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The KWVA Board 

of Directors con-

ducted an outstanding 

business meeting at 

the Fort Benning, GA, National Infantry 

Museum. The board met April 4-7, 2022 

and many issues were discussed (Photos 

on page 5.)  

The KWVA was welcomed at the 

Infantry and Airborne Museum by staff. 

We were the first to see MOH Colonel 

Ralph Puckett’s Medal of Honor flag. 

Iraq War Veteran MOH recipient (posthu-

mously) Alan Cashe was also honored. 

There was a tornado at the museum and 

everyone had to be moved to the base-

ment for a short time.  

Great committee reports by all, includ-

ing fundraising report by 2nd Vice 

President McHugh, POW / MIA by 

Rocky Harder, Membership by Al 

McCarthy, Legislative by Michele Bretz, 

Tell America and Scholarship Program 

by John McWaters, and Treasurer’s by 

Joe Harman. There also could be a new 

Korean War Memorial in the near future 

at the museum, as we were asked to give 

input by the museum director.  

John McWaters and team have done a 

great video for our Tell America 

Program, which will be available to the 

chapters shortly, at no costs to the mem-

bership. Al McCarthy has introduced new 

“post-its” that will be available to the 

chapters to recruit new members at no 

cost. You can call the office and Sheila 

will send you some post-its.   

It was great comradery and honor to 

bond with fellow board members. The 

minutes of the meeting are included in 

this issue on pp. 10. 

If you gave to the Wall of 

Remembrance, the KWVA thanks you for 

donating. Unfortunately, our friend and 

KW Memorial Founder, Bill Weber 

recently passed away. Colonel Bill Weber 

will be buried at Arlington National 

Cemetery at a future date. Bill was a per-

sonal friend and it was an honor to be in 

his presence. He was a true American 

hero and will be missed by all, especially 

the veterans community. 

Don’t be a keyboard warrior. You only 

diminish yourself and the KWVA when 

you disparage members publicly on the 

internet. Do not feed into this negative 

philosophy. Unfortunately, this negative 

behavior comes up once in a while and 

we as a board must deal with it for the 

good of the KWVA. 

Please donate to our fundraiser so we 

do not have to raise dues. We have not 

raised dues in 17 years. Everything has 

gone up because of inflation.  

Many members are buying our shirts, 

hats, and jackets. This gets the KWVA 

brand out into the public domain. I have 

learned over the years the KWVA did not 

market the organization very well. Many 

people knew little of the KWVA.  

I was honored to attend and speak at 

our Gainesville FL Chapter #267 meeting 

on my way home from Ft. Benning. I 

gave the members a briefing of the 

KWVA Board Meeting. 

I thank all the members who voted for 

me, especially those who have supported 

me over the last 20 years. The victory 

was extensive and the members have 

spoken. They are pleased with the way 

the KWVA business is being conducted. 

My opponent, AJ Keys, called and con-

gratulated me. I am thankful for his good 

sportsmanship and hope to see him in 

San Antonio, Texas at our National 

Meeting.  

We have a lot of good things coming 

up, including partnering with the Military 

Order of Purple Heart on legislative mat-

ters, a Memorial Day presence at Arlington 

National Cemetery, and the Korean War 

Memorial, Chosin Few Reunion, KWVA 

Dog Tag Program at Wreath Across 

America, KWVA Wounded Warrior visit at 

Bethesda, possible national meeting on the 

West Coast for next year, and a few other 

events that will be in future issues of The 

Graybeards. 

I thank Public Affairs Officer Fred 

Lash for all the events he has covered. 

He has been a great asset to the KWVA. I 

also thank all outgoing officers for their 

contributions to the KWVA, especially 

Tom Cacy for his work on our San 

Antonio National Meeting. 
Freedom is not Free 

Jeffery Brodeur 
KWVA National President  

From the President 
Jeffrey J. Brodeur, M.A./C.A.G.S.

NOTE: Some contributors are submitting reunion notices barely a few 
days or weeks before the actual gatherings. Please allow at least four 
months—six or more is better—if you want your reunion notices print-
ed in more than one issue and in enough time to give potential atten-
dees adequate notice to make plans to be there. 
NOTE #2: All dates are subject to change due to Coronavirus con-
siderations. Check with contacts listed re changes, cancellations, 
postponements, etc.  
The Graybeards is not responsible for the content or accuracy of 
reunion notices. 

AUGUST 
1st Marine Division Association. Aug. 13-22, Sheraton Pentagon City 
Hotel, 900 South Orme St., Arlington, VA, (703) 521-1900, Website: 
Sheraton Pentagon City  

SEPTEMBER 
The Chosin Few, Sept. 7-11, Hilton Crystal City, Washington Reagan 
National Airport, 2399 Richmond Hwy, Arlington, VA 22202 (703) 418-
6800 or (800) 445-8667. Jerry Wadley; Headquarters@chosinfew.org 
25th Inf. Div. Assn., Sept. 25-Oct. 2, Honolulu, HI. Sarah Krause, PO Box 
7, Flourtown, PA 19031. Fax: 215-366-5707; email: TropicLtn@aol.com; 
website at www.25thida.org 

OCTOBER 
Korean War Veterans Assn., Oct. 24-28, 2022, San Antonio, TX. Details to 
be announced.  
USS Hornet and USS Constellation Joint Reunion (CV-8, CV/CVA/CVS-
12) and (CVA/CV-64). All Ship’s Officers, Air Groups, Crew, Marines and 
Families Welcomed. Sept. 12-17, Buffalo, NY, Millennium Hotel Buffalo. 
Hornet Web Site: https://usshornetassn.com/; Constellation Web Site: 
https://ussconstellation.org/ 

Reunion Calendar: 2022
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Welcome to Fort Benning! KWVA National Board of Directors at U.S. Army Infantry Museum, Fort Benning, GA 

National Director Rocky Harder, USMC Airborne Instructor, National PAO 
Fred Lash at the U.S. Army Airborne Museum, Fort Benning, GA 

Ch. 267 members Terry Fitzpatrick, Vincent Mannion-Brodeur, Sarge 
McQuinn, KWVA National President Jeff Brodeur, and Norm Tankersley MOH Colonel Ralph Puckett’s MOH Colors 

Jump Towers, U.S. Army Airborne School 

PRESIDENT from page 2
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From the Secretary 
Harold Trieber

BUSINESS

I just returned from another productive and 

successful National Board of Directors 

Meeting at Fort Benning, GA. One of the 

highlights was having the meeting at the Fort 

Benning Infantry Museum during its third 

year of being the number one military muse-

um in the country. 

Before I became Secretary, it seemed that all the meetings 

centered around Washington DC. It’s a breath of fresh air to 

have our meetings at different venues, e.g., Naples, FL, Boston, 

MA, Orlando FL, Fort Benning GA. The trend continues with 

our upcoming Membership and Board Meeting to be held at the 

Alamo in San Antonio, TX. Hopefully, in the future we will 

have meetings in Las Vegas, NV and San Diego, CA. 

It’s hard to believe two years have passed since I raised my 

right hand to take the oath of office as Secretary of the Korean 

War Veterans Association. It is my privilege to have helped our 

organization to continue the legacy of the Korean War veterans. 

These include a totally dedicated nine Directors, along with our 

President, Jeff Brodeur, Vice President Al McCarthy, 2nd Vice 

President Tom McHugh and Treasurer Joe Harman. All these 

positions are voluntary and are not paid positions. 

President Brodeur is like the Energizer Bunny. Every minute 

of every hour of every day he is dedicated to the growth and 

legacy of the Korean War Veterans Association.  

• Vice President Al McCarthy has come up with a 32-point 

program for increasing membership. 

• 2nd Vice President Tom McHugh is continually raising the 

bar as Chairman of the Fund-Raising Committee. 

• Director Michelle Bretz keeps the organization up to date 

on all legislation that is pertinent to the KWVA. 

• Director Rocky Harder: what can I say about Rocky? He’s 

our POW/MIA Coordinator, KWVA Liaison to the KDVA, and 

head of the Budget and Finance Committee. His performance is 

outstanding. 

• Director Tom Cacy: Tom does an outstanding job as the 

head of the Election Committee. A special thanks goes out to 

Tom for the work he has done in setting up the National 

Membership Meeting in San Antonio TX, October 23, 2022. 

The rest of our Directors do a superior job in the perform-

ance of their assigned Committees. I would be remiss if I didn’t 

pay homage to our office staff. I’ve become very appreciative 

as to their total dedication and work ethic of Sheila Fritts and 

Jim Doppelhammer. The national office runs like a well-oiled 

machine with these two in command. 

My thanks go out to all the members who contribute to mak-

ing the KWVA one of the most successful Veteran Service 

Organizations in the country.  

Freedom is not free. 

Harold Trieber, KWVA National Secretary 

We are pleased to inform you of the Preliminary Unofficial 
Election Results. Note: Posted by highest vote count 

                                                                                             Votes 
OFFICE OF PRESIDENT 

Jeffrey J. ‘Jeff’ Brodeur, LR35528                                       765 
Elected President, 2022-2024 
Alves J. Key, Jr, LR44320                                                     366 

OFFICE OF 1st VICE PRESIDENT 
Albert H. McCarthy, LR36750                                           1,059 
Elected 1st Vice Pres, 2022-2024 

OFFICE OF 2nd VICE PRESIDENT 
Thomas M. McHugh, LR07169                                         1,053
Elected 2nd Vice Pres, 2022-2024 

OFFICE OF DIRECTOR 
John R. McWaters,                                                          1,022 
Elected Director, 2022-2025 
David H. Pickett                                                                   942
Elected Director, 2022-2025 
Fred C. Lash                                                                        939
Elected Director, 2022-2025 
I thank the candidates that ran for office for their interest in work-
ing for the betterment of the KWVA. I congratulate all the suc-
cessful candidates.  I look forward to working with them on the 
Board. 
Respectfully Submitted, 
KWVA Elections Committee 

Michele M. Bretz, Co-Chair 
Thomas E. Cacy, Co-Chair 
Tine P. Martin Sr. 
Vartkess Tarbassian

2022 KWVA Election Results

My name is Andrew Jeong, a reporter/writer at The 
Washington Post. I'm not writing a news story about the war 

or its legacy at the moment, but at my previous job with The 

Wall Street Journal I used to cover North Korea. I have now 

embarked on a personal project looking into the war. 

I'm hoping to connect with any surviving veteran from the 

war or their surviving family members and conduct interviews 

over the phone/email/zoom, or whatever works best. I'm based 

in Korea, and am living in Inchon, just a few miles away from 

where Gen. MacArthur carried out his famous Inchon land-

ings. 

These are my contact details: email: andrew.jeong@wash-

post.com; phone: +8210-9147-9338 

Hoping to hear back, 

Andrew

Quests & Queries
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Humanitarian Work American Marines Rendered to 
the Korean Orphans
By Therese Park 

For Overland Park, Kansas, resident John Hense, who served in 

both World War II and the Korean War as a Navy officer, it’s 

heartbreaking to see photos of children killed by the terrorists on the 

TV screen. In his eight months of service in Korea between 

December 1952 and July 1953, Mr. Hanse and his colleagues adopt-

ed an orphanage in Pohang (a seaport off the Sea of Japan where the 

Navy base was during the war) that had been founded by a French 

missionary priest, the Rev. Deslandes. Even after seventy long years, 

during which time a young Navy officer turned into a silver-haired 

old gentleman, his compassion for the young orphans has not faded. 

Mr. Hanse said that nearly one hundred Korean orphans, both 

boys and girls, were sheltered at the orphanage, a poorly constructed 

structure, whose entrance bore both Korean and English letters that 

read “We’re Growing Healthier Day-by-Day by the Blessings of 

U.S.M.C.” 

“Whenever our team visited,” Hanse said, “with boxes of food, 

toys, clothes, and shoes from the charitable organizations in the U.S., 

the orphans gathered around us, unable to hide their hunger for food 

and anticipations of human warmth they were about to be showered 

with.  

“Our team included a medical doctor, who gave physical exams 

and took care of sick kids, and other servicemen who were eager to 

do whatever they could for the orphans—eating with them, playing 

ball with them in their playground after lunch, or simply talking to 

them, which most of the orphans could not understand. Yet, they felt 

loved and cared for.” 

Mr. Hense shared a few yellowed black and white photos with 

me, which he had kept all these years, while he talked about the 

unbelievable living condition of the country he had witnessed—the 

dirt road that turned muddy whenever it rained; beggars everywhere, 

no electricity since North Korea controlled the only power plant that 

was in the North. 

Unlike most of the Korean War veterans I’ve met and written 

about, Mr. Hense had also served in Korea four years before the 

North Korean troops invaded South Korea in June 1950; he was 

there in January 1946, on USS LST-1039 that traveled to Saipan and 

brought back 650 Korean forced laborers who were abandoned by 

their Japanese “masters” in the Pacific 

after Japan’s unconditional surrender 

to the Allied Forces in August 1945. 

Mr. Hanse’s team also rescued several 

Japanese soldiers hiding in deep caves in Saipan unaware that the 

war had ended, and took them to their bomb-damaged Imperial 

Japan.  

Today, as Russian invaders are killing Ukrainian civilians, includ-

ing children, with missiles and artillery, I treasure the stories and the 

related photos Mr. Hanse had shared with me a few years ago. But 

when will we find the peace on earth that we yearn for? And why 

didn’t the good deeds done by the good men like Mr. Hense and his 

comrades change anything? 

NOTE:  Therese Park, a regular contributor to our magazine, is the 
author of “A Gift of the Emperor,” “When a Rooster Crows at 
Night,” “The Northern Wind,” & “Returned and Reborn?” Reach 
her at http://www.theresepark.com 

The letters written at the Pohang orphanage in both Korean and English that 
read “We’re Growing Healthier Day-by-Day By the Blessings of U.S.M.C.”

Three American officers posing with Fr. 
Deslandes, the founder of the Pohang 
orphanage 

2020 KWVA  
FUNDRAISER UPDATE 

We have now reached 60% of our fundraiser goal, thanks 
to those members who have made donations. It is always 
appreciated when we see the level of support. At this time 809 
members have donated $66,137. That means a lot of mem-
bers are either waiting for later or have forgotten to donate. 

We need your help to reach our goals. I suggest that every 
Chapter consider making a donation of six (6) tickets. Just put 
the chapter name and CID Number on the ticket. It cannot be 
for a better cause. The funds are needed to maintain the bi-
monthly publication schedule of The Graybeards and dues 
stability. 

If you do not want to participate personally in the drawing, 
you may put KWVA on the ticket. If that ticket is drawn it will 
be given back as a donation with our thanks. If making a 
donation without tickets, please write FUNDRAISER when 
submitting the donation. 

A drawing of six (6) tickets will be drawn at the October 
Membership Meeting Banquet in San Antonio, TX. 

Again, my personal “THANKS” to all members and Chapters 
that support the Annual 2022 Fundraiser. While it is fresh in 
your mind, Please Donate NOW. We appreciate your help. 
DONATE NOW! 

Thomas McHugh, 2nd Vice President 
Chairman, Fundraiser Committee 
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Nov. 8th, 1952 

This is about fighter squadron 884, the unit that absorbed every single 
air casualty on the carrier USS KEARSARGE (CVA-33). 

JUST ONE MISSION 
“That was the worst and longest moments I think I’ve 

ever known in my life” said Ensign Grover, his blue eyes wide 

with horror. 

I was flying wing for Lt. Bowen. Over target we had to 

fly through an intense 37mm barrage at about 1,000 feet. I saw 

Bowen all the way. First his airplane went into a steep turn to the 

left. Then he rolled on his back, and hung there. I don’t know how 

long—too long! Then he slowly pulled up so he was flying with 

the edge of his aircraft presented to the ground. As I watched he 

jettisoned his bombs and belly tanks. 

Will he make it? The question pounded through my brain 

while I handled my aircraft automatically. While the performance 

probably didn’t take more than 10 seconds it seemed an eternity 

as I sat there watching, unable to do a thing to help. 

As we know, Bowen didn’t make it. After that long 

aching moment of suspense he went slowly over swooped straight 

for the ground. When he hit there was a tremendous explosion. It 

was so violent that we figured that he must have hit an enemy 

ammo or gasoline dump. 

Then you go down to Flight Operations and in one cor-

ner is a blackboard on which is entered mostly in cryptic symbols 

the known or presumed fate of the carrier’s missing aircraft oppo-

site one name was the notation “Seen to bail out, rescue possible.” 

But opposite Bowen’s name was the dull hopeless legend “Seen to 

crash; no chance.” 

Bowen was a leader in Fighter Squadron 884- the Bitter 

Birds. The Bitter Birds discharged a unique duty from the stand-

point of the air war in Korea and won some unique laurels—if 

“laurels” is the word.  

They were not only the highest casualty squadron aboard 

the Kearsarge, but every single combat casualty sustained by air-

craft from the carrier was from the Bitter Birds, which had the 

highest casualty rate of any squadron in Korea—49%. There were 

a lot of “flash and glory guys” who flew the jets and went zinging 

through the sky at “umpty hundred” knots per hour, well prepared 

to meet the enemy’s best. But there was a more rugged duty in 

Korea, and the Bitter Birds did it. They flew close support and 

flack suppression missions.  

Their aircraft were Corsairs, propeller-types, with realis-

tic speeds around 350 knots per hour, which was the high altitude 

fighters of WWII. The Corsairs, known also as “Hogs,” “Hog 

Noses,” and “Iron Monsters,” were F-4U-4s. They mounted six 

.50 caliber machine guns and packed pay loads of about 1,600 

pounds of bombs or rockets each. Such was one story of the Bitter 

Birds There were too many of them for one squadron.  

This story was from the memory of Lt. Rader, another 

Bitter Bird. There were just too many 1ike it. 

“This is Snapper One! I’ve been hit! I’ve been hit.” 

“Snapper” Garrison came on the air with abrupt sudden-

ness, and there was urgency in his voice. For Snapper this was 

most unusual. He was a good, skillfu1, steady flier; never got 

excited; always had things well under control. 

We flew Corsairs off carriers, cruising the middle and 

north coast of Korea. Mostly our missions were close support of 

ground troop tactics. There were four aircraft in the Division. 

When Snapper yelled, “I’m hit,” his was the third in a 

1ine of Four Corsairs diving on a North Korean truck convoy. I’d 

spotted the target, and was 1eadinq the others down, first in line. 

THE BITTER BIRDS
This story was given to me by Bill Fant. He was a member of this group. He was shot down twice, once over water, the other time over 
North Korea. He made it back to our lines after ten days of traveling by night.  
Jeryl Matthews, 2600 Berrington St., #4, Bakersfield, CA 93309, 661-831-3922, 661-619-3008, jerylmatthews@gmail.com (cell) 

Corsair image from website: Jim Tobal Airshows “Korean War Hero” (http://www.koreanwarhero.com/kwh.html)  

Please turn to BIRDS on page 56

We flew Corsairs off carriers, cruising the 
middle and north coast of Korea. Mostly 
our missions were close support of ground 
troop tactics. There were four aircraft in 
the Division.
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The Editor’s Desk© 
Art Sharp

Some Korean War veterans might 

remember the Hoengsong Valley 

Massacre, February 11-13, 1951. The 

“massacre” was an event that American 

military leaders were not keen to make 

known to the folks back home, then or 

now. 

“Okay,” you’re asking, “why am I 

bringing that up after 71 years?” 

Shameless self-promotion, that’s why. I 

have written the definitive book about the 

so-called massacre, “The Hoengsong 

Valley Massacre: Command Collapse or 

Cover-up?”  

A little background on the massacre. 

Here’s the overview of the book: 

“For the first three months after their 

October 1950 entry into the Korean War 

the Chinese pretty much pushed the allied 

forces around at will. By the end of the 

year U.S. Eighth Army Commander 

Matthew Ridgway had had enough of 

withdrawing and being chased by the 

enemy. Fortunately, the Chinese had to 

take a break too. 

“In January 1951 they broke off their 

attacks to resupply and reinforce their 

troops and assess their transportation capa-

bilities. Ridgway took advantage of the lull 

to consolidate his lines. He had not quite 

finished the task when the Chinese 

renewed their attacks around Chip’yong-ni 

and Wonju.  

“They began their operation at 

Hoengsong against the Republic of Korea 

(ROK) 3rd and 8th Divisions, which were 

spread out too widely to effectively repel 

Chinese attacks. Worse, their haphazard 

dispersal left X Corps’ left flank vulnera-

ble, which the Chinese capitalized on. (X 

Corps included the 1st Marine Division, 

the U.S. Army 7th Infantry Division, and 

other U.S.  Army units.) They rolled up the 

ROKs’ flank, advanced rapidly toward 

Hoengsong, and cut off the Main Supply 

Route (MSR), which was their only route 

of escape.  

“Consequently, all the allied forces 

north and west of the town were hemmed 

in, blocking their tanks, artillery, and vehi-

cles from getting through the Chinese 

roadblock. And, because the roads were 

flanked by steep hills and gullies on both 

sides, the infantry troops were caught in 

the open as well. That was the situation on 

February 11, 1951—the day the massacre 

began.” 

Here’s another excerpt: 

“The opening paragraph in a March 2, 

1951 AP newspaper report account of a 

Korean War battle sounded innocuous. It 

read in part: “Tank-led Marines of the First 

Division drove into Hoengsong unopposed 

at 2:40 p. m. (12:40 a. m. EST) after 

smashing Chinese Reds in a two-day battle 

on dominating ridges nearby. Infantrymen 

followed the Leathernecks.”  

“The next line was more telling: “Field 

dispatches said they found the rubbled 

highway hub littered with the frozen bod-

ies of earlier allied casualties and scores of 

wrecked Army trucks and jeeps. 

Hoengsong was virtually deserted.”  

“The following day’s headline pro-

claimed in bold print, “Marines find Red 

ambush victims.”  

“The bodies of an undisclosed number 

of American soldiers were found today 

sprawled in mud and water where they had 

been shot down three weeks ago by 

ambushing Chinese communists two miles 

north of Hoengsong. Most of the bodies 

had been looted for shoes and other wear-

ing apparel. Several of the men had been 

bound and shot in the back, according to 

the Marines who found them.”    

“An important word in that account is 

‘undisclosed.’ Military commanders were 

reluctant to reveal the true magnitude of 

the massacre, although later reports set the 

number of dead around 300, which turned 

out to be a gross under-calculation. Those 

same reports noted that approximately 

one-half of the 2,400 men in the regiment 

involved were unaccounted for. The U.S. 

Army 2d Division history makes no men-

tion of the battle on its 

website, as if Hoengsong 

never existed. Yet, eyewitness and newspa-

per accounts make it clear that it did—and 

that a heinous affair took place there.” 

Heinous indeed. The allies lost close to 

12,000 U.S., South Korean, and Dutch 

troops during the Hoengsong Valley mas-

sacre, many of whom were left on the bat-

tlefield for weeks. Even the battle-hard-

ened Marines who discovered the carnage 

and left-behind bodies were appalled by 

what they saw. They asked a lot of ques-

tions: 

Why? What had happened to cause 

such a debacle? Who was responsible for 

it? Did any leaders pay for the disastrous 

leadership? I answer these questions and 

many more in the book. 

“The Hoengsong Valley Massacre: 

Command Collapse or Cover-up?” 

answers some of those questions. Some 

will never be answered in full, despite the 

investigations the U.S. Army conducted 

into the outcome. Either way, the book is 

well worth reading. The battle went down 

as one of the allies’ greatest defeats in the 

Korean War—and it may have been one of 

the most embarrassing debacles in U.S. 

military history, on land or at sea. (Did you 

ever wonder why massacres only happen 

on land? When they occur at sea they are 

called disasters.)  

Order your copy today. Anyone who 

wants a signed copy can get one directly 

from me. It will also be available—

unsigned—from amazon.com, outskirts-

press.com, barnesandnoble.com … in 

paperback and Kindle formats.  The price, 

if you order it directly from me, including 

shipping and handling, is $22.00. Check, 

cash, Zelle…just give me the address to 

which you want your copy (copies) sent. I 

will sign and ship it (them).  

(No order form necessary. 
You’d have to cut the form 
out of the magazine and I 
know that a lot of people 
don’t want to damage 
their collectible copies of 
The Graybeards.) 

The Hoengsong Valley Massacre: Command Collapse or 
Cover-up? 
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§ Meeting was held at Fort Benning National Infantry Museum, 
Columbus GA  
§ Meeting was called to order by President Jeffrey Brodeur at 9 
a.m. 
§ Salute to the Flag and Pledge of allegiance was led by 2nd Vice 
President, Tom McHugh 
§ Opening Prayer was said by Vice President, Al McCarthy 
§ Acceptance of Rules of Decorum and Debate, President Jeffrey 
Brodeur 
§ Administrative Announcements 
•  President Brodeur noted that Fred Lash and Rocky Harder will 
represent the KWVA at the Wall of Remembrance Ceremony in 
Washington DC on July 27th 
•  On August 4th the KWVA will present a donation to Wreaths 
Across America at its headquarters and museum in Columbia 
Falls, Maine 
•  The 2022 National Membership and Board Meeting will be held 
on October 24-28 in San Antonio, TX. 
§ Roll Call of the Officers and Director and Staff was conducted by 
Secretary Harold Trieber. All Staff and Directors were present and 
accounted for, and a Declaration of a Quorum was achieved. 
§ Reading of the Minutes of the October 26 BOD Meeting; 
Secretary Trieber requested that the Board waive the  reading of 
the minutes, as they were placed in The Graybeards and mailed to 
the Board previously for everyone to review. A motion was made 
and seconded with a unanimous vote to wave the minutes. 
§ President Brodeur suggested that the Travel and Expenses SPM 
form 4.5-1 Mileages and Per Diem allowance be subject to change 
due to inflation. A motion was made by Doug Voss and seconded 
by Michele Bretz to increase the per diem by $5.00. There was no 
opposition to the motion and it passed unanimously. It will take 
effect on July 1, 2022. 
§ Treasurer’s Report, Joe Harman:  
•  KWVA’s Financial Statements for the year ended December 31, 
2021, were audited by Franklin & Vaughn, LLC. They rendered an 
unqualified (“clean”) opinion on our statements dated March 3, 
2022. These statements were approved by the Board of Directors 
4/5/2022. 
•  KWVA’s proposed budget, for fiscal year ended June 30, 2023, 
was presented for the Board’s review and approval. The budget 
was approved by unanimous vote by the BOD. 
•  All Board members, officers, and staff must comply with 
Section 3.7 of the SPM when submitting expense reimburse-
ments. A simplified version of these procedures was provided to 
all attendees. 
§ Membership Report; Vice President Al McCarthy:  
•  He presented a complete overview of the Membership 
Recruiting/Responsibilities for the Chairman at the National level 
and Chapter level. Al also presented 32 detailed Recruitment 
Initiatives for the Chapters to implement with various detailed 
methods that can increase our membership. The Chapter 
Commanders/Presidents can contact the National Office to obtain 

the Report. 
§ Fund Raising Report; 2nd Vice President Tom McHugh:  
•  A change was made this year, requesting $25 per donation. The 
amount received as of April 5th has already exceeded over 
$60,000. Our goal was $80,000.  
•  In keeping with a balanced budget, the goal is presently 
$100,000. This will require an increased effor t by all Board 
Members. It’s a long shot, but attainable.  
•  Tom thanked all members who participated.  
•  Tom also reported that due to COVID there is no activity on the 
Korea Defense Veterans Memorial Report. 
§ National Legislative Report; Director Michele Bretz: 
•  The following resolutions and bills from the 117’h Congress are 
being updated effective March 8, 2022.  
    ¶ S.1775 and H.R. 6402, to grant a federal charter to the 
National Indian Veterans Incorporated, is gathering support.  
    ¶ H.R 3967 Honoring our PACT Act of 2021: This Bill addresses 
health care, presumption of service-connection, research, 
resources and other matters related to veterans who were exposed 
to toxic substances during military service. KWVA recommends 
we support this bill, although it does not mention DMZ Veterans. 
§ POW/MIA Coordinator, Rocky Harder, Director: 
•  Rocky presented a complete and detailed report of the Defense 
POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA)  
    ¶ According to the DPAA, Korean War Personnel Accounting 
Report, 7,547 U.S. Servicemen remain unaccounted-for from the 
Korean War. Significantly, DPAA estimates approximately 5,200 of 
those unaccounted-for remains are still in North Korea.  
    ¶ Since 1982 Korean War remains have been identified and 
accounted-for.  
    ¶ Since 2018, when North Korea turned over 55 boxes of 
remains, we have identified 82 service members.  
    ¶ Total remains identified and accounted for to present since 
1982 is 610. 
§ Budget/Finance Committee Report, Rocky Harder: 
•  As most of you are aware, the KWVA’s Financial Statements for 
the year that ended on December 31, 2021, were audited by 
Franklin & Vaughn, LLC. They rendered an unqualified (‘’clean’’) 
opinion on our statements dated March 3, 2022. These state-
ments must be approved by KWVA Board of Directors vote on 
April 5, 2022 for the record. Please refer to the Treasurer’s pack-
age for detailed information supporting this opinion by our audit-
ing firm.  
•  I continue to work closely with the KWVA President, Treasurer, 
and Board of Directors, and the other members of the Finance 
Committee to improve the way we do business and make the best 
use of the KWVA’s financial resources.  
•  It is not wise to speculate on how our investments will do this 
fiscal year. With all that is going on in the world and in our country, 
this could have a negative effect on our investments.  
•  Although our investments have done well in the past, there is 
no guarantee of performance in the future. 

