr@gmail.com 

Re Hoengsong 

I read with interest your comments about Hoengsong. I wit-

nessed the immediate aftermath of what was later called a “mas-

sacre.” This involved elements of the U.S. Army 2d Infantry 

Division in 1951. I have no idea of the size of the unit involved, 

although I believe it was more than a company and less than a bat-

talion. Either way there were bodies everywhere. It seemed to be an 

example of poor leadership and discipline from top to bottom. 

I was a machine gunner in W-1-5, 1st Marine Division. I am one 

of many Marines from various groups who have witnessed and 

commented on the incident. I have read that the 2d ID was involved 

in three so-called “massacres. I would love to read what you have 

written on the subject. 

(Sgt) Vinton H. Sholl,  

20406 Grail Quest, San Antonio, TX 

78258, 210-236-7435 

Hoengsong and USS Indianapolis** 

I am over the moon with your kind offer of your book. This will 

complete my extensive library on all things Korean War before and 

after. The cover-up (??) of the Hoengsong Valley Massacre reminds 

me of the USS Indianapolis torpedoed in 1945, poor Capt McVay’s 

court-martial, and the whitewash of the admirals back in Hawaii. 

I went to Korea a naive country boy and came back a man. I was 

born in England. After school I worked for the landed gentry on an 

estate, fox hunting with hounds, riding as whipper in with the boss. 

When I told the boss I was giving my notice to go live in California 

with my aunt and uncle he went berserk. 

He said I couldn’t do that: “It was the church that has taught you 

socialist ideas.” Fast forward. I ended up a “Limey” in the U.S. 

Army in Korea. Later I was at Ft. Story, Virginia, reaching the 

dizzying height of SP5, serving in the army with guys of every race 

color, and creed. That made me who I am today.  

In the previous Greybeards the story about the orphanage with 

the Marines reminded me on a smaller scale about the time when a 

buddy from New York used to visit an orphanage run by French 

Canadian nuns led by Mother Superior Sister Bernadette. He took 

two little girls for an outing. She told him not to over-feed them or 

they would get sick. They didn’t.  

Oh, so many stories. Some good, some bad—and sad. Thanks 

again from the bottom of my heart (such as my heart is at this time). 

Ian Blissett, zayd@xtra.co.nz 

** EDITOR’s NOTE: I included a section about the USS 

Indianapolis in “The Hoengsong Valley Massacre: Command 
Collapse or Chaos” in which I discussed what constitutes a mas-
sacre. I noted that massacres don’t happen at sea. They are gener-
ally labeled as something different, such as a maritime disaster or 
mass drowning. Why is that?  

My most grisly time in Korea 

My fire team led H/3/5 into the Hoengsong Valley on a very 

cold March morning in 1951. The sight before us was to be the 

most grisly of my time in Korea. 

Al Lemieux, 816-804-2757, 

35awl@gmail.com 

Third massacre for the 2d Inf. Div.? 

Are you aware this is the third “massacre” designation given to 

the 2nd Inf. Div in a six-month period? The first was in December 

1950 with the Chinese intervention. I believe the division’s com-

manding general was relieved. The second was the Hoengsong 

Valley massacre. The third was in May 1951, which I witnessed as 

a member of W-1-5, 1st Marine Division. 

Vinton H. Sholl 
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EDITOR’S NOTE: Was this bad luck, bad timing…? Were the 
Chinese aiming to destroy the 2nd Division or was the division 
just in their way most of the time? Why was the U.S. Army’s 2nd 
Infantry Division so battered in Korea? By all accounts it 
fought hard and bravely. Was it simply a matter of being in the 
wrong place at the wrong time that led to its struggles?      

Our home away from home  

Here are a few photos of members of the U.S. Army’s 8224th 

MP Detachment in 1952-53. They bring back memories. 

Norman S. Wiener, 600 Beach Ave 

E, Brigantine, NJ 08203 

 609-266-1359 

StorminNorman1@verizon.net 

Strange meeting in Korea 

In January 1951 I graduated from high school and enlisted in the 

Marine Corps. I was seventeen years old at the time. I lived in a row 

house in Philadelphia. (They are now called town houses.) My neigh-

bor Mike, who lived a few doors down, enlisted about five months 

after me. 

  Mike was shipped off to Korea while I was at Camp Lejeune. I 

had been volunteering for the replacement draft to Korea. Meanwhile 

I was taking long weekend passes and going home to Philadelphia. 

Mike’s father could not understand why I was coming home so often 

while his son was in Korea. I told him that I had volunteered for the 

Sgt. Albert Pule and 
SSgt. Fiveash of 
8224th MP Detachment 
in their southern 
Korean canvas home 
with their friends from 
across the road 

Leroy Gallo of 8224th MP 
Detachment in 1958 

Norman Wiener with fellow MPs at the 8224th MP Detachment front 
gate

Boyer from IL, of the 
8224th MP Detachment, in 
1958 

Ferrand, from Baltimore, MD, of 
the 8224th MP Detachment, in 
1958 

William Athey, from Maryland, a member of the 8224th MP Detachment, 
in 1958  
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replacement draft but hadn’t been picked. 

Finally, the Marine Corps invited me to go to Korea. I went to 

Camp Pendleton for advanced infantry training and then reached 

Korea—finally. The day I landed I heard a familiar voice. There was 

Mike, the kid I grew up with. We found a guy with a camera who took 

our picture. I sent it to Mike’s father. We were sure it made him happy. 

We were both with 2nd Bn., 7th Regt., 1st Marine Division.  

Walter D. Hinrichs, 2195 Martin Dr., 

Gilbertsville, PA 19525  

A heartfelt donation  

This letter is from a Korean lady who is now a U.S. citizen. Her 

husband was a Korea veteran. She donated her first Social Security 

check to us. You can reach her at 10195 la Vine St., Alta Loma, CA 

91701. 

Dear Sir, 
I am Hyun S Dugan, who called a few months ago asking about 

Korean War Surviving veterans. It has been passed by 70 years since the 
Korean War broke out on June 28, 1950. 

So many American soldiers had dedicated their precious life for the 
Freedom of my mother land Republic of Korea against North Korean inva-
sion. We never forget all of your services with tearful thanks and appreci-
ation from bottom of our hearts. 

I am proud being an USA citizen and finally I received my first social 
security income, even though delayed more than I expected. The whole 
amount is not big but I’d like to share my full respect with deep appreci-
ation to survival veterans from the Korean War. 

Thank you very much again for all heroes sacrifices and their families. 
God Bless you all! 

    Hyun S. Dugan 

The value of writing memoirs 

How do I succinctly put into words my reaction to, “Donda esta la 

letrina”? coupled with “Propaganda leaflets turned into toilet paper.” 

What a blend! You worked your creative magic again on a simple 

article about the Korean War. 

The time passes quickly, but you have indeed been a fantastic indi-

vidual by publishing my war experiences. I came back as a young 

angry man but now having the stories in print over several years has 

mitigated greatly my aberrant internal anger. Thank you. 

With best personal regards, formerly-Teniente Jorge. 

George Bjotvedt, 

viking4800g@gmail.com 

Typists don’t need no stinkin’ numbers 

Some of you remember the classic paraphrased line from the 1948 

movie “The Treasure of Sierra Madre:” “Badges? We don’t need no 

stinking badges.” Here’s a derivation. 

We printed a story by James E. Patterson. “My father, my 

[Civ]ilian Father,  on p. 16 of the May/June 2022 issue. Here is a 

response he received from a reader: 

Dear James Earl, I invite you to cut some slack with your typist. He 
could have been the one who caused you to stay another 6 months in 
Korea. Hear my story. 
While in college, I decided I needed typing, so I monitored a class of 
such, didn’t have to pay, and I learned enough to do my term paper, 
but not much more. I probably did 30 words a minute, if I didn’t have 
to correct them, and that’s all I wanted. 
Fast forward to Korea, after 3 months in the 780th Field Artillery, I 
transferred to the 25th Inf. Div. Band. They were filled with sergeants, 
so my chance for a promotion was slim, however, I was happy to be 
there. I was far from their best musician, but a workable one. 
Another 12 months passed by, and without any warning, I was told to 
grab my duffel and gear and get on a truck. On asking I was told if I 
didn’t get on the truck I might be in Korea for another six mos. I took 
it seriously, never said goodbye with any friends, of which I had a few, 
and I was shipped to an outfit and told I would be a clerk/typist.  
I had learned on a manual machine with the numbers at the top, but 
had never needed them. Now I did. So, I typed lists of men and their 
service numbers. It took me longer than a good typist. My word typing 
was okay, but digits, not so much, so I didn’t give much thought to 
speeding through the numbers, not double checking for accuracy and 
I’m sure many failed to match. I was long overdue for going home, 
and I was only there for 5 days, sent to a hospital, operated on, and 
put on a ship headed home. 
The Army sends you where they want you, not the other way around. 
When other guys were sent home, it was pretty much the same. One 
day your buddy was there, the next day, he wasn’t. Nobody said 
goodbye. They just disappeared. And no explanation of why I was 
shipped out. I assumed it was because of my points, and that was 
okay. 
To sum up, I didn’t think all those numbers, like date of birth and the 
like, made any difference. So, to make up for all those guys who may 
have been sent elsewhere, I can’t apologize to them, I can apologize 
to you. I’m sorry that you were disadvantaged. 

Sincerely, PFC Fred Himelwright, Kingsport, TN. 
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Harold Sack was not a ‘Sad Sack’ 
I enlisted in the U.S. Air Force on January 5, 1951 and underwent 

basic training at Lackland Air Force Base. After that I was assigned 

to Presque Isle, Maine for on-the-job training on F-86 aircraft. The 

crew chief of the T-6 was getting discharged, so I took his job, which 

I enjoyed. My last name set me up for natural comparisons with the 

popular cartoon character of the time, “Sad Sack.” 

One of the pilots asked me if I wanted to go for a ride. I 

climbed into the back seat. We were about sixty miles northwest 

of the base when he called me on the radio and asked if I wanted 

to try flying. I said, “Yes.” (The pilot of my assigned F-86 was 

2nd Lt. P. E. Thomson, who was credited with 3-1/2 MiG kills.)  