BUSINESS
Minutes, KWVA Board of Directors Meeting, April 5th, 2022
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§ Tell America, John McWaters: 
•  Director John McWaters and Bill Mc Laughlin presented a video 
depicting the history leading up to the Korean War, including the 
actions along the DMZ after the signing of the armistice on July 
27, 1953.  
•  It was widely approved by the Board, with exception of the 
introduction, which referenced John McWaters’ Chapter and The 
Villages.  
•  As this is a National KWVA program, the Board insisted that the 
proper National logo be used for the intro and any reference to The 
Villages be removed.  
•  Bill McLaughlin said there is no problem making the changes.  
•  When completed the video will be distributed to the Chapters via 
Thumb Drive, DVD, and website. The cost for this video is $1,899.  
•  On completion the invoice will be sent to the national office for 
payment. 
§ Scholarship Program, John McWaters, Director: 
•  At this time there have been only three students approved for 
scholarships. 

§ Public Affairs Coordinator, Fred Lash: 
•  He is continuing to attend many of the dedications and memo-
rial services in Washington and provide the organization with pho-
tographic information of these events. His pictures have been 
placed on our Facebook site and website since his appointment as 
Public Affairs Coordinator.  
§ Legacy membership 
•  There was a spirited and lengthy debate on how the organiza-
tion would classify a Legacy Member versus the rights of a voting 
member and holding an executive position. It was agreed finally 
that a Legacy Member would have the same status as an 
Associate Member.  
§ Awards of appreciation were presented to John McWaters, Al 
McCarthy, and Tom McHugh for their performances in their elect-
ed positions. 
Benediction: Tom Cacy 
Final salute to the flag: President Jeff Brodeur 
Meeting adjourned: 12: 15 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted

DAV Supports S. 3851/H.R. 7089, the Veterans 
Exposed to Toxic PFAS Act—so does KWVA
These bills would provide presumptive service connection for 
veterans who were exposed to PFAS substances at military 
installations. KWVA’s National Legislative Director, Michele Bretz, 
agrees. 
“I believe that we need to suppor t these bills, since many of our 
veterans have been exposed to these toxins because they were 
used primarily on the Air Force bases, e/g., Osan AB,” she said. 
“I have enclosed the announcement from the DAV and feel that 
we need to tag along with them.” 

§ § § §  
PFAS—or perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances—are 
man-made chemicals that do not break down in the environment 
and are present in fire-fighting foams (or aqueous film forming 
foam/AFFF) used by both civilian and military firefighters. 
In the 1970s, the Depar tment of Defense (DOD) began using 
AFFF to fight fuel fires. The release of these chemicals into the 
environment during training and emergency responses is a major 
source of PFAS contamination of ground water on military bases. 
In March 2020, DOD released new data showing that more than 
600 military sites have been contaminated with PFAS, far more 
than previously disclosed.  
Even given the overwhelming amount of water contamination, 
the Depar tment of Veterans Affairs (VA) does not currently rec-
ognize any diseases related to PFAS exposure. The VET PFAS Act 
would add high cholesterol, ulcerative colitis, thyroid disease, 
testicular cancer, kidney cancer, and pregnancy-induced hyper-
tension as presumptive diseases to PFAS exposure. Additionally, 
this bill would allow health care for veterans and family members 
who were exposed to PFAS on military installations and develop 
the same recognized diseases. 

Consistent with DAV Resolution No.156, we suppor t S. 3851 
and H.R. 7089, as this legislation would establish presumptive 
diseases for veterans, as well as health care for veterans and 
their families exposed to PFAS toxins. We ask you to contact 
your Senators and Representatives and urge them to co-sponsor 
and suppor t the “Veterans Exposed to Toxic PFAS Act.” 

Even given the overwhelming 
amount of water contamination, 
the Department of Veterans 
Affairs (VA) does not currently 
recognize any diseases related 
to PFAS exposure. 

National KWVA Fund Raiser  
Flower Rose of Sharon 

The Rose of Sharon is the National KWVA fund raising flower. The 
Rose of Sharon is sold by the dozen. 

r Sample order is 5 doz. @ $18 plus $9.20 S/H. 

r Minimum order is 20 doz. @ $60 plus $12.50 S/H. 

r Orders for 21 to 100 doz. @ $3.00/doz. plus S/H 

r Order for 400 doz. or more @ $2.75/doz. plus S/H  

Write or call: 

Sheila Fritts, PO Box 407  
Charleston, IL 61920-0407 
Phone: 217-345-4414 
Email: membership@kwva.us  
Make Checks payable to: KWVA 

BUSINESS
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THREE YEARS IN KOREA

Prepared by Historical Section, G-3, I Corps 

T
he Corps had only a short 

period of inactivity [after 

WWII], for with the entry of 

American troops into Korea it 

was again to be the “first”; I 

U.S. Corps reactivated at Fort Bragg, 

North Carolina, on 2 August 1950 and 

advance elements of the headquarters took 

their place in the Pusan perimeter on 27 

August.  

The headquarters, designated “Task 

Force Jackson,” assumed control of the I 

Republic of Korea Corps, the 21st 

Regimental Combat Team, and the 3d 

Battalion Combat Team of the 9th Infantry 

Regiment. On 12 September, under com-

mand of Lieutenant General (then Major 

General) Frank W. Wilburn, the Corps 

became operational.  

Four days later the Corps participated in 

the attack that was to mark the changing 

tide of American fortunes; from the Pusan 

perimeter Corps troops pushed northward 

against crumbling enemy opposition to 

establish contact with forces of the 7th 

Infantry Division  driving southward from 

the beachhead established by the amphibi-

ous landing at Inchon. Major elements of 

the North Korean Army were destroyed 

and cut off in this aggressive penetration; 

the link-up was effected south of the 

Suwon on 26 September. 

The offensive was continued on to the 

north, past Seoul, and across the Thirty-

eighth Parallel on 1 October. The momen-

tum of the attack was maintained, and the 

race to the North Korean capital, 

Pyongyang, ended on 19 October when 

elements of the 1st  ROK and 1st Cavalry 

Divisions entered the city. The advance 

continued, but against unexpectedly 

increasing enemy resistance. On 25 

October the first Chinese prisoners on the 

Eighth Army front were taken by Corps 

troops. By the end of October the city of 

Chongju, forty miles from the Yalu River 

border of North Korea, had been captured. 

The complexion of the war suddenly 

changed when, on 27 November, massed 

Chinese attacks were launched against 

troops of the Corps. The overwhelming 

strength of these mass assaults forced the 

withdrawal of friendly forces. Valiant 

actions, unnumbered examples of personal 

intrepidity, and the skillful use of all forces 

and agencies of the Corps enabled the 

withdrawal to be effected. The Chinese 

attacked in the face of tremendous fires, 

seemingly indifferent to the number of 

their casualties. Friendly forces were able 

to remove much of their supplies; that 

which could not be removed was destroyed 

to preclude its use by the enemy. 

Early in 1951, Seoul fell for the second 

time to the Communists. Following the 

establishment of defenses south of the cap-

ital city, the United Nations forces resumed 

the offensive; on 15 January the Corps was 

attacking to the north. Seoul was liberated 

again on 14 March. The momentum for 

this attack carried the Corps over the 

Thirty-eighth Parallel. 

As Corps troops approached the “Iron 

Triangle,” formed by the cities of 

Chorwon, Kumwha, and Pyonggang, a 

vital enemy supply and communication 

center, the Communist resistance 

increased. On 22 April 1951 the enemy 

took up the offensive; his attacks were 

again marked by masses of men thrown 

against Corps positions without regard for 

losses. These fanatical attacks were  coun-

tered by the controlled withdrawal of 

friendly troops, according to prearranged 

plans, to previously prepared defensive 

positions. 

At each position the maximum casual-

ties were inflicted upon the enemy and 

most advantageous use was made of our 

fire power. Then our forces were moved to 

the next phase line prior to being over-run 

by the enemy. This tactic proved success-

ful and the momentum of the Communist 

offensive was absorbed. It was stopped 

short of Seoul, and then its depleted forces 

were driven back by the  United Nations 

counter-offensive that carried the Corps 

troops north of the Imjin  River, to the 

positions that they were to occupy with 

slight alteration until the Armistice 

Agreement· was reached more than two 

years later. The line was stabilized by 27 

May 1951.  

The peace talks began in July, and action 

along the front was light for the remainder 

of the summer. Lieutenant General (then 

Major General) John W. O’Daniel assumed 

command of the Corps in July. In October, 

“Operation Commando” was launched 

with the objectives of improving Corps 

defensive positions in the vicinity of 

Chorwon and enabling our forces to devel-

op the rail line from Seoul to Chorwon to 

Kumwha. The missions of the offensive 

were achieved and the action for the 

remainder of the year continued light. 

While the period from late 1951 until 

the Armistice was agreed upon and signed 

in July 1953 saw no battle ranging over 

large areas, no great offensive moves, the 

whole period was one of intense military 

activity. With the relative stability of the 

fighting lines came the necessity for con-

structing semi-permanent fortifications. As 

the enemy’s artillery potential rose, Corps 

troops were forced to increase the strength 

of these positions. 

This work was never completely done: 

enemy fire reduced many bunkers that had 

to be rebuilt, thaws following cold weather 

A Brief History of U.S. I Corps 
12 September 1950 to 12 September 1953
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weakened emplacements that had to be 

repaired, roads to grant access for tanks 

and positions through which they could 

deliver direct tire into enemy positions had 

to be constructed. 

In addition to this work was the ever 

present necessity for aggressive patrolling 

to locate and destroy the enemy, to capture 

prisoners, and to screen friendly positions 

and activities from the Communists. These 

essential patrols were not to receive much-

deserved publicity, but to the men who had 

to go on them, they represented combat of 

an intense and extremely dangerous 

nature.  

The major offensive engagements of 

the period were generally limited objective 

attacks and raids by I U.S. Corps troops to 

keep the enemy off the terrain features 

close-in to the Main Line of Resistance, to 

hinder the enemy build-up, and to keep the 

troops in an aggressive attitude. The major 

defensive engagements were efforts to 

hold outposts located in front of the Corps’ 

defense positions and intended to protect 

the main positions. These efforts were 

made under severe handicaps, for these 

positions were frequently far out in “no 

man’s land’’ and easier of access to the 

attacking enemy than to friendly reinforce-

ment and counterattack. 

In some cases they had to be evacuated 

in view of the cost of holding them against 

obvious enemy intentions to gain them at 

any cost. Under these circumstances the 

outposts could no longer be considered of 

tactical value; they had outlived their func-

tion of early warning and delaying enemy 

attacks on the Main Line of Resistance. 

Constant engagement in minor offen-

sive or defensive missions, continual train-

ing of all units, and continuous alert - these 

characterized the activities after the late 

fall of 1951. For three weeks, beginning in 

the last days of December 1951, the 

Communists unsuccessfully attempted to 

wrest positions near Tumae-ri from the 

determined lst ROK Division. These 

efforts cost an estimated seven thousand 

enemy casualties. 

In June 1952, a ten-day attack against 

45th Infantry Division outposts was like-

wise hurled back. On 28 June 1952 

Lieutenant General (then Major General) 

Paul Kendall assumed command of the 

Corps. The aggressive patrolling contin-

ued; the toll taken of the enemy attackers 

mounted steadily as proof to the enemy 

that his attempts to penetrate the Corps’ 

main line of resistance was futile, but he 

seemed not to consider the terrible cost. 

September began with renewed enemy 

attacks against the outposts that protected 

the main line. Enemy attacks up to regi-

mental size against garrisons of platoon 

and company strength were turned back 

without exception by the determined 

infantry of the Corps aided by the skill of 

their supporting tankers, artillerymen, and 

service troops. Fighting teamwork at the 

highest order, sparked by individual and 

unit bravery and devotion to duty, was 

demonstrated to be superior to these fanat-

ical attacks at the Communist hordes. 

The names of Bunker Bill, the Hook, 

Kelly, Old Baldy, Nori, and Pork Chop are 

synonymous with the gallantry of the men 

of I U.S. Corps. All along the front, the 

enemy was driven back with thousands of 

casualties. 

On 23 January 1953, the first major 

action of the year was initiated with a raid 

by aggressive infantrymen of the 1st ROK 

Division against the enemy’s Big Nori 

positions. The next months saw many such 

raids, which harassed the enemy, captured 

prisoners, and destroyed defensive works. 

Beginning in March, the Communists 

were continually attacking the Corps’ out-

posts. In that month troops on Old Baldy 

were withdrawn, on orders from Corps, 

after extracting a tremendous price in 

casualties from the enemy. 

On 10 April 1953 Lieutenant General 

(then Major General) Bruce C. Clarke, 

who was to see the Corps through the 

remainder of its combat, assumed com-

mand from General Kendall. 

The fighting on the outposts continued. 

The 7th Infantry Division stopped wave 

after wave of the Chinese thrown against 

Pork Chop. Troops of the Turkish Brigade, 

attached to the 25th Infantry Division, 

defending Berlin, Vegas, Carson, and 

Elko, fought fiercely in hand-to-hand com-

bat with the enemy. They were ordered to 

evacuate all but the Berlin position at the 

end of May. 

The Commonwealth Division ejected 

the Chinese after their assault on the Hook. 

The 1st RO Division troops were ordered 

out of their positions on Queen, Bak, and 

Hill 179 when heavy enemy assaults 

divested the positions of their tactical 

value. The closing days of the fighting saw 

the 7th Infantry Division withdrawn from 

Pork Chop and the 1st Marine Division 

was ordered to evacuate the Berlin posi-

tions for the same reason. 

The truce negotiations which had been 

in progress for the preceding two years 

reached an end with the signing of the 

Armistice Agreement at 1000 on 27 July 

1953. According to the terms of the agree-

ment, it became effective twelve hours 

later and required the withdrawal of Corps 

troops two thousand meters from the 

Demarcation Line running between the 

contending forces. The word was passed to 

the lowest echelon of the Corps and the fir-

ing ceased a few minutes before the his-

toric hour.  

As the realization that the fighting was 

over spread among the front-line soldiers, 

they emerged slowly from their bunkers, not 

in an elated mood as might be expected, but 

with the knowledge that another phase of the 

war had been reached and a sober under-

standing that the truce represented a tempo-

rary cease-fire requiring the continuation of 

the alert, ready-for-action attitude of the 

past. The old positions were dismantled for 

the salvage of the timbers, wire, sandbags, 

and other fortification material needed on 

the new line. 

The troops moved back to the main battle 

positions and began the hard work of prepar-

ing it to meet the threat of another 

Communist onslaught. The Demilitarized 

Zone, extending two thousand meters on 

either side of the Demarcation Line, had to 

be marked and lanes through it cleared of 

mines and obstacles. Supply and service 

installations had to be displaced, roads to the 

new areas had to be constructed, and new 

plans had to be drawn. As these activities 

tapered off, the training of replacements and 

the constant re-training of units assumed 

greater importance. In every mind was the 

knowledge that an enemy attack could 

come. In every heart was the determination 

to turn it back.  

Major American units which have served 

with the U.S. I Corps in the Korean War 

have been the 1st Cavalry, 1st Marine, 2d 

Infantry, 3d Infantry, 7th Infantry, 24th 

Infantry, 25th Infantry, and the 45th Infantry 

Division. Others of the United Nations hav-

ing fought by the side of the American units 

are Commonwealth Division, composed of 
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British, Canadian, Australian, New Zealand, 

and Indian troops, The Capitol, 1st, 7th, and 

9th Republic of Korea Infantry Divisions, 

and smaller units integrated into American 

divisions, representing the Philippines, 

Belgium, Thailand, Greece, Turkey, the 

Netherlands, Colombia, and Ethiopia. Thus, 

the I U.S. Corps has achieved its success as 

an allied unit. 

On 12 September 1953, the I U.S. Corps 

completed three years of service in the 

Korean War. It saw the darkest days of the 

Pusan perimeter give way to the elation of a 

victorious drive almost to the Yalu, It 

absorbed the general offensive that marked 

the intervention of the Chinese Communist 

forces into the war, and later pushed these 

forces out of South Korea. Following this 

drive it was once again called upon to stanch 

the flood of attacking Chinese as they 

mounted their second and last major effort to 

drive the United Nations forces from Korea.  

After a masterfully fought delaying 

action I U.S. Corps troops again turned to 

the offensive and drove northward until halt-

ed by the Communists request for the initia-

tion of the “peace talks.” In the stabilized 

war which followed, Corps troops were 

ordered to hold their positions. This they did; 

the enemy was never able to penetrate the 

Corps’ Main Line of Resistance despite his 

desperate efforts to do so. 

Whatever the nation’s leaders call upon it 

to do the “First” Corps will fulfill future mis-

sions as it has past ones. The heritage of the 

I U.S. Corps—success—is a matter of 

record. 

By James McCarthy 

Approximately 2 or 3 weeks before the 

war ended the Chinese Communist 

Forces (CCF) amassed a 6-division force 

(80,000 troops) in the Kumsong river area. 

The Communists wanted to straighten 

(flatten) the Main Line of Resistance 

(MLR). This area of the MLR bulged 

about three miles into the Communist ter-

ritory. They wanted to do this to influence 

the peace talks at Panmunjom. 

My outfit, the 65th Regiment, 3rd 

Infantry Division, along with the 15th 

Regiment, was in the Kumwah Valley, in 

the area of Outpost Harry. Because of the 

length of time our outfits had been on the 

MLR, the Army high command ordered us 

to go into division reserve. But, because of 

the following events we were ordered to 

move to the Kumsong River area to stop 

the Communist advance. 

The center of the bulge was controlled 

by the Republic of Korea (ROK) troops. 

U.S. troops controlled the left flank at 

Sniper Ridge. On the right flank was 

Christmas Hill. The bulge was known as 

the Kumsong River Salient.  

The Communist troops hit the ROK 

troops with everything they had. The ROK 

troops were overwhelmed by the 

Communists and were overrun. The ROK 

troops were supported by the 555th (Triple 

Nickel) Field Artillery Battalion. They 

also were overrun and did not have time to 

destroy their artillery weapons or ammu-

nition. That would come back to haunt us. 

The Triple Nickel took many causalities: 

46 troops were captured, 22 were killed in 

action, and 19 were wounded. 

My outfit was sent along with the 15th 

Regiment to stop the Communist aggres-

sion. We arrived on July 15, 1953 to stop 

the Communist troops. The 3rd Infantry 

Division was the only U.S. unit directly 

involved in this offensive effort. It took us 

a week to get most of the lost territory 

back. Our causalities were high, with 243 

killed in action and 768 wounded. 

Casualties on the Communist side were 

tremendous, too. Because of our efforts, 

they were pushed back. 

On the last day of the war, July 27, 

1953, the Communists fired over 20,000 

rounds of artillery at the 65th Regiment. 

This was the ammunition that was left 

over from when they overran the 555th 

Artillery Battalion. This went on until the 

10 p.m. cease-fire deadline. It is known 

that they fired at least 20,000 rounds at the 

65th Regiment.  

We did not have bunkers to go into; we 

only had foxholes. I remember getting 

fired on and three of us were in one hole. 

You talk about a crowded hole! This was 

it. I also remember that there was a jeep 

parked about 6 feet from our hole. A round 

went off between the hole and the jeep. 

The jeep caught fire and we had to stay in 

the holes because of other rounds that 

were coming in. We lost our hearing for 

about three hours, but we were not wound-

ed. We were very lucky. These experi-

ences never leave you; you remember 

them for the rest of your life. 

When 10 p.m. came everything went 

quiet and we could see the Communist 

troops exiting their cover, waving their 

arms and raising their rifles and yelling. 

Of course, we couldn't be upstaged, so we 

did the same. But not a shot was fired from 

either side. Thank God! It was over with.  

I will never forget my buddies who did 

not experience this happy ending to a very 

costly war. We lost so many young men in 

Korea, but we stopped the Communist 

involvement in the Far East. That was our 

goal. We succeeded. 

James E. McCarthy, 2159 Parliament 

Dr., Sterling Heights, MI 48310  

My experiences during the last month (July 1953) of the 
Korean War

On the last day of the war, July 27, 1953, the Communists 
fired over 20,000 rounds of artillery at the 65th Regiment. 
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More dangerous than the front lines

1st Lt. Duane Dunklee, a radar observer and a member of the 68th 

Fighter-Interceptor Squadron, flew fifty missions in the F-82 G in 

the early days of one of the bloodiest wars in American history—the 

Korean War. The 68th FIS, the first USAF unit to engage the North 

Kprean pilots in the war, was credited with knocking out the first 

enemy aircraft of the war, on June 25, 1950, as well as destroying 99 

trucks, 73 buildings, 14 gun emplacements, and other targets of 

opportunity. 

General Tyler, with whom he is pictured nearby, was killed sadly 

while taking off from Nagoya on the way to Itazuke. According to 

news reports: 

 

General Tyer Killed In Jet 
Crash in Japan 

TOKYO, May 29 

(Thursday)   Brigadier-General 

Aaron Tyer, vice-commander 

of the United States Air Defense Force in Japan, was killed yesterday 

when his jet plane crashed and burned shortly after taking off from 

Komaki Air Base.· 

Captain E. R. Crane, of Wichita, KS, also was killed. The Air 

Force said Tyer’s F-94 Starfire fighter dipped low, nicked two small 

buildings, and crashed into a rice paddy. The initial investigation 

attributed the crash to a possible flame-out, a sudden failure of com-

bustion in a jet engine; Tyer was wounded twice in World War II. 

(Richmond, VA, Times Dispatch, Thursday, May 29, 1952, p. 13) 

Captain Crane was the Detachment CO of the 65th at Suwon, 

where the squadron flew night missions, alternating with Marine 

night fighters. 

Sad memory of the Korean War 

With young veterans lobbying for “Burn 

Pit” benefits, and Vietnam veterans 

doing the same with claims for the effects of 

Agent Orange, maybe those of us who 

fought in the Korean War should be doing 

the same in appreciation for our exposure to 

so many toxics in the “Land of the Morning 

Calm.” 

On our ships sailing to Korea, before we 

could see land, we could smell it. It was the 

putrid smell of the human excrement that the 

farmers of this agricultural country put on 

their rice paddies for their main food: rice.  

Troops, once on shore, were given many 

strong injections of various types to prevent 

Asian diseases. At that time, we were also 

dusted while naked with toxic DDT powder. 

When our tour of duty was over we were 

once again DDT treated before leaving for 

home. 

Next, in all vehicular transport, we 

breathed in fumes from old WWII vehicles 

powered by leaded gasoline—in the not-so-

new diesel motors. And we were transported 

on unpaved dusty roads, splattered with 

slouching excrement from the numerous 

“Honey Wagons,” pulled by oxen. The 

“honey” then dried on the roads, then turned 

into the real thing once we breathed it into 

our moist nostrils.  

On and near the Main Line of Resistance 

(MLR) we had to drink orange-colored water 

from creeks that ran close by. The awful tast-

ing water was highly treated with chlorine, a 

cancer-causing agent when drunk in quantity 

over time, until we were rotated back to the 

states. We even bathed—once in a while—in 

showers back off the MLR.  

Korean women washed clothing back 

there in the water streams as well, even 

though rice paddy run-off flowed into them 

and we washed military vehicles into these 

streams. To quote the KWVA Graybeards 

publication Jan/Feb 2022, Vol.36, No. I, in 

the article ‘’The Lister Bag,’’ p. 36, Daniel 

Wolfe writes: “...our elixir of life, our drink-

ing water, our halazoned elixir’’ (an acidic 

substance). And, ‘’The pathogenic critters 

that made their home in the waters of Korea 

could have filled a textbook on parasitol-

ogy....In order to hide the symptoms of 

malaria, we were issued a chloroquine every 

Friday’’.... Additionally, we had to take salt 

tablets daily in summertime. 

On, and near the front, Korean nationali-

ties’ soldier war dead, and some civilians, 

were burned on wood platforms similar to 

that which American Indians used out west 

100 years ago. American troops in the vicin-

ity near these fires breathed in the fumes of 

the bodies burning at all hours. Note, 

humanely, in the recent past some of these 

cremated remains, North Korean, Chinese, 

and perhaps Russian dead, too, were trans-

ferred back by South Korea to their enemy 

home countries. 

On the MLR, heavy chromite was 

breathed in by our troops in some of the 

heaviest fighting in human history, especially 

with the use of artillery fire, smoke rounds, 

and napalm. The ‘’Old Baldy’’ and ‘’Pork 

Chop’’ hills were laid bare with not only 

large bombs, artillery, and heavy mortars, but 

by some toxic weed killer, common at that 

time, that was most certainly used to clear 

‘’fields of fire.” I think that is so, because I 

was there. It was later used in Vietnam.  

To top it all, near the end of the fighting, 

those of us who served in and around large 

atomic weapons were exposed to radiation 

without any protection. 

Now, in our old age, many of us suffer 

many maladies because of the above toxic 

substances. The front lines may have been 

safer than anyplace else in Korea. 

Robert H. Jones,  
2961 Givens Dr., Norton, OH 44203 

1st Lt. Duane Dunklee (L) and 
BGen Aaron Tyler at the 68th 
FIS Christmas gathering at the 
Itazuke Officers Club

Major Roger 
Littlejohn con-
ducts a brief-
ing of 
pilots/radar 
observers at 
Itazuke Air 
Base, Japan, 
1951 
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Love for father, love for country
My father Vidal Perez, who lives in 

Sabana Verde, Puer to Rico, is 97 
years old. He served in Korea in 1952. He 
talks about the war frequently and what it 
means to him. His famous saying to oth-
ers is, “If I survived in Korea I can survive 
anywhere.” 

He is proud of the freedom we have in 
the United States. If it were not for people 
like him we would not have it in this beau-
tiful country. I am proud of him and 
believe he deserves mention for what he 
did to preserve freedom in Korea and here 
at home. 

He earned the United Nations Service 
Medal and the Korean Service Medal w/1 
Bronze Star according to his DD214. 

Serafina Johnson/Vidalina Perez 

Johnson, 1010 Whispering Hills,  

Chester, NY 10918

Vidal Perez todayVidal Perez in 1952 

An Unusual Father’s Day Surprise 
By James E. Patterson  

M
y father served in Korea from 

1953-1957. (He enlisted in the 

army in 1953.) My parents were 

stationed at Fort Belvoir, Virginia, when I 

came into the world on January 1, 1955. 

Or did I? 

My dad died in 2003. A few years later, 

I obtained his military records. As I 

reviewed them, I found some amazing 

things, such as one military form has him 

not my dad. I was! 

My parents were from central 

Alabama. My dad was from a large fami-

ly: Three brothers. Three sisters. Mom 

was from a smaller family. She had only 

one brother. Mom was named Helen in 

honor of Alabama’s famous author, 

actress, and lecturer Helen Keller, born 

deaf and blind. Miss Keller starred in the 

1919 silent film “Deliverance,” about her 

success in overcoming her disabilities. 

Though Mom was not disabled, my 

grandmother wanted her family to honor 

Helen Keller’s life and work. My grand-

mother had every U.S. book written by 

and about Helen Keller. In 1962, Patty 

Duke won an Academy Award for her por-

trayal of a young Helen Keller in 

the film “The Miracle Worker.” 

Our whole family saw the film 

several times at theaters and at 

home. 

My parents married in 1954. 

Dad loved the Army so much he 

wanted to make a career of it. Mom dis-

liked the constant moving. After being sta-

tioned in Georgia and Kansas, my folks 

were at Fort Belvoir, Virginia, when I was 

born at DeWitt Army Hospital on January 

1, 1955. Maybe! 

Once I had boxes of my late dad’s 

Army records, I began to write his story. I 

found that he had been awarded a Defense 

Service Medal. I thought it odd that Dad 

never mentioned it. I discovered that the 

Army never actually presented him with 

the medal. I obtained the medal for my 

family. 

While still researching my late father’s 

military records, I discovered an interest-

ing document. It is Form DD 481-2, titled 

“Clinical Record Cover Sheet.” It is a 

record of my birth at U.S. Army Hospital 

(USAH) Fort Belvoir, Virginia. 

James Glover Patterson is my father’s 

name. My parents named me James Earl 

Patterson. Again, my father is James G. 

Patterson. I am James E. Patterson. The 

purpose of Form DD 481-2 in my father’s 

military records is to document my birth. 

At the top of the form, in Section 2-21, 

titled “Patient Data,” my name appears as 

James Earl Patterson Inf[ant] Son 

Civ[ilian] 193422. In the same Section my 

father’s data is given as PFC James G. 

Patterson RA14502853. Father was 

assigned to Engineering at Fort Belvoir. 

In Section 23, Diagnosis is stamped: 

“9005 Normal Newborn.” After this 

someone wrote in the word “Male,” fol-

lowed by the time of my birth: 0213 hours. 

In Section 24, titled “Operations and 

My Army Father, my [Civ]ilian Father 
James G. Patterson, U.S. Army, Korea 
abd Patterson Military Form (1) 
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Special Therapeutic Procedures,” is stamped 

“390 Circumcision.” Typed next to this is “No anesthesia used.” 

Typed above this important medical information is the date of my 

birth “1 Jan 55.” 

Based on my conversations with my mom and dad all the 

aforementioned information is correct. I was born at USAH Fort 

Belvoir at 0213 hours on 1 Jan 55. However, information in 

Section 25 of Form DD 481-2 is troublesome. 

Section 25, titled “Selected Administrative Data,” contains the 

names of my father and mother. My mother’s name is typed as 

“Mother: Patterson (Johnson), Helen Laverne – 18. My mother’s 

maiden name was Johnson. She was 18 when I was born. This 

information was typed by an Administrative Specialist at Fort 

Belvoir. Based on my conversations with my mother, all this 

information about her is true. 

Section 25 also contains the name of my father. The 

Administrative Specialist typed my father’s information as: 

“Father: Patterson, James Earl PFC – 21.” My father, James G. 

Patterson, was 21years old when I was born. He was a Private 

First Class at the time of my birth. 

However, I was an Inf[ant] Son and Civ[ilian] on that day. I 

was not my own father! The Administrative Specialist typed my 

name as my father’s name on Form DD-481-2! Since it was New 

Year’s, I suppose the unnamed Administrative Specialist might 

have been drunk while recording my birth information. 

My dear parents told me they were sober at the time my birth. 

I believe them! They were both raised in a “Dry” county in 

Alabama. This means there was no legal liquor sales in the coun-

ty. According to Section 28, titled “Nature of Disposition,” 

Inf[ant] Son Civ[ilian] Patterson was “Discharged to Parents 

Apparently in Good Condition” according to the Administrative 

Specialist. Section 29 “Date of Disposition,” is written as “4 Jan 

1954.” 

This is a significant date. In Section 24, titled “Operations and 

Special Therapeutic Procedures,” the Administrative Specialist 

wrote that I was born on “1 Jan 1955.” 

Having been born on 1 Jan 1955, I was “Discharged to Parents 

Apparently in Good Condition” on “4 Jan 1954.” I was dis-

charged from USAH Fort Belvoir nearly a year before I was born 

at USAH Fort Belvoir! Amazing! 

Inf[ant] Son Civ[ilian] Patterson was “Apparently in Good 

Condition,” but I am curious about what “condition” the 

Administrative Specialist was in when they typed Form DD-481-

2. Was the Administrative Specialist plastered again? 

To quickly review the information on Form 481-2, I was a 

PFC stationed at Fort Belvoir, Virginia, when I was born at 

USAH Fort Belvoir on “1 Jan 55” at 0213 hours and “Discharged 

to Parents Apparently in Good Condition” on “4 Jan 1954.” How 

often does this happen? 

My father, who had a very dry sense of humor and loved 

satire, would have laughed for hours about this mixed-up infor-

mation that made me my own father. My father might have jok-

ingly asked what role he played in my birth if I was my own 

father. I could not have told him since I officially was unborn at 

the time. 

My father, who left the Army in 1957, would have related this 

USAH mix-up to his friends at our small town’s barber shop and 

to the guys at our local U.S. Post Office in our small Alabama 

town. 

My dad’s friendly DJ at a nearby radio station might have 

played Lonzo and Oscar’s classic Hillbilly record “I am My Own 

Grandpa.” The complicated comedy song, popular with country 

music audiences in the early 1950s, is about a mix-up when a fel-

low’s father marries his son’s grown stepdaughter. The son 

becomes his own grandfather! 

Now that I think of it, I became my own father without mar-

rying my mother! Since I was freshly circumcised at birth with 

NO anesthesia, I was in no mood for marriage! That darn 

Administrative Specialist at USAH Fort Belvoir! 

Hey, mix-ups happen. Mix-ups can be funny, as in this case. 

My father might have drawn a lesson from this Army mix-up 

where I, briefly, became my own father. 

“Funny world, Jimmy,” Dad often said to me. 

On Father’s Day I like to recall and appreciate my father’s dry 

sense of humor. When friends comment to me that I have an 

unusual sense of humor, I tell them I owe it to my father. I don’t 

bother to explain that thanks to an unnamed Administrative 

Specialist at USAH Fort Belvoir I am my father! Happy Father’s 

Day!   

James E. Patterson is an Associate  
Member of the KWVA. Reach him at   

JEPDiplomat@gmail.com 

Right place, right time
Four Korean War 

vets who were 
touring the three war 
memorials on the 
National Mall in 
Washington, DC on 
April 13, 2022 were 
given a ‘sneak pre-
view’ of the Wall of 
Remembrance, still 
under construction. 
They posed in front 
of one of the panels 
containing the names 
of those who lost 
their lives during the 
Korean War. 
They were members 
of Ch. 169 (FL) on 
the Villages Honor Flight who just happened to be in the right place at 
the right time for the preview. 
(Photo courtesy of KWVA Public Affairs Coordinator Fred Lash, 
fredanddonnalash@verizon.net) 

Honor Flight members at the Wall of 
Remembrance preview: Front Row—Korean War 
veterans Fred Snizek (USN); John Pasterski 
(USA); and Raymond Stevenson (USN); Back 
Row—Korean War veteran John Schraft (USAF), 
Villages Honor Flight guardians Margaret 
Martina; Bill McLaughlin (KWVA member), and 
Joe Cravens
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R
emember the good old days when Korean War veter-

ans could travel back to Korea? Or anywhere else, for 

that matter? Here’s a look back at those seemingly 

long-gone days in the form of a revisit tour. Nostalgia at its 

best.  

“You will always be our hero:” That was the theme for the 

63th Armistice Anniversary of the Korean War in Seoul, 

Korea Honoring and Remembering Korean War Heroes, July 

23-28, 2016. 

We departed Nashville, TN, on a 65-passenger Delta 

Airlines plane for Detroit, Michigan, about a four-hour flight, 

where we experienced a slight lay-over. We boarded Delta 

Airlines again for the 11-hour flight to Incheon, Korea. Upon 

arrival we were welcomed and greeted by the Ministry of 

Patriots and Veterans Affairs Director Yongjin Jeon and staff 

and members of the tour company, Military Historical Tours. 

They assisted us going through customs. We boarded a bus to 

the Grand Ambassador Hotel in Seoul. Seoul at night was 

beautiful. 

Arriving at hotel the first thing we were told was “Don’t 

Drink the Water, don’t brush your teeth with it or rinse your 

mouth.” Bottled water was in the room and bathroom. 

Breakfast in the Hotel King’s Restaurant, buffet style. 

Everything to select from—except milk, which was some-

thing similar to yogurt. Chopsticks! I never mastered that 

skill. Someone gave me a plastic fork, which I kept in my 

purse. Bill did well, using chopsticks along with his fingers! 

In the morning, there was a “Meet and Mingle” activity in 

the Grand Ballroom, along with a Korean Spirit and Culture 

Experience. This involved dressing in Korean attire and 

being photographed. It was a fun experience. 

JSA/Panmunjeom/Demilitarized Zone of North and South 

Korea (DMA) Tour – had rest stop at Imjingak. Moved on to 

the JSA (Joint Security Area). Instructions were that every 

participant must carry their passport in the JSA. Panmunjeom 

is located inside the DMZ, and is the most forward location 

that can be visited by civilians. Pointing, waving, and gestur-

ing were prohibited. No photos of certain areas. Also, there 

was a strict dress code.  

A South Korean soldier (ROK) entered the bus and walked 

through, checking our passports. Here we changed to a JSA 

bus to go inside to the USA Visitors Joint Security Area, had  

a DMZ briefing, and were able to talk with the military men 

and women conducting an excellent tour. 

We went into the United Nations Command Military 

Armistice Conference Building. This building was construct-

ed on the center of the Military Demarcation Line (DML) 

dividing the North and South. It had a long rectangle confer-

ence table which sat on the middle of the DML with chairs 

around it. There were armed ROK soldiers at both ends. The 

last meeting with North Korea was 2008. This is one of the 

most dangerous and fortified places in the world. 

The next stop was at the USA Visitors Military Center and 

Gift Shop. I purchased a ring. Here we reboarded our original 

bus for the rest of the trip. Bus stopped at Check Point, then 

crossed the Han River. Two motor bike policemen escorted 

the four buses. Not for security, but to get through the traffic. 

On the river side of the highway was a large, rolled, rusted 

barbwire fence that ran for miles. Near the river were scat-

tered small buildings. I didn’t see any boats on the river. 

Lunch was at Buffet Restaurant “Starfish” in Paju. It was 

reserved at that time and not open to the public. Next tour 

was the Gyeongbokung Palace, built in 1395. 

Next day, the Seoul National Cemetery. A Wreath Laying 

and Incense Offering followed by group photos. The ceme-

tery is located on a 343-acre plot of land overlooking the Han 

River. 

Enshrined here are the remains of approximately 165,000 

patriot martyrs and war dead. The cemetery was beautiful. At 

each grave was a bouquet of pink roses. 

The National Museum of Korea was next. It was awesome. 

Thought we’d have to leave Bill there. Spent my time in the 

gift shop. 

Lunch was at the “Namoo” Restaurant. Then to the 

Insadong Shopping Center. That night we went to the CGV 

Cinema for a preview showing of the movie “Operation 

Chromite,” which was about the Battle of Incheon on 

September 15, 1950, shortly after the Korean War broke out 

on June 25, 1950. Top Korean officials attended the showing. 

The three actors in the movie were introduced on stage. 

Next morning, Olympic Park for the 63rd Korean War 

Armistice Commemoration Ceremony. After a security 

check, we found our seats. Second row seats in front of the 

stage. Very good! There was an area in front reserved for the 

media, photographers, etc. It was okay. They moved around, 

and the stage was high. There were interpreters. Attached to 

each chair was a set of ear phones. After the formal ceremo-

ny, there was entertainment. It was an excellent program. 

Lunch again, at the Cloud Restaurant located on the 52nd 

floor of the famous Trade Tower in Gangnam, Seoul, over-

looking the developed city, with an outstanding view. 

Iteawon Shopping Center was next. 

Returned to hotel to get ready for the evening event, which 

was in the 1st floor ballroom of the Grand Hyatt Hotel in 

downtown Seoul. It was a Thank You Banquet hosted by 

Minister Sungchoon Park. Instructions for the dinner were 

participants should wear business suits or service blazers 

with medals, no headgear.  

The room was huge. Round tables with white tablecloths 

to the floor. Chairs had white covers on them. Each table 

seated 10 people. 

There was an opening ceremony, posting of the flags, 

From the Vault 
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national anthems, a silent tribute to the fallen, introductions 

of VIPs, remarks by MPVA Honorable Sungchoon Park and 

UNC/CFC/USFK Commander General Vincent K. Brooks, 

Veterans Representative, and a presentation of “The 

Ambassador for Peace Medal” to attending veterans. 

A toast and dinner. After dinner – performances by Youth 

Peace Camp participants. Cup Song (When I’m Gone) and 

the Little Angels: Wedding Day, Korean Fan Dance, Toy 

Soldiers, and chorus: Amazing Grace, Yodel Song, and You 

Are My Sunshine. 

At the reunion were 4 Canadians, 1 French, 2 Indians, 1 

South African, 7 Belgians, 4 Colombians, 2 Danes, 4 

Ethiopians, 3 Luxembourgians, 2 Dutch, 6 Filipinos, 2 

Swedes, 2 Thais, 2 Turks, and 71 USA veterans. There were 

112 in the group, including wives and friends. 

There were four buses. Our bus was No. 1. A young 

Korean woman was the Tour Guide. 

Young men were aboard the bus to assist with loading and 

unloading. Bottled water was always available on the bus. 

Seoul (estimated population, 50,801,405) is a beautiful 

place. The highways (for miles) are landscaped with trees, 

shrubs, large kettles of flowers and flower beds. The national 

flower is the Rose of Sharon. 

The traffic is something else. Six lanes of vehicles going 

one way: buses, cars, with motor bikes and bicycles driving 

on roads and very wide sidewalks coming in between from 

the opposite direction. Lots of bicycles. Women, with a child 

in front, and two or three on the back.  Men going to work 

with lumber and supplies on the bike, along with another 

man. We never saw an accident! 

The following day we boarded Delta Airlines again for the 

600-mile flight to China. That is another story!  

William (and Jean) Hardesty, USMC/USMCR,  
Kuttawa, KY, whhardesty@gmail.com, 270-388-5991 

All Chapter and/or Department news for 
publication in The Graybeards should be 
mailed to Art Sharp, Editor, 2473 New 
Haven Circle, Sun City Center, FL 
33573 or emailed to: Sharp_arthur_g@sbc-

global.net

LEFT: LtCol J-C Langella (L), French Defense Attaché, presents the Republic of Korea Ambassador for Peace Medal to William H. Hardesty, 
USMC&USMCR RIGHT: Jean and Bill Hardesty at the 63rd Korean War Armistice Commemoration Banquet, Grand Hyatt Hotel, Seoul, Korea, July 
27, 2016. 

Seoul (estimated population, 50,801,405) is a beautiful place. The highways (for miles) 
are landscaped with trees, shrubs, large kettles of flowers and flower beds....The traffic is 
something else. Six lanes of vehicles going one way: buses, cars, with motor bikes and 
bicycles driving on roads and very wide sidewalks coming in between from the opposite 
direction. Lots of bicycles. Women, with a child in front, and two or three on the back.
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O
n the early morning of July 28th [1953] Frank and I were 

on our bakery detail when the ship’s squawk box sudden-

ly came alive. 

“Now hear this! Now hear this! Last night...27 July 1953, as 

of ten hundred hours, General Mark Clark, United Nations 

Commander-in-Chief...signed an armistice agreement ... with the 

forces of the North Korean People’s Army...The fighting in Korea 

is over...Repeat...The fighting in Korea is over.”  

At first nothing happened. There was a long, stunned silence 

then some sporadic clapping, whistling and outbursts of obsceni-

ties but no yelling, cheering, or wild applause. For the most part 

we went about our business. There was lots of talking, comments 

and quiet conversations, but no real enthusiastic bursts of exuber-

ance. 

“It’s finally over,” said Frank 

“Thank God. Even if it’s only a truce, it’s better than nothing. 

I just hope it lasts.  

“Not too much excitement,” said Frank catching eyes with 

some soldiers and smiling triumphantly and giving the thumbs up. 

“I don’t feel too excited either,” I said. “More relieved I think, 

but I bet the guys on line are excited. Can you imagine what 

they’re doing right now?” 

“Yeah, they’re going crazy,” said Frank. 

“They are one happy bunch of guys. They made it. I know that 

feeling. I can relate to that. I’m so glad for them. Coming off the 

hill and making it back in one piece was our excitement,” I said. 

“I’m just happy we’re going home together.” 

“You know,” said Frank, “It’s anticlimactic in a way. 

Everybody on this boat is going home safe and sound. We left all 

our worries behind once we came on board ship.” 

“Yeah, well now the guys on line can do the same thing,” I 

said. “They can relax knowing that they’re made it. They’re got to 

be excited hootin’ and hollerin’ and raising hell.” 

“I would be too,” said Frank smiling in agreement. “The 

booze came out of the woodwork last night.” 

“It was party time on line,” I said grinning. “I can just see the 

happy faces of the guys in my platoon. Not that I would want to 

trade places with them, but it would have been nice to have shared 

the moment with the guys on line.” 

After evening chow we went topside as usual to watch and 

enjoy another gorgeous sunset. As twilight turned to dusk, we 

waited for night to fall and another movie to begin under an 

evening sky of endless stars.  

We had a nice dinner. The war was over. We were heading 

home. It was a beautiful evening on deck and we were watching 

a good movie.  

During the show Frank turned to me and said, “We’re heading 

in the wrong direction, Joe.” 

It seemed like everybody on deck heard our conversation. The 

hum of conversations grew louder. We had been watching the 

night sky since leaving Inchon. The ship hadn’t turned dramatical-

ly about. It was a gradual shift in course but it was pointedly 

noticed by the horde of stargazers on deck. Rumors were hatched 

on the spot. 

“The truce is broken. They need troops for the cease fire. 

We’re going to repatriate prisoners. We’re going back to Cheju-

Do and Koje-Do to guard prisoners…Unidentified submarines 

have been spotted so were heading for Japan.” 

You name it. The rumors were heard and passed on. Whistles 

and banging noises were mixed with curses and obscenities. 

“Turn this tub around,” came a yell followed by howls of 

nervous laughter. A sing-song chant of, “Home.. .home.. .home” 

began. 

The ruckus was interrupted by a lifeless, metallic drone. “Now 

hear this! Now hear this….” 

The voice of God served the purpose of quieting the voices. 

The ship had changed direction. We were turning around. We 

were not going back to Korea. We were going to rendezvous with 

a merchant ship less than a half day away to at sea. There was a 

seaman in need of immediate, emergency, medical attention. We 

were going to transfer him to our ship because we had a doctor 

and medical facilities on board. San Francisco was a few days out 

and he would go to a hospital there.  

This grateful news brought about instant sighs of relief, spon-

taneous backslaps, and a renewed interest from the sky watchers in 

the romantic singing and tap dancing of Fred Astaire and Ginger 

Rogers as they glided across the screen. 

Early the next morning cable lines were rigged between the 

two bobbing ships. The merchant man was strapped to a swing like 

chair in a harness and slowly hauled across the water. Both ships 

swayed in place signaling each other as their crews fought to keep 

their trim. Thousands of pairs of eyes followed the dramatic high 

wire act enfold on center stage in the middle of the ocean.  

It was really a marvel to behold. The guesses going around 

ranged from a ruptured appendix to a fall to a stabbing at sea. At 

any rate, when he was finally hoisted aboard after his dips and 

numerous stops, he managed to feebly bring his arm up over his 

head which produced a loud burst of cheers and applause. He 

didn’t look too lively while being put onto a stretcher and carried 

down the ship’s infirmary. 

After evening chow, every soldier went topside. They weren’t 

as anxiously waiting for the John Wayne movie as they were for 

the stars to come out, so they could reassuringly check our direc-

tion home. When I heard voices singing, “California here I come, 

right back where I started from...,” I knew the Korean War had 

finally ended for us.  

The Meigs was back on track. We were heading home. 

NOTE: This is an excerpt from “Frank and Me at Mundang-Ni: A Korean 
War Memoir,” pp. 386-389, by Joseph Donohue. We reviewed it in our 
Sept/Oct 2012 issue. It is reprinted with the author’s permission.  

Joseph E. Donohue, 399 E 72nd St. PH B,  
New York, NY  10021, drjoedonohue72@yahoo.com 

The War Ends and We Turn Back



21

The GraybeardsThe Graybeards                                                                                                                                                        May-June 2022May-June 2022

By Daniel Wolfe 

O
ur week and a half in the blocking position gave us a 

brief life of leisure. Blocking position was a temporary 

assignment a few ridgelines behind a unit that was 

expected to receive heavy attention from the Chinese; however, 

we were behind a South Korean unit whose performance on the 

line was excellent, so our support services weren’t required. Now 

it was our turn to move up and practice our trade. 

We bid our treasured canvas cots bye-bye, loaded our equip-

ment onto trailers pulled by jeeps, climbed into trucks, and head-

ed north. Company L was going back to the MLR. 

A company’s location is usually identified by the outposts it 

controls. The Imjin River snaked between our position and our 

outposts: Little Nori, Big Nori, and the Bubble. In order to reach 

them, we used a four-man jon boat (a small, flat-bottomed metal 

boat). One man in the boat pulled us across, using an overhead 

rope anchored to a pole on each side of the river.  

Frequently, the Chinese would detonate variable time (VT) 

mortar rounds above the rope. Their goal was to sever the rope 

and kill or injure the men in the boat. Occasionally they succeed-

ed. This brought a call to battalion for engineers to replace the 

rope. 

Wayne Caton and I shared a bunker overlooking the lmjin. 

Massey, our armorer, had a surprise for the troops. He distributed 

rubberized gray air mattresses so that the damp soil wouldn’t 

penetrate our sleeping bags. We inflated the mattresses with our 

mouths and then tucked in the stoppers. Now we were sleeping 

about two inches above the ground. After three days, Wayne and 

I descended to earth on two flat rubber sheets. Sharp pebbles, 

unhappy with our comfort, had penetrated our luxury beds and 

added another layer to our poncho carpeting. 

Our bunker was a rectangular hole in the ground. Interior dec-

orating was limited to bandoliers and magazines of ammo in 

wooden grenade boxes, two limp sleeping bags, and our back-

pack. In the morning, we tried in vain to fluff our damp fart sacks 

(sleeping bags), which were compacted at the points where our 

bodies made contact with the deflated air mattresses.  

To acquaint the bags with fresh air, we spread them, unzipped, 

on the roof, where they blended in with the existing camouflage 

of sturdy logs interspersed with tree branches to protect us from 

incoming mortar rounds. At the front of our bunker, facing the 

river, was a rectangular firing hole. With our outposts on the 

other side, and the river in front of us, an assault on our position 

was unlikely. 

Our little shack would not have been on the real estate market 

very long, in spite of its hazardous location. The rental fee, with 

the option to buy, was reasonable. The immediate neighbors were 

friendly. Dress for dinner was informal. The central location gave 

the resident easy foot access to points of interest. It had a won-

derful view of the Imjin River flowing gently by. The peaks and 

arcs of endless mountains across the horizon created a dramatic 

sylvan panorama. An enticing ad for this prime piece of real 

estate would have been a photo captioned ‘’A Room with a 

View!’’  

The negative-no utilities-could be readily dismissed: reason-

ably priced candles were purchased by any soldier going on R & 

R to Japan. Clean drinking water was always available from a 

nearby Lister bag, if one enjoyed the taste of iodine. Running 

rapidly in place generated no-cost heat. For toilet relief, we 

grabbed an entrenching tool, dug a slit in the ground, and were in 

business.  

Supermarket? Ridiculous. Mouthwatering varieties of well-

balanced, nutritious meals were delivered cost-free in easily 

opened C-ration cans, which came with their own can opener. 

This was a must-not-miss deal.  

While in reserve and at the blocking position, we had forgot-

ten the rules of the game. 

“Spread it out! Spread it out! One Ping-Pong ball will get you 

all!’’ was the cry from Lieutenant Theiss when we lined up too 

tightly for our first hot meal on the chow line. 

The summer heat and humidity were relentless. Within a 

week, a white T-shirt became a camouflaged garment. After three 

weeks of pickling our fatigues in sweat and dirt, we were taken, 

in groups of three, to a shower point in the rear. With plastic 

gloves, a corporal at the strip area fingered our peeled-off 

fatigues and added them to a growing pile on a tarpaulin. 

The showers were in a squad tent hidden in a grove of trees. 

Sprinkles of water dampened us from overhead pipes. It was 

not easy parting with the layers of perspiration we had accumu-

lated from a scorching two weeks in blocking position and three 

weeks on the line. While washing one other’s backs, we leveled 

a multitude of pimples and blackheads with a block of GI soap. 

Soap! Water! Towels! For brief moments after our exposure to 

these, we were no longer burrowing animals. With the baptism of 

dribbling water, we became human beings! 

Dried and naked, I left the shower tent. A corporal handed me 

a T-shirt, socks, and underwear, plus a fatigue shirt and pants. 

Usually this last couple had a marriage that was barely consum-

mated in color and size. The tops of the shirt’s chest pockets 

began slightly above my waist and ended somewhere near my 

knees. I wore shirt size thirty-six; size forty-four had been thrown 

at me. Lost in the shirt, I returned to the corporal to ask, ‘’Where 

are the pegs for this tent?’’ 

He did not appreciate this. 

“How would you like the fatigues you just turned in?’’ he 

asked. I left. For the next two months, I would struggle and sweat 

A Room with a View
I wore shirt size thirty-six; size 
forty-four had been thrown at me. 
Lost in the shirt, I returned to 
the corporal to ask, ‘’Where are 
the pegs for this tent?’’ 
He did not appreciate this.

Please turn to BUNKER om page 47  
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A two-war pilot who does more than ‘Cling’ to life 
By Therese Park 

I met Retired Lt. Colonel Dean 

Cling at the Trailside Center in 

south Kansas City, MO. 

Established a dozen years ago by 

Gary Swanson, the founder of 

Heartland Honor Flight of Kansas 

City and WWII Living History 

Series here, Trailside Center 

serves as a cozy nook where the 

veterans of foreign wars share 

their harrowing battle stories with 

eager listeners over coffee and 

homemade cookies served by 

volunteers. Whenever I attended the room was packed. Since 

there were empty seats some attendees had to stand and 

listen. Like anywhere else, COVID-19 forced it to close, but now 

it’s open again. 

Originally from Iowa, Dean Cling saw many parts of the 

United States and Canada as a novice U.S. Air Force pilot before 

leaving for Korea in the summer of 1951 as a First Lieutenant. 

This time of the Korean War up until the ceasefire agreement was 

signed in late July 1953 is known as the “stalemate” period, dur-

ing which the leaders of the UN forces and those of the Chinese 

talked of ending the war while the fighting continued. 

From the video “Patriot Features” created by Sean Penn, a 

video telegrapher who joined Honor Flight of Kansas City in 

2014 and met, flew with, and interviewed many WWII and 

Korean War Veterans, I learned how 23-year-old First Lieutenant 

Dean Cling narrowly escaped death on October 20th, 1952. That 

day his plane was shot down by enemy ground fire during his 

100th reconnaissance mission to North Korea from Kimpo (or 

Gimpo) Airport, which served as the U.S. Air Force’s designated 

airfield called “Kimpo Air Base.” 

Cling parachuted from 3,000 feet, landing on the DMZ along 

the 38th Parallel, one of the most heavily militarized pieces of 

land in the world, despite being named a “demilitarized” zone. 

He had no radio. One of his hands was burned from the fire in the 

plane from which he jumped. His knees were scraped raw from 

the windscreen, and his right foot was caught at the base of a tree 

as he landed, causing him to flip and hit the ground hard. But he 

did not have the luxury of worrying about his injuries at such a 

moment. So, limping, he ran and ran, not knowing where he 

was—in enemy territory or that of South Korea.  

While hiding behind a boulder moments later, he heard a man 

speaking English, and he asked at the top of his voice, “Are you 

an American?”  

At hearing “Yes, I am,” his fear vanished and he ran toward 

the stranger.  

“Stop running. This is a minefield,” the man said. 

Cling was taken to an aid station and then flown to a hospital 

in Tokyo, Japan, where he remained for a whole month to recover 

from his injuries. While there, on November 19th, 1952, he 

received the Purple Heart - the oldest military award given to 

wounded or killed U.S. military members in the name of the 

President of the United States. 

He met his future wife Donna, a student-nurse training to be a 

Flight Nurse for the U.S. Air Force, at a Christmas party in 1953 

after he returned home. In January 1955, they were married and 

settled in Leawood, Kansas, eventually having one son and three 

daughters together.  

Cling served in the Vietnam War in the 1960s where he com-

pleted another 100 reconnaissance missions, while his family 

remained in Leawood. He retired from the U.S. Air Force in 

1975, the year Saigon fell to Ho Chi-min’s power, completing 24 

years as a combat pilot and a flight instructor. 

Donna passed away in 2013 after 58 years of a happy life with 

Cling. He painfully recounted how Donna was once discovered 

in the elevator of the local hospital where she worked. One of the 

hospital employees found her unconscious and bleeding from 

head and body injuries. As it turned out, a man who rode the ele-

vator with Donna moments earlier had beaten her with a metal 

pipe and stolen her purse, before getting off the elevator unno-

ticed. No suspect was ever discovered. The hospital officials kept 

the incident quiet for fear of losing the facility’s pristine reputa-

tion, though similar incidents had happened before. 

“But Donna recovered,” Cling said, brightening his expres-

sion. “We had a few more years together before she left me in 

2013.” 

I asked him, “How would you feel if you were a young pilot 

today and were ordered to leave for Ukraine to defend the forsak-

en people from Russian invaders?” 

Cling’s answer was simple and short. “It’d make no difference 

from when I was sent to Korea seven decades ago.”  

Beyond his spoken words, I heard a message loud and clear: 

“When you serve your country, your personal situation, opinion, 

and feelings don’t matter at all. Of course, I’d do it all over 

again.” 

Our interview was shortened because Cling had to attend a 

choir rehearsal at the assisted living facility in Overland Park 

where he lives. Noticing my surprised look, he said, “I learned to 

sing in Korea as a pilot, mostly songs about the war and flying. I 

loved it.  I sang in my church choir for years, and after moving 

into where I live now, I’ve kept singing.” 

I admire him. He is the first Korean War veteran I met who 

rendered 24 years of his armed service as a U.S. pilot for his 

beloved America and now, at age 91, 

he’s radiant about the life he lives. 

NOTE:  Therese Park, a regular con-
tributor to our magazine, is the author 
of “A Gift of the Emperor,” “When a 
Rooster Crows at Night,” “The 
Northern Wind,” & “Returned and 
Reborn?” Reach her at 
http://www.theresepark.com 

Lt. Colonel Dean Cling
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Every once in a while we dig into our vaults to uncover mate-

rial that may have been overlooked or simply set aside for future 

use and then forgotten. Here’s a story that we found in a recent 

foray. It is a response from KWVA member Marvin Reed to 

David Valley, the editor of the Taro Leaf, the magazine of the 

24th Infantry Division Association. 

The writer is referring to pictures of tanks with the following 

caption: “At the MLR tanks were placed in bunkers and parked 

on rocks to prevent freezing to the ground. They were fully com-

bat loaded on guard day and night. Nearby the M-4 tank’s 760 

mm rounds were stored.” 

Thank God for the knowledge of 2nd 
Lieutenants 

This picture of the tanks with the comment 

about them being parked on rocks so that the 

tracks would not freeze to the ground reminded 

me of a fiasco that occurred in the fall of 1951. 

Alben Barkley [U.S. vice president] was coming 

to visit. I don’t know what air strip he was going to land on, but 

it was somewhere neat Chun-Chon. Half of our squad on a Quad 

.50 half-track was sent over to that strip. I never saw them again.  

Well, the old-timers wanted to park the half-tracks on some 

brush. But they were overruled by the brass as being unnecessary 

and unsightly. They were worried that the vehicles might show 

up in the picture taking of the event. Guess what happened. 

There were sub-zero temperatures that night. The following 

day most of the half-tracks were frozen solid to the ground. There 

were broken tracks, broken transmissions, and broken transfer 

chasses—all because parking correctly would have been unsight-

ly! Once again the “brass” overruled experience and common 

sense. 

That reminded me of a time when a brand-new second 

“Louie” showed up at our position on the MLR. We had traveled 

several miles over dusty roads. I figured we had the makings of 

some food camouflage. We looked around to find some good 

brush to place around the vehicle to break up its outline and Quad 

.50 gun mount. Well, the 2nd “Louie” did not like my idea of 

“camo.” 

He told me to take all the brush down and wipe off the vehicle 

with a rag that had some oil on it. Good idea: make the half-track 

shine in a combat zone. Looking at it in hindsight I should have 

said “No.” But I didn’t. 

About 1000 hours the next day we were showered with a few 

mortar rounds from the enemy. It had to be the North Korean and 

Chinese gunners’ way of saying, “We see you.” How could they 

not? 

That wasn’t my last run in with that lieutenant.    