I did a few maneuvers for about 

fifteen minutes and then we headed 

back to the base. The pilot asked me 

where I had learned to fly. I explained 

that I had learned in a J-3 Cub back 

home in Wisconsin. Ironically, the 

NC number was 40771. That was 

pretty close to M*A*S*H* 4077—

before there was a program named 

M*A*S*H*. 

Next I took five months of A&E 

training at Sheppard Air Force Base in 

Texas. After that I was assigned to K-13 in Suwon, Korea, where 

I was an F-86 crew chief. I left Korea in 1953 and reported in to 

Dow Air Force Base at Bangor, Maine. There I serviced planes 

such as F-86s, T-33s, and F-94s that headed to NATO countries. 

When that assignment ended I “brown nosed” my way to a 

position as crew chief on an H-19 helicopter—even though I had 

no helicopter training. Finally, I was discharged on December 14, 

1954, just in time for Christmas. After that I performed R&D for 

various companies. I still do R&D—rest and drink. 

Harold J. Sack, W8282 State Rd., 16/60,  
Watertown, WI 53094, 920-927-3126  

NOTE: Sad Sack was an American comic strip and comic book 

character created by Sgt. George Baker during World War II. 
Set in the United States Army, Sad Sack depicted an otherwise 
unnamed, lowly private experiencing some of the absurdities and 
humiliations of military life. The phrase has come to mean “an 
inept person” or “inept soldier.”  
Source: https://en.wikipedia.  org/wiki/Sad_Sack. The cartoons 
ran for over twenty years. There was also a Sad Sack candy 
available. Sad Sack comic

Harold Sack’s plane 

A sample Sad Sack cartoon 

F-86 pilot 2nd Lt. 
P. E. Thomson
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Subbing for a sub 

I
 attended Submarine School at New London, CT and was to 

board my sub, USS Greenfield (SS-351), at Mare Island, CA. 

While I was at Treasure Island I was told Greenfield would 

be at Mare Island for another 3-4 months. So, the navy offered 

me another opportunity to go to sea on a troopship.  

“Sure,” I said. 

“How about a troopship?” they asked. “The USS General 
Randall?” 

I agreed. At least the new assignment gave me a chance to go 

to sea. Randall operated out of Fort Mason in San Francisco. 

Mason was one of the primary Pacific Coast jumping-off points 

for troops heading overseas in WWII and the Korean War. 

I spent three months aboard General Randall (APA-115). The 

duty was great, and I made many friends, some of whom I 

remained in contact with for many years after my submarine days 

were over. Those years, too, were memorable. 

Randall carried approximately 2,300 troops, 350 dependents 

and children, and another 150 service personnel. Many of the 

passengers spent their evenings watching movies on deck, 

depending on the weather.., which wasn’t always good. 

On one voyage we left Yokohama six hours early after we got 

word there was a typhoon on the horizon. The report turned out 

Docks at Fort Mason, San Francisco

Stanley Wisniewski took this photo from the top deck of USS General 
Randall as it was going under the Golden Gate Bridge in March 1951 en 
route to Yokohama, Japan on a 14-day voyage.

General Randall afloat 

General Randall heading into a typhoon 
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to be true. That trip to Fort Mason took us 21 days 

instead of the usual 14. No hot meals were served 

during the voyage. There were only bread, cold 

cuts, fruit, and half-cups of coffee served.  

I was an MSC official in the “H Division.” The 

division comprised 2 MDs, 2 nurses, 1 chief 

HMC, 1 Med Service Corps officer, 8 corpsmen, 

2 dental corpsmen, and 1 dentist.  

We had the Men’s Ward with 28 double bunks 

all filled with seasick passengers after three days. 

Almost every patient had an IV going for the 

entire 21 days. 

The Women’s Ward had 18 double bunks. All 

were full—and almost every patient had an IV 

inserted for the entire trip. The troops below were 

also using IVs. Since the bunks there were 

stacked 6-7 high we had to move the most severe-

ly afflicted patients to the lower bunks.  

The typhoon took our movie screen off, and as 

many as six lifeboats were swept away at sea. 

When our bow would hit the waves and go down 

the stern would rise up out of the sea and the twin 

screws would shake violently. It felt like they 

would break off. We were bounced around like a 

ping-pong ball. 

We entered the Mare Island Shipyard dry dock 

after arriving in California. The port screw had 

been damaged and the ship was in dry dock for 

three weeks. This was my final duty aboard 

Randall. Could a submarine have been any 

worse?  

After I was discharged in 1954 I joined the 

staff of the Radiology Department at the Lutheran 

Deaconess Hospital in Chicago. 

I have enclosed a few photos of activities at 

Fort Mason, CA, in San Francisco. There were as 

many as fourteen troopships coming and going 

there every few days. Perhaps the photos will bring back a 

few memories for some of your readers who shipped out of 

Mason and returned there.  

Stanley N. Wisniewski, 3139 Mountain Creek Dr., Sherrills 
Ford, NC 28673, 909-599-7726, stanjacialoha@msn.com 

Randall’s port screw under repair at the Mare Island dry dock 
Stanley Wisniewski (L) and Leonard Wurst at the Men’s Ward at 
the Mare’s Island Ship Yard 

A look at the sea one day after Randall left Yokohama 
and met the typhoon 

Another view of the angry ocean a day after Randall’s departure from 
Yokohama 
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By Monika Stoy 

T
he Korean kings of the Joseon 

Dynasty (1392 to 1897) and their 

successors in the Korean Empire 

(1897 to 1907) used sovereign seals to 

stamp diplomatic and administrative docu-

ments as a symbol of national authority, 

much as the President of the United States 

of America uses the Great Seal of the 

United States for the country’s most impor-

tant documents. Thirty-seven national seals, 

or Guksae, were crafted over the course of 

Korean history since 1392. Three-hundred-

Seventy-five royal seals, or Eobo, were 

fashioned for individual kings, queens, 

crown princes, and crown princesses to 

commemorate the bestowal of titles both 

while still living or posthumously. These 

seals were transferred to the Jongmyo royal 

ancestral shrine in Seoul after the honored 

individuals died and the Korean state, 

whether kingdom or empire, exercised cus-

tody over these priceless historical national 

symbols and enforced a strict legal ban on 

their trade and sale.  

The Jongmyo royal ancestral shrines still 

exist. They collectively are the earliest sur-

viving Confucian royal ancestral shrine in 

Korea and were dedicated to the memorial 

services for the deceased kings and queens 

of the Korean Joseon Dynasty. Jongmyo 

was built in 1394, two years after the estab-

lishment of the Joseon Dynasty by Yi, Sun 

Gue, and was used into the early 20th cen-

tury by the last king and only emperor of 

Joseon, Gojong. 

The main hall is the longest building in 

Korea of traditional design. During the 

Seven-Year War (1592-1598), Japanese 

invaders burned down the original shrine 

and a new complex, which has survived to 

this day, was constructed in 1601. The origi-

nal tablets were saved in the invasion by 

hiding them in the house of a commoner 

and also survive to this day. There are 19 

memorial tablets of kings and 30 of their 

queens, placed in 19 chambers. 

An elaborate performance of ancient 

court music (with accompanying dance), 

known as Jongmyo Jaerye, is performed 

there each year for the Jongmyo Jaerye ritu-

al. Jongmyo Jaerye, performed on the first 

Sunday in May, is one of the oldest cere-

monies in the world. Jongmyo Jerye, or the 

Royal Ancestral Rite, was an important state 

ritual conducted by the king five times a 

year at the Jeongjeon Hall and two times a 

year at the Yeongnyeongjeon Hall. These 

were attended by the crown prince, military 

and government officials, and high-ranking 

civilians and involved music, singing, and 

dancing. 

The design of Jongmyo is simple. It 

emphasizes serenity and the deep meaning 

of life and death during the Joseon Dynasty. 

Jongmyo Shrine became a UNESCO World 

Heritage site in 1995. Along with its great 

historicity, Jongmyo includes a mystery. 

One of the kings enshrined there is King 

Gongmin, of the preceding Korean dynasty 

of Goryeo. Gongminwang Sindang Shrine 

is a small shrine that honors King Gongmin 

and his wife Nogukdaejang Gongju, a 

princess from Mongolia. King Gongmin, 

born on May 23, 1330, was the 31st 

monarch of the Goryeo Dynasty. During his 

reign from 1351 to his death in 1374, he 

implemented sweeping reforms and defeat-

ed Yuan China. His actions restored power 

and territory to the Goryeo Dynasty. 

A painting depicting a horse found here 

today is said to have been painted by King 

Gongmin himself. He was thought to be a 

talented artist and painter. To this day, it is 

unknown why a king of the Goryeo 

Dynasty is enshrined in the supreme shrine 

of the Joseon Dynasty. Gongmin was killed 

in his sleep by Choe, Man-saeng over a dis-

pute of an affair with a concubine on 

October 27, 1374. 

There are several structures which com-

prise the Jeongmyo Shirne. Jeongjeon Hall 

is the main hall and most important struc-

ture at Jongmyo Shrine. It is the location of 

the memorial tablets of 19 Joseon kings and 

Did Anyone See Any Seals in Korea? 
Korean Government Continuing Search for Missing Seals

The guksae (national seal) Daegunjubo (left) and 
the eobo (royal seal) named the Royal Seal of 
Hyojong (right)

The bottom sides of Daegunjubo (left) and 
the Royal Seal of Hyojong

Jeongjeon Hall, 
the main hall 
and most 
important struc-
ture at Jongmyo 
Shrine
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queens. At 109 meters (357 feet) in length, 

the building is said to be the longest single 

wooden structure in the world. When 

founded in 1395, it only held seven spirit 

chambers. Over the years, many alterations 

and additions occurred. In 1546, the build-

ing was expanded to 11 spirit chambers. In 

1726 it was expanded to 15 chambers and 

then enlarged once more to 19 chambers in 

1836.  