Marvin Reed, 2900 Right Hand Canyon Rd., Palomino Valley, 

NV 89510, 775-475-0290, Cell: 775-560-1669 

More From the Vault 

Where were you during August-December 1950? 
Taegue to Pyongyang in six dust days 
By Cpl. Vincent Paul Harrison, Class of June 1948 
13th Signal Company, First Cavalry Division, U.S. Army  
Member Korea War Veterans Assn. of W. Pa. 

For the first time since we arrived in August 1950 the sounds of 

North Korean artillery explosions and small arms fire suddenly 

ceased. 

Our radio repair company was headquartered in the ''Pusan 

Perimeter'' town of Taegue, South Korea, just a few miles from the 

front lines. 

It was almost noon on a bright sunny day when our first sergeant 

passed down the order to pack up our gear. The last time we packed 

up we moved ten miles south of Taegue towards Pusan as the North 

Koreans were getting ever closer. 

This time it was different. Apparently the major units of North 

Korean Army either retreated north or faded into the hills for some rea-

son. Many of the stragglers were made prisoner by our now advancing 

GIs. 

We thanked General Douglas MacArthur's ingenious amphibious 

landings at Inchon with Marine and Army units just a short distance 

from the South Korean capital of Seoul.  

We were heading north! Our convoy was made up of Signal Corps 

trucks of various sizes and jeeps as we drove onto the main hot, dusty 

road to Seoul. It would be 162 grueling miles. 

We passed the Graves Registration unit where dead GIs were being 

processed. Seeing those bodies of GIs in stacks upon stacks left a 

decided impression on all of us as we drove by. 

It wasn’t a speed trip…the most any vehicle could do was about 25 

miles per hour because units ahead of us were clearing land mines 

from the road. 

Throughout our trip, long periods of time found us sitting and wait-

ing. During one of those stops we looked out over the fields to the right 

and left and saw the ground covered with hundreds of square paper 

pamphlets. On close inspection we saw the announcement of the 

Inchon landings in the North Korean language on each of those pam-

phlets which were dropped by our C-47 cargo planes. We now knew 

that the North Koreans saw and read the pamphlets and acted quickly 

to disband. They knew their supplies were soon to be cutoff. 

Please turn to PAMPHLETS on page 71 

Throughout our trip, long periods of time found us sitting and 
waiting. During one of those stops we looked out over the 
fields to the right and left and saw the ground covered with 
hundreds of square paper pamphlets.
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I thank every member who has supported our past 
fundraisers. Your participation has been fantastic. Since 
2014 we have raised over $500,000—and we have drawn 
six (6) lucky members’ names each year. 

The 2022 goal is $80,000, which is definitely attainable. 
Life Members actually only paid the equivalent of six years’ 
dues. Some of us have been members over 30 years. Others 
hold Honorary or POW statuses. Whatever your membership 
status is, please consider supporting each fundraiser. 

The funds help maintain normal costs and underwrite the 
six issues of the Graybeards magazine. We will not reduce 
the bi-monthly issues of the greatest veteran’s magazine. 
Please take more than one ticket. There is no better cause 
than the KWVA. 

NOTE:  To counteract the increased postage cost, the 
suggested donation this year is $25 per ticket. Please 
donate for more than one ticket. Also, consider having your 
chapter purchase tickets and enter its name and number. It 
will help the KWVA while perhaps having the chapter picked 
as a lucky recipient. If you do not want a ticket, make a 
donation marked “2022 Fund Raiser.” 

We will continue to reduce costs and work to maintain 
membership as our older members slow down. Maintaining 
and increasing our membership is KWVA’s biggest problem 
due to age and health. This year we have proven that we DO 
NOT need paid ($70,000) people to get things done. In the 
past year our costs went down and the number of our 
accomplishments went up. Activities were higher than in the 
last six years.  

Reaching our goal can be done. It has been done and will 
continue to be done. As always, to get things done, ask a 
busy person. Talkers talk, workers work. Age has eliminated 

many workers. All members can still help by supporting the 
fundraiser. Will you??? 

With your help we will reach the goal. Chapters are star t-
ing to get active again. Many Defense Veterans have stepped 
up and are working hard for the KWVA. We are looking at 
having Legacy Members. Defense Veterans Memorials are 
being dedicated and many have been added to the War 
Memorials (at no cost to the KWVA). Several things are 
being planned without the expense of big-ticket items.  

Every place we have gone we have included visits to vet-
erans hospitals. Everyone we see really appreciates our vis-
its, which makes the KWVA more visible. This, in turn, helps 
recruiting. 

Drawing the names of our six lucky members will be at 
the Membership Meeting Banquet in October 2022. Together 
we can attain our goal. I look forward to your participation.  
Again, THANK YOU! 

Thomas McHugh, 2nd Vice President 
Chairman, Fundraiser Committee (2014 to Present)  

The KWVA Fundraiser Is Not A Scam 
Contrary to some people’s belief, the KWVA Fundraiser is 

not a scam! Yet, each year, when I phone the lucky mem-
bers, a family member thinks the call is a scam. I recom-
mend that you write on your October calendar about the 
drawing—and recognize that this is not a raffle. It is a mem-
ber only fundraiser.   

Members from all over the country win. Our 2021 lucky 
members lived in NY, MN, FL (2), CT & CA. Tell your family 
about your participation. We all are well aware of scams. If 
you question the notification, call our membership office at 
217-345-4414 for verification. 

ANNOUNCING THE 2022 KWVA FUNDRAISER

Documenting exact numbers of battlefield casualties is a 

futile exercise. Yet, “experts” try to do it. Why? And 

who does it help? 

There was an article published in the Nome, AK, Nugget, 

Dec. 31, 1951, p. 5 that included exact totals of Chinese and 

North Korean casualties up to that point. The writer said at 

one point the number included “estimated” non-battle casual-

ties. How can exact numbers be based on estimates? Just 

wondering! 

And what was the “twilight war?” Can anybody explain 

that? Here’s the article: 

“18-Month Korean War Has Cost Reds 1,515,688 

Casualties 

“The Chinese and North Korean communists armies have 

suffered 1,515,688 casualties in the Korean War, a U.S. 

Eighth Army briefing officer reported Saturday. He said the 

figure for the 18-month-old conflict included battle casual-

ties, estimated non-battle casualties (frostbite, illness, etc.) 

and prisoners of war. 

“The briefing officer listed 823,321 Chinese communists 

casualties since they entered the war Nov. 7, 1950. The North 

Korean toll was given as 692,357. The officer said United 

Nations troops inflicted 216,721 battle casualties on the Reds 

since the truce talks started at Kaesong last July 10. 

“During the last month—the twilight war — Red casual-

ties were 10,197. That represented a big drop from the pre-

ceding month, a 30-day provisional ceasefire line expired at 

midnight Thursday.”

The fallacy of numbers
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Missing Korean War Hero laid to rest  

Kelly McKeague, Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA) 
director, shares the story of how recently accounted for U.S. Army 
Sgt. Roy “Buddy” Charles DeLauter was returned home during 
DeLauter’s funeral held on April 22, 2022. The mission of DPAA is 
to achieve the fullest possible accounting for missing and unac-
counted for U.S. personnel and return them to their families and our 
nation.  

DeLauter was featured in an article by Julie E. Greene in the 
Hagerstown, MD, Herald-Mail. Here is an excerpt” 

“Tears accompanied family members’ feelings of long-awaited 
closure and happiness as long-missing Korean War veteran and 
Smithsburg resident Sgt. Roy Charles DeLauter’s remains arrived 
home in Washington County this month. 

“A procession of family and authorities, including Maryland State 
Police, the Maryland Transportation Authority Police from Baltimore-
Washington International Thurgood Marshall Airport, Army officials, 
and the Maryland Patriot Guard Riders escorted the hearse carrying 
DeLauter from BWI to Rest Haven Funeral Home and Cemetery on 
April 19. The plane had departed Hawaii the day before. 

“I just thank God. I’m just happy to have him home. I prayed for 
this,” said Evelyn Eccard, 93, one of DeLauter’s three sisters. Sue 
Draper, DeLauter’s youngest daughter, said the day — with its hon-
orary festivities and people standing at highway overpasses paying 
respect to her father — had been “amazing.”  

“You couldn’t help but cry. Good tears,” said Ms. Draper, 73, of 
the Hagerstown area. 

Thanks to member James Patterson for bringing the article to our 
attention. It appeared in the Washington Times, Wednesday, 
04/27/2022 Page A10.  

Missing Korean War Hero buried at Arlington  

Ms. Fern Sumpter-Winbush, Principal Deputy Director of Defense 
POW/MIA Accounting Agency, presents a collage to a family mem-
ber at the funeral for Army Sgt. Elwood M. Truslow, 20, of Batesville, 
Virginia, killed during the Korean War, at Arlington National 
Cemetery, April 22, 2022. The Defense POW/MIA Accounting 
Agency accounted for Sergeant Truslow on June 7, 2021. (Defense 
Photo by Ashley M. Wright) 

Army Cpl. Charles E. Lee ANC Funeral  
Army Cpl. Charles E. Lee, 18, of Cincinnati, killed during the 

Korean War, was laid to rest on April 11, 2022, at Arlington National 
Cemetery, Arlington, Virginia. DPAA accounted for Lee on June 14, 
2021. 

In July 1950, Lee was a member of Company K, 3rd Battalion, 
34th Infantry Regiment, 24th Infantry Division. He was reported 
missing in action on July 20 after his unit was forced to retreat from 
the vicinity of Taejon, South Korea. He was never found, nor were 
any remains recovered that could be identified as Lee. He was 
declared non-recoverable in January 1956. 

U.S. Army Sgt. 
Roy “Buddy” 
Charles 
DeLauter was 
returned home 
during 
DeLauter’s 
funeral held on 
April 22, 2022. 
(DPAA photo by 
Shawn J. Stewart)

THE GRAYBEARDS DEADLINES 

Articles to be published in the The Graybeards must be 

received by the editor no later than the 15th day of the first 

month of that issue. —Editor. 

Jan-Feb ......................................................................Jan 15  

Mar-Apr ....................................................................Mar 15  

May-June ..................................................................May 15  

July-Aug ....................................................................July 15  

Sept-Oct ....................................................................Sept 15  

Nov-Dec ....................................................................Nov 15

Army Cpl. Charles 
E. Lee, 18, of 
Cincinnati, killed 
during the Korean 
War, was laid to 
rest on April 11, 
2022, at Arlington 
National 
Cemetery, 
Arlington, Virginia

Ms. Fern Sumpter-
Winbush, Principal 
Deputy Director of 
Defense POW/MIA 
Accounting Agency, 
presents a collage to 
a family member at 
the funeral for Army 
Sgt. Elwood M. 
Truslow
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GRAYBEARDS DONATIONS 
Richard N. Cipriano                                                                         OR  
Thomas J. Crean                                                                             NV  
James A. Dengel                                                                             NY 
Leonard ‘Len’ Deyoung                                                                   MI 
David E. Gray Jr.                                                                              KS 
Robert Harbula                                                                                PA 
Arthur G. Sharp                                                                               FL 
Edwin R. Wong                                                                               CA 
NMS 
            IMO Ascenzio “Spike” Speca, Jr. 

KWVA DONATIONS 
W. Frank ‘Frank’ Barron, Jr.                                                              GA 
James A. Dengel (3)                                                                       NY 
            IMO Martin J Kavanaugh 
            MO Sgt Jeremiah J Sullivan 
Leonard ‘Len’ Deyoung                                                                   MI 
James M. Fitzpatrick                                                                        MA 
Jeffrey J. Kim                                                                                  MI 
Ronald Lai (2)                                                                                 NH 
Jong Ha Lee (2)                                                                              CA 
James M. Mathews                                                                         MO 

Ronald T. Stumpp                                                                            NY 
Edwin R. Wong                                                                               CA 
NMS (46) 
67th Tactical Recon Wing|                                                               
IMO William Neal Carlson 
IMO Robert Clinch 
IMO Aniceto de Casas 
IMO Oscar F Haake Jr. (5) 
IMO Francis Joseph Hughes  
IMO Nicholas Impenna 
IMO Elizabeth T. Mather 
IMO Robert Michalowski USMC (3) 
IMO Arlen C Ortlieb 
IMO Walter A. Scare (2) 
IMO Richard A. “Dick” Sholts 
IMO Edward Sliwa  
IMO Ascenzio Speca Jr. 
IMO T Dale Snyder (6) 
IMO Herman “Hank” Steinman  
IMO Robert A Tarpley  
IMO Robert L Traver 

Thanks for Supporting The Graybeards and the KWVA

CONTRIBUTOR                                                                    LOCATIONCONTRIBUTOR                                                                    LOCATION

Members are invited to help underwrite the publication costs of The Graybeards. All contributions in any amount are welcome. Mail your donations to KWVA 
Treasurer, 430 W. Lincoln Ave., Charleston, IL 61920. All contributions will be acknowledged, unless the donor specifically requests to remain anonymous. And, if 
you have an “In memory of” (IMO) request, include that as well. We thank you for your generous support.

LEGEND:  IMO = In Memory Of; NMS = Non Member Sales

TOO HOT TO HANDLE 
In the summer of 1952, I was sent to 

Korea after heavy weapons training at Fort 

Dix, New Jersey. Upon arrival I was sta-

tioned at the Punch Bowl. Four days later I 

found myself a part of a front line relief for a 

Turkish regiment at an area called Sandbag 

Castle. That is where I earned my Combat 

Infantry Badge. 

After a month or so on the front line we 

were relieved and sent back to the rear for 

about a month. Times on the front line and 

then moving to the rear continued until I 

rotated back to the U.S.A. in August of 1953. 

In 1953 I recall our bunker being hit with 

artillery or mortar fire during the night. In the 

morning I found the shell and it felt warm. 

I’m sure it felt warm due to the extremely hot 

weather. 

Shortly thereafter a couple of our cooks 

rotated back to the states and I was assigned 

to replace one of them in the kitchen. I was 

selected because I had worked in a 

butcher shop prior to being drafted. No one 

else had a cook’s MOS, so the Sgt. in charge 

of the kitchen said, ‘’At least he can cut 

meat.”  

My first assignment was to bake biscuits. 

The first cook gave me a recipe and told me 

I had to bake enough biscuits for the whole 

company. I followed the recipe and put my 

first tray of about thirty biscuits into the oven. 

When I saw that they were cooked I smiled 

with pride and picked up a towel to take them 

out of the oven.  

“Yikes!” That whole tray of biscuits flew 

up in the air and all over the ground. The 1st 

Cook then came over to me and said, 

‘’Lesson number one. Never take anything 

out of the oven with a wet towel.” 

Joseph M Cirillo (Corporal), Company I, 
27th Inf. Regt., 1952-1953, 25th Division in 
Korea, 516-673-5871, 
Joeactor27@gmail.com

This is one of a continuing series. It can only continue if members contribute their stories. Please 
send your “Humor in Korea” submissions to Arthur G. Sharp, 2473 New Haven Circle, Sun City, FL 
33573. We can all use a laugh once in a while, just as the troops in Korea did.

Humor in KoreaHumor in Korea

Joe Cirillo holding the warm shell that hit his 
bunker 
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Col. Robert Choppa, U.S. Army (Ret.), President of the National InfantryCol. Robert Choppa, U.S. Army (Ret.), President of the National Infantry   
Association, briefs members of the KWVA Board of Directors and theirAssociation, briefs members of the KWVA Board of Directors and their   
guests before beginning a tour of the Army’s Infantry Museumguests before beginning a tour of the Army’s Infantry Museum

KWVA Board members at the Airborne Museum, FortKWVA Board members at the Airborne Museum, Fort   
Benning, GA on April 5, 2022 Benning, GA on April 5, 2022 

KWVA Board visits Ft. Benning MuseumKWVA Board visits Ft. Benning Museum
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Members of the KWVA Board of Directors on tour of the Museum Members of the KWVA Board of Directors on tour of the Museum 

Memorial to the Global War on Terrorism, U.S. ArmyMemorial to the Global War on Terrorism, U.S. Army  
Infantry Museum, Fort Benning, GA on April 5, 2022 Infantry Museum, Fort Benning, GA on April 5, 2022 
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By Therese Park  

“We only gain the future by remembering 
the past.” Louis Nelson, designer of Korean 
War Memorial 

The news that the Korean War Veterans 

Memorial in Washington D.C. recently 

received a major facelift masterminded by 

the original designer of the monument 

named Louis Nelson is a historic event. The 

22-million-dollar project was made possible 

from donations from both U.S. citizens and 

South Koreans. That last part makes my 

heart content. My motherland has come a 

long way. 

In October 2014, I had the privilege of 

visiting the Memorial Park in Washington 

D.C. with 90 local veterans from both 

WWII and the Korean War through the 

Honor Flight program. I was so over-

whelmed by the immensity of the place; the 

majestic presence of President Lincoln sit-

ting at the front of his Memorial and look-

ing at the reflective pools and surrounding 

spaces before him where many historical 

events had taken place, including black 

mezzo-soprano Marian Anderson’s recital 

and Martin L King Jr’s delivery of his “I 

Have a Dream” speech. 

The 19 giant statues of soldiers at the 

Korean War Memorial, each wearing a pon-

cho, each with an expression of agony or 

fear, spoke to me in such a strange language 

that I had no time to wonder who might 

have designed such a place of wonder and 

amazement that words cannot express. As I 

walked around with curiosity, I saw an old 

Korean War veteran in a wheelchair holding 

a large framed picture of a young American 

soldier and weeping. Then I understood 

immediately that he was grieving for his 

lost combat buddy in Korea more than six 

decades earlier. 

This place, I thought, is no other than a 

temple of God where grieving hearts seek 

comforts, the wounded plead for healing, 

and the lonely souls find companionship, 

while others gather to remember and show 

respect to those who perished while defend-

ing the freedom of people in foreign coun-

tries. And there, in the Memorial, a mourn-

ful melody of Taps played by a bugler I 

couldn’t see filled the space, echoing 

through the walls, arches, waterfalls, before 

merging with the sounds of the waterfall. 

In one article, Nelson analyzed the 

Korean War as the first modern war 

America fought with the newly formed 

United Nations, the first war fought against 

Chinese communists, and the first war that 

ignited other wars in the following decades 

that America failed to win.  

The facelift of the memorial included 

178 heavy stakes drilled over 50 feet down 

to support a section of the ground that had 

sunk about three inches. The 19 stainless 

steel statues—only half of the 38 statues 

originally planned to symbolize the 38th 

Parallel—have been refurbished. The light-

ing has been improved. 

The mural wall Nelson had created with 

facial images of men and women who 

served in Korea was cleaned and polished. 

A new granite wall with 7,200 names of the 

Korean men, who served as advisers and 

interpreters in the Korean Augmentation to 

the United States Army (KATUSA) will be 

added to 36,574 names of the Americans 

killed during combat. The new walk path 

around the memorial, connecting with 

other Memorials—Lincoln Memorial, 

WWII Memorial, Vietnam War Memorial, 

Martin Luther King Memorial, and more—

were widened or rebuilt. 

In his book, Mosaic: War Monument 

Mystery, Nelson talks about meeting and 

working with many Korean War veterans in 

his class at Pratt School of Design in New 

York City, NY, after he returned to the 

school having served five years in the mil-

itary in the rank of a captain and helicopter 

pilot. In his observations, those Korean 

War veteran students raised the standard of 

excellence in the classroom not only for 

Nelson himself but other students, too. This 

implies that the excellent work ethics the 

Korean War veteran students had shown 

enabled him to conquer all the obstacles on 

his path as a visionary artist in diverse dis-

ciplines of strategic planning, storytelling, 

Salute to the Designer of the Korean War Memorial 

30
A patrol at the Korean War Memorial in Washington 

Therese Park 



industrial designing, and beyond. 

In the following paragraph, readers 

sense Nelson’s depth and insights as an 

artist: 

“Designers hold a long tradition with 

space and material, each possessed with 

meaning… Chosen carefully, the materials 

enliven the form, touch our senses, and 

trigger our memory. The materials do not 

always meet the engineer’s cost-benefit, 

but they can instill a sense of humanity and 

emotional satisfaction. When successful, 

the combination of material and form pulls 

us to a fresh path.”   

“The Korean War is actually a success 

story,” Nelson said in an interview. “If it 

weren’t for those American troops, there 

would be no South Korea. Now, look at 

how many vehicles come from there. The 

majority of our appliances come from 

South Korea. I know in my profession 

more designers come from South Korea 

than the United States. It’s extraordinary. If 

you look at a satellite photograph of the 

region, South Korea is brilliantly illuminat-

ed, but north of the 38th parallel is still 

pitch black.” 

“Yes, Mr. Nelson,” I want to say. “The 

progress South Koreans made in the past 

decades is the fruit of their sense of grati-

tude toward American troops who granted 

them freedom at the cost of their lives.”

NOTE:  Therese Park, a regular contribu-
tor to our magazine, is the author of “A 
Gift of the Emperor,” “When a Rooster 
Crows at Night,” “The Northern Wind,” & 
“Returned and Reborn?” Reach her at 
http://www.theresepark.com 31
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The epitome of 
wariness is 
depicted in this 
“patrol member’s” 
face at the Korean 
War Memorial in 
Washington D.C. 

A wintry scene at the Korean War Memorial in Washington D.C.



2020  HAWAII #1 [HI] HAWAII #1 [HI]   

I’m forwarding an email from Walter Ozawa that encapsu-

lates our recently held meeting. ROK Navy CAPT Soonkun Oh, 

Defense Attaché at the Korea Consulate of Honolulu, paid for the 

breakfast and provided a cap and specially designed shirt to 

every member. The meeting ended with door prizes of varied 

gifts that were provided by Tommy Tahara. Here’s Walt’s email:   

Aloha, all, 

It was a good meeting today at Pagoda Floating Restaurant 

today. We had a good-sized group of 21 veterans, 9 spouses and 

4 from the ROK Consulate. Thank you, President Schreiner, for 

being a strong advocate in getting the state government to pay 

attention to better maintaining the State Korean War Memorial 

(and the twin Vietnam War Memorial) at the State Capitol. I’m 

sure your voice has been heard!  

Thank you, Tommy Tahara, for always thinking, planning, 

preparing and supporting our members so well. And you so gen-

erously donated all the door prizes and the $40 Times Market gift 

card!  

“Thank you” goes to CAPT Oh and staff for your unstinting 

active support and generosity in gifting everyone with the new 

polo shirts and caps that you personally designed! And, thank 

you for taking care of our breakfast bill, too! The Korean War 

veterans are never forgotten by the Republic of Korea!   

Also, thank you for coordinating the dedication ceremony of 

the KWVA Hawai’i Chapter 1 Memorial Stone at the National 

Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific at Punchbowl on 23 March.  

The project was a wonderful partnership with KWVA, the ROK 

Consul General, the ROK Ministry of Patriots and Veterans 

Affairs, the ROK Navy, contractor Stone Craft, and the National 

Cemetery of the Pacific! The printed program you provided indi-

cates that the ceremony will be an important and significant 

event for everyone. 

It was a meaningful session today! 

Stan Fujii, Public Affairs Director, stan_fujii@hotmail 
9999  
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Happy group of  
people ...

...at Ch. 20 meeting
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9999  TALL CORN [IA] TALL CORN [IA]   

Members attended an appreciation luncheon to honor Korean 

War veterans on September 25, 2021 sponsored by the Korean 

Consulate. It took place at the Goldstar Museum, Camp Dodge, 

Iowa. The members organized the event.  

Our October 2021 meeting included a tour of the venue, the 

Veterans Memorial Building in Cedar Rapids, IA. It was organ-

ized by the Taylor Morris, IA Chapter 323. The highlight of the 

tour was the Grant Wood Stain Glass Window, depicting some of 

our earlier wars. 

James Koenighain, Secretary/Treasurer,  
319-929-3059, jkskoenighain@q.com  

106106  TREASURE COAST [FL] TREASURE COAST [FL]   

Charles LoMonaco presented an award to a JROTC cadet at a 

recognition luncheon, which many members and their wives 

attended. 2nd Vice Commander Louis DeBlasio presents the 

"Four Chaplains Legion of Honor" Award to Joe Wilcox. 

Louis DeBlasio, 352 NW Shoreview Dr.,  
Port St. Lucie, FL 34986, 772-344-8628, LouDi@bellsouth.net 

Attendees from Ch. 99 at the Veterans Memorial Building in Cedar 
Rapids, IA 

Members of Ch. 99 at September meeting 

Ch. 99 members and guests at September meeting

Tour members of Ch. 99 gather information about the Grant Wood Stain 
Glass Window 

Attendees from Ch. 99 at October 
meeting 

Grant Wood Stain Glass Window 
at the Veterans Memorial 
Building in Cedar Rapids, IA 
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121121  GREATER CINCINNATI [OH] GREATER CINCINNATI [OH]   

Korean War Veterans Recruiting Luncheon 

In an effort to increase membership we held our 1st Monthly 

Luncheon to attract new members. Those attending are named in 

the nearby photo. In 2021, we gained six new members. Our goal 

is to recruit a minimum of six more new members in 2022. 

Joe Rettig, 9490 Lansford Dr.,  
Blue Ash, OH  45242, 513-891-7244, jrettig@cinci.rr.com 

159159  SUNSHINE STATE [FL] SUNSHINE STATE [FL]   

LtCol Bill Slavins passes 
Bill Slavins died on Thanksgiving Day 

2021 at the age of 94. What an appropriate 

day for him to go home to the Lord! He 

was so thankful for all the blessings that 

he had in his life. He had great parents and 

grandparents who taught and raised him 

up in the ways of the Lord. He had a won-

derful sister, Frances whom he adored. He 

made it through his studies at West Point.  

Bill was married to his first wife Lois 

wife for 61 yrs. She supported him and 

made many sacrifices on his behalf as a 

military wife. She also gave him two won-

derful children. Bill is survived by his 

daughter Patsy Schutzendorf and son-in-law David Halliburton 

and their children Eric and his wife Penny Schutzendorf and 

Katherine Halliburton. Bill is survived by his son Bill and daugh-

ter-in-law Laura and their children Jessica and her husband Jim 

Connolly and John and his wife Adrienne Slavins.  

He was blessed with five wonderful great grandchildren: Eric, 

Olivia and Mary, and Samuel and James. Bill is also survived by 

nieces Jane and her husband Cooper McMillan and their sons 

Charles LoMonaco, 2nd from right, of Ch. 106 presents award to JROTC 
cadet (HC) and Assistant Chief of Police of Port St. Lucie FL (far right)

Members and guests of Ch. 106 at recognition luncheon

Ch. 121 President Joe Rettig (C), Jules Freedman, Chaplain Bill Doud, 
Bob Kistler & Maxine Kistler, Russ Carlson, Brian Brown, John Murray, 
Gene Molen, Dan Rieskamp, Treasurer Tom Schneider, John 
Plahovinsak, Bill Riekert and Barb Rettig at recruitment luncheon (L-R) 

Lt. Col. William E. 
Slavins 

2nd Vice Commander Louis DeBlasio presents the "Four Chaplains 
Legion of Honor" Award to Joe Wilcox.



Joshua and Samuel and his wife Colleen; and, Sally and her hus-

band Mark Judd; and by his nephew Tom and his wife Nancy 

Welch and their children: Jana, Jonathan, and Stephen. 

Bill knew how blessed he was to be an American. He pledged 

his allegiance to our flag and constitution countless times 

throughout his life. He devoted his life serving America and its 

people with a sustaining sense of love, loyalty, and dignity. He 

believed he was given a second chance at life when he survived 

a near fatal wound while commanding a combat unit on T-Bone 

Hill during the Korean War.  

Several years ago, he had a memorial stone made for the 19 

men he lost in that assault. Later he learned that an additional 11 

men died from their wounds. Bill mourned those deaths his entire 

life. He found solace in building sustaining friendships in the 

churches and military groups he attended. Those included the St. 

Paul UMC, Seminole UMC, Military Officers of America 

Association, and especially the Korean War Veterans 

Association, Sunshine State Chapter. 

Bill’s favorite hymn was “Help Somebody Today” and it was 

exemplified in his endeavors of everyday life. Some highlights of 

these endeavors were spending 30 years at Boca Raton and Largo 

High Schools tutoring math; being a Stephen Minister in support 

of people who were in crisis and needing help; and, making over 

800 oak crosses. He gave these crosses out to people across all 

walks of life. His message was “Jesus loves us all!” 

I believe that Bill was grateful for the Lord’s salvation, but 

more importantly he was grateful for His love, mercy and the for-

giveness of his sins. These traits were ingrained in Bill and he 

was able to pass them on to anyone who needed a shoulder to cry 

on or a hand to help lift themselves up; all without judgement or 

ridicule. For the rest of us, he always had a bright friendly smile. 

I am Bill’s second wife, Meredith. We were married 9 ½ years. 

I will always love and miss him! I don’t want you to believe that 

Bill was perfect because we all know he wasn’t... in fact, he was 

a terrible back seat driver! 

Peter Palmer, P.O. Box 5298,  
Largo, FL 33779, 727-584-7143, Palmersp@verizon.net 

172172  HANCOCK COUNTY [OH] HANCOCK COUNTY [OH]   

We are proud to announce our 2022 Rose of Sharon scholar-

ship recipients.  

• Sydney Alford is the 

granddaughter of chapter 

member Al Sanchez. Sydney 

is a graduate of Vanlue High 

School and plans to attend 

the University of Findlay and 

major in Early Childhood 

Education.   

• Cade Haman is the great-grandson of chapter member 

James Munger. Cade, a graduate of New Riegle High School, 

plans on attending Ohio Northern University to major in 

Mechanical Engineering. 

• Joshua Stone is the grandson of chapter member Sam Ellis. 

Joshua is a graduate of Findlay High School and plans to attend 

Owens Community College, then finish his degree at another 

university. He will be majoring in Business with a minor in 

Sports Management. His ultimate goal is to be an Athletic 

Director.   