At the time it was believed this building 

was the longest in the world. The design of 

this building appears to float over the stone 

courtyard. It is a perfect example of the 

beauty of Korean classical architecture. On 

January 8, 1985, Jeongjeon Hall was added 

to the list of National Treasures of South 

Korea (Number 227). 

Over the course of Japan’s colonization 

of Korea 1910-1945, post-WWII establish-

ment of the Republic of Korea, the Korean 

War, and the immediate post-Korean War 

period in Korea, 73 of the 412 of the treas-

ured seals have been stolen. On August 15, 

1946, the United States repatriated 8 Korean 

national and government seals which had 

been stolen in 1911 while Korea was under 

Japanese rule. Since 2010, 13 seals have 

been seized by the U.S. Immigration and 

Customs Enforcement (ICE) Homeland 

Security Investigations (HIS) agency and 

returned to the Korean government.  

Two seals from Queen Munjeong and 

King Hyeongjong were returned in June 

2017 when they were presented to Korean 

President Moon, Jae-in during a summit 

visit to the United States. The looted royal 

seals surfaced when the Los Angeles 

County Museum of Art acquired the royal 

seal of Queen Munjeong from an American 

collector in 2000. The U.S. Homeland 

Security Investigations agency confiscated 

the seal and the royal seal of King 

Hyeonjong, which was also in possession of 

the same collector who purchased them in 

Japan. 

Queen Munjeong (2 December 1501 to 

5 May 1565) was the wife and third queen 

consort of Yi Yeok, King Jungjong. She was 

Queen consort of Joseon from 1517 until 

her husband’s death in 1544, after which 

she was honored as Queen Dowager 

Seongryeol during the reign of her step-

son, Yi Ho, King Injong. She was honored 

as Grand Queen Dowager Seongryeol dur-

ing the reign of her son, Yi Hwan, King 

Myeongjong, who followed King Injong. 

Queen Munjeong acted as regent during 

the minority of her son between 1545 and 

1553. She was an effective administrator 

and the most influential supporter of 

Buddhism during the early Joseon dynasty. 

She gave land which had been formerly 

owned by the nobility to the common peo-

ple. 

Hyeonjong (14 March 1641–17 

September 1674) was the 18th king of 

the Joseon dynasty of Korea, reigning from 

1659 to 1674. His reign was mostly marked 

by heavy conflict among the nation’s politi-

cal factions on various issues, particularly 

on funeral rites. Hyeonjong was born in 

1641 as the first son of King Hyojong as Yi 

Yeon, while his father was still in China as a 

captive of the Qing dynasty; he was born 

at Shenyang before the Qing dynasty offi-

cially moved its capital to Beijing after 

defeating the Ming dynasty (the 

Mongols) in 1644.  

He returned to Korea in 1645, along with 

his father, and became Crown Prince in 

1651. Hyeonjong assumed the throne in 

1659. He continued his father’s military 

expansion and reconstruction of the nation, 

devastated by the Seven-Year War and two 

Manchu invasions. He encouraged astrono-

my and printing. Hyeonjong also legally 

banned the marriage between relatives and 

those who share the same surnames. He 

died in 1674, and was succeeded by his son 

Sukjong. 

The seals are made of jade or gilt bronze 

and feature three main components—a flat 

surface bearing characters; a handle; and a 

decorative cord. The base with the charac-

ters is a 4 by 4-inch square. The handle is 

either a simple shaft, a dragon, or a turtle.  

The seals originally were held in a sturdy 

outer case covered with a cloth, inside of 

which was an inner case wrapped in a cloth. 

The seal was inside the inner case, also 

wrapped in a cloth.  

The most recent seals to be returned in 

December 2019 were Daegunjubo (guksae) 

and the Royal Seal of Hyojong (eobo). 

According to the historical texts Gojong 

Sillok (Annals of King Gojong) and 

Seungjeongwon llgi (Diaries of the Royal 

Secretariat), Daegunjubo was made in 1882 

under Gojong’s orders for use as an official 

stamp for diplomatic and administrative 

documents until 1897. 

An eobo was a royal seal that posthu-

mously commemorated the achievements of 

a king or a queen. The Royal Seal of 

Hyojong was made in 1740, when King 

Yeongjo bestowed the title 

of Myeonguijeongdeok (Bright 

Righteousness and Correct Virtue) to 

the late King Hyojong. The seals were 

donated by Lee Dae-soo, an 84-year-old 

Korean resident of the U.S., in December 

2019. Lee, who has lived in the U.S. since 

the 1960s, is interested in Korean cultural 

heritage and bought some cultural proper-

ties at auctions, including the two Joseon 

seals in the late 1990s. Recently, Lee recog-

nized that guksae and eobo are valuable cul-

tural assets of the Korean government and 

decided to donate them to their home coun-

try. 

The National Palace Museum of Korea 

has recently published a three-volume cata-

logue featuring a comprehensive collection 

of 3,361 “eobo,” or royal seals, and their 

accessories from the Joseon Kingdom 

(1392-1910). The museum currently holds 

316 seals from 34 kings, 48 queens and 

concubines, crown princes and princesses 

among the extant 323 seals, along with affil-

iated ornaments.  

The Korean government’s Korean 

Cultural Heritage Administration believes 

that most, if not all, the missing seals are 

now in the United States. Through legal 

agreements the governments of the United 

States and Korea are committed to locating 

the missing seals and having them returned 

to Korea. These seals are a priceless and 

irreplaceable part of Korean history. As 

such, anyone who voluntarily returns a seal, 

or provides information leading to the return 

of a seal, will be honored by the govern-

ment of the Republic of Korea. 

Should you have a seal or know of a seal 

which should be returned to Korea, please 

contact Hanna Jeong, Public Relations 

Coordinator, Old Korean Legation 

Museum, in Washington, D.C. at han-

nah0535@okchf.or.kr, or at office phone 

202-844-3329 or cell 703-627-0356.  

The Korean government’s Korean Cultural Heritage Administration believes that 
most, if not all, the missing seals are now in the United States. 
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NOTE: This story was submitted before 
the author’s death. Sadly, he went to 
“Guard the gates of Heaven” on August 
22, 2014. 

A
s I approached my 80th birthday 

on December 7, 2011 it seemed 

fitting that I give thanks to a high-

er power, a wonderful family, and the hun-

dreds of friends I have worked with trying 

to help people understand the power of 

focused thought and a better education 

system. 

My goal is twofold:  

1. to tell about my experiences in 

Korea.  

2. to document and record the many 

dedicated people who would love to see a 

better education system in the United 

States. 

Events leading up to Korea 
On December 7, 1946, my 16th birth-

day, I dropped out of high school. In 

1946/47, even a high school dropout could 

easily get a job on a ranch, in one of the 

seven lumber mills in the area, or in a lum-

ber camp in the far northern part of 

California. 

Motorized power saws were new on 

the market in the spring of 1947. I soon 

ended up in a lumbering camp in the back-

woods of Northern California. Tough 

Swedes who were experienced with red-

wood trees taught me a few things about 

working. After a few months in the camp I 

took a job with a small sawmill near 

Redding, California. There I could actual-

ly work with a power saw.  

One day the saw kicked back and 

injured my left hand. No big deal, but the 

incident led to a visit to a doctor’s office 

where I saw an advertisement and a pic-

ture of a U.S Marine in dress blues. Soon 

I was on my way to Reno, Nevada, with 

permission from my dad to join the 

Marines.  

In December 1947 the rigors of Marine 

boot camp were over. I was now a PFC 

(Private First Class).One memorable 

event during the ten weeks of boot camp 

was when a tough DI (Drill Instructor) 

was teaching us how to march in forma-

tion. Normally you must keep your eyes to 

the front, but something interesting was 

happening in San Diego Bay. We could 

see an extra-large airplane flying a few 

feet above the bay. Later we learned that it 

was the only time that Howard Hughes 

flew the Spruce Goose. 

“Howard Hughes’s H-4 (the “Spruce 

Goose”) flew only one time. As if to 

demonstrate that he hadn’t defrauded the 

government, Hughes, who always test-

piloted his own planes, flew the H-4 about 

a mile in less than a minute during what 

was supposed to be a taxiing test on 

November 2 1947.” 

Marine duty stations 
On December 22, 1947, a few hundred 

of us were on a troopship headed for the 

Philippines. As we went under the Golden 

Gate Bridge, I started getting sea sick. On 

Christmas Day I finally had recovered 

enough to eat a half turkey sandwich. 

When the ship pulled into Pear1 Harbor I 

got the word that I was to get off and 

report for a new assignment. 

After twelve hours of my first airplane, 

ride I arrived at Kwajalein, a small histor-

ical battle site in the Marshall Islands. 

Kwajalein Atoll is located in the western 

Pacific Ocean, about 2,100 miles south-

west of Hawaii and 1,400 miles east of 

Guam. For the next nine months, I was a 

part of the Marine detachment that acted 

as the police force for this refueling stop 

in the mid-Pacific. 

Return to Hawaii 
The normal tour of duty on Kwajalein 

was one year. I was lucky. After nine 

months, I was headed to the island of 

Oahu and a duty station a Barbers Point 

Naval Air Station. From October 1948 to 

January 1951 the duty was good. The 

Hawaiian girls were entertaining and my 

highlight was driving a few buddies 

through the streets of Honolulu with my 

1939 Buick sedan convertible. Two or 

three of them would be seated on the back 

seat waving to the crowd as we pretended 

to be important. 

And again Americans fight to save 
foreign territory 

On 25 June 1950, eight divisions of the 

North Korean People’s Army, equipped 

with Soviet tanks, mobile artillery, and 

supporting aircraft, crossed the 38th 

Parallel and invaded the Republic of 

Korea. In October 1950, General Douglas 

MacArthur predicted that the war would 

soon end and that American troops could 

be going home by Christmas. Maybe 

those of us in guard units would be safe 

after all. 

One interesting event happened during 

my service on Jeep Patrol. I was ordered 

to go to Gate Two and escort a dignitary to 

the Officers Club. Thinking that it was just 

another Admiral or high ranking General, 

I set up at the gate with my siren ready for 

escort. After delivering the limousine to 

the local Officers Club I continued with 

my patrol. Later I found out that the digni-

tary was the President of the United 

States, Harry Truman. He was on his way 

to Wake Island to meet General Douglas 

McArthur. 

I followed the war reports with interest. 

On January 16, 1951, I left Hawaii as a 

replacement in the 1st Marine Division. 

After three days of travel I landed in 

Tokyo, Japan. It was snowing and I was 

cold. Soon I was even colder when I got 

off a truck in Pusan, Korea. 

Marines are trained to fight in wars or 

“police actions.” In World War II, they did 

their job in the Pacific theatre. In the 

Korean War, the Inchon landing turned the 

tide of the Korean War. The United 

Nations forces were successful in retaking 

South Korea and moving almost to the 

Manchurian border. China entered the 

War. UN troops, including the First 

Marine Division, were forced to evacuate 

the frozen north. 

On February 22, 1951, the UN troops 

all across Korea started driving the 

Chinese and North Koreans out of South 

Korea. I was assigned to Howe Company 

Third Battalion 1st Marine Division. Our 

reinforced unit started north in what the 

UN called “Operation Killer.” 

A Marine rifle squad has three fire 

teams of four men each and a leader. Out 

After surviving the Korean War 

By Burl W. Waits
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of the thirteen only three or four had sur-

vived the invasion of North Korea and the 

Chinese war machine. Normally, a corpo-

ral would lead a fire team, but I was 

assigned a rifleman position because other 

corporals were already assigned as fire 

team leaders. That was OK with me. Two 

years of guard duty in Hawaii was not 

exactly the training needed to start a “kill 

or be killed’’ leadership role. 

Some history writers say we started the 

campaign to retake Korea on January 25, 

1951. All I remember is that we broke 

camp on February 22, 1951, and I was 

wounded the first time on March 22, 1951. 

By that time some of my buddies were 

killed or wounded. I moved up to fire team 

leader and then to squad leader. After 30 

days of intense combat only about half the 

original squad was still available to fight. 

The job is to kill the enemy before he 

kills you. We kept score with the body 

count. A few days after we jumped off 

(meaning we started a drive north) I was 

introduced to death. As I remember, it was 

late afternoon and we had engaged the 

enemy most of the day. Our planes had 

kept them retreating. Napalm burns every-

thing. Burning flesh smells bad. 

A few days after the prisoner incident, 

we were moving up a hill. A young red-

headed guy from North Carolina was two 

feet to my left. Between us was a small 

tree. The tree was about 10 inches tall. The 

trunk was no bigger than a finger. A bullet 

cut the tree off two inches above the 

frozen ground. That was dangerous. I 

uttered the first of many grateful prayers. 

An hour later we were almost to the top 

of the hill. In Marine language it is called 

the military crest. Red and I were still dose 

together. I heard a loud gasp. He tried to 

move. I moved quickly toward him. As I 

slipped his head on my lap he looked bad. 

I yelled for a Corpsman.  

Blood was gushing through the many 

layers of clothing. His eyes rolled back 

and he was gone. A year later I cried, 

again, as I wrote Red’s parents that he did 

not suffer. He was only eighteen years old. 

I was twenty. Seven months later a bar-

tender in a San Francisco Chinese restau-

rant would refuse to serve me a drink 

because I was a few months shy of twen-

ty-one. 

A full-moon night patrol  
Two weeks into the offensive the rou-

tine had been established. We moved a 

few miles most days. We stopped in the 

early afternoon and dug a hole for the 

night. Everything we needed to survive 

we carried on our backs. Food was in a 

can. It tasted better if you could find a way 

to get it warm. There were not many 

chances to build a fire. The daily ration 

contained a little can of Sterno that helped 

some. 

Digging a foxhole was a chore. The 

ground was frozen for several inches. If 

the demolition team was near, a little plas-

tic explosive helped. Two Marines to a 

hole; one slept while the other watched. 

Usually, we did two-hour shifts. By the 

time it was your tum to sleep, you were 

ready. If something moved out there, your 

heart sank a little. Sometimes a flare 

would go up. Wakeful alertness replaced 

the desire to sleep. Some nights were very, 

very long. Our several layers of clothing 

kept out most of the cold. 

Night patrols were common. One mid-

night patrol is burned into my memory, 

not because it was bad, just because it was 

so beautiful. The moon was full and the 

snow was only about six inches deep. My 

buddy and I had a good hole. There was 

no enemy activity that day, so we were 

looking forward to a restful night. The pla-

toon lieutenant came by and asked us to 

volunteer for a patrol. Volunteer is proba-

bly not the right word. Marines are trained 

to just say, “Yes sir.’’ 

Our mission was to move through the 

company lines and then travel northwest 

for three miles. We had to cross a creek 

half way to our assigned destination. The 

creek was only about a foot deep and 

maybe thirty yards wide. It was moving 

fast enough that the ice had formed only 

on the edges. We rested a few minutes 

before getting our feet wet. It really was a 

beautiful setting. It was easy to forget that 

I was engaged in a life or death struggle. 

Wet feet in good boots is not bad as 

long as you keep moving. By the time we 

retraced our tracks two hours later, we 

were in no mood to enjoy the scenery. 

How good it felt to dry the feet and put on 

that extra pair of socks that had been 

warming next to the body. 

A tank ride speeds up the advance 
and brings back the wounded 

Riding the outside of a tank over a rice 

paddy is like being on a bucking horse. I 

remember holding on for dear life. We 

were moving north and we had the 

Chinese on the run. They had moved far 

south and they had no supply lines. We got 

our supplies every afternoon, unless the 

weather was so bad the flying boxcars 

couldn’t find us. 

Later that same day (my Purple Heart 

says it was March 22, 1951) I took another 

tank ride. I was strapped on a stretcher tied 

to the tank. I remember grinning at the 

tank commander and feeling like we were 

floating across those water barriers. I was 

full of morphine. 

Clever Chinese set booby traps for 

advancing Marines. It was midday and we 

had been moving fast up another of the 

millions of hills. I was the squad leader 

and I motioned the fire team on the right 

to move up. I heard what I thought was a 

shot. I looked around to see who might be 

hitting the dirt, then there was a bigger 

bang. One of the guys had tripped a primer 

that set off a bobby trap.  

There was a numb feeling in the center 

of my left thigh and blood running 

through the three layers of clothing into 

my boot.  I yelled for the Corpsman. I 

could move my leg and I could even feel 

my toes in the bloody boot. Was it really 

one of those happy wounds that earned 

you a trip to Japan?  

I felt something warm on my neck. My 

hand checked it out. The hand was coated 

with blood. Now I was really concerned. 

Legs we can live without, but the neck is 

dangerous. Two Corpsmen got there as I 

was about to pass out. They stopped the 

blood flow from the neck and cut through 

the three layers of clothing.  

Digging a foxhole was a chore. The ground was frozen for 
several inches. If the demolition team was near, a little 
plastic explosive helped. Two Marines to a hole; one slept 
while the other watched. 
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The Corpsmen bound the bare left leg 

and the bleeding stopped. The morphine 

started working and I was taken down the 

hill, where they put my stretcher on the 

tank. I was starting to float and grin. The 

reason people get addicted to drugs is that 

drugs work: you float, you grin, and you 

have fun riding a tank over rice paddies. 

The field hospital was not quite as 
glamorous as shown in the televi-
sion series MASH 

It must have been two or three hours 

after the hit when I arrived at the hospital. 

The morphine was wearing off and I was 

no longer grinning. The crew cleaned me 

up. We had been fighting for thirty days 

with no showers, no shaves, and several 

layers of clothing. The only thing that had 

been changed was socks. We knew to 

always keep a fresh pair of socks tucked 

next to our body to stay warm. Wet feet 

freeze easily. 

The doctor is pleasant enough and says, 

“Boy, can you talk?’’  

I said, “Yes, Sir.  

He said “You are very lucky. Those 

neck wounds are very dose to your vocal 

cords.’’  

One more reason for another “Thank 

you, Lord.’’ 

Next day I was feeling good. My think-

ing was that by the time I got back from 

Japan it would be spring and we would not 

need the plastic explosives to break the 

permafrost. It was not to be. The fighting 

had temporarily stopped. There was no 

fighting, no more wounded, and no need 

to send anyone not seriously wounded to 

Japan. 

Two weeks later, I was getting bored in 

the MASH unit. Limping around a big tent 

with one leg bare was not my idea of fun. 

There was plenty of beer and cigarettes, 

and the hot food was welcome, but if you 

couldn’t party, then let’s go back to the 

war. 

One memory of that hospital stay was 

watching the daily delivery of supplies. 

Big, slow moving airplanes with openings 

in the back went by and the guys inside 

pushed out loaded pallets with parachutes 

attached. Some reckless airman must have 

made a mistake, because he was hanging 

onto the package as it floated down. Word 

was that he wasn’t hurt bad. However, a 

Navy Corpsman who was across the field 

with another Marine unit reported in his 

book, The Accordion War, that the airman 

was killed. 

My unit had been relieved from front 

line duty a few days after I was wounded. 

Someone told me H-3-1 was camped just 

two miles from the hospital. When I 

hitched a ride to the camp my squad was 

surprised to see that I was still alive and 

that I was still in Korea. I was still limp-

ing, but the neck had healed and I knew it 

would not be long until they would send 

me back to the unit. The main reassign-

ment area was one hundred miles south. 

Big Marine troop trucks were not the most 

pleasant way to see the country. A hundred 

miles down, then a hundred miles back. 

On one of my visits I talked the compa-

ny clerk into pulling some strings so I 

could rejoin the unit without the travel. I 

was still limping so they gave me light 

duty, such as reading, writing letters, 

drinking beer and keeping the tent clean. I 

managed to get some long johns and pants 

with both legs intact. I picked a new 

weapon and made sure it would hit the tar-

get. 

Back to the front lines 
It was mid-April 1951. The weather 

was getting warmer. We were close to the 

dividing line between North Korea and 

South Korea, the infamous 38th Parallel. 