Larry Monday, Secretary, 419-387-7532, mondayL9@aol.com 

189189  CENTRAL FLORIDA EAST COAST [FL] CENTRAL FLORIDA EAST COAST [FL]   

On March 15, 2022, we were honored to have U.S. Army 

Colonel (ret.) Harold Kushner as our guest speaker. Colonel 

Kushner was deployed August 1967 as Flight Surgeon for the 

First Squadron, 9th U.S Cavalry, 1st Air Cavalry Division to 

Vietnam. On a mission, his helicopter crashed in bad weather into 

a mountainside. He was the only survivor with many injuries.  

In seeking escape he was taken POW by North Vietnam and 

held in a bamboo-lined cage deep in the jungle. He was later 

moved to the infamous Hanoi Hilton where he remained prisoner 

from summer of 1967 to winter of 1973.While there he treated 

prisoners’ injuries to help them survive. After 5 ½ years in cap-

tivity he was released 

and returned to civilian 

life. Col. Kushner 

remains active as a 

doctor of internal med-

icine and ophthalmolo-

gy. 

He was inducted 

into the Army Aviation 

Hall of Fame in 2001, 

the same year Fort 

Hood Texas Medical 

Center was renamed in 

his honor. He was also 35
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Sydney Alford, recipient of Ch. 
172 scholarship

Cade Haman, Ch. 172 scholarship 
recipient 

Ch. 172 scholarship recipient 
Joshua Stone

Ch. 189 President Joe Sicinski (L) and guest 
speaker Harold Kushner 
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named a permanent ‘’Distinguished Member of the 9th Cavalry 

Regiment.” He was a recipient of the Silver Star, Bronze Star, 

Purple Heart, and Republic of Vietnam Cross of Gallantry, 

among other awards. His story from day of capture through 5 ½ 

years of horrific captivity is breathtaking and is part of a docu-

mentary ‘’The Vietnam War’’ that aired on September 17, 2017 

on PBS. 

Joseph Sicinski, sicinskij@aol.com 

192192  CITRUS COUNTY [FL]CITRUS COUNTY [FL]  

Past Commander Hank Butler presented a plaque to Cadet 

Airman Jaidon Kern at Citrus High School at a May 6 awards 

ceremony. The plaque is displayed in the JROTC class room. The 

presentation marks the 12th year that we have honored a cadet.  

He also presented a certificate and a medal to Cadet 

Commander Channon Miller on May 4 at the Crystal River High 

School JROTC awards ceremony. Hank has made these presen-

tations to the three high school JROTCs for the last twelve plus 

years for our chapter.  

John T. Livingston, 3005 S. Cygnet Terrace, Inverness, FL  

34450, 352-726-4365, lakehouse03@embarqmail. com 

251251  FRANKENMUTH-SAGINAW [MI] FRANKENMUTH-SAGINAW [MI]   

We held our April meeting held at the Saginaw County 

Museum. Eun Young Lee was our guest entertainer. She is a 

native of South Korea who came to the U.S. in 2012 to study.  

In 2019 she received a degree in piano performance from the 

University of Michigan.  Her parents always told her how much 

they owed their freedom and peace to American Soldiers and the 

importance of always remembering and thanking them for their 

sacrifice.   

She played for us as a way of expressing her gratitude. Eun 

said how happy and honored she was to perform for the group. 

During the performance she explained that during the war her 

grandparents left the north and shortly after the war her mom was 

born. Then, 30 years later she was born. 

Eun stressed that veterans made all that possible and she owes 

her life to them.  

Richard Carpenter, 4915 N. River Rd., Freeland, MI 48623 

267267  GENERAL JAMES A. VAN FLEET [FL] GENERAL JAMES A. VAN FLEET [FL]   

National Commander Jeff Brodeur and his son Vincent visited 

our monthly meeting. Vincent is a combat decorated veteran of 

the Iraqi War. He served with the 82nd Airborne Division as a 

Corporal. He holds the Bronze Star, the Purple Heart, the Combat 

Infantry Badge and other decorations. Vincent is a true American 

hero.  

Jeff, our guest speaker, told us about all the good things hap-

Past Commander Hank 
Butler of Ch. 192 presents a 
plaque to Cadet Airman 
Jaidon

Hank Butler presents certifi-
cate and a medal to Cadet 
Commander Channon Miller 
at Crystal River High School 
JROTC awards ceremony on 
behalf of Ch. 192

Members of Ch. 251 at the Saginaw County [MI] Museum. Commander 
Gorman Wolfe stands 2nd from right next to guest entertainer Eun 
Young Lee.

Eun Young Lee (L) and Ch. 
251 President Gorman Wolfe 
at April meeting 

Eun Young Lee plays for Ch. 
251 audience 
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pening at the national level. He noted that our organization has 

never been so visible to the public. Consider the huge success of 

the Facebook page with 62,000 likes and the National Fundraiser 

that has raised over $500,000 since Tom McHugh took over as 

Fundraising Chairman. So far we have raised $64,000 this year 

alone.   

We have established our own scholarship program and the 

KWVA Dog Tag Remembrance Program with Wreaths across 

America. The lifetime membership is only $75.00 for our mem-

bers over 80, and we have not raised our national dues in 17 

years, while most of the other veterans organizations have raised 

theirs many times.   

Our magazine, the Graybeards, is one of the finest military 

magazines available. It is jammed with stories of the Korean War 

and the Korean Defense, with news of the Chapters and very lit-

tle advertising, unlike the other veterans organizations’ maga-

zines, which are filled with advertising. 

Jeff received a warm reception from our thirty members in 

attendance, as always. This time, however, his son Vincent 

touched our hearts and made it a moving experience to spend 

time with this fine young man and true American hero. God Bless 

Him. 

Don Sherry, Adjutant, 352-375-8355, dpskwva@yahoo.com 

315315  SOUTHERN OREGON [OR] SOUTHERN OREGON [OR]   

Albert J. Pule was honored at our October 18, 2021 meeting. 

Our guest speaker for the day talked about WWII and how we 

should never forget those heroes. Then he asked Mr. Pule to 

stand, then placed a medal around 

his neck. It was the WWII Veteran 

Honor and Remembrance 

Medallion. 

Mr. Pule served in the 

Merchant Marine in 1944 and 

1946. He also served in Korea and 

Vietnam. He earned Air Combat 

ribbons as a crew chief on a helicopter in ‘Nam in 1965-67.  

Albert J. Pule, 4894 Upper River Rd.,  
Grants Pass, OR 97526, 541-476-0500,  

ApPule@clearwire.net 

323323  PO2 TAYLOR MORRIS [IA] PO2 TAYLOR MORRIS [IA]   

Members attended an appreciation luncheon to honor Korean 

War veterans on September 25, 2021 sponsored by the Korean 

Consulate. It took place at the Goldstar Museum, Camp Dodge, 

Iowa. The members organized the event. Taylor Morris IA 

Chapter 323. 

Our October 2021 meeting included a tour of the venue, the 

Veterans Memorial Building in Cedar Rapids, IA. The highlight 

of the tour was the Grant Wood Stain Glass Window, depicting 

some of our earlier wars (See Ch. 99 photos.). 

James Koenighain, Secretary/Treasurer,  
319-929-3059, jkskoenighain@q.com  

Visit the Korean War Veterans Association Website:  

www.kwva.us

Attendees at Ch. 267’s April 2022 meeting. KWVA National President is 
front row, left. His son Vincent is in the back row, third from left.

Albert Pule of Ch. 315 displays his 
WWII Veteran Honor and 
Remembrance Medallion 

OUR ‘CHAPTER NEWS’ EDITOR IS GETTING LONELIER 
As we mentioned in the previous issue, our “Chapters 

Editor” is getting lonelier. He was remembering fondly 

in a staff meeting the other day the time when chapter 

representatives expressed dismay that they had to wait 

too long to get their news in The Graybeards. (That was 

before the current editor took over.) Today that has 

changed. We have plenty of room but not enough news. 

In fact, the March-April 2022 issue contained the least 

amount of chapter news since The Graybeards began. 

Let’s change that. 

We have plenty of room in each issue for chapter news 

and photos. For that matter, we have plenty of room for 

material of all kinds, e.g., “Humor in Korea,” “Where I 

was on July 27th, 1953,” members in the news, Korean 

War memoirs, etc. But we really want more chapter news 

and photos. 

Chapter activities are of interest to all our members. 

What the members in one chapter are doing often pro-

vides ideas for other chapters for fundraising, recruiting, 

civic outreach…in short, they are beneficial to the entire 

association. Besides, it’s a chance for members to get 

their pictures in the magazine so readers will know who 

they are through visual images rather than words alone. 

Please help us reverse the diminishing amount of chapter 

news and photos. We want to hear from more chapters. 

Let’s get our “Chapters” editor back to work.
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The U.S. Army 3rd Battlefield Coordination Detachment – 

Korea hosted an event for the 71st Anniversary of the Battle 

of Hill 180 at Osan Air Base, Republic of Korea on February 4, 

2022. The Battle of Hill 180 took place Feb. 7, 1951 and is com-

memorated annually by both South Korean and American digni-

taries, service members, veterans and family members.  

The battle is remembered for the bayonet charge up the hill 

led by U.S. Army Col. (Retired) Lewis Millet, Company E, 27th 

Infantry Regiment. He earned the Medal of Honor for his action. 

(Photos by U.S. Air Force photo by Tech. Sgt. Zachariah Lopez) 

Hill 180 Engagement Remembered 

Flowers adorn the Hill 180 monument

A view of the Hill 180 monument  

Col. Millett’s MOH citation 

Capt. Millett, Company E, distinguished himself by conspicuous gal-
lantry and intrepidity above and beyond the call of duty in action. While 
personally leading his company in an attack against a strongly held 
position he noted that the 1st Platoon was pinned down by small-arms, 
automatic, and antitank fire. Capt. Millett ordered the 3d Platoon for-
ward, placed himself at the head of the 2 platoons, and, with fixed bay-
onet, led the assault up the fire-swept hill.  
In the fierce charge Capt. Millett bayoneted 2 enemy soldiers and boldly 
continued on, throwing grenades, clubbing and bayoneting the enemy, 
while urging his men forward by shouting encouragement. Despite 
vicious opposing fire, the whirlwind hand-to-hand assault carried to the 
crest of the hill. His dauntless leadership and personal courage so 
inspired his men that they stormed into the hostile position and used 
their bayonets with such lethal effect that the enemy fled in wild disor-
der.  
During this fierce onslaught Capt. Millett was wounded by grenade frag-
ments but refused evacuation until the objective was taken and firmly 
secured. The superb leadership, conspicuous courage, and consum-
mate devotion to duty demonstrated by Capt. Millett were directly 
responsible for the successful accomplishment of a hazardous mission 
and reflect the highest credit on himself and the heroic traditions of the 
military service.  

Veteran Red Officer Surrenders, Asserts North 
Korea Can't Win 

TOKYO, Aug. 17.—A veteran Red lieutenant who deserted 

and surrendered to the Americans says the North Koreans can’t 

win. Intelligence officers at Gen. MacArthur’s headquarters said 

today the North Korean was assistant company commander and 

political officer of his unit in the elite North Korean 6th Division. 

It was battered by United States Marines and Army infantry 

around Chinju. 

“The Red estimated his division’s 13th and 15th Regiments 

suffered 50 per cent casualties and the 14th regiment’s losses 

were 80 per cent. The lieutenant, a China Communist war veter-

an, added that the division lost 15 of its original 16 self-propelled 

artillery pieces. All four tanks spearheading its operation were 

destroyed. 

“A headquarters spokesman said the captured officer was 

“one of those we had been led by past experience to believe 

would kill themselves rather than surrender. Others have done so 

when facing capture.” 

“The deserter said he became separated from his unit in a con-

fused retreat. He hid in a village three days, then found an air-

dropped United Nations surrender leaflet—and gave himself up, 

explaining: “I was tired of war and convinced the North Koreans 

can’t win.”  (Washington D.C. Evening Star, Aug. 17, 1950, p. A-
4)

Why weren’t there more North Koreans like 
this lieutenant?
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Billy Joe Denton & James Hurley honored with quilt 

S
ome of the ladies in the sewing min-

istry of Saturn Road Church of  

Christ in Garland, TX, are members 

of the Quilters Guild of Dallas. That is 

where they first heard about the Quilts of 

Valor effort. They knew there were veter-

ans in our church who we could honor 

with Quilts of Valor, too. Among them 

were Billy Joe Denton of Ch. 270 and a 

Vietnam veteran, James Hurley. 

Five of them decided on a pattern and 

began to make the flag blocks in the pat-

tern. One of the ladies volunteered to put 

those flag blocks together into a quilt. 

Another lady in our church offered to do 

the quilting on her long arm machine and 

four of them finished the quilts by doing 

the bonding.  

We have been blessed to have a part in 

honoring Billy Joe Denton for his Korean 

sevice on behalf of our great nation. He 

entered the Army Reserves on October 16, 

1953 as a staff sergeant. Billy Joe trained 

at Fort Gordon, GA with the military 

police and left for Korea from Seattle, 

Washington on April 30, 1964. He arrived 

at Inchon on May 21, 1954. 

He began his time there serving on the 

DMZ with the 2d Division MP Company 

until the division rotated back to Ft. 

Lewis, Washington. He transferred to I 

Corps, 622 MP Company at Uijongbu. 

Then, the 622 rotated back to the states 

and he was transferred to 558 MP 

Company out of Seoul. 

Billy Joe served TDY in Masan from 

November 1954 to March 1955 and then 

went TDY to Song-wa-ni with the 

Ordnance Depot, where he remained until 

June 1955. He was transferred once again, 

this time to the Seventh Division, 13th 

Dog Company of the Combat Engineers.  

Billy Joe boarded a troopship on 

October 1, 1955. He completed his mili-

tary service with an honorable discharge, 

earning the Good Conduct Medal, 

National Defense Service Medal, United 

Nations Service Medal, and a Korean 

Service Medal. He finished his reserve 

time on an inactive basis.     

Billy Joe was honored with a fellow 

soldier of the Vietnam War era, James 

Hurley. Hurley received his draft notice in 

May 1968, 12 months after marriage to his 

wife Sue and upon completion of his edu-

cational deferment from the Texas 

Engineering Service for vocational indus-

trial extension teachers. He completed six 

months basic training at Fort Sam 

Houston Texas, where he trained as a 

medic. 

Hurley departed for Vietnam in 

November 1968 and was assigned to the 

1st of the 321st Artillery in support of the 

2nd Brigade of the 101st Airborne 

Division ground operations. As a 

Specialist Four, he received The Army 

Commendation Medal for meritorious 

achievement in ground operations in The 

Republic of Vietnam during the period 

December 1, 1968 to April 30, 1969.  

In May 1969, he met his wife for a 

week-long R&R in Hawaii. On August 18, 

1969, James was awarded The Bronze 

Star Medal. On September 10, 1969 he 

was promoted to Specialist Five. After 

serving his basic 12-month tour of duty, 

James was given the opportunity to extend 

an additional 32 days in the field to 

receive an early discharge upon returning 

to the United States.  

He returned on December 12, 1969 and 

was given an Honorable Discharge. He 

then received an Honorable Discharge 

from standby reserve in May 1974.   

The quilters demonstrated that they 

were not partial to veterans of any partic-

ular era. They included Cleola Green 

(Dallas, TX); Norma Bridges (Garland, 

TX); Laurel Blackburn (Dallas, TX); 

Linda Fox (Mesquite, TX); LouEllen 

Dykes (Richardson, TX); and quilter 

Marilyn Painter (Forner, TX). 

James Hurley stands in front of his quilt 
Billy Joe Denton and his quilt 

Photos Submitted for Publication in The Graybeards 
Whenever possible, please identify the subjects in photos you submit. We 

realize that is not always possible, especially in group photos. But, when you 
can, identify them, use designations such as (R-L), (L-R), (Standing, L-R), 
(Seated, L-R), etc.  

And, please write subjects’ names as legibly as possible. We can usually fig-
ure out who the KWVA members are, but we cannot guess at non-members’ iden-
tities. 
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Americans are well aware of recent 

provocative North Korean transgres-

sions such as firing missiles into the air to 

see where they land. And, many might 

remember the ax-murders of Americans at 

the DMZ in 1976 or the seizure of the 

Pueblo in 1968. Not all of the incidents have 

involved American forces. Remember the 

torpedoing of the South Korean ship 

Cheonan on Mar. 26, 2010? 

How many other less publicized post 

July 27, 1953 incidents have taken place 

between North Koreans and Americans that 

have gone virtually unreported—and 

unavenged?  

We reported one such story in the 

Feedback section of the March-April 2022 

issue, re the 1968 Osan bombing, that sug-

gest the answer is more than one.  Here’s 

another. Any more that you know of? 

How many incidents of this type have happened? 

PYEONGTAEK, Republic of Korea (Nov. 8, 2021) 
Adm. Samuel Paparo, commander U.S. Pacific 
Fleet, lays a wreath in honor of the 46 South 
Korean Sailors who were killed when an enemy 
torpedo struck ROKS Cheonan on Mar. 26, 2010. Paparo is visiting the Republic of Korea (ROK) to reaffirm and strengthen the partnership between 
the ROK-U.S. alliance and promote our shared values of democracy, freedom of navigation and maritime security. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass 
Communication Specialist 1st Class Jessica Gray). 
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T
here was a celebration of the critical battle of 

Kapyong/Gapyeong held on April 22 at the 

Lakeland, FL, Veterans Memorial Park. The 

Battle of Kapyong, 22–25 April 1951, also 

known as the Battle of Jiaping by the 

Chinese, was fought between United Nations Command 

(UN) forces—primarily Canadian, Australian, and New 

Zealand—and the Chinese People’s Volunteer Army (PVA).  

The fighting occurred during the Chinese Spring 

Offensive and saw the 27th British Commonwealth Brigade 

establish blocking positions in the Kapyong Valley, on a 

key route south to the capital, Seoul. The two forward bat-

talions—the 3rd Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment (3 

RAR) and 2nd Battalion, Princess Patricia’s Canadian 

Light Infantry (2 PPCLI)—were supported by guns from 

the 16th Field Regiment (16 Fd Regt) of the Royal 

Regiment of New Zealand Artillery, along with a company 

of U.S. mortars and fifteen Sherman tanks.  

These forces occupied positions astride the valley and 

hastily developed defenses. As thousands of soldiers from 

the Republic of Korea Army (ROK) began to withdraw 

through the valley, the PVA infiltrated the brigade position 

under the cover of darkness, and assaulted the Australians 

on Hill 504 during the evening and into the following day. 

Although heavily outnumbered, the 27th Brigade held 

their positions into the afternoon before the Australians 

were finally withdrawn to positions in the rear of the 

brigade, with both sides having suffered heavy casualties. 

The PVA then turned their attention to the Canadians on 

Hill 677, but during a fierce night battle they were unable 

to dislodge them. The fighting helped blunt the PVA offen-

sive and the actions of the Australians and Canadians at 

Kapyong were critical in assisting to prevent a break-

through against the UN central front, and ultimately the 

capture of Seoul.  

The next day the PVA withdrew back up the valley in 

order to regroup. The Canadian and Australian battalions 

bore the brunt of the assault and stopped an entire PVA divi-

sion during the hard-fought defensive battle. Today, the bat-

tle is regarded as one of the most famous actions fought 

together by the Australian and Canadian armies in Korea. 

(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ Battle_of_Kapyong) 

Here are some of the highlights as furnished by Don and 

HooJung Kennedy. Reach Don at don.kennedy008 @sym-

patico.ca 

71st Anniversary of the Battle of Kapyong/G
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/Gapyeong 
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We pulled this from the vault recently. It was submitted by Anthony J. DeBlasi of West Newfield. ME. He became inactive in 

2013. Sadly, it has been languishing there forgotten for sixteen years, for which we apologize. The photos and content should have 

been made public to our membership years ago. 

We have no idea if the book was ever published. If anyone knows, or is familiar with Mr. DeBlasi, please let us know. Here is his 

message: 

The enclosed pages are from a book I’ve been working on, selected for inclusion in Graybeards. The pages group as follows: 

“26’’ & “27” —- Operation Big Switch (1953) 

“30’’ thru “32” —- Trip to DMZ (1954) 

“33’’ thru “37” and “48’’ & “49’’ —- Radio Company (304th Signal Bn) (1953-54) 

Photo Credits 

●     B&W photos of Operation Big Switch - - Photographer unknown. The negatives were found in the Radio Co. dark room in 1953. 

They were probably taken by a VIP photographer of Hq. Co.’s Photo Platoon (304th Signal Bn). 

●     “Page 30’’ - - Contest winning photo of William J. Claypool)by Anthony J. DeBlasi. 

●     “Page 31’’ - - Photos of jeep, fisherman, “The Gimlets,’’ and Dog Co marchers by William J. Claypool; the rest by Anthony J. 

DeBlasi. 

●     “Page 32’’ - - Photos by Anthony J. DeBlasi, except photo of DMZ sign by Ardell R. Olson. 

●     Radio Co. Pages - - Photography by Anthony J. DeBlasi, except Radio Station Dust personnel (photographer unknown), and 

photo of me lying on a bunk in a WWII Japanese-occupation hut by George R. Herschell. 

The material is pretty much self-explanatory. 

And Still More From the Vault 
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All Chapter and/or Department news for pub-
lication in The Graybeards should be mailed 
to Art Sharp, Editor, 2473 New Haven Circle, 
Sun City Center, FL 33573 or emailed to: 
Sharp_arthur_g@sbcglobal.net

BUNKER from page 21

with my upper body lost in yards of olive drab cotton above and 

below my beltline. I probably resembled a dwarf: But in the soci-

ety I was moving in, no one noticed. 

A jeep brought the three showered GIs back to the business of 

soldiering. Clean and refreshed we were home in time for dinner. 

Diesel fuel burning in a machine gun canister was waiting to heat 

our C-rations. I removed my can opener from my bellows pocket 

and began rocking it around the can. Then I mixed my corned 

beef hash with Charley’s prized can of frankfurters and beans. 

Yes, we were back in the soldier business. Our company had yet 

to explore the new neighborhood. 

NOTE: The above is an excerpt from Daniel Wolfe’s book, Cold 

Ground’s Been My Bed: A Korean War Memoir, pp. 171-174. 
Sadly, Daniel went to guard the gates of Heaven on 12/13/2020. 
He served with USA 3rd Div 15th Rgt 3rd Bn Co L. 
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By George Kritzler 

Once the ‘’Truce’’ was signed, it 
became possible for the engineers to 
repair and/or build roads, bridges, and 
Quonset huts for our troops and the 
South Korean people instead of outpost 
bunkers on the 38th parallel and laying 
mine fields. The truce also gave Baker 
Company of the 65th Combat Engineers 
Battalion of the 25th Division Infantry 
Division (Tropic Lightning) the oppor tu-
nity to lay claim to having built the first 
swimming pool in Korea. 

It was Baker Company Commander 1st 
Lt. John Driscoll (a West Pointer) who 
formulated the idea to build the swim-
ming pool. He noticed the stream that 
flowed nearby the Baker Co. area. He 
decided to diver t the stream in a differ-
ent direction so Baker Co. could get into 
the area where the stream formerly 
flowed with men, dozers, and other 
heavy equipment by digging out this 
area with dozers, ‘’D-handles,” and 2-
1/2-ton trucks to build up the ear th into 
a dam and dig out a hole for the pool. 
(See the photo showing a 2-1/2-ton 
truck in the dugout area and the dam.) 
The stream was then restored to its orig-
inal flow, flooding the area created by 
the dam and creating a good-sized 
swimming pool. 

As the squad leader (Sgt.) of the 2nd 
platoon, I was assigned to paint signs 
showing the pool depths at various 
points. This task was given to me as I 
was assigned to light duty, having spent 
three months in a hospital in Pusan. A 
member of my squad, Cpl. Tom Jacobs, 
from Essexville, MI, was a talented 
ar tist. He and I, from Carlstadt, NJ, 
decided to draw and paint some carica-
tures to display in our Quonset hut day-
room. I rotated home before the 25th 
Division returned to Schofield Barracks, 
Hawaii. 

I was wondering if anyone knows what 
ever happened to all those caricatures 
and drawings we drew on the front of 
the ‘’bar’’ we had in the ‘’dayroom.” I 
would love to know if they still exist with 
the good old Tropic Lightning now back 
in Hawaii. If anyone knows what hap-

pened to the caricatures shown, please 
let The Graybeards staff know of their 
whereabouts. 

This same Baker Company, 65th 
Combat Engineering Battalion, 25th 
Infantry Division has the distinction of 
being the only engineering company to 
have served as infantry during the 
Korean War. This despite the fact that 
the 25th Infantry Division was in reserve 
at Kapyong and the Punch Bowl at the 
time. However, one of the companies on 
line at the time, from the 3rd Infantry 
Division, suffered 85% casualties and 

needed to be replaced ASAP. This action 
occurred in early to mid-May 1953.  

Baker Company, under the command 
of Capt. John O’Connor, was the nearest 
company to that position. We arrived to 
do our duty. Shor tly after our arrival, the 
ar tillery barrage ceased and the Nor th 
Korean soldiers began an attack. Capt. 
O’Connor ran along the trench with 
bunkers to aler t his men of the attack. 
We stopped their attack, but we lost 
Capt. O’Connor and seven of his Baker 
Co. men during this combat action. I 
believe he was posthumously awarded 

The First Swimming Pool in Korea 
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the Silver Star. It should have been the MOH 
for his action that saved many lives. 

Nearby is a photo I took earlier in May 1953 
showing Capt. O’Connor on the left with our 
Battalion Commander, Lt. Col. Ryan, and a 
photo I also took of the helmet he wore when 
he was killed showing the bullet hole in the 
helmet. According to an ar ticle printed later in 
the ‘’Stars and Stripes’’ this was the largest 
ar tillery barrage during the entire Korean War.  

The ar ticle estimated 65,000 rounds were 
shot during an estimated 10- to 15-day bar-
rage. Capt. O’Connor was to ‘’rotate’’ (go 
home) in less than two weeks. He was a great 
soldier and an even greater man. 

George Kritzler, 275 Pascack Rd.,  

Hillsdale, NJ 07642, 201-664-6370 



D
id you know that U.S. troops in South Korea paid for 

Koreans to travel to Boston in that year’s marathon? Or 

that four years later South Koreans were banned from 

the marathon? The turnaround brings back memories about so 

many things being banned in puritanical Boston. 

Here’s a bit of Korean War history that might have escaped 

allied soldiers engaged in fighting the communists back in 1951. 

Certainly, the actual combat was only one part of the war. 

Geopolitics remained at work. 

There arose a bit of controversy preceding the 1951 marathon 

that stemmed from the ongoing Korean War. The Boston Athletic 

Association (BAA) summarily banned South Korean runners 

participating in that event, perhaps because they had taken the 

first three places the year before. Did U.S. warfighters in Korea 

at the time know about the ban? Or would they have cared if they 

did know? 

The matter was brought to light recently when a similar con-

troversy arose as to whether Russian runners should be allowed 

in the 2022 Boston Marathon. Some folks upheld a ban. Others 

didn’t. Here are three sample letters that appeared in the Boston 

Globe newspaper on April 14, 2022 in response to the newspa-

per’s editorial saying they should be allowed to run. (Thanks to 

KWVA member James Patterson for bringing the debate to our 

attention.) 

 

BAA is admirable in barring Russian, 
Belarusian runners 

Given the appalling invasion of Ukraine, the Boston Athletic 

Association’s announcement that it will not permit Russian or 

Belarusian runners who reside in those countries to compete in 

the Boston Marathon is admirable. Not only would it be unac-

ceptable to allow runners to compete who support the invasion, 

but BAA volunteers should not be placed in a position to guaran-

tee the safety of those Russians or Belarusians who oppose the 

invasion. 

However, I hope this does not mean that the Boston Pops will 

forgo its annual performance of Tchaikovsky’s “1812 Overture.’’  

Even during the height of the Cold War with the Soviet Union, 

it was recognized that this masterpiece commemorating the 

Russian defeat of Napoleon’s invasion of Moscow was a fitting 

demonstration of patriotism on July 4. Opposition to Vladimir 

Putin’s invasion of Ukraine is no different from opposition to 

Napoleon’s invasion of Russia. When we listen to the fading of 

the French national anthem when the Boston Pops play, let us 

imagine it is the fading of the Russian Federation’s national 

anthem and when the church bells ring, they ring for the valiant 

people of Ukraine. 

Daniel Beagan, Mansfield 

Athletes shouldn’t be punished for wars their 
governments wage 

I am shocked that the BAA has seen fit to bring politics into 

the Boston Marathon. Athletes should not be punished because 

the government of the country where they live is waging war. I 

am hopeful that the BAA will reconsider and remove the stain of 

politics from the 2022 Boston Marathon. 

Adelaide Smith, Somerville 

South Korean entries were denied in 1951 
Regarding whether to restrict Russians from the Boston 

Marathon (“Let Russians run in the Boston Marathon,’’ Editorial, 

April 9), the Globe notes, “In the future, museums and other 

institutions could ask every Russian runner — or violinist, or 

painter — to denounce the Ukraine invasion, and shun those who 

refuse. But that’s not a step that Americans (or Soviets) took even 

in the worst moments of the Cold War.’’ Perhaps. Yet after 

Korean runners swept first, second, and third place in the 

Marathon in 1950, Walter A. Brown, then president of the BAA, 

denied the three South Koreans entry into the 1951 Marathon.  

He told Time magazine, “While American soldiers are fight-

ing and dying in Korea, every Korean should be fighting to pro-

tect his country instead of training for marathons. As long as the 

war continues there, we positively will not accept Korean entries 

for our race.’’ 

Let us hope officials in 2022 have enough sense not to repeat 

the prejudices of 1951. 

Dana L. Robert, Somerville 
The writer is director of the Center for Global Christianity and 
Mission at the Boston University School of Theology. 