The 3rd platoon of Howe Company, 3rd 

Battalion, 1st Marines, was rested. The 

missing men had been replaced, my 

wounded leg was almost healed, and we 

were ready to start north. Other units had 

been pushing the enemy while we were in 

reserve.  

The first few days were easy going. A 

lot of marching and a few truck rides. At 

night we could sleep. Who would suspect 

that in a few days thousands of lives 

would be saved as our unit added one 

more small contribution to Marine fight-

ing history? 

There were not so many hills now. 

Small villages still existed, but there were 

not many civilians. Most of their homes 

had been destroyed. Once in a while we 

saw a ‘Papa-son’ and maybe his elderly 

wife scrounging for something to eat. We 

Marines threw away more food than was 

available to them. This part of the country 

had been invaded three times. Once by the 

North Korean sneak attack, second, by the 

Allied Forces in the summer and fall of 

1950, then again by the Chinese army a 

few weeks ago. Now we were going 

through, making the fourth time. Not 

much left in the way of a civilian life. 

A letter home 
One of the sustaining factors for a per-

son engaged in life or death activities is 

memories of people and places back 

home. Mail call is more important than 

mess call. Letters from family and friends 

lift the spirit.  

I had more than just family letters. The 

best looking girl in my home town had 

been writing to me for almost three years. 

We had dated a few times, but nothing 

serious, just friendly letters. Those letters 

during the Korean tour gave me hope for a 

life after the fight. I know now that writing 

was not her favorite activity because I was 

married to her for almost fifty wonderful 

years. 

In my letter dated April 30, 1951, I 

wrote her more details than usual. I asked 

her to save the letter so I could always 

remember how someone was watching 

over me for one more hellish week. Many 

things have happened in the 58 years since 

that letter was written. Four children, 

eleven grandchildren, and three great 

grandchildren add to the wonder of a life 

that could have been cut short at any time 

during those last couple of weeks of April 

1951. 

Eight dog-eared letter pages are now 

yellow with age. The grammar and 

spelling are signs that the writer is a high 

school dropout. The facts related tell only 

a small part of the total story. The letter 

revives vivid memories of narrow 

escapes. Looking back, it would almost 

seem as if there was a grand plan that I 

should survive. Again, I give thanks for 

the opportunity to have lived a good life 

after Korea. 

We now move to the actual words of 

the letter. I will quote a few lines and then 

relate details of how it really was. The let-

ter of April 30, 1951: 

“Dear Joan, 

“I had a very eventful week. Six 

longest nights I have ever spent in my life. 



The GraybeardsThe Graybeards                                                                                                                                                    July-August 2022July-August 2022

Last Sunday night the Chinese broke 

through the ROK lines. The next day the 

Third Battalion crossed the 38th on a high 

bridge. We climbed hill 902, the 3rd high-

est mountain in Korea, and set up for the 

night. That night the Chinese came. We 

lost quite a few men, but we held them 

off.” 

How it really was 
As we came closer to the front, it was 

obvious that something big was going on. 

Army units and ROK (Republic of Korea) 

units were also moving north. Artillery 

units were up and moving. Trucks, jeeps 

and high brass were everywhere. The let-

ter is dated April 30, 1951, so the activities 

must have started for my unit about April 

23, 1951. 

We got orders to pack up fast. A ROK 

unit had been overrun by the enemy and 

there was a big hole in the line. In “line 

combat’’ big holes are to be avoided. Now 

that the Chinese were counter attacking 

and several Army and ROK units were 

threatened on three sides, it would not be 

good war tactics to allow the Chinese to 

get on all four sides. It was important that 

they not get across the river before all our 

troops were out of North Korea. 

My battalion crossed the bridge early 

that morning. We started climbing hill 

902.  Climbing 902 was a chore when you 

had all your equipment, your weapons of 

war, and extra ammunition. All I remem-

ber about the climb is that I was hot, dry, 

and thirsty. The climb consumed us. Out 

of breath and bone tired, we were prodded 

to keep moving up the hill. It was dark 

when we finally stopped.  

The weather was good and the ground 

was no longer frozen. We started digging 

a hole. War sounds were intensifying up 

the ridge. Flares and an occasional tracer 

bullet added stress. Wounded Marines 

being carried off the hill behind us made 

us even more nervous. 

Chinese troops tended to fight at night 

and hide from our airplanes during day-

light. Even before the sun went down this 

day we could hear shooting and explosive 

devices “up the hill.’’ Looking back over 

the many years, it was probably the lead 

unit of our battalion routing out the for-

ward observers for what turned out to be a 

long, long night. At the time it was enough 

to know the bullets were not close. 

Before we could get a good hole dug, 

we received orders to move up a few 

yards. We took the hole someone else 

started. One watched while the other slept. 

Good theory, but no one really slept on 

this, the longest night. 

The sounds of rifle fire were continu-

ous. Chinese troops continued to move 

over the bodies of those who tried earlier. 

Many hand grenades were now being used 

by the Marines. This was a major assault. 

They wanted this hill.  

Minutes seemed like hours. I tried to 

think about home or a girl, but the mind 

always returned to “What if I die this 

night?’’ I really did not want to die. By 

dawn we had moved several times and 

enemy fire now came our way often. The 

foxhole was never deep enough for com-

fort. We could hear them working on the 

wounded behind the ridge. Soon the 

Chinese would start digging in for the day 

and maybe, just maybe, someone with 

some authority would let us get to hell off 

this hill. It was a long night. 

Back to the letter 
“We were about out of ammunition and 

had no chow, so we had to come down the 

mountain. We had to take turns carrying 

the wounded so it took us most all day. We 

were all so dry by the time we got to the 

bottom that we just ducked our head in the 

water and drank. We got our rations and 

started back up this little hill to set up a 

defense.” 

What the letter did not mention 
about the trip down the hill 

The North Koreans started the war ten 

months before I wrote this letter. At first 

they had the advantage. America had been 

afraid to give South Korea tanks and air-

planes. The ROK troops were not trained 

to perfection. When UN troops and equip-

ment were finally committed it was neces-

sary to retake most of South Korea. Most 

of the North Korean equipment, tanks and 

airplanes, were long gone. The Chinese 

depended on ground troops. They moved 

fast and traveled light. Most of their food 

and ammunition they took from allied 

units they were able to destroy. 

As American troops, we Marines had 

equipment, supplies, and those wonderful 

airplanes. Tanks and artillery cannot pro-

vide much help on steep hills like 902. So, 

our advantage with day light and good 

weather would be our air support. In 1951, 

U.S. armed forces were converting their 

air weapons. We saw a few jets, but most 

of our support was provided by the older 

prop jobs left over from the big war. 

We had now been fighting for three 

months. Most of South Korea was in 

Allied hands.  Several times we had wit-

nessed the destructive power of our 

Marine fighter pilots. Machine guns, 

bombs and napalm spelled death for any 

enemy troops caught in the open. 

Going back down the hill was easier. 

Bringing out buddies on stretchers or body 

bags slowed us down. Apparently, the 

Chinese were following and someone 

called in for air support. At first we were 

glad to see our planes. It was mid-morning 

and we were a mile or so from where we 

had spent the night. Looking either up or 

down the ridge I could see a steady stream 

of humans. From the air, Marines must 

look the same as Chinese. 

The airplanes were often controlled by 

a ground observer. In those days the 

observer had to carry big heavy radio 

equipment. One of the observers had been 

talking to me as we moved down the hill. 

Four Marine planes buzzed us. We 

thought they were going for the Chinese 

up the hill.  

The way they work is that one plane 

comes in and drops a test bomb. Then the 

others know where to direct their fire 

power. Suddenly the focus was on us. The 

lead plane was heading straight for us. The 

marker bomb landed 25 yards away. Some 

fragments buzzed by. We hit the dirt. The 

observer was yelling into his radio, “You 

bastards! You are hitting Marines!’’ 

Looking up we could see the other 69

The sounds of rifle fire were continuous. Chinese troops 
continued to move over the bodies of those who tried ear-
lier. Many hand grenades were now being used by the 
Marines. This was a major assault. They wanted this hill. 
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three planes lining up for the kill. They 

came closer. I could see the opening in a 

plane where the machine guns bullets 

would start any second and he had bombs 

on the wings. I had no time for prayer. I 

knew I was a goner. My only thought was 

that I hoped it was not napalm.  

A few seconds later I could see the 

pilot. He dipped his wings as if to say 

“Hello, Boys.’’ The observer and I were 

still shaking as we moved on down the 

hill. 

We pick up now with the final few 

pages of that April 30, 1951, letter to the 

girl who later become the mother of my 

four children. Until I started writing these 

memories, none of the children would 

have known how close they came to not 

being created. 

Letter Continues 
“That afternoon the First Marine 

Division had to pull back. The Army had 

pulled back all along the line and both our 

flanks were exposed. We had tanks cover-

ing us and the airplanes were giving them 

hell on all sides, so we had no trouble 

pulling back. We went across a 200-foot 

high bridge. When we were all across they 

blew up the bridge. From five o’clock that 

afternoon we walked. We got to a town, 

Chonchan, and set up another defense. We 

all got some much needed rest. There were 

Marines in front of us, so we didn’t worry 

that night. All night long trucks and men 

pulled back through our lines. By noon the 

next day we were again the defense line, 

but the Chinese were still a few miles up. 

“That night was uneventful. The next 

day we spotted Chinese in the hills to our 

front. We could see across the Han River 

and a big valley. They could not get close 

to us. We had tanks set up so they could 

fire clear across the valley. We were sup-

posed to pull back that day, but the roads 

were jammed with traffic, so we had to 

stay the night to protect the truck move-

ment, and to give them time to get all the 

other troops out.  

“That night, about 0130, a few of them 

slipped half way across the valley, to the 

other side of the river, and fired at us. We 

never fired back. We called in artillery. 

Those few Chinese were brave, but sort of 

stupid. The rest of the night went by slow, 

but without any more trouble. 

“Our men blew up the bridge early the 

next morning, and we started moving 

back. We would move back a couple of 

miles then set up a defense and wait for 

the other battalions to move through our 

lines. They would do the same for us. 

“About dark last night we formed our 

last defense, on a narrow mountain pass. 

Everybody else moved through our line, 

and then we moved down the mountain 

pass to a valley, where we got on a truck 

and started back. I went to sleep, I was in 

a dump truck and the roads were rough as 

heck, but I slept like a log.” 

“Now I will tell you why we were stay-

ing up there. While the “First Marines’’ 

were holding them back, all the other out-

fits were pulling back to set up a line clear 

across the central front. We moved back 

behind this line, and were in a nice valley, 

just resting. We were in reserve, and the 

front line was five miles away.  

“I think I forgot to mention that all the 

time the planes were helping us, except for 

one day when it rained. The artillery and 

planes were what gave us such a good 

advantage. We also captured about a 

dozen prisoners. They were dressed in 

civilian clothes.” 

How It Really Was 
The hill where we would make our 

stand was a half mile from a bridge. The 

bridge was the only way out for thousands 

of Allied forces. The area had changed 

hands before. Someone had dug trenches 

and built dirt mounds to provide protec-

tion. After loading our wounded on ambu-

lances, trucks, or helicopters we drank our 

fill, washed our faces, and headed back up 

the ridge to set up a defense. 

Normally, our rifle platoon would be 

out in front leading the way. We had not 

participated in long-term defensive tac-

tics. This time the big mortars and the 

rocket launchers would be a part of the 

defense team instead of being a few hun-

dred yards behind dropping explosives on 

the enemy in front of us. 

The orders this day were that we were 

to hold the line at all costs. Our big mor-

tars, our little mortars, the bazookas, and 

the water-cooled machine guns were all a 

part of the defensive line. Our V-shaped 

defense perimeter started with the point 

several hundred yards up the ridge and 

opened up on each side all the way back to 

the river. The bridge would have been in 

the center of the open part of the V. My 

platoon was at the point of the V looking 

up the ridge. 

In the letter, I tell Joan the fighting is 

rather light. That was a little white lie. The 

Chinese wanted us out of there in the 

worst way. Fortunately, we were dug in 

and set up before they made their move. I 

remember stopping long enough to enjoy 

a can of peaches, some crackers, and a 

couple candy bars. And then they came 

down the ridge.  

They came in force. Many bodies start-

ed to stack up in front of our position. For 

those of us with rifles or carbines, we fired 

a few shots, but most of the river of bullets 

was provided by our automatic weapons: 

The BAR (Browning automatic rifle), the 

light machine guns, and those heavy duty 

water-cooled jobs. 

We had plenty of ammunition. Down 

by the river were trucks filled with sup-

plies. The first night the attack started just 

before dusk and lasted for about three 

hours. Those of us foolish enough to occa-

sionally look over the dirt mound in front 

of us could see dead bodies a few yards in 

front of our position. Many brave Chinese 

soldiers were killed trying to get through 

our line. A bugle call from up the hill sig-

naled them to regroup. 

Through the rest of the night we could 

hear sounds far up the hill and occasional 

bursts of gunfire. The big mortars sent up 

flares and a few times our airplanes flew 

over with bigger flares that would illumi-

nate the whole area. One memory that is 

very dear is the sound made by the trailer-

drawn rocket launchers. There were about 

two dozen weapons lined up in several 

rows. As they were fired it sounded like a 

machine gun, just bigger and much louder. 

Day Three 
We were not going anyplace. We had 

food and water. As long as we kept our 

heads down we were reasonably safe. The 

Chinese were not so lucky. They had 

improved trenches, but we had the big guns 

on our side, including artillery shells from 

across the river, mortars, and bombs from 

the airplanes. 

We cleaned our weapons and relaxed. A 

few times during the day bullets would 
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buzz over the head of someone. As the sun 

went down we could hear movement up the 

ridge and down the sides. They were going 

to try again. Once more our superior fire-

power killed many and they again pulled 

back to their deep trenches.  Most of us 

were able to get some sleep during the two-

hour periods when we were off watch. 

Back to the letter 
“The next morning, at 8:00, my squad, 

now only ten men, was sent out on a patrol 

to see if the enemy was still on the hill to 

our front. They were. A machine gun fired 

at us. We went over the hill so it couldn’t 

hit us. At this time I was the farthest man 

north of all the U.N. troops. Our heavy 

machine guns started firing over our heads, 

to keep them down while we came back to 

the line.  

We started back, crawling as fast as pos-

sible. I looked back once and saw an 

artillery shell hit right in the trench where 

the machine gun was that almost got me. 

That made me feel much better. On the way 

back I stopped long enough to pick up a 

shovel, I had lost mine. 

Now let me tell you how close I came to 

dying that day. 

After the sounds of war stopped on 

night two the whole area was quiet. After a 

couple hours most of us were at peace. We 

had survived three full days and three har-

rowing nights. Calm spread over the hill. 

Some of us got the first good sleep in four 

nights. 

Daylight brought more comfort hot cof-

fee or chocolate, a half decent c-ration 

breakfast, and nothing moving anywhere 

outside our secure lines. No shots or other 

sounds of war could be heard. Our Platoon 

Leader was a big tough Marine. At 8 a.m. 

he ambled over to where I was leaning on 

my pack eating breakfast. “Waits,” he says, 

“we don’t know if the enemy is still up that 

ridge. I want you to take your squad and 

move up the ridge toward the trenches 

where they were when we last observed fir-

ing. The minute you draw fire get low and 

come back. We will have all our fire power 

standing by to cover your return.” 

Note: Marines survive in combat 

because they do whatever is necessary, and 

whatever they are told. Today’s Marine 

Corps would probably have some type of 

heat seeking surveillance that would tell 

them how many live bodies were still in 

those trenches. They could launch a missile 

from a plane or a ship that would go right 

into the trenches. Those things were not 

available in late April 1951, so my squad 

was going to find out the hard way if the 

enemy was still there. Our order was draw 

fire and return. 

Dozens of Marines watched as ten of us 

moved away from the safe battle line. The 

front-line mortar platoon had stacks of 

rounds ready to go. The big guns across the 

river were ready. It was a beautiful day for 

a leisurely stroll up the ridge. We formed a 

V as we moved away from our security 

line. I was the point, the other men in the 

squad were to the right and left and slightly 

behind. The ridge was narrow so the 

Marines on either end were slightly lower 

than me. 

A few yards out, we started seeing dead 

bodies. Most of them had been killed that 

first night. The weather was warm during 

the day. Dead bodies are not pretty after a 

few days. The silence was scary. No sounds 

of fighting, no airplanes, nothing but a few 

Marines moving ginger1y up a deserted 

ridge. 

Time stands still; progress is measured 

in distance from the safe environment. I 

relaxed a little as we continued to move 

without activity. I was about 150 yards out 

when I spotted a body that was obviously a 

Chinese officer. Even in death he looked 

different: better uniform, different type of 

head gear and boots. Strapped to his side 

was a pearl handed pistol. 

I and my squad stopped. As I looked 

down at that pistol, I could picture other 

Marines admiring it as I told the war story. 

The thought that it might be a bobby trap 

crossed my mind. I had experience with 

tripped wires that set off explosives, I 

remember thinking that this could not be a 

trap because we are still in view of our 

troops. Surely no one would stop long 

enough to rig an explosive to a pistol.  

I decided to get that pistol. That decision 

saved my life. As I bent down machine gun 

bullets started flying at the spot where my 

head had been. Incoming bullets make a 

distinctive sound. After a few weeks of 

combat you can tell by the sound how close 

they are. Those bullets were close, very 

close. Some Chinese machine gunner had 

my head in his sights. My bending down at 

the right time foiled his plan. 

All hell broke loose from our side. I hit 

the dirt crawling. Dozens of my buddies 

were firing at the ridge. Our machine guns 

were non-stop. Thousands of bullets were 

going over our head. All we had to do was 

keep crawling, keep our heads down, and 

thank someone for that trigger happy gun-

ner who couldn’t wait for us to get closer. 

As I mentioned in the letter to Joan, I 

picked up a shovel on the way back. I did 

not get the pistol, and I have never spent 

one minute regretting it. Thanks to that 

pearl-handled pistol I have enjoyed almost 

sixty years of extra life. 

We had accomplished our mission; we 

had stopped the Chinese offensive long 

enough for the Allied troops to get out of a 

potential trap. When everything was secure 

and all United Nations troops were on the 

right side of the river, H-3-1 abandoned the 

defense and crossed the bridge. We 

watched from the other side as they pre-

pared to blow up the bridge. 

We pick up now with the final few pages 

of that April 30, 1951 letter to the girl who 

later become the mother of my four chil-

dren. Until I started writing these memo-

ries, none of the children would have 

known how close they came to not being. 

Thanksgiving Weekend 2009 
Looking back these 58 years it really 

was quite an experience, but compared to 

what the First Marines and others had to 

experience when MacArthur forced them 

into North Korea six months before the 

time frame of this letter, my experience was 

“Waits,” he says, “we don’t know if the enemy is still up 
that ridge. I want you to take your squad and move up the 
ridge toward the trenches where they were when we last 
observed firing. The minute you draw fire get low and 
come back. We will have all our fire power standing by to 
cover your return.”
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rather mild. The fifty-eight years have been 

good ones. I was married to Joan for almost 

fifty years.  She died of a fast growing 

brain cancer September 26, 2001, a few 

weeks after 9/11. A year later I married 

Diane Lowe, a friend of Joan and a former 

law client. 

For the most part, I have been able to 

live. Love, learn, and contribute a little to a 

better world. Thanks to a Kaiser employee 

who knew how to restart a heart, I have had 

a few years added to the good life. It is 

right that I give many thanks on this week-

end. 

June 22, 1951: Another Near-Death 
Experience 

What was I doing at an artillery posi-

tion? Most front-line fighters appreciate the 

big guns that could lop a high explosive 

shell a few yards in front of their position. 

That is, except for the few times when 

someone gives the wrong target informa-

tion or occasionally when a shell will not 

go the designed distance.  

I remember being near an artillery posi-

tion. There was ammunition stacked all 

around the place. I don’t remember who 

was there or even why I was there. 