 

So, in light of what was going on in Korea in early 1951, was 

it a proper political move for the BAA Committee to ban the 

South Koreans? Would the South Korean Army really miss four 

young men? After all, not all soldiers are sent to the front line. 
50
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Politics apace with the race as Boston 
Marathon day approaches

There arose a bit of controversy preceding 
the 1951 marathon that stemmed from the 
ongoing Korean War. The Boston Athletic 
Association (BAA) summarily banned 
South Korean runners participating in that 
event,...



Certainly, the U.S. Army had Special Services troops whose 

assignment was to entertain the infantrymen.  

And why allow the Japanese to send a team over to run in the 

1951 marathon? (See below.) After all, the Japanese were 

involved in the Korean War as well, albeit in a limited fashion. 

Many of their citizens were operating LSTs for the allied forces. 

Could they spare runners who might be needed to serve on those 

ships? 

Or was the whole issue overblown, as controversies often are?  

And what was the BAA Committee’s rationale in 1951? Here it 

is.  

 

South Korea’s Runners Barred From 
Marathon: Can’t Race While U.S. Boys Fight 
for Them, Boston Official Says 
By the Associated Press 

BOSTON, Jan. 31.—South Koreans, winners of two of the 

last four Boston AA marathons, are barred from its next 26-mile 

385 yard race on April 19. 

The ban was imposed after Walter Brown, BAA president, 

read a report from Tongnae, Korea, that an eight-man squad was 

competing for places on a three-man team that would be entered 

in the famous Boston endurance test. 

The report indicated that the South Korean government had 

given the eight runners special dispensation to train. Before 

Brown, who also heads his organization’s Marathon Race 

Committee, reacted to the story, it drew a harsh sports editorial 

from the Boston Evening American. 

Among the eight marathon trainees listed were Ham Ki Yong, 

Song-Kil Yun and Choi Yoon Chil, who finished one-two-three 

here last year. In 1947 Yon Buk Suh was the first Korean victor. 

Korea Needs Them More. 
“Our fellows are over in Korea fighting and dying to keep that 

country alive,” Brown said angrily. “Why should we accept 

Korean entries when they should stay at home and fight them-

selves?” 

“All I know about their intentions is what I read in the news-

papers,” Brown continued, “but I think we’re perfectly justified 

in refusing their entries even before we receive them.” 

The American’s editorial pointed out: 

“American casualties in Korea are in excess of 50,000 and 

steadily mounting and this nation is committed to a program of 

constant replenishment. 

“If South Korea can spare the flower of its own manhood 

from military service merely so they may run in a marathon, 

young Americans and the parents of young Americans can be 

pardoned for wondering why Americans fight in Korea at all” 

Korean Official Surprised. 
“And if we accept athletic prowess as a valid reason for 

exemption from military duty, this nation should release thou-

sands of young Americans from the armed services—runners, 

jumpers, baseball players, football players, swimmers and 

divers.” 

Reached by telephone in New Nam Koong expressed amaze-

ment over the reported project. 

“All men between 17 and 35 were drafted into the South 

Korean army,” Mr. Koong explained. “That must have included 

the runners. I cannot say for sure they were in the army, but I 

don’t see how they could have stayed out.” 

“I doubt very much that any such trip is planned,” he added. 

“This is no time to be running marathon races in Boston when 

there is fighting going on in Korea.” 

U. S. Troops Backed ’47 Runners. 
Last year Yong and his countrymen were sent over here by the 

Korean Government. In 1947, American troops stationed in 

Korea raised a fund to finance the trips of Suh and two others. 

The report from Tongnae, described as a Hot Springs resort a 

few miles from Pusan, indicated that Yong, Yun and Chil were in 

Seoul last June when the North Korean Army captured that city. 

They managed to escape the Communists until that South 

Korean capital was liberated in September. 

When Seoul fell again early this month the trio made their 

way to the southeast. They and the other five marathon team can-

didates were described as training under Son Ki Chung, a coach, 

before admiring groups of South Korean troops. (Washington DC 
Evening Star, Jan. 31, 1951, pps. C1-2) 

 

Apparently the committee did not have a problem with allow-

ing Japanese runners to participate in the 1951 race. 

Japan Picks 4-Man Team For Boston 
Marathon 
By the Associated Press 

TOKYO, Mar. 6.—Japan today named a four-man team for 

the Boston Marathon April 19—and some sportsmen talked 

hopefully of duplicating Korea’s amazing one-two-three finish of 

last year. The Koreans are not competing this year because of the 

war. 

In recent competitions all four Japanese team members have 

bettered times in the National AAU and Boston Marathons of last 

year and the Olympics of 1936. 

The Japanese still have to clear red tape to get to Boston. If 

they do, the team will be composed of Shigeru Tanaka, Shunji 

Koyanagi, Yoshitake Uchikawa, and Hiromi Haigo. (Washington 

DC Evening Star, Mar. 1951, p. A-18) 

Incidentally the Japanese got past the red tape. But only three 

of them made the trip. Yoshitake Uchikawa was not among them. 

 

So, while many men and women from the U.S. and its allied 

countries were fighting in Korea, some folks back in Boston 

were trying to keep South Koreans from traveling there. Was that 

right? It doesn’t matter now. Both the 1951 and the 2022 

marathons are over and the political issue of who should or 

should not be allowed to run is moot—for now. 

What happens next year is anyone’s guess.  51
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A Tribute to Col. William E. Weber, U.S. Army (Ret)

C
olonel William E. Weber, a long-time member of 

the KWVA after whom Ch. 142 in Maryland is 

named, was posted to his final duty assignment 

on April 9, 2022. He was 97 at the time of his 

passing.  

Colonel Weber, a highly decorat-

ed Korean War veteran of the 187th 

Airborne, spent a great deal of his 

life telling people about the Korean 

War and promoting the Korean War 

Veterans Memorial Wall of 

Remembrance. He enlisted in the 

U.S. Army on February 25, 1943 and 

was assigned to the 11th Airborne 

Division, from which he was selected 

for Officer Candidate School (OCS). After receiving his com-

mission, he rejoined the 11th. Then a lieutenant, he served in 

the Pacific Theater through the end of WWII and the occupa-

tion of Japan. He became engaged in the Korean War shortly 

after it started. 

Lieutenant Weber deployed to Korea in August 1950 with 

the 187th Airborne Regimental Combat Team (ARCT.) A 

month later he was wounded—for the first time—while 

attached to the 1st Marine Division in the battle for Seoul. 

Weber was promoted to Captain in December 1950 and 

assigned as Commander of K Company, 3rd Battalion, 187th 

Airborne Regimental Combat Team (ARCT.) In February 

1951, during the battle for Wonju, he was seriously wounded, 

losing a leg and part of an arm, He was subsequently evacuated 

to the states. 

Weber underwent an extended hospitalization. Despite his 

injuries the Army retained him on active duty. He served at 

Fort Benning, in Europe, and at Headquarters, Department of 

the Army. He retired as a Colonel in October 1980, after more 

than 37 years of service. His decorations include the 

Distinguished Service Medal, Silver Star, Bronze Star with V, 

Legion of Merit with Oak Leaf Cluster (OLC), Purple Heart 

with 2 OLC, and Army Commendation Medal with OLC. 

In October 1986, the U.S. Congress confirmed the authori-

zation to build the Korean War Veterans Memorial. In July 

1987, President Reagan appointed Colonel Weber to the 

Korean War Veterans Memorial Advisory Board. After the 

Memorial was dedicated in July 1996, Colonel Weber was 

instrumental in establishing the Korean War Veterans 

Memorial Foundation. He still felt that there was more to do at 

the memorial. He wanted to add a Wall of Remembrance to 

honor and thank the warfighters who paid the ultimate sacrifice 

to protect the freedom of South Korea. That project became his 

passion. 

It took many years of hard work and determination until the 

“Wall” became a reality. Unfortunately, he did not live to see 

it. The Wall of Remembrance, which will display the names of 

American service members and Korean Augmentation to the 

U.S. Army who lost their lives in the war, will be dedicated on 

July 27, 2022—a scant three months after his passing. No 

doubt he will be there in spirit, if not in body. 

Tributes poured in to honor Colonel Weber’s memory. 

General John H. Tilelli, Jr., U. S. Army, retired, Board 

Chairman of the KWVMF, praised Colonel Weber.  

“When I assumed my position as KWVMF Board Chairman 

Col. William E. Weber 

In July 1987, President Reagan announced the appointment of Colonel Weber to 
the Korean War Veterans Memorial Advisory Board

Colonel Weber at the Korean War Veterans Memorial 
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in early 2019, Colonel Weber held this position for several 

years. Much of the success to build the Wall of Remembrance 

was the work of his hands. Colonel Weber remained on the 

board until his passing. 

“Bill Weber’s life was a testament to the promise of 

America. He and his wife, Annelie, have worked tirelessly to 

have our country recognize the sacrifices made in the Korean 

War. As his friends and loved ones prepare to put him to rest, 

KWVMF is privileged to report that his work — and his spirit 

— live on. 

“We remember Col. William E. Weber with gratitude: 

because we carry on his cause with his example to guide us.” 

Col. Weber “on patrol” with 
statues at Korean War 
Memorial
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On April 9th 2022, Colonel William E. Weber, 96, joined his 
fellow Rakkasans of the 187th Airborne Regimental Combat 
Team. He passed away peacefully at home in New Windsor 
after a brief illness while in the care and company of his family 
and friends. 

Born in Chicago on November 10, 1925 to Joe and Rosina 
(née Schaden) Weber, Bill was a soldier’s soldier. He enlisted in 
the Army at 17 and was commissioned as an Infantry Officer in 
1945. Bill had a long and distinguished career as a paratrooper 
and a member of the 11th Airborne Division and 82nd Airborne 
Division. During his service, he served as the executive officer 
of L Company, 187th Airborne Regimental Combat Team and 
later commanding officer of K Company, 3rd Battalion, ARCT. 
He took par t in the Allied occupation of Japan during World War 
II and saw significant combat during the Korean War. In 
February 1951, he was severely wounded and lost both his 
right arm and right leg. Despite these injuries, Bill remained on 
active duty, being one of the first such disabled officers on 
active duty since the Civil War. He served both with NATO in 
Europe and at the Pentagon. In 1980, after 37 years of service, 
Bill retired at the rank of Colonel.  

His awards and decorations include the Distinguished Service 
Medal, Silver Star, Legion of Merit with Oak Leaf Cluster, Bronze 
Star with V, Purple Hear t with two Oak Leaf Clusters, Army 
Commendation Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster, and the Combat 
Infantryman Badge. He also attended the Armed Forces Staff 
College and Army War College. 

Bill was appointed by President Reagan as a member of the 
Korean War Veterans Memorial Advisory Board. He and his fel-
low board members passionately advocated for the construc-
tion of a memorial to remind all those who visited it that 
Freedom Is Not Free. The memorial itself was dedicated in 1995 

by President Clinton and, in 2016, President Obama approved 
legislation for the additional construction of a Wall of 
Remembrance to the Korean War Veterans Memorial. Bill want-
ed to ensure that visitors to the national memorial would learn 
of the sacrifice of over 36,000 Americans and over 7,200 
Koreans, who served as Korean Augmentation to the U.S. Army 
(KATUSAs) and died to save the Republic of South Korea from 
the terror of communism. The wall’s final stone was laid in 
place on Saturday, the day of Bill’s passing. His greatest regret 
was that Nor th and South Korea remain divided. 

Even missing his arm and leg, nothing stopped Bill from ski-
ing, sailing, swimming, and horseback riding long into his life. 
He loved spending time on his farm with his rescue Great 
Danes and playing bridge with his family. His intellectual 
curiosity knew no bounds, as he pursued two masters degrees 
from Hood College and University of Maryland. 

Bill is survived by his wife of 48 years, Annelie, his daughter-
in-law, Beth Chambers Weber, his granddaughter, Dayne Weber 
(Cameron McKee). His two children, Mark Weber and Karen 
Stanley and grandson David Mar tin precede him in death. The 
family wants to thank everyone who has helped Bill throughout 
his incredible life. Special thanks go out to Janell Halsey of 
Thrive USA for her help in recent years. In lieu of flowers, 
please consider suppor ting The Korean War Veterans Memorial 
Foundation: www.koreanwarvetsmemorial.org. 

Visitations will take place on Thursday, April 21 2-4pm and 6-
8pm as well as on Friday, April 22 12-2pm in the Community 
Room of Resthaven Memorial Gardens (9501 Catoctin 
Mountain Hwy, Frederick, MD 21701). Service will be held at 
Resthaven and on livestream on April 22, 2pm. Arrangements 
provided by Har tzler Funeral Home, New Windsor. 

Col. William E. Weber
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57 Years Is A Long Time To Wait 
The SGT Ron Gornick Story 

IMO Charles A. Stepan  

“The wheels of justice grind slow but exceedingly small.” 
Sextus Impericus  

“Son, God doesn’t balance his books in October.” A Mormon 
Elder  

Ron Gornick was the best man at my wedding. That was in 

1952, after our time in Korea in 1951. Ron was my best 

friend growing up. In 1951 we were in Camp Rucker (now Fort 

Rucker) Alabama. We were out in the boonies teaching a class on 

tactics. Ron was my assistant, and our trainees were a bunch of 

tough guys from New York and New Jersey.  

I decided they needed a break, so I said, “Take ten.” One of the 

Jersey guys pointed across a couple of fields and said, “Hey! 

Look! Aggressors. Can we capture them?”  

The aggressors were American Soldiers wearing foreign uni-

forms and helmets. They were used in field problems in which 

they acted as the enemy. 

I said, “I don’t care what you do. Just be back here in ten min-

utes.” 

Well, they did come back in ten minutes and they had about 20 

frightened Aggressors with them—with bayonets at their throats. 

I said, “Good job.” 

Ron and I took them down to Battalion headquarters. Even 

though we had little to do with capturing those guys, the major, 

our Battalion commander, praised us as if we were Sergeant York.  

We talked for a few minutes. Just before we left, he said he had 

a roster to fill of candidates for Officers Training School at Fort 

Benning, Georgia. Were we interested?  

There was a nasty war going on, and we had cushy jobs, plus 

Class A passes that allowed us to prowl the Panama City [FL] 

beaches on weekends. We said, “Let us think about it.” 

The major said, ““Okay!! Take a weekend pass, come back, 

and tell me on Monday what you decided.” 

We went to Birmingham, AL that weekend to watch the 

Birmingham Barons, a Red Sox farm team, play the Boston Red 

Sox. We had great seats, right behind the plate. Wow!! Were we 

amazed at what a pitched baseball could do. Remember, this was 

before baseball on TV. 

Directly behind us were about a dozen brand new 2nd 

Lieutenants who also were enjoying the game. We asked if they 

had been training at Ft. Benning where the Officers Training 

School was. They said, “Yup—and it’s easy. You’ll love it.”  

I asked where they were assigned! “Korea…Korea…Korea.” 

That took care of that decision.  

The next morning we met the major. I said, “No Thanks” to his 

offer. He shook our hands and sent us on our way. Ron and I left 

for the boonies to continue teaching our classes. About noon a 

jeep came our way. The driver was looking for me and Ron. We 

identified ourselves and he handed us some papers. We were 

FECOM (Far East Command) bound.  

“Thank you, major!” 

We went home on a Delay En Route. We visited and said good-

bye to our families and then headed out to California and Camp 

Stoneman. We got our shots and cosmolined weapons. Then, with 

no band playing, we took off for Korea in the middle of the night. 

However, our luck ran out. We were on different ships.  

It took me seventeen days to reach Japan, as the ship blew a 

boiler en route. I learned that Ron was already in the “Land of the 

Morning Calm.” In three days I followed. It took a few weeks for 

me to adjust to even being there. Ron, on the other hand, got to his 

line company, where it was determined that he didn’t have proper 

footwear. Ron wore size 13.  

While he was waiting for the footwear, a noncom came around 

looking for someone who could type. Ron and I had taken typing 

together in high school. Ron said he could type, so for a few days 

he used his typing ability while awaiting his size 13 boots. Once 

they arrived, Ron was sent immediately out to the field as an 

Ron Gornick in a U.S. Army hospital, Korea, 1951



55

The GraybeardsThe Graybeards                                                                                                                                                        May-June 2022May-June 2022

Infantry NCO.  

I didn’t hear from Ron for a while. Finally, after a few weeks, 

I received a letter. Ron was back in Taegu with shrapnel wounds 

over his eye and in the back of the head. He had sustained not only 

bloody shrapnel wounds, but two bullet holes in his rifle stock.  

I thought, “Gee, maybe he’s on his way home.” Wrong! They 

patched up the wound and sent him back on the line.  

At Camp Rucker, Ron and I had been teaching infantry tactics, 

so he knew which way was north. He also worked a beer truck as 

a teenager and he handled himself well. His new C.O.. was glad 

to have him, and Ron soon became his patrol leader. With his 

C.O.’s respect, and with more patrols under his belt, he was told 

that on the weekend he would be promoted to 2nd Lt. as the offi-

cer situation was critical. 

As usual, Thursday came before Sunday, and the line area out 

of which Gornick worked was getting sniper fire. The sniper fire 

was so good—good for the Chinese, bad for the Americans—that 

the C.O. sent Ron out on another squad patrol to locate and dis-

pose of the sniper. Squads varied in size, but this was a big one. It 

included a medic, a lead scout, a stretcher bearer, and 15 to 17 

men.  

They went out into “No Man’s Land” in the dark. The squad 

headed for a nearby hilltop where they thought the sniper was 

working. Sure enough, they came across the enemy bunker. It 

appeared as though the occupants were asleep. A firefight started 

with grenade showers from each side. The bunker was destroyed, 

but not before the enemy radio man relayed back what was hap-

pening. As a result, a heavy mortar barrage fell on Ron’s patrol. 

Everybody went down and everybody needed help.  

Mortar shell shrapnel got Ron. “I’d been hit in the arms, in the 

neck, and in the legs,” he recalled. “I was all torn apart. There was 

a wounded medic right next to me. He looked at me and  asked, 

“Can you help me?’ I told him I couldn’t help him, but I managed 

to pick up his helmet and put it on his head.” 

The barrage finally lifted. It had only been 10 or 15 minutes in 

duration, but it seemed like 6 months. When Ron looked around, 

he saw one other Soldier moving, a little kid from New York 

named Oscar Viskowicz.  

As Ron described the situation, “He had a big hole in his mid-

dle. It didn’t look like he was going to make it. I don’t know how 

in the world I did it, hut I grabbed the guy, threw him over my 

shoulder, and started down the hill. I kept falling and getting up 

again. I felt real sorry for the poor guy I was carrying. I don’t 

remember much until at the bottom of the hill I was grabbed by a 

couple of our guys. I didn’t have enough blood left to remain con-

scious.”  

The next thing Ron remembers is being strapped into the bas-

ket of a helicopter. He was air lifted to a crowded Norwegian 

MASH unit and treated. He faded in and out of consciousness. At 

one point he heard a doctor standing over him and saying, “I have 

some had news for you. We’re  going to have to amputate your 

legs.” 

Ron remembers thinking, “Holy Cripes. How had I carried that 

guy down the hill? My bones had to be okay.” 

Ron was taken by ambulance—still with his legs attached. He 

was flown to an airstrip and then to a hospital in Japan, where he 

spent the next three months. His thighs had been laid open so 

deeply the doctors couldn’t put in stitches, so the wounds were 

left to close by themselves. He was moved to another hospital for 

rehab, with no more talk of amputation.  

While in the hospital, he met a lieutenant from his unit who 

told him his whole squad had been wiped out. Ron remembers 

thinking that he was not eager to volunteer to go hack if he healed, 

but that he was prepared to go. A hospital doctor told him his 

wounds were too severe for him to go back to combat.  

In a few weeks he was on a troop ship en route back to the 

U.S.–and home again. Ron got back into the world, where he even 

tried his old beer truck job when he was able. He tried for years to 

find the whereabouts of Oscar Viskowicz, the wounded Soldier he 

had carried down that torn up hill. He never had any success find-

ing Viskowicz, though. 

In the ensuing years Ron owned three businesses. During that 

time he worked hard for his friend Rudy Perpich, who ran for and 

became Minnesota’s governor. Governor Perpich appointed Ron 

to the Minnesota Metropolitan Stadium Commission. From 1983 

to 1991 Ron held the position of Chairman of the Commission 

and was instrumental in bringing the Super Bowl and the Final 

Four to the Metrodome in Minneapolis. For a youngster who 

never got to go to college, he had accomplished a lot. However, 

one cherished item in his life was still missing. 

Ron never received his Combat Infantryman’s Badge. He 

received his second Purple Heart. But, through an odd Army 

snafu, for the short time he had been awaiting his new boots and 

helping out as a typist in Korea, his MOS had been changed to 

Clerk on his papers. In the Army’s mind Ron was a clerk, not an 

infantryman in Korea, and nothing would change its belief.  

For the next 57 years Ron engaged in a drawn-out battle with 

the government to get his cherished award. “It just meant so much 

to me, “ Ron said. “As far as I know I was probably closer to death 

than I was to life. You know, you just feel cheated, just like there 

is something missing.” 

Former Governor Tim Pawlenty pins gold bar to Ron Gornick’s jacket to 
mark his promotion to 2nd Lt

Please turn to GORNICK on page 60  



56

May-June 2022May-June 2022                                                                                                                                                        The GraybeardsThe Graybeards

Lieutenant Warner, my wingman, was right behind me in line. 

Snapper was next, and his wingman, Ensign Dragstin (we never 

called him anything but “Drag”) was right behind him. 

“I’m right with you, Snapper!” replied Drag instantly. 

“Tum south! Turn south!! You’ll soon be over friendlies!”  

Simultaneously I broke off my run at about 3,000, and 

made a wide circle to the right. A split second before, destroying 

that Red truck convoy had been important business. Now it didn’t 

amount to a piddle! Saving Snapper was the one and only signifi-

cant job for all of us. 

“This is Snapper One! My cockpit’s filling with smoke! 

I must be on fire somewhere forward!” 

All this and more had happened in split seconds and 1ess 

than split seconds. Snapper had managed to head south, and Drag 

was with him, but in the hilly terrain over which we were flying 

they had both passed out of sight of Warner and me. We had used 

up time circling to try to find out what the score was. Warner and 

I were now heading after Snapper and Drag, but we couldn’t see’ 

em yet. We heard everything, though; through our radio headsets-

and it was pure murder to have to 1isten to! Drag: “Snapper, you 

are on fire! Repeat. You are on fire! Prepare to bailout!” 

For seconds there was silence in my head set. Then Drag 

came in again, 1oud and clear: 

“Snapper! Your aircraft is blazing! Bailout! For God’s 

sake bailout now!” 

Again there was a brief interlude of gobbledygook, and 

then Drag came back on the air, giving the rest of us a blow-by-

blow: “Snapper’s gone over the side, but he hit the stabilizer, and 

he’s hung up there! His aircraft is about to dive in flames!” 

Grimly we flew after the two of them. For the moment 

there was nothing else we could do. Then Drag again: “He’s fall-

en free! His’ chute’s opened! He’s on the way down.” 

Another aching moment, and then Drag came in again 

“My God Snapper’s fallen out of his’ chute harness!” 

Luckily Drag’s last report was wrong. His medication 

and ration pack had broken free from Snapper’s gear, but Snapper 

was still riding the parachute, although we were all pretty sure he 

was landing in enemy territory. 

“I’m right with you, Snapper,” Drag yelled into his 

mike, although of course the man in the parachute couldn’t hear 

him. But how truly Drag spoke certainly he himself didn’t know! 

He was with Snapper, and he was to stay with Snapper. Thirty 

minutes maybe a little longer  later he would fly his aircraft full 

throttle into the side of a low Korean mountain and meet death 

instantly in a tremendous red ball of exploding high octane gaso-

line and ammo. 

We’d find Drag’s body later; identify it by the teeth; and 

bring it back stateside for proper burial. But, unfortunately, none 

of us knew those things then, and we concentrated on trying to 

protect Snapper on the ground. 

Snapper wore two revolvers so he might have a chance 

against any individual Red who happened along. Meanwhile three 

rescaps that had been on the mission with us and had been cir-

cling high started dropping down. Circling the spot, Drag gave us 

the dope: “He landed on a small knoll, got to his feet, and pointed 

to his stomach, then rolled into a shallow ravine where he’ll be 

screened from enemy fire. He must be wounded. I have his chute 

in sight!” 

Drag was orbiting the spot at treetop level. About this 

time, Ensign Fant, who’d been flying one of the “rescap,” joined 

Drag over Snapper. “I’ve got Snapper in sight,” Fant told the rest 

of us, who were closing fast.  

“He’s lying on his back and pointing to his belly. There’s 

a guy in a little shack about 200 feet away who keeps trying to 

reach Snapper. I don’t know whether the guy’s a friendly or not, 

but we’d best take no chances. I’m going to run him back into the 

hut every time he shows his nose!”  

And that’s exactly what Fant did! Every time the Korean 

showed in the door of his hut, Fant gave him a burst. He wasn’t 

firing for effect; just to keep the guy from reaching Snapper and 

possibly doing him harm. 

Warner and I arrived at the scene just in time to see Drag 

get it. Fant was watching Drag and told us what had happened:  

“He must have been hit bad by small arms fire from the 

ground,” said Fant. “I saw him slump over the controls. Then his 

aircraft went out of control, and flew right into the side of a hill.” 

They’d been orbiting over Snapper at tree-top level for 

nearly a half hour, and the small arms fire the Reds were putting 

up was rough! There wasn’t an aircraft without a dozen or so bul-

let holes through it. 

“Has anybody notified the ship?” I asked over the radio 

circuit.  

“Not that I know of,” said Fant. 

“Okay,” I told him. “I’ll climb to 10,000 and pass the 

word back.” With that I started climbing, but I never got high 

enough. 

Force had put some F-51s Mustangs over Snapper to fly 

rescap. These were reinforced by several carrier aircraft diverted 

from another mission, and we finally heard that a copter was on 

the way to snatch Snapper off the ground, right under the noses of 

the Reds. 

“They’ll get him!” I kept telling myself. “They’ve just 

got to get him!”  

All the way back to my own carrier I kept repeating 

those words, or variations of them. Because it was just plain 

inconceivable that we could lose the Snapper. We knew where he 

was, didn’t we? We had the coordinates. Men and aircraft were on 

the job.  

“Yes, they’ll get him!” I told myself fiercely-but some-

how, deep down in my heart I feared I was lying, and I was! 

Because they didn’t get Snapper-and I don’t suppose any man on 

this earth will ever really know why! 

When the helicopter arrived at the spot which the 

rescaps were circling and where Snapper should have been there 

was no trace of him, nor any trace of his chute either! They both 

disappeared as if by magic! 

“Snapper” Garrison was the leader of the Bitter Birds.” 

“So long, Snapper! We did our best.”  

Just another story of the Bitter Birds.

BIRDS from page 8



57

The GraybeardsThe Graybeards                                                                                                                                                        May-June 2022May-June 2022

MIA Soldier Honored in Albany, NY

Sgt. Howard R. 

Belden, a 

Korean War solider 

from Warren County, 

NY, whose remains 

were identified on 

October 14, 2021 by 

the DPAA, was hon-

ored in a 45-minute 

tribute in Albany on 

April 19, 2022.  

New York State 

Assemblyman Matthew Simpson’s, veter-

ans groups, and elected leaders from 

Albany, Columbia, Greene and Rensselaer 

Counties and other places gathered at the 

Albany Korean War Memorial for the cere-

mony. There was a second tribute on Friday, 

April 22, in Veterans Memorial Park in 

Hague. 

Belden, a native of Hague, NY was clas-

sified as missing in action during the Battle 

of Chosin Reservoir on Dec. 1, 1950. He 

was 19 when he died. Sgt. Belden was 

buried with full military honors at Arlington 

National Cemetery on May 12.  

Albany County Executive Dan McCoy 

delivered opening remarks at the memorial. 

Simpson and New York State Senator 

Daniel Stec were in attendance to honor 

Belden with the New York State Liberty 

Award and an Assembly resolution to honor 

his heroic service. The awards included a 

Purple Heart with Oak Leaf Cluster. The 

dignitaries were joined by the Albany High 

School Color Guard and Patriot Guard 

Riders. 

Belden was at least the third area resi-

dent whose remains were returned follow-

ing a 2018 summit with North Korea. The 

others were Army Cpl. Walter A. Smead, of 

Hadley, who was identified in September 

2021, and Army Pfc. John Martin, of 

Schuylerville, who was accounted for on 

September 24, 2018 and interred in 

November 2018. All three were involved in 

the Battle of Chosin in North Korea.  

Smead was a 

member of Battery 

A, 57th Field 

Artillery Battalion, 

7th Infantry 

Division. He was 

reported missing in 

action on Dec. 6, 

1950, after his unit 

was attacked by 

enemy forces as they 

attempted to withdraw near the Chosin 

Reservoir, North Korea. 

Martin was a member of Medical 

Company, 32nd Infantry Regiment, 7th 

Infantry Division. He was among the 

approximately 2,500 U.S. and 700 South 

Korean soldiers assembled into the 31st 

Regimental Combat Team (RCT), which 

was deployed east of the Chosin Reservoir, 

North Korea, 

NOTE: Thanks go to Peter E. Noonan of 
Albany, NY for bringing this story to our 
attention and to the Albany Times-Union 
newspaper for writing about it. The forego-
ing account is based in part on that paper’s 
4/17/22 article/  

New York State 
Assemblyman 
Matthew 
Simpson 

Albany, NY, County Executive Daniel P. McCoy 

New York 
State 
Senator 
Daniel Stec 

Cpl. Walter A. Smead 

Sgt. Howard R. Belden 

We received word just before 
going to press that Retired 

1SGT Eddie Lee Bell, Sr., 74, of 
Copperas Cove, Texas passed away 
on May 25, 2022. Eddie was a 
KWVA Director and National VAVS 
Director. He was buried on June 1, 
2022 with full military honors at the 
Central Texas State Veterans 
Cemetery in Killeen, TX. 

The KWVA will miss Eddie Bell 
and the services he provided. RIP, 
Eddie L. Bell. 