Normally, a front-line Marine would not be 

there. All I remember is that the Chinese 

started lobbing explosive devices and sev-

eral were landing near the artillery shells 

and me. I was scared.  

I dived into a shallow ditch thinking that 

this time I was not going to survive. I 

remember receiving a wound in my 

exposed left calf. The wound was no big 

deal, but the sheer terror was different than 

any I had ever experienced. The last 

thought I recall was “After all those near 

misses is my number finally up?” Then... 

nothing.  

My mind for that time is a blank. I have 

no idea what was taking place during that 

month, but I am sure that everything was 

normal before those shells and my experi-

ence in the shallow ditch. (I guess the 

human brain has ways to protect our sanity 

that we don’t often experience, although I 

still sometimes do strange things when I 

experience frustration.) 

I don’t know how I got to the rear area 

that day, but I think I ended up in Pusan. I 

do have a few vague memories of being in 

a camp with other Marines, getting new 

clothes, and continuing to curl my handle-

bar mustache. Sometime in late June or 

early July 1951 I ended up in Japan waiting 

for a troop ship home. I was there 30 or 40 

days; all we had to do was check in once in 

a while and go on liberty. 

We learned to appreciate Japanese beer 

and other amenities. Often during the day 

we would get a dice or card game going. I 

remember one 36-hour poker game in 

which I was a winner. At about hour 24 I 

had most of the money and was buying 

gifts at a discounted price from those other 

Marines who had planned to take their gifts 

home. My sea bag was full by the time a 

ship finally arrived to take us across the 

Pacific. One set of silverware Joan and I 

used during the first years of our marriage. 

Unlike that December 22, 1947, trip 

where I was sick before we left the Golden 

Gate Bridge, this 1951 trip home was 

smooth all the way. Many of us spent a lot 

of time on deck dreaming of what we were 

going to do when we finally got home. 

Sometimes, but not often, I would think of 

those narrow escapes in Korea.  

Soon after my second wound experi-

ence the UN and North Korea started talk-

ing, but the fighting continued for a couple 

of years. The political wrangling continued 

and, as far as I know, there has never been 

a complete end to the war. 

Homecoming  
One early August morning in 1951 our 

troopship went under the Golden Gate 

Bridge. During the night the ship had 

stopped moving so we could make a grand 

entrance soon after sunrise. Most of us 

were on deck to enjoy the moment. 

My parents (dad and step-mother) lived 

in Greenville, California, a small town 

about 250 miles northeast of San 

Francisco. The girl I had dated before I 

went in the Marines had written friendly 

letters during the three plus years I had 

been gone. Joan worked at the local soda 

fountain. My parents and Joan always 

exchanged information during my absence. 

When they got news that the ship would be 

docking at Treasure Island, Joan agreed to 

ride with them to meet the ship. She later 

would say that it was the only time she 

stayed up all night until we started having 

children. 

San Francisco was cold. All I had was 

summer uniforms. The fourteen lazy days 

across the Pacific Ocean had been warm 

weather. We all went out to dinner at a 

famous Chinese restaurant. I was three 

months shy of twenty-one, so they would 

not serve me a beer. 

I had thirty days before I was to report 

to duty at the San Diego Destroyer Base. 

Greenville is a small town in Plumas 

County, California. The water supply for 

Greenville is a small lake two miles up the 

hill from town. It is a beautiful bass fishing 

lake and was a famous spot for couples to 

park and enjoy the view. 

It was a full moonlight night. Joan and I 

were parked in my 1942 Plymouth convert-

ible. I was telling her about my plan to go 

to Milwaukee, Wisconsin to finish the 

refrigeration and air conditioning course I 

had started by correspondence while I was 

stationed on Kwajalein. She said, “We can 

do it.” So, I am now an engaged Marine 

with a few more months to serve because 

President Truman had tacked an extra year 

on my three-year contract. 

During the next few months, I would 

work one weekend and hitchhike from San 

Diego to Sacramento in the off weekend. In 

those days a uniformed serviceman could 

easily get a ride.  

Joan and I were married on May 4, 

1952. The only housing I could find was a 

plywood unit with the bathroom 100 yards 

away. There was a two-inch shortage at the 

bottom of the door. Not fun when the sand-

storms came. Luckily we found a trailer to 

rent before I had to go back to guard duty. 

At that time, the Naval Ordnance 

Testing Center was active in super-secret 

technology. Only a very few people had 

authority to get by our guard stations. My 

favorite memory is one night I was 

Sergeant of the Guard when a frantic 

Southern voice was screaming for help at 

his station. When I got there he was up on 

top of his big radio and a small sidewinder 

rattlesnake was on the floor of his guard 

shack. A broom and a couple of rocks 

solved the problem. 

The Marine Corps decided to cut a few 

months off Truman’s extra year, so Joan 

and I packed up the convertible and headed 

for Milwaukee. My association with Korea 

was over. In May 1999 I returned to Korea 

with my wife Joan. The memories of that 

trip are now ten years old. A lot of the 

information has changed, but the struggle 

goes on. 
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 Membership is Our Strength 
It’s not the price you pay to belong, It’s the price you paid to become eligible to join
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Ongoing Series 
Remember that we have ongoing series for which we are always looking for submissions. Among them are: 
• Where I was on July 27, 1953 
• Humor in Korea 
• How I joined the KWVA 
We will continue the series as long as we receive your stories. Please send your submissions to Arthur G. Sharp, 2473 New Haven Circle, Sun 

City Center, FL 33573. 
Editor’s Office Hours 

Bear in mind that the editor is not a full-time employee of the KWVA. He maintains approximate office hours. They are 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. eastern 
standard time, Monday through Friday.   
Photo Captions 

Whenever possible, please identify the subjects in photos you submit. We realize that is not always possible, especially in group photos. But, 
when you can, identify them, use designations such as (R-L), (L-R), (Standing, L-R), (Seated, L-R), etc.  And, please write subjects’ names as 
legibly as possible. We can usually figure out who the KWVA members are, but we cannot guess at non-members’ identities.  
Photo Limits 

From time to time we have to limit the number of photos we include with Chapter or Tell America news. We receive a lot of submissions in both 
categories, and we have a limited number of pages. So, in the interest of fairness, we try to spread the coverage.  

The Graybeards Submission Guidelines
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A
s usual KWVA members engaged in Memorial Day com-

memorations across the country. National President Jeff 

Brodeur highlighted the association’s 5/30/2022 participa-

tion in Washington D.C. in his message to all KWVA officers: 

“I thank all who came Washington D.C. and represented the 

KWVA at Arlington National Cemetery. The KWVA was also repre-

sented at the Korean War Memorial, TAPS Seminar, Bethesda 

National Medical Center. 

“The KWVA at Arlington was exceptional! The KWVA Color 

Guard was outstanding and all who laid the KWVA Wreath were very 

professional.” 

“All KWVA Members should 

be proud to be in the KWVA, We 

honored our fallen with dignity. 

The conditions were very hot and 

somewhat disorganized, but the 

KWVA came through with flying 

colors. 

“I received a text from TBI 

Ward Director Dr. David 

Williamson [at Bethesda] thanking 

us for visiting the Ward and the 

patients and staff. I believe the next 

Jack Keep, KWVA’s Chaplain 
Emeritus, delivers the invocation 
at the Korean War Veterans 
Memorial on 5/30/2022 

Park Ranger and Color Guard at Korean War Veterans Memorial Day 
commemoration 

Wreaths line the wall at the Korean War Veterans Memorial at Memorial Day 
observation

MEMORIAL DAY 

The KWVA in Washington D.C.

KWVA member and partner at Memorial Day event 
in Washington D.C. 

KWVA members (Shenandoah Chapter mostly) with 
Korean ladies lined up to present roses at the markers 
of each of the countries that participated in the Korean 
War, fighting under the banner of the United Nations 

The KWVA guys were so patient and stayed in 
the sun for quite a while for the Memorial Day 
observation in Washington D.C. Perhaps they 
could have used this lady’s hat!! 
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time we visit our wounded warriors we should have KWVA gift cards to 

pass out so the troops can by necessities at the PX with the coins and 

patches. 

“We networked with TAPS officials who care for the children of the 

fallen [and] we had a visitor to our KWVA Box at Arlington, MOH recip-

ient Army Ranger Leroy Petry. 

“The KWVA has never looked better!” 

Several members represented the KWVA at the Korean War Veterans 

Memorial in the nation’s capital. Jack Keep, KWVA’s Chaplain Emeritus, 

delivered the invocation at the ceremony. The members were accompa-

nied during the ceremony by a group of Korean women as they presented 

roses at the markers of each of the countries that participated in the Korean 

War, fighting under the banner of the United Nations. (Thanks to Fred 

Lash for the remarkable photos of the event.)