Director Eddie L. Bell receives final assignment

Eddie L. Bell, Sr.

KWVA National 
Director, Eddie L. Bell, 
Sr. has a word with 
Charles D. Baker, 
Governor of 
Massachusetts at the 
association's Board of 
Directors meeting in 
Boston on May 20, 
2022
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Feedback/Return Fire 

This section of The Graybeards is designed to provide feedback—and generate more feedback. It gives readers the opportunity to 
respond to printed stories, letters, points of view, etc., without having to write long-winded replies. Feel free to respond to whatever you 
see in the magazine. As long as it’s tasteful and non-political, we will be happy to include it. If you want to submit ideas, criticisms, etc. 
that you prefer not to see in print— with your name attached to it—then we will honor that. Make sure to let us know, though. 

Mail your “Return Fire” to the “Feedback Editor” at 2473 New Haven Circle, Sun City Center, FL 33573-7141; E-mail it to: 
sharp_arthur_g@sbcglobal.net, or phone it in to (813) 614-1326. Whatever the medium you choose, we welcome your input.

,

Update on museum 
In the March/April 2022 issue of the Graybeards there is an 

article on p. 18 about the Korean War Museum project. I recently 

responded to another vet who asked about the museum in a pre-

vious issue, with a copy to you, referring to an article that I sub-

mitted that you published. The letter that I wrote to you then was 

dated January 31, 2019, so the published version must have been 

in an early 2019 Graybeards. (It is reprinted below) 

The Truman Library spent 29 million dollars to add a Korean 

War wing, containing the Korean Museum artifacts which we 

gave to them without charge. The new section was completed in 

the spring of 2020 and was about to open when the pandemic 

came and they had to shut down. In the latter part of 2021 they 

reopened, but only for a few hours a day and only for a limited 

number of visitors.  

I am happy to report that they are now opening fully. On April 

25th they will be open from 9 to 5 six days a week and on May 

8th, Mr. Truman’s birthday, they will be fully open to visitors 9 

to 5 seven days a week, gift shop and all. We now have a Korean 

War Museum as a part of this facility and anyone who donated 

artifacts to the Korean War Museum should know that those 

items are part of this collection. 

Since it appears that interest in this is reemerging, you may 

want to put this information out again. If you have any questions 

I would be glad to respond to them. 

Sgt. Robert J. Mitchell, B-1-7, 1st Marine Division 

 

January 31, 2019 

I was a member of the Board of Directors for the National 

Korean War Museum. Sadly, despite many years of hard work 

the decision was made to shut the effort down, which we did last 

year. I don’t know what else we could have done, crossing the 

country as we did talking to corporations, foundations, celebri-

ties and many wealthy Korean vets. When even the latter group 

failed to respond it was clear that we had to accept the reality of 

the situation, which we did. 

Over the years many Korean veterans and families of veterans 

donated a great deal of material and artifacts and the last thing 

that we wanted to happen was to see those items scattered all 

over the map, so we decided that any potential recipient had to 

take it all. That immediately ruled out many museums, but then 

we had a stroke of luck. One of our Board members initiated 

contact with the Truman Presidential Library in Independence, 

Missouri, and they agreed to take it all. 

The Library Director has just advised me that they will be 

closing down later this Spring until 2020, to do a major renova-

tion of the Library that will be able to accommodate a greatly 

expanded treatment of the Korean War chapter of Mr. Truman’s 

legacy, and will be able to display Korean War artifacts and 

archival material, including what we gave them. The reopening 

date will coincide with the 75th Anniversary of Truman becom-

ing President, in April 1945.  

I cannot think of a better home for our collection than this. 

This was, after all, Mr. Truman’s War. It also means that there 

will be a Korean War Museum after all, in this expanded area. 

Please feel free to use any or all of this in the Graybeards so that 

our Korean War comrades and our many donors will know the 

outcome of this effort. 

As an old Korean Marine veteran of the War, giving the public 

the opportunity to learn about this War and the impact it had on 

South Korea and the world at large, is very important to me per-

sonally. We saved a country and its’ people and I will always be 

proud of that. 

Sincerely, 

Robert J. Mitchell, Baker-1-7, 1st Marine Division, 

3021 Rosefield Dr., Houston, TX, 77080 

713-939-8880, kwvarjrn@aol.com 

Harry Painter 
I enjoyed reading the letter from Lt. Col. Alfred J. D’Amario 

in the March-April 2022 Graybeards concerning the crash of Lt. 

Harry Painter into the Han River. I was also an F-80 pilot during 

the time he reported on, in the 36th Fighter Bomber Squadron, a 

brother unit in the 8th Group.  

The incident he reported triggered my memory, so to refresh 

it I consulted KORWALD, the Korean War Aircraft Loss Data 

Base. This is a data base that records all aircraft losses and dam-

aged aircraft for United Nations units. It includes the aircraft, 

personnel involved, person’s unit, known circumstances, and 

crew status.  

Lt. Harry Painter of the 35th Squadron is listed as flying tail 

number 521209 crashing into the Han River on 9 December, 

1952. His status is listed as “MIA” in the record I consulted, 

which was dated 2015. This would indicate that nothing more is 

known. This data base contains 4,055 entries. The list I consulted 

was sorted by individual involved and another is available by 
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event date. 

The disappearances in combat losses are not unusual. 

However, in Painter’s case, the fact that the crash was observed 

creates an interesting mystery. Another situation that occurred in 

a number of instances was where an aircraft was observed in 

flight and subsequently disappeared. One such case involved fel-

low Pilot Training Class 52B and 36th Squadron mate Lt. Cecil 

Clyott. 

On September 1st of 1952 Clyott was flying #3 in a flight or 

4 F-80s on a Replacement Training mission over the Haiju 

Peninsula when the flight entered a cloud bank. When the flight 

left the cloud, Clyott’s F-80 was nowhere to be seen. There was 

no radio call and no report by the radar controller. There was no 

indication of a crash on the ground and a later RESCAP mission 

found nothing.  

Two more examples of the sacrifices of our men in the Korean 

War. 

George Robert (Bob) Veazey, Sr., 3317 Ocean Shore 

Ave., Apt. 1115, Virginia Beach, VA 22451, 

rapidrobert817@gmail.com  

Duck hunting?  
As a 92-year-old Navy veteran of the Korean War I am curi-

ous about the conditions for requirements on being a KWVA 

member, (I renewed my membership recently.) 

I was a crewman aboard USS Bremerton (CA-130), operating 

up and down the east coast. We were engaged in regular coastal 

bombardment. One action was an entry into Wonsan Harbor in 

company with two carriers, including USS Boxer 
(CV/CVA/CVS-21, LPH-4). Both of them remained outside the 

harbor, mounting a massive aerial attack. We rescued one pilot 

who was shot down and crash landed beside our ship. 

Okay, now: I never feared for my life at any time, other than 

the remote chance of an air attack or underwater mine. So, I feel 

I qualify as a Korean War veteran, even though I can’t hold a can-

dle to the deathly conditions the land soldiers confronted. 

So, what is this Korean War Defense Association for those 

who showed up after the cease fire? I cite the lengthy article 

“Yuck” in the new magazine (March/April 2022, p. 54), detailing 

the thrills of duck hunting in 1953 Korea. That’s an insult to the 

heroic land soldiers. 

Ronald Wasnock, 224 Columbus Ave.,  

Port Angeles, WA 98362 

CT & CS Map Coordinates 
In the March-April 2022 Graybeards, p. 20, you ask the mean-

ing of CT and CS in the map coordinates. Here is my take on it.  

The Military Grid Reference System (MGRS) is made up of 

100,000 meter squares and C represents the square that distance 

from the meridian passing thru Greenwich, England. The T and 

S represents the squares that many meters north of the equator. 

The MGRS is derived from another grid system. 

Jack Hayne, robes49er@gmail.com 

Hello, Corporal Bob Harbula 
I just received my March/April 2022 copy of the The 

Graybeards and was delighted to read your extensive subject 

article, “Home for Christmas Offensive 1950,” p. 10. After my 

U.S. Army 27th Combat Engineer Battalion landed at the Pusan 

Perimeter @ 0300 hours, 9 September 1950, we too were expect-

ing to be home for Christmas. However, as you so elegantly 

pointed out in your article, matters didn’t work out that way, 

especially when those 500,000 Chinese crossed the Yalu River 

and got into the act. 

My unit was in direct support of US 7th Infantry Division. It 

was evacuated into the Yellow Sea. We pulled back to much bet-

ter positions beyond Seoul. Your article is not only very detailed, 

but fascinating and interesting as well, and brought back many 

memories when I served as a squad leader in my old very first 

fighting unit, the 27th Combat Engineer Battalion.  

I was skilled in roads, helipads, landing zones, airfields, float 

and fixed bridges, demolition, landmines and booby traps, and 

still am. Take care, my Marine combat friend, and foxhole buddy. 

I thank you ever so much for your service, as well this very fine 

and interesting article you wrote and presented to the Graybeards 

magazine for us all to read and enjoy.  

Stay safe and well. Peace! 

Charles J. Barber, Sr., Command Sergeant Major,  

US Army (ret.), csmbarber48@verizon.net 

He kept us honest  
I am writing this to inform you of the passing of Robert D. Hall of 

Bellingham, Washington on April 5.  He was to be 97 in June. His son 

Alan, who lived with him, informed me.  

As you may recall he was a prolific, articulate writer in his mis-

sives to Graybeards, as he was a retired high school English teacher 

who was heavy into WWII and Korean War history. When one of us 

did not get our facts right in our writings he was all over it, but in a 

NH 102465-KN Insignia: 
USS BREMERTON (CA-130) 
Emblem of 1950s vintage 

Above, at Hunters Point 
Naval Shipyard, San 
Francisco, California, on 21 
November 1951. She was 
recommissioned for Korean 
War service on 23 November 
after having been in reserve 
since April 1948. Official 
U.S. Navy Photograph, now 
in the collections of the 
National Archives.
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good way. 

He connected with me when I wrote ‘’The Last 33’’ to inform me 

that he too was in the First Ordnance Battalion. He was chief clerk in 

Ammo Company and I was a high speed radio operator and tele-

phone lineman in HQ Company. I had landed at Inchon on 9/15/50 

while he arrived in February 1951, having been a recalled reservist. 

He had served in Hawaii at the close of WWII. 

I had a lot of interaction with Ammo Company personnel in the 

field, but he was desk-bound, so our chances of meeting were nil. 

However, we shared stories of similar experiences and things 

observed given our environmental proximity. We may have unknow-

ingly met. Interesting. 

Over the past few years we kept in contact through email, written 

correspondence, and a few phone calls. He was a good man. 

I’m sure that you are aware that you and your staff produce the 

best veterans magazine, by far. Given their budgets as larger organi-

zations they should go hide in the comer. 

Gordon Provost, 4600 S 2400 W,  

Roy, UT 84067, 423-367-3017, gwpro@centurylink.net 

EDITOR’S NOTE: I, too, appreciated Bob Hall. He was a faith-

ful correspondent who often corrected real or perceived factual errors 

in The Graybeards. I learned a lot from him, and I will miss his long 

letters and emails. Semper Fi, Bob  

Info about the Commemorative Service Medal for 
“Atomic Veterans”  

I read in the March/April 2022 issue that Congress passed the 

Commemorative Service Medal for “Atomic Veterans” who partici-

pated in atomic testing. Needless to say, this award is long overdue. 

I am asking for information regarding the rewarding process, reg-

istering for issue, when it will be awarded, and any information per-

tinent to receiving the award. 

I was a member of Company G, 3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment, 

Camp Pickett, Virginia in the summer of 1954 when units of the reg-

iment were flown to Yucca Flats, Nevada, for the test firing of the 

2870mm artillery weapon (Atomic Annie). Troops were in trenches, 

a safe distance from the explosion, after which we marched to 

“ground zero.”    

Please advise me what I need to do to be awarded this prestigious 

and historic medal. Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

Michael G. Alexander, CSM U.S. Army (ret.) 

1120 M. Spalding Dr., Bel Air, MD 21014 

410-879-8090, alexfriz@comcast.net 

EDITOR’S NOTE: To the best of our knowledge the criteria for 

awarding the medal have not yet been established. Consider this: 

“Commemorative Service Medal For Atomic Veterans 

“The Pentagon said it must go through several steps before send-

ing medals to veterans. They must establish eligibility criteria, design 

a medal, find the funding for and procure the awards, and establish 

procedures to apply. 

“We are working diligently to finalize the medal’s design, to devel-
op and coordinate eligibility criteria, and to submit the proposed eli-
gibility criteria to the Committees on Armed Services of the Senate 
and House of Representatives for comment pursuant to [the law],” 
said Lisa Lawrence, Pentagon spokesperson. (Italics added) 

“The fight for legislation has been spear headed by the National 

Association of Atomic Veterans. They hoped the recognition would 

improve disability benefits for veterans through the Department of 

Veterans Affairs and the Justice Department. 

“The recognition often means a lot more to the spouses and the 

children of the veterans than the atomic veterans themselves,” Kiefer 

said. “This has been a much tougher battle than it should have been.” 

https://Commemorative Service Medal For Atomic Veterans, Finally 

| Advice For Veterans 

If anyone has additional information please let us know. 

EDITOR’S NOTE: People interested in learning more about 

“Atomic Annie” and its possible use in Korea during the war are 

invited to pick up a copy of Arthur G. Sharp’s masterpiece,  “Atomic 

Cannons and Nuclear Weapons: A Mystery of the Korean War.”   

Looking for Chosin bridge droppers or crossers 
The Air Mobility Command Museum at Dover Air Force Base, 

Del., is proud to announce the official rededication of C-119C 

“Flying Boxcar,” Tail No. 48-0352, which took part in the Battle of 

the Chosin Reservoir in December 1950. This aircraft and seven oth-

ers of the 61st Troop Carrier Sqdn and 314th Troop Carrier Group 

dropped M2 Treadway bridge sections that allowed thousands of 

U.S. Marines, soldiers, and Allied personnel to escape almost cer-

tain death or capture at the hands of communist forces. Jeff 

Brown, the editor of the Museum’s newsletter, Hangar Digest, is 

hoping to interview anyone who took part in the Chosin battle, 

crossed over that life-saving bridge, or who helped with this Air 

Force rescue mission. 

Contact Mr. Brown at piffbrown1898@gmail.com or by call-

ing 302-492-0766. 

Jeff Brown, Editor, Air Mobility Command Museum 

Foundation, Dover AFB, DE. 

Over the years a number of congressmen tried to help Ron get 

his records straightened out. Finally, the Minnesota Inspector 

General’s Office was able to convince the Army that Gornick was 

really an infantryman. His record was corrected after an interview 

with MajGen Mim O’Brien. So it was that at a meeting of the 

Minnesota Employer Support of the Guard and the Reserve held 

at the Golden Valley Country Club on May 12, 2008, General 

Larry Shellito awarded Ron his Combat Infantryman’s Badge and 

promoted him to Staff Sergeant.  

However, there was more to come. Later in the evening 

Minnesota’s Governor, Tim Pawlenty, Commander-in-Chief of 

the Minnesota National Guard, took the floor and commissioned 

Ron to the rank of Second Lieutenant that he had been promised 

those many years ago in Korea.  

“I could have gone right through the floor,” Ron remarked. “I 

had written that off a long time ago.” 

So, as the old saying goes, “Good things come to those who 

wait.” But, 57 years was a long time to wait. 

Charles A. Stepan, who served with KMAG, assumed his final 
duty post on 9/22/2017. We publish this article from our vault in 
his honor.

GORNICK from page 55
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J. Robert Lunney navigates peacefully to next port 

J. Robert (Bob) Lunney, a Korean War 

hero, died peacefully at age 94 on 

March 10, 2022, with his wife and son 

at his side. Korean War veterans in par-

ticular will remember him for his role in 

the Hungnam evacuation following the 

Battle of Chosin and his efforts to find 

and repatriate the remains of Americans 

left behind in Korea.  

Bob, who served aboard SS Meredith 

during the Hungnam evacuation, was a 

Navy veteran of WWII. He enlisted at 

age 17 and served with the Naval 

Amphibious Forces, Pacific 1945-46. 

During the Korean War he served with 

the Military Sea Transportation Service 

as a staff officer (Inchon Landing; 

Hungnam Evacuation). His awards 

include the Navy Combat Action 

Ribbon, Merchant Marine Gallant Ship 

Citation and the Korean Presidential 

Unit Citation. His Gallant Ship Citation 

commended him for his courage and 

resourcefulness in participating in “one 

of the greatest marine rescues in the his-

tory of the world” at Hungnam, North 

Korea during December 1950.  

As Chosin veterans will recall, he 

served on SS Meredith Victory, which 

carried 14,000 refugees to safety from 

Hungnam. His post-Korean War accom-

plishments were numerous. He earned a 

Bachelor of Arts degree (1950) from 

Alfred University, and a Doctor of Law 

degree (1954) from Cornell. He served 

five years with the Department of 

Justice as an Assistant U.S. Attorney, 

SDNY (1955-1959) and later spent nine 

years with Shearman & Sterling. He 

eventually established his own firm, 

specializing in litigation.  

Bob retired from the Navy Reserve 

as a Captain in 1987 after completing 

43 years of service. Following that the 

Governor of New York promoted him to 

Rear Admiral in the New York Naval 

Militia. In 1994 the Navy decorated 

Admiral Lunney with the Navy 

Distinguished Public Service Award, 

the highest form of public service 

recognition bestowed by the Navy.  

In 1997 and 1998 Admiral Lunney 

observed joint operations by American 

and North Korean military personnel in 

North Korea recovering American war 

dead and conferred with the North 

Korean Ministry of Foreign Affairs on 

POW/MIA issues. All Korean War vet-

erans owe him a gratitude.  

Bob was on the board of the Lavelle 

School of the Blind for over forty years. 

Anyone who wants to honor his memo-

ry is invited to donate to the school, 

which was a very important cause to 

him and his family @ https://www. 

classy.org/give/265259/#!/donation/che

ckout. 

He will be greatly missed. 

Admiral Robert J. Lunney 

The remains of long time Korean War 

Veterans Association member Warrant 

Officer George V. Lampman, USMC, 

Retired, were laid to rest at the Arlington 

National Cemetery on Thursday, April 28, 

2022.

WO Lampman laid to rest 
The flag is presented 
to WO Lampman’s 
four children: Lilli, 
Margaret, Robert, 
and George

Honor Guard Marines carry WO Lampman’s remains to the funeral serv-
ice site
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PART III 
By Moses Glidden 

Jesse’s daughter Tanya Perkins says, 

“My dad and Linda are a working symbio-

sis. Two very different individuals working 

together almost perfectly; and they can 

read each other’s minds. Each knows what 

the other needs before the other says a 

word.” That is my take on their marriage 

while videotaping in their mountain home 

outside Dewey/Humboldt. Jesse and Linda 

are on the biblical beam of, “And the two 

shall become one.” 

Speaking of the bible and miracles, 

General MacArthur gets to set one in 

motion on the 15th of September 1950 at 

Inchon, and although John Hughes and 

Dave Rogers don’t come in with that tide, 

they do have front row seats when Seoul is 

retaken. 

Once the capital Seoul is secure, Dave 

Rogers’ nose leads him into the O.B. 

Brewery, temporarily unoccupied territory. 

Zipping off to Headquarters motor pool to 

heist a water wagon, Dave double times 

back, filling it to the brim with O.B. Beer. 

Thirsty soldiers fresh off the front lines 

appreciate Dave’s providential acquisition, 

and crown Dave Rogers “King of Korea” 

in the ensuing suds chug-a-lug contest! 

Next morning, Dave shakes those same 

boys awake with, “Hey, you bums! Grab 

your toothbrushes and let’s finish this 

mouthwash!”  

A different driver makes a refill run two 

days later. Once it’s topped off, the driver 

makes the mistake of climbing the vat lad-

der to check the beer level. There, floating 

in the vat, are two bodies, ROK prisoners 

shot and thrown in by North Koreans as 

they bug out. Must be hoping to poison 

incoming GIs. Driver brings back the 

water wagon with the new info, and onto 

the horns of dilemma is tossed: “TO BEER 

OR NOT TO BEER!”  Half of the men 

draw a brine-line at floating dead men—

John is one—and halt their part in the beer 

bust. The other half continue their forage 

and drink it dry—Dave Rogers is in this 

camp. 

Asking Jesse Perkins if he has a closing 

story to match John’s, he smiles and says, 

“It was in August 1950, and I’m one of the 

drivers chosen to pick up and transport 

USO personnel from Pusan to where the 

show will be. Up to this time, our enter-

tainment has been Armed Forces Radio. 

My favorite song at the time is Frankie 

Lane’s “Mule Train.” Now we are getting 

live USA stars! Jack Benny is the headlin-

er, along with a western band, and the 

female star of the 1949 movie, Life of 

Riley, Rosemary DeCamp. And in my 

jeep, it’s just me and Rosemary! She’s 37, 

and I’m 18, but she’s beautiful! And 

charming! I float along in love with her! If 

she asked, I would drive her from Pusan to 

Paris! 

“We arrive, everything gets set up, and 

the western band kicks it off. The GIs love 

it. In the middle of a western tune, Jack 

Benny slowly walks in off the wings with 

his violin. And just stands there. The boys 

cheer, and when the band finishes their 

tune, the leader turns, and says to Jack 

Benny, ‘Hey mister, can that fiddle do any 

good?’ And, of course, Jack does his little 

entry of “Love in Bloom”—and stops. 

Stands there. The great Jack Benny pause.   

“The leader asks, ‘Is that it?’ and Jack 

adds a little more of the same tune. The 

disgusted leader tells the band, ‘Let’s give 

the boys some ‘Orange Blossom Special,’ 

and they jump into it, tearing it up. Now 

Jack Benny lifts his violin into position. Is 

he really ready? I hear somewhere Benny’s 

a classical violinist, so, what’s next? Then 

Benny cuts into ‘Orange Blossom’ like a 

Sabre jet, most incredible fiddling I’ve 

ever heard!!!   

“The band is Jack’s afterburner, and the 

GIs all stand and start hollering and jump-

ing up and down. For ten minutes Benny 

and the band go like crazy together!!! And 

when they stop playing, the GIs just go on 

and on cheering, whistling, hollering 

hoarse. Gotta be about the best show I’ve 

ever seen. And just try to imagine what a 

transport this is for front-line grunts!” 

Now, can anyone sum up the unending 

Korean War? “Some lived and some died, 

and war is terrible?” or that insipid slogan 

late in the war, “Die for a Tie?” 

Where MacArthur would drop 60 atom-

ic bombs on the border between North 

Korea and China to create an impassible 

hazard, our Secretary of State Dean 

Acheson proposes the containment of 

communism. The first is manly and dra-

matic. The second is iffy, without defini-

tive borders of time or place. “Yet Dean 

Acheson’s plans—the Truman Doctrine, 

the Marshall Plan, the NATO alliance, con-

tainment, the global ideological and strate-

gic challenge to the Soviet Union—now 

seem as unassailable as if he had brought 

them down from the mountain on stone 

tablets” (Kagan, 111).  

MacArthur’s stature as a courageous 

and a brilliant tactician will never be over-

turned, yet it is important to note that his 

vision was not always sharp and deep. Just 

before the North Koreans initial attack in 

1950, MacArthur’s headquarters deter-

mined that “the possibility of an attack by 

North Korea against 

Prayers On The Perimeter 

Jesse Perkins and 
John Hughes meet in 
Wyoming in 2018 
after a 67-year sepa-
ration
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the southern republic was practically out of 

the question. Despite the withdrawal of 

most American troops, the South Korean 

troops were so well armed and trained that 

they were clearly superior to those of the 

Communist north; our greatest task, we 

were told, was to restrain the South 

Koreans from resorting to arms to settle 

their difference with the north’” (Chace, 

280).   

Reminds me of our 24th of January 

1968 when the North Korean assassina-

tion team snuck into South Korea and 

almost reached their goal of cutting off 

President Park’s head and taking it back to 

Pyongyang. President Park was so 

incensed, he wanted to invade North 

Korea, especially with the Pueblo incident 

following it by two days. General 

Bonesteel had to convince President Park 

that we couldn’t fight North Vietnam and 

North Korea at the same time. Our 2nd 

Infantry Division was up on the mountains 

trying to catch them going back and it 

never got up to freezing the whole two 

weeks. 

When Acheson is asked about contain-

ment policies, he says, “We have a greater 

opportunity to be effective in Korea than 

anywhere else on the Asian mainland” 

(Acheson, “Crisis in Asia”). Acheson 

“described as the ‘imperative step’ for 

MacArthur’s forces that they ‘find a line 

that we can hold, and hold it’” (Gilbert, 

891). 

Acheson has direct contact with presi-

dents from FDR through JFK, but his true 

admiration and friendship goes out to “the 

accidental president, Harry Truman....a 

hack haberdasher who had spent his polit-

ical life as a cog in Missouri’s Pendergast 

machine.” Acheson’s biographer, James 

Chace, says “Truman never really had a 

close male friend, until, toward the end of 

his life, he found one in Dean Acheson” 

(cited in Kagan). 

Isn’t it a ponderous thought that in the 

highest echelons of secretary of state and 

president, friendship is as vital to life as we 

see it is down in the ground pounders and 

four-wheelers like Jesse Perkins, John 

Hughes, Dave Rogers, David Morningstar, 

Ruth Morningstar Kelley, Vicki Hughes, 

and Linda Perkins. It is in the blood of the 

battle that the policies of Acheson and 

Truman are worked out. Yet we see how 

after-war-repercussions of battle can be 

assuaged by the deeper bonds of friend-

ship. And how veterans’ women join the 

battle with the balm of Gilead, and because 

Yogi knows “It ain’t over till it’s over,” 

while Destiny stretches way around the 

bend of anyone’s vision.  

“Britain’s envoy Oliver Franks was 

long time friends with Secretary Dean 

Acheson and said of Acheson during this 

Korean crisis, ‘He came to believe that the 

United States had an appointment with 

destiny, from which there was no way out 

but for the nation to lead and bend its 

whole energies to ordering the world.  He 

could be irascible, romantic, short-tem-

pered. But [Acheson] was a blade of 

steel’” (Hastings, 62). 

Acheson, like Truman, is a man of faith, 

and his belief in “an appointment with des-

tiny” can only mean that God is in on this 

deal. Acheson believes America has an 

important role in defending “free peoples.” 

Though Jesse Perkins and John Hughes 

weren’t up to their ear lobes with what and 

where Korea is when the war is on, certain-

ly Acheson and Truman are. Kim Il Sung 

invades South Korea on 25 June 1950, and 

on the 26th of June Truman addresses the 

weeping Korean Mission members in 

Washington, D.C. One of the Korean lis-

teners is Han Pyo Wook, First Secretary at 

the South Korean Embassy.  

“Han is impressed by Truman. Like 

some Americans and many foreigners, he 

forms a picture of a somewhat homespun 

President, a hick from the sticks. Instead, 

now, in the flesh he sees a smiling, self-

assured statesman. ‘We admire your peo-

ple and their struggle in adversity,’ Truman 

tells the visitors. ‘Your soldiers are fighting 

bravely. Please convey my appreciation of 

this to President Rhee. I tell you two 

things: many years ago, when Americans 

were fighting for their independence, at 

Valley Forge, our soldiers lacked food, 

medicine, clothing. Then some friends 

came and helped....In 1917, Western 

Europe was about to fall to pieces, 

Europeans were in despair, but some 

friends went over and helped 

them’” (Hastings, 59). 

As the Koreans were leaving, Dean 

Acheson hands them “a statement promis-

ing full United States support for the 

United Nations resolution to support South 

Korea in this dark hour” (Hastings, 59). 

The next day the Korean Mission hears 

“President Truman promising immediate 

United States air and naval support for the 

Korean armed forces. Then the Koreans 

wept again. 

Douglas MacArthur later writes, ‘I 

could not help being amazed at the manner 

in which this great decision was being 

made. With no submission to Congress, 

whose duty it is to declare war...the mem-

bers of the executive branch...agreed to 

enter the Korean War....All the risks inher-

ent in this decision—including the possi-

bility of Chinese and Russian involve-

ment—applied then just as much as they 

applied later (Hastings, 59-60). 

What any of us can do—and, often the 

best we can do—is to pray for our leaders 

and for Korea, both North and South. If 

anyone says Korea was a waste of time and 

men, just say, “South Korea is now a work-

ing democracy that sends out more 

Christian missionaries than any other 

country. It’s Korean, U.N., and USA forces 

that stop Kim Il Sung in his evil tracks 

from doubling the size of North Korea! 

Shudder at this thought! 

Think how dismal things were for the 

John Hughes and Jesse 
Perkins with truck in 
Wyoming in 2020
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disciples when Jesus was arrested and tried 

and crucified. All was lost. Yet, three days 

later, when they beheld Him resurrected, 

they were turned from terrified losers to 

men who would go anywhere and face 

anything just to tell the Good News. So we 

are participants in the longest war in recent 

history, and it ain’t over yet. But it has 

always been in God’s hands and it always 

will, and it will work out for His Glory. 

I thank Dr. Paul Kim, our National 

Chaplain, for his “Word” in each issue, a 

true man of our Lord. And a great thanks 

for the editor Art Sharp and his grit and 

guts in fighting the good magazine fight. 

And thanks to you veterans who fought 

and served in Korea—nothing is in vain, 

and all will work together for God’s glory. 

Finally, quoting our National Chaplain, 

Dr. Paul Kim, “Most of us are at an age 

where we must prepare to depart from this 

world. I pray you will be saved so that you 

can spend eternity with the Lord. May you 

find hope in Jesus Christ!” (The Graybeards, 

p. 21, July-August 2021) 

And I thank the amazing quartet of sol-

diers—Jesse Perkins, David Morningstar, 

John Hughes, Dave Rogers—that became 

such a loving adventure as they come alive 

to me through the grace of God. And 

David Morningstar’s sister Ruth 

Morningstar Kelley! And Linda Perkins 

and Vivki Hughes! 