Washington D.C. Memorial Day parade

KWVA members flanked by U.S. and KWVA flags at 
Washington D.C. event 

KWVA President Jeff Brodeur meets with veteran at 
Bethesda hospital, as Harold Trieber (in background) 
and unidentified canine look on  

Flags presented at Arlington 
National Cemetery auditorium on 
Memorial Day  

Representatives from KWVA present wreath at 
Arlington National Cemetery 

Proud veterans assemble at Arlington National Cemetery 
Memorial Day gathering 

Harold Trieber, KWVA National Secretary (R) and Jeff Brodeur (2nd from left) with staff at Bethesda 
hospital 

KWVA contingent with wreath at Washington D.C. 
observation 
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ALABAMA 
JAMES A. OSBORNE 

ARIZONA 
CARMELLO F. GERACI 
KARL F. KAUB 
WILLIAM F. O’BRIEN 
ROBERT J. ‘BOB’ SCHAEFER 

CALIFORNIA 
JOHN M. DAHLBERG 
FERRIL CURTIS ELDER 
MARION LEE 
WILLIAM M. ROSENSTEEL JR. 
CHARLES C. TROUT 
RICHARD W. WILLIAMSON 

COLORADO 
SCOTT L. DEFEBAUGH 
FREDERICK A. POWELL 

CONNECTICUT 
RICHARD J. DONAHUE 

FLORIDA 
STEPHEN J. FRANGOS 
WALTER WILLIAM GLASS 
IRWIN J. GREENBERG 
JOSEPH J. GRUBER 
ROBERT J. HARRIGAN 
TOMMY K. HOLTON 
ROBERT A. HUNKE 
PHILIP L. LINDSLEY 
ELIOT R. WORONOFF 

ILLINOIS 
DONALD G. BEVERAGE 
CHARLES I. DANIELSON 
ROBERT M. DERRICK 
JOSEPH F. HENMUELLER 
EDD J. HILL 
RICHARD I. HOLUBEK 
LOUIS L. MYERS JR. 
SHIRLEN ROSENTHAL 
DAVID P. WRIGHT 

INDIANA 
EDWIN C. GOSHERT 
PHILIP L. SCHNELKER 
THOMAS J. SHEPHERD 
MARILYN A. WAGNER 

KANSAS 
W. WARD MARRS 

MAINE 
ALLEN C. DOWLING 
JOSEPH E. WALLACE 

MARYLAND 
ANDREW C. BARILLA 
EDWARD ILGENFRITZ JR. 
NEAL H. JONES 
ERIC A. NILSSON 

MASSACHUSETTS 
WILLIAM D. FUREY 
THOMAS E. GILL 
BERNARD B. KAVANAGH 
BERNARD A. SMITH 
FRANCIS J. SOUZA 

MICHIGAN 
JAMES E. MCCARTHY 

MINNESOTA 
THEODORE Y. HIRABAYASHI 
RICHARD D. KAASA 
STANLEY KWIECINSKI 
ROBERT SMALL 

MISSOURI 
DOROTHY J. WACKER 
EUGENE BRADLEY 
ALAN J. BROWN 
PAUL G. JONES 

NEVADA 
ROBERT L. WEIDENHOFFER 
JOE GARCIA 
MARVIN N. REED 
ROBERT W. TITUS 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
ROBERT R. WALLACE 

NEW JERSEY 
JOHN F. MCHUGH 
RICHARD J. CONNORS 
LEO H. HEIDEN 

NEW MEXICO 
GEORGE J. LITTLE 
GERALD M. HIETPAS 
JAMES A. HOFFSIS 
BERNARD S. KALISKI 
ROBERT L. LUCAS 

NEW YORK 
ROY F. TACHIAS 
ROGER E. BRADLEY 
CHARLES B. ‘BRUCE’ CARTER 
JOHN T. COWAN 
HERMANDO J. FOLLA 
JOHN A. GARDNER 

NORTH CAROLINA 
ALBERT J. GOODWIN JR. 

OHIO 
WILLIAM E. KERSHNER JR. 
RICHARD M. FRIEBEL 

PENNSYLVANIA 
T. DALE SNYDER 
WILLIAM J. HEMPSEY 
JOHN MICHAEL KILCOYNE 
ALLEN K. MAIROSE 
FREDERICK L. ORRIS 
CLYDE L. SHEARER SR. 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
JOSEPH C. TINARI 
JAMES E. ROHR 

SOUTH DAKOTA 
GEORGE L. WILEY 
LYLE L. CUTLER 
ODEAN SOLBERG 

TEXAS 
ROBERT G. TWO BULLS 
LEON L. ANDERSON 
EDDIE L. BELL SR. 
JOHN V. CAUDURO 
NORRIS P. CRONOVICH 
MARTIN C. GUERRERO 
PAUL E. MING 
CLIFFORD L. PETREY 

VIRGINIA 
RICHARD C. ROSA 
RAYMOND A. CARTER 
ROBERT B. PATTERSON 
HOWARD P. RICE JR. 

WASHINGTON 
LEWIS W. STROTHER SR. 

WEST VIRGINIA 
THORNTON C. BOND 

WISCONSIN 
JAMES W. BENNETT 

WYOMING 
GEORGE M. KNUDTSON 
HAROLD F. MCINTYRE 
DENNIS L. MUELLER 
CARL D. ‘DEAN’ ROBERTS 

Last Call
All of us in the Korean War Veterans Association extend our sincere sympathy to the families and friends of those listed below. May 
they rest in peace.

Did you know the 57mm Recoilless Rifle went on tour after 

it was introduced in 1952? 

 A rifle on tour 
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ARIZONA 
LR50295   WILLIAM C. SCHULTZ 

CALIFORNIA 
LR50276   RICHARD ADAMS 

DELAWARE 
R050248   VICTOR GONZALEZ 

FLORIDA 
A050287   BOB ADELHELM 
R050280   WILLIAM E. DUDLEY 
R050292   TINNON T. FROEHLICH 
A050253   ROGER E. GULBRANSEN 
A050290   HELEN E. HEATH 
A050285   YOUNGCHUK KIM 
R050247   STAN KOTZKER 
A050286   JAE Y. LEE 
LR50255   DAVID E. LEISEY 
A050289   MATTHEW L. MORELAND 
R050281   MARINA L. PEACOCK 
A050288   FRANK REINSTINE JR. 
A050282   DONALD G. RODELY 
R050265   THOMAS M. SELLNER 
A050291   HARRY D. SMITH 
A050283   FRANCIS S. SUTHERLAND 
R050293   JARED M. WILKERSON 

ILLINOIS 
LR50267   JERRY H. SPERRY 

LOUISIANA 
R050256   THOMAS PRENTICE 

MASSACHUSETTS 
A050249   THOMAS R. FAY JR. 
R050269   DENNIS K. NICHOLS

MISSOURI 
R050260   ROB R. FREEMAN 
R050264   HAROLD F. RAKOP JR. 

NEVADA 
A050279    BARBARA A. MONTGOMERY 
LR50278   RICHARD F. TALLINI 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
A050275   CRAIG CORDEIRO 

NEW JERSEY 
A050250   LAURIE M. SOUTHARD 

NEW MEXICO 
R050263   EZEQUIEL J. MEDINA 

NORTH CAROLINA 
LR50262   ALBERT L. DANIELS 
NR050258MATTHEW M. RINDER 

OHIO 
R050274   GLENN J. BATHALTER 
A050261   JAY D. HAAR 
A050273   RAYMOND H. HUTCHINSON 
LR50251   CHARLES L. LITMAN 
LR50246   JAMES J. MCNICHOLAS 

PENNSYLVANIA 
A050254   ANITA T. HARPER 

RHODE ISLAND 
R050245   RAOUL E. CHARBONNEAU 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
A050266   PAULA G. WHITE 
LR50244   MICHAEL D. ALEXANDER 
A050271   HELEN K. BORKOWICZ 
LR50257   RAUL ESCRIBANO 
R050272   CHARLOTTE A. HARDY 

LR50252   DENNIS C. HARRELL 
R050268   MYQUEL MARCONI 
R050270   JANICE M. RICHMOND

VIRGINIA 
LR50294   DAVID E. COOK 

WASHINGTON 
R050259   HARRY G. CRAMER III 

Welcome Aboard! 
New Members of the Korean  War Veterans Asssociation

Death Notice of a Member of KWVA 

The following notice is submitted for publication: 

Name of deceased __________________________________  

Date of death __________________Year of Birth ________  

Member #______________________Chapter ____________  

Address __________________________________________  

              r Army  r Navy  r Marine Corps  r Air Force  r 

Coast Guard 

Primary Unit of service during Korean War ____________________  

Submitted by ______________________________________  

Relationship to deceased ______________________________  

Send to:  Membership, P.O. Box 407, Charleston, IL 

61920-0407

Lost on Patrol  
By Joseph Cirillo 

While in Korea we often went out on patrol in enemy territory. 
We did reconnaissance patrols and contact patrols. On con-

tact patrols we went deeper into Chinese territory until we made 
contact with the enemy. I recall one very cold and rainy night our 
squad was sent out to make contact.  

I was the pyrotechnic man at the time, and I carried the flares in 
case we were ambushed. My partner was Ernie St Jacques, who 
was from Boston. It was so dark and rainy that night we became 
separated from our unit. We were out there for several hours and 
we were totally lost. 

I didn’t want to shoot up a flare for fear the enemy would see 
us. I remember Ernie and me sitting in mud on the side of a 
mountain, soaking wet under our ponchos and totally exhausted. 
We were there for quite some time and then we heard footsteps 
approaching. I said to Ernie, “If they aren’t our men this is it for 
us.”  

At that point we both really didn’t give a damn who it was, friend 
or foe. But we sure as hell were not to go quietly. As they got 
closer we heard their voices. Thank God they were speaking 
English and luckily it was a team from our unit sent out to find us. 

NOTE: Joseph M. Cirillo, who served in combat with the 
Wolfhounds, Company I, 27th Inf. Reg, 25th Division in Korea 
from 1952-1953, had an interesting post-war career After his 
discharge he became an NYPD police officer and a movie actor. 
He worked in several movies, including The Godfather, Splash, 
Ghostbusters and many more, and two TV series, Kojak and 
Eischeid, in which he starred with Joe Don Baker. Telly Savalas 
employed him as his “right-hand man.”   

He also had his own security company, Filmworld Security Inc., 
which provided personal security to many of Hollywood’s biggest 

stars, e.g., Robert DeNiro, Tom Hanks, 
Al Pacino, Meryl Streep, Barbra 
Streisand, Jackie Gleason, Jerry Lewis, 
and many, many more.  

His autobiography, “An Offer I Couldn’t 
Refuse: From the NYPD to Hollywood,” 
published in 2021, is available on ama-
zon.com books. You can reach him at 
Joseph M. (Joe) Cirillo, 2630 Rachel St., 
Bellmore, NY 11710, 516-781-5963, 
JoeActor27@gmail.com. 
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Kunsan Participates in ROK Memorial Day Ceremony 
Members of the Gunsan community lie flowers on graves during a Republic of Korea Memorial Day cere-
mony at Gunsan City, Republic of Korea, June 6, 2022. The Republic of Korea annually celebrates 
Memorial Day on June 6, honoring ROK servicemembers and patriots who lost their lives serving their 
country. (U.S. Air Force photos by Senior Airman Shannon Braaten) 