I remember driving my M48-AC tank 

up to the DMZ in the spring of 1967 and 

seeing wrecks of tanks from the Korean 

War along the way. Unforgettable. Then a 

little coincidence at the VA dentist office in 

June 2021 brings all that time and all those 

men together in my focus. And their fami-

lies too! Might not get together with them 

in this life, but I have the assurance I will 

be with them in Eternity. 

 

Moses Glidden, writer, assists from: editor 
Dinah Glidden;  content-specialist daugh-

ter Zara Glidden; photo girl, daughter 
Glory Glidden Arellano, and book procur-
er, editor, and colleague  Dr. Kenneth  
King. 
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David Morningstar’s Bio:  

HHC Company, 35th Infantry 

Regiment, Korean War 

“Not For Fame or Reward, Not For 

Place or For Rank, But in Simple 

Obedience To Duty as They Understood 

It” 

“The 35th Infantry Regiment 

Association salutes our fallen brother, PFC 

David Alexander, RA16267626, who died 

in the service of his country on September 

3rd, 1950 in South Korea. The cause of 

death was listed as KIA. At the time of his 

death David was 19 years of age. He was 

from Detroit, Michigan. David’s Military 

Occupation Specialty was 4761-Infantry 

Reconnaissance Scout. 

The decorations earned by PFC David 

Alexander Morningstar include: the 

Combat Infantryman Badge, the Bronze 

Star, the Purple Heart, the National 

Defense Service Medal, the Korean 

Service Medal, the United Nations Korea 

Service Medal, and the Republic of Korea 

War Service Medal. 

Private First Class Morningstar was a 

member of the 35th Infantry Regiment, 

25th Infantry Division.  He was Killed in 

Action while fighting the enemy in South 

Korea on September 3, 1950.  In addition, 

Private First Class Morningstar was 

awarded the Korean Presidential Unit 

Citation. 

David was a member of the Intelligence 

and Reconnaissance Platoon, Regimental 

Headquarters, 35th Infantry. 

PFC Morningstar is buried in the 

Arlington National Cemetery, Section 34 

Site 2541.

David Morningstar’s medals

Now Hear This: 
All comments concerning, or contributions for publication in The Graybeards should be sent to: Art Sharp, Editor, 

2473 New Haven Circle, Sun City Center, FL 33573-7141 or emailed to:  sharp_arthur_g @sbcglobal.net
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This is kind of a pictorial history of a rifle platoon in Korea: Fox Co. 2nd Platoon, 180th Regimental Combat Team, with a few historical pic-
tures of my family thrown in. They are just some of the pictures I have in my album, many of which I took with a Brownie box camera even 
while under fire. 

David F. Pressey, 1170 Mariano Dr., Ojai, CA 93023, 805-646-1967, RPierret@hickorytech.net

Platoon outpost above Kumsong North Korea. About 40 men manned 
this outpost. When we took over the hilltop, it was a forest. Shell fire 
and heavy machine guns left a mess, April 1952. 

Front line position taken over from the 24th ID in January. Bitter cold. 
Constant shelling artillery and mortars. Some snipers. 

Sherman tank next to one of my machine guns. Chinese blew off tread 
and engine compartment, January 1952. 

FOX CO. 2ND PLATOON, 180TH REGIMENTAL  
COMBAT TEAM IN KOREA 

Bayonet training on Mt. Fujiyama in 1951 at Camp McNair 
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Clump of dead Chinese soldiers on frontlines in January 1952 

Draw where mess trucks brought hot food. Artillery and mortars 
destroyed trucks and quad-fifty half-tracks. One hot meal with hot lead 
cured us from hot meals. One meal was enough for time on the front 
and outposts.

Taken from Navy APA troopship on way to Inchon in January 1952. The 
Navy convoy was transporting the 40th to Korea.

The approach to the frontlines with infantrymen armed with rifles, car-
bines, grenades and bayonet. No machine guns. We rebuilt our machine 
guns from cannibalized and “liberated” (read stolen) parts.

One of my machine gun emplacements in April. On platoon outpost sur-
rounded by Chinese controlled area. A dangerous position. 
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The frontlines in January with thousands of U. S. infantry facing thou-
sands of Chinese in the Taebek Mountains in January. Down to 30 below 
zero. Cold was an enemy equal to the Chinese. 

1952: Chinese controlled area in the Taebek Mountains. The hills were 
full of hidden trenches, bunkers and rifle pits.

Surrender passes

Typhoon Ruth at Camp McNair on Fujiyama, 1951. The camp was totally 
destroyed. 
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Another picture of Navy convoy heading to Inchon. The Navy men were 
very kind to us and we had the best chow we ever had as infantrymen, 
including pies, cakes, fresh food, and fresh baked bread while on APAs. 
We were trained for amphibious landings. However, lncheon was a 
secured beach in 1952. 

Aircraft defense - 160 Infantry Regiment - Pre WWII 

160th’s tanks, pre-WWII 

My brother and self at Exposition Armory about 1938. He served with 
the Wolfhounds from the Naktong Bulge to North of Pyongyang and sub-
sequent retreat. Wounded and decorated. Served in the 160th Infantry 
as a Medic as well. I am the short dark headed kid. John was the red-
head—from his Scottish and Irish grandmothers probably. 

The delegation I led to Korea on the return to Korea. You will recognize 
the buildings where the Armistice was signed. 

Captain Eaton leading the 160th Infantry at Camp San Luis Obispo in the 
1930s. My father is the 6th man back. His captain was one of my gener-
als in Korea, but he didn’t know me since I was a low-ranking enlisted 
man. 
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My father in his 1st Division/40th Division uniform 

1952: Another view of Chinese controlled area in the Taebek Mountains. 
The hills were full of hidden trenches, bunkers and rifle pits. 

Troops manning outpost above Kumsong, North Korea

Troops showing machine gun at Kumsong, North Korea outpost 

Soldiers at outpost above Kumsong, North Korea 

David Pressey 69
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F
inally, my ‘pipeline’ to Korea came to an abrupt end in 

the summer of 1952. What greeted me on the Han River 

approaching the harbor of Inchon was a distinct fetid 

odor which, after a while, induced nose fatigue. The ori-

gin of the fetid odor was the use of human excrement. 

Human waste was manually collected for agricultural fertiliz-

er to be used in the rice paddies throughout the countryside. In 

the subsequent months, I would unknowingly become a contrib-

utor to the disagreeable aroma. 

It was an unusually humid day in July as I ascended the path 

outlined in river rocks painted in white leading to the headquar-

ters of the 65th Puerto Rican Regiment. I thought that the path’s 

stone markers were a bit incongruous for a combat headquarters. 

Even stranger, I passed two tall elegant enclosed latrines which 

jutted out and over a depressed dirt trail.  

Above the door’s black handle hardware were the words 

painted in white, “Solo Officials.” This was a military expression 

of restrictive segregation even in a war zone. At the time, it meant 

for me that the latrines were off limits. As a precautionary meas-

ure, I had left my gold bars in my duffel bag. 

However, when I arrived at my front line infantry company 

there were no latrines visible. At the front, reality kicked in. What 

was available would remain with all the fighting men who served 

on the long thin line of the Main Line of Resistance (MLR). The 

memory of those exquisite latrines at regiment was a stark con-

trast to what waited for me.  

If I were able to express in a few kind words for the front facil-

ities it would be, “Don’t linger.’’ Also, rank did not have its priv-

ileges. All comers were welcome regardless of rank. You brought 

your own GI toilet paper to a wooden box placed in the open sit-

uated on a reverse slope a short distance to the rear of the MLR. 

Urinals were simply black ammunition shell packing tubes. 

Then there came an opportunity to renew my acquaintance 

with the regiment’s latrines. After six months I was ordered, 

along with a scout dog named “Stark” and his handler, Corporal 

Nason, to report to General Maxwell Taylor, Commander-in-

Chief, at headquarters in Seoul. The general wanted to learn of 

the scout dog’s role in leading patrols safely into and out of no-

man’s land.  

“Not too short,” says 1st Lt. George Bjotvedt to his barber 

1stLt. George Bjotvedt checks out his slick hair cut 

Cpl Delgado of 65th Puerto Rican Regiment and mortar pit in the back-
ground 

¿Donde esta la letrina? 
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At regiment, I received my orders to report to 8th Army head-

quarters. With the orders neatly tucked in my fatigue pocket. I 

headed down the glamorous path passing the two tall latrines. 

Why not? It was early afternoon. My silver bar was plainly 

visible on the steel helmet. Everything inside was as I expected 

to find in a rest room. There were a toilet holder with soft white 

2-ply paper and a small gravity-fed wash sink with a paper towel 

dispenser above it. The crude wooden opening was embellished 

with a white enamel toilet seat purchased in Japan. 

Before I could rest my buttocks on the toilet seat there was a 

loud shrieking voice from down below with the distinct words, 

“No, No, GI!” Looking down the hole, I saw a smiling Korean 

who gave me a snappy salute as he placed an empty receptacle 

exactly under the hole.  

Back on the toilet seat, I reasoned the gentleman didn’t want 

my “contribution” to be lost or missing in action. 

George Bjotvedt, V.M.D.,  
7345 E Cozy Camp Dr.,  

Prescott Valley, AZ 86314 
EDITOR’S NOTE: The nearby photos of Lt. Bjotvedt and Cpl 
Delgado are not related directly to this article. They are 
holdovers from a previous article which somehow escaped pub-
lication. So, we include them here.  

Propaganda leaflets turned into toilet paper 

PAMPHLETS from page 23

Our guys, using American inventiveness, gathered up big gobs of 

the pamphlets with the intent to use them as toilet paper, which we 

were short of. 

Then we crossed the famous 38th Parallel on our way to the 

North Korean capital Pyongyang. Our forward units picked up 

speed, dashing towards the Yalu River, the border between China 

and North Korea. 

We arrived in Pyongyang and were assigned to no-frills concrete 

buildings in what was the West Point of North Korea, where their 

officers were taught leadership and the tools of war. As for us, it was 

the first time in months that we slept under a roof in actual beds, 

even though they were made of, you guessed it, concrete....for 40 

cold December nights.  

During that time we walked through the city's very quiet neigh-

borhoods....quiet because the people were afraid. Then hordes of 

Chinese soldiers stormed our forward units chasing us all the way 

back into South Korea in what General MacArthur claimed was a 

''second'' war. 

Paul Harrison, 1057 Waldrick Dr., Pittsburgh, PA 15237 
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The morning after July 27, 1953
By Tom Moore 

According to the Korean War Armistice Agreement, Volume 1, 
Ar ticle I, “(Military Demarcation Line) DMZ, shall be fixed and 
both sides shall withdraw two (2) kilometers from this line, so as 
to establish a Demilitarized Zone between the opposing forces. A 
Demilitarized Zone shall be established as a buffer zone to pre-
vent the occurrence of incidents which might lead to a resump-
tion of hostilities.” 

In Ar ticle II - A - General, 13.a - “Within (72) hours after this 
Armistice becomes effective, withdraw all of their military 
forces, supplies, and equipment from the Demilitarized Zone, 
except as otherwise provided herein. All demolitions, minefields, 
wire entanglements, and other hazards to the safe movement of 
personnel of the Military Armistice Commission or its Joint 
Observer Teams, known to exist within the Demilitarized Zone 
after the withdrawal of military forces therefrom.” 

What happened to UN troops who were in the DMZ when the 
Agreement was signed and the postwar transition was upon 
them? Terms of the Armistice Agreement required that Eighth 
U.S. Army Korea (EUSAK) components carry out a number of 
major tasks following the end of active hostilities. As stipulated 
by the cease-fire, United Nations troops (UNC) all along the front 
were to withdraw to a new Main Battle Position (MBP) south of 
the Main Line of Resistance (MLR). A Military Demarcation Line 
(MDL) was established between enemy and friendly positions, 
corresponding to the end of the war battle lines. Each side pulled 
back 2,000 yards from this MDL, with the combined 4,000 yard 
buffer strip being known as the...  

Demilitarized Zone (DMZ).   
A continuous double-strand barbed wire fence, known as the 

No-Pass Fence, or No-Pass Line, was erected 200 yards below 
the southern boundary of the DMZ by infantry units manning the 
MLR. Appropriate marking signs in Chinese, Korean, and English 
were placed at regular intervals along the fence, prohibiting 
unauthorized entry. 

Beginning late on 27 July 1953, the U.S. military modified 
mission became that of withdrawal to, and organization of, the 
post-armistice MBP, establishment of the No-Pass Line, and 
defense of the new position in readiness for any possible 
resumption of hostilities by the enemy. Most UN troops felt at the 
time the cease-fire was only a temporary peace. There was an 
attitude of skepticism and watchful waiting and little disposition 
or time for celebration. Their feeling was one of restlessness and 
expectancy. 

Some of the infantry was assigned the mission of defending 
the forward general outpost line (GOP) across the front. The reg-
iments, battalions, and companies began withdrawing from the 
DMZ to move to their new MBP early on the morning of 28 July. 
For the first 72 hours after the armistice, troops were engaged in 
a maximum effor t to tear down installations, salvage for tification 
materials, and physically move out of the DMZ. Infantry units 
were responsible for this destruction and salvage work within 
assigned sectors, with Corps of Engineer assistance and super-

vision, as available. 
The priorities for the first 72 hours were recovery of bodies, 

recovery of ordnance, and removal to company supply dumps, 
removal of all combat equipment to supply dumps, and destruc-
tion of field for tifications, and the salvage of all bunker timbers 
and other building materials from the old MLR sector. 
Remember, Ar ticle II -A. General 13.a stated that within 72 hours 
after the armistice was effective, “all military forces, supplies, 
and equipment must be removed from the DMZ.” This also 
applied to the destruction of all for tifications within the DMZ. 

It became evident quickly that it would be impossible to com-
plete the entire job of dismantling and salvaging MLR for tifica-
tions within a three-day period. With the maze of post-truce 
orders, there were sometimes breakdowns in communications 
to the “pick and shovel” level troops. In some areas bunkers 
were filled in with ear th and later had to be excavated in order to 
salvage materials. The communists were having the same prob-
lems, so it was agreed to extend the original 72 hours to an addi-
tional 45-day period, or until 13 September 1953. 

All salvage materials removed from the DMZ were placed in 
dumps, where they would be readily available for use in building 
the new battle positions. The troops worked around the clock. 
Dismantling bunkers was a huge problem of the salvage pro-
gram. More than 500 bunkers were reclaimed from MLR materi-
als and installed in the new positions. 

As Korean War “bunker dwellers” know well, most of the 
bunkers were built of 12x12 timbers buried deep in the ground 
and fastened together with 10- to 16-inch spikes. Infantry organ-
ic tools and equipment were inadequate to dismember bunkers 
so constructed.  Crowbars, picks, shovels, pinch-bars, and 
sledge-hammers were all in shor t supply. Engineer equipment 
and other tools were not stockpiled in sufficient quantity to but-
tress a demolition program of such magnitude.  

In places where the terrain permitted operation of bulldozers 
their use drastically shor tened time uncovering bunkers. Where 
these bunkers had been emplaced on reverse slope positions of 
steep hills, however, the timbers had to be removed by hand. The 

Please turn to JULY 27 on page 79  

It became evident quickly that it 
would be impossible to complete the 
entire job of  dismantling and sal-
vaging MLR fortifications within a 
three-day period. With the maze of  
post-truce orders, there were some-
times breakdowns in communica-
tions to the “pick and shovel” level 
troops. 
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 Membership is Our Strength 
It’s not the price you pay to belong, It’s the price you paid to become eligible to join
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Ongoing Series 
Remember that we have ongoing series for which we are always looking for submissions. Among them are: 
• Where I was on July 27, 1953 
• Humor in Korea 
• How I joined the KWVA 
We will continue the series as long as we receive your stories. Please send your submissions to Arthur G. Sharp, 2473 New Haven Circle, Sun 

City Center, FL 33573. 
Editor’s Office Hours 

Bear in mind that the editor is not a full-time employee of the KWVA. He maintains approximate office hours. They are 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. eastern 
standard time, Monday through Friday.   
Photo Captions 

Whenever possible, please identify the subjects in photos you submit. We realize that is not always possible, especially in group photos. But, 
when you can, identify them, use designations such as (R-L), (L-R), (Standing, L-R), (Seated, L-R), etc.  And, please write subjects’ names as 
legibly as possible. We can usually figure out who the KWVA members are, but we cannot guess at non-members’ identities.  
Photo Limits 

From time to time we have to limit the number of photos we include with Chapter or Tell America news. We receive a lot of submissions in both 
categories, and we have a limited number of pages. So, in the interest of fairness, we try to spread the coverage.  

The Graybeards Submission Guidelines
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Rev. Patrick Francis Healy, Korean Veteran, RIP
By James Patterson 

The COVID-19 lockdown gave me the 

great honor to meet, though remotely, the 

Rev. Patrick Francis Healy, Chaplain, St. 

Michael’s Chapel, the Soldiers’ Home in 

Chelsea, Massachusetts. Rev. Healy was born 

on June 1, 1921. He served 23 years in the 

U.S. Army, including service in Korea. 

Approaching 100 years old, he said he felt 

“about 55.” 

I first wrote Rev. Healy to thank him for his service in Korea and 

Vietnam. I enclosed gifts of a book of U.S. postage stamps and a 

bookmarker from the Library of Congress (LOC). He wrote back 

with thanks. He especially liked the LOC bookmarker, with its beau-

tiful color photograph of the magnificent ceiling of the Library’s 

Jefferson Building Main Reading Room. He said it brought back 

fond memories. 

Rev. Healy said that as an alumnus of the Catholic University of 

America, located in Washington, D.C., he spent hours at the LOC for 

his M.A. degree. Rev. Healy gifted me one of his books, “Vietnam 

Vignettes.” It is filled with photographs and stories. 

In the book, Rev. Healy honored the work of the women and chap-

lains, including U.S. Army, French nuns, Australian nurses, and 

American teachers on sabbatical. He wrote they were all heroines. 

Based on correspondence, articles, and books that Rev. Healy 

shared with me, he was the ninth of ten children of Patrick and 

Catherine Healy, immigrants to Boston from Kerry and Limerick, 

Ireland. Father Healy loved America, his family, his church, and the 

U.S. Army.   

[NOTE: Our correspondence included letters, articles, and books 

that Rev. Healy shared with me. After my above description, I here-

after use “correspondence” to mean “letters, articles, and books.” I 

accept your editorial decision on this matter.] 

In 1947, at age 26, Healy was ordained as a priest. His parish 

priests, he said, inspired him to join the priesthood. “They cared. And 

I wanted to be like them,” he recalled. 

After serving as a missionary in Japan, Rev. Healy joined the 

Army. He served 13 months in Korea in the mid-1960s. He served 

two tours in Vietnam. My dad’s Korean Army service helped mature 

and educate him, he once said. My dad joined the Army at 19 years 

old. He served in Korea from 1953-1957. 

Healy said his service in Korea and Vietnam matured him. 

Though he was constantly surrounded by danger, he said he was 

never afraid. “I was in the hands of the Lord,” he commented. 

In May 2021, Rev. Healy described his service in Vietnam to the 

Boston Herald. He told the paper that he often said mass from a Jeep, 

using the hood as his altar. He recalled the soldiers with whom he 

served were from 18 to 25 years old. 

Healy described giving the last rites to soldiers mortally wounded. 

“It’s really an amazing moment to be with someone who is dying like 

that,” Healy told the Boston Herald. “At a moment like that, you want 

to try to give them some sense of peace.” 

Healy recalled that soldiers who were dying often cried out for 

their mothers. In letters, Healy told their mothers that “their sons were 

wonderful people, and they talked about home often.” 

In the late 1990s Healy retired while at the U.S. Military Academy 

at West Point, N.Y., after 23 years in the Army. Rev. Healy was the 

recipient of three Bronze Stars and the ‘V’ device for heroism and 

valor. 

In the foreword to “Vietnam Vignettes,” retired U.S. Army Major 

General Hugh Joseph Quinn, wrote of the valor and heroism of 

“Father Pat.” Quinn said that Healy flew over 1,000 missions in 

Vietnam to offer mass and encouragement to troops. 

Rev. Healy eventually came out of retirement to serve as chaplain 

at St. Michael’s Church at the Soldiers’ Home in Chelsea. Major 

General Quinn noted that “Father Pat” was “the chaplain who has 

unretired the most of any military chaplain.” 

Rev. Healy’s advice to military personnel and their families was to 

“read the Scriptures and love your neighbor as yourself.” He added, 

“No matter what religion you are, we all have the same God.” 

During the COVID-19 pandemic, Rev. Healy served last rites to 

the brave elder veterans at the Soldiers’ Home in Chelsea as compas-

sionately as he served the brave young soldiers in Korea and the jun-

gles of Vietnam. He “cared” for them. 

Writing to Rev. Healy was a learning experience for me. I learned 

about caring from Rev. Healy’s long life of service and compassion. 

I learned also that one’s senior years can continue to be years of 

accomplishment, service, and encouragement to others. Rev. Healy 

was a blessing. I will long remember this wonderful man.   

On June 1, 2022, Rev. Healy would have been 101 years old. He 

would have celebrated 75 years as a priest. Rev. Healy died on 

January 18, 2022. 

Rev. Healy’s last gift to me was a 2022 pocket calendar from St. 

Michael’s Chapel, the Soldier’s Home. It arrived in early January 

2022. I am happy knowing that he thought of me during his time at 

St. Michael’s. Rev. Healy was as fine an Irishman, American, Soldier, 

and Christian as I have ever met. 

Here is an excerpt from his obituary: 

“He attended St. Mary’s grade school in Charlestown and Boston 

Latin and Boston English high schools, before entering Holy Angels 

Collegiate Institute in Buffalo, NY, the minor seminary of the 

Missionary Oblates of Mary 

Immaculate.  In 1940, Fr. Pat 

entered the novitiate in 

Tewksbury, MA, taking his first 

vows on September 8, 1941. He 

made perpetual vows 3 years 

later at the Oblate residence in 

Essex, NY. He was ordained to 

the priesthood on June 2, 1947 in 

Washington, D.C. by Bishop 

The last gift Fr. Healy sent James 
Patterson



77

The GraybeardsThe Graybeards                                                                                                                                                        May-June 2022May-June 2022

Arsene Turquetil, OMI, retired bishop of Hudson Bay, Canada.  

“After ordination, he was assigned as a teacher at Holy Angels 

Collegiate Institute in Buffalo, NY, and continued in 1951 at the new 

Bishop Fallon High School in Buffalo.  He later was a teacher at the 

Oblate minor seminary in Newburgh, NY for 4 years, before volun-

teering for the Mission of the Oblates in Japan, where he served for 

13 years as rector of the seminary and treasurer of the mission. In late 

1965, while on vacation in the US, he was a passenger on an Eastern 

airlines flight which was involved in a mid-air collision outside New 

York City, and he spent several months recuperating.   

“He then joined the US Army as a Chaplain, serving until 1980 in 

Korea, Okinawa, Vietnam, Germany and Japan. He received the 

Nation Defense service Medal, the Vietnam Campaign and Service 

Medals (with 3 bronze stars) among many other military decora-

tions.” 

James Patterson is an Associate Member of the KWVA. Reach 

him at jepdiplomat@gmail.com 

Army Cpl. Lawrence L. Brown, 21, of Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 
killed during the Korean War, was accounted for Feb. 14, 2022. 

In late 1950, Brown was a member of Company M, 3rd Battalion, 
9th Infantry Regiment, 2nd Infantry Division. He was captured by 
Chinese People’s Volunteer Forces on Nov. 26, 1950, in the vicin-
ity of Kujang, North Korea, when his unit was attacked. Following 
the war, returning American prisoners of war reported that Brown 
died at Prisoner of War Camp #5. His exact date of death could 
not be confirmed, and was recorded as being March 31, 1951, the 
last day he could have still been alive based on POW testimonies.

 MIAs ID’d  
The remains of the following veterans have been identified recently:

By Therese Park 
NOTE: This is a classic story detailing why U.S. warfighters 
and their allies fought for the freedom of South Koreans. 
Their success led to success for many of the people whose 
freedom they saved. Moral? Success breeds success. 

In the spring of 1964, a year after my 

graduation from Seoul National 

University-School of Music, I was accept-

ed to study for a cello performance degree 

at Ecole Normale de Musique de Paris with 

one of the most distinguished cellists. 

Seeing me excited, my mother said, “Are 

you sure about going to Paris to study?” 

“Yes. Mother, as I’ve told you,” I replied. “After I get my 

degree from Paris, I want to move to America and be a mem-

ber of an American symphony orchestra. Of course, it’s up to 

God the Almighty!” 

She clacked her tongue all knowingly. “Have you heard 

the old saying that goes ‘A pond frog cannot survive in an 

ocean? You’re born here in a small country called Korea 

that’s now split in the middle, and the two sides are sworn 

enemies. But you want to fly thousands of miles away to 

France with a big dream, and when you get what you wanted, 

you want to go to America and get a job and live there. Is it 

a reasonable dream for a woman?” 

“Mother, I’m not a pond frog as you think I am,” I defend-

ed myself. “Have you heard of the old saying: ‘A dragon can 

rise from your backyard creek?’ All things are possible if you 

set a goal for yourself.” 

“Don’t talk like a man,” she nailed each word. “You’re a 

woman.” 

“That’s precisely why I want to leave the country, Mother. 

The Korean culture demands women to be subservient to 

men, ignoring their abilities, and even silences their voices 

with the proverb: ‘When a hen crows, the home collapses.’” 

Mother rolled her eyes. “They also say, ‘A stubborn mule 

grows horns on its rear end.’ You’re so stubborn. What kind 

of man can handle a stubborn woman like you?” 

To make a long story short, I pursued my goals in Paris. I 

was fortunate. In May 1966, knowing I’ll finish my degree, I 

sent letters to several American orchestras enquiring about a 

cello position in their orchestras, and the manager of the 

Kansas City Philharmonic called me on the phone, while 

other orchestras responded with the same message: “You 

must be a member of the Musicians Union before you can 

play an audition.” 

Speaking French, the manager of the KC Philharmonic 

informed me that their conductor, Mr. Hans Schwieger, was 

on a concert tour of Germany at the moment and that I could 

play for him in a town called Karlsruhe that Friday, at such 

hotel, at six p.m. before he was scheduled to conduct the 

town’s orchestra. Like in a dream, Mr. Schwieger hired me. 

After moving to Kansas City in October 1966, I wrote to 

Mother: “This pond frog is now living in the ocean named 

America. Believe it or not, Mother, many pond frogs like me 

are living here in America. And here, many hens crow daily, 

and no roosters even try to stop them. Won’t you like to come 

and visit this ocean of freedom and opportunities?” 

NOTE:  Therese Park, a regular contributor to our magazine, 
is the author of “A Gift of the Emperor,” “When a Rooster 
Crows at Night,” “The Northern Wind,” & “Returned and 
Reborn?” Reach her at http://www.theresepark.com. 

Yes, Mother, a Pond Frog can live in an Ocean 

Editor’s office hours 
Editor Sharp’s office hours, such as they are, are 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. EST, Monday-Friday. He is not an employee of the KWVA, 
so his hours vary.
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ALABAMA 
EUGENE A. PAWLIK SR. 

ARIZONA 
WILLIAM E BENDER 
THOMAS F. COOK 
RAYMOND L. FRAZIER 
DOUGLAS H. GRINDSTAFF 
NICK LOZZI 
CLIFFORD H. MILLER 

ARKANSAS 
LESLIE DEE UPTON 

CALIFORNIA 
JOHN J. BAKER 
DR. DOUGLAS N. CAIRNS 
ELIOT M. CALLENDER 
ALAN S. DOCTOR 
DR. STANLEY J. GROGAN 
WILLIAM L. OSENGA 
CHARLES W. PRUETT JR. 
LEE E. SCOTT 
CHARLES C. TROUT 
SAMUEL L. WALDEN 

COLORADO 
DAN L. PETERS 
REX GARLAND REID 

CONNECTICUT 
JAMES M. DERWIN 
PHILIP R. ERBES 
DWIGHT H. SLOCUM SR. 

DELAWARE 
DONALD K. SMITH 

FLORIDA 
KEN U. BEASOCK 
BOYD M. GUTTERY 
THOMAS HORAS 
DAVID L. LAVERY 
WILLIAM C. LOSE 
ELMER S. MAYES 
HARRY H. REIFENBERG 
NOLEN O. RIFE 
ROBERT H. ROGERS 
FRANK J. ROONEY 
LARKIE L. SNOW 
THOMAS A. SULLIVAN 

GEORGIA 
FRANK S. AZZINARO 
JERRY M. GILL 

HAWAII 
GEOFFREY T. CHOW 
ANTOKU KOBASHIGAWA 

IDAHO 
LOIS LEE MOORE 

ILLINOIS 
JAMES G. BEAIRD 
NORMAN L. JANSSEN 
ROBERT L. LABREE 
DONALD A. LOHENRY 

INDIANA 
LACY C. BARNETT 
HERBERT W. DILLMAN 
WILLIAM M. ISON 
ROBERT R. UPTGRAFT 

IOWA 
RICHARD W. CAREY 

KENTUCKY 
WILLIAM R. HOUP 

LOUISIANA 
ERNEST S. BENOIT 

MAINE 
BERNARD R. ADLER 
ARTHUR J. BONENFANT SR. 
WALTER REZENDES 

MARYLAND 
KENNETH F. DOLLENGER 
WILLIAM B. FOX 
DOMINIC J. NAPLES SR. 
FREDERICK H. PUHL JR. 
MARSHALL L. PURNER 
CARL P. REBELE 
ROBERT W. ROELKEY 
NORMAN R. ‘BOB’ ROSEN 
COL WILLIAM E. ‘BILL’ WEBER 

MASSACHUSETTS 
DONALD R. CALMAN 
LEONARD J. DEPALMA 
JOHN L. HOURIHAN 
ELMER W. MATTSON 
PATRICK E. MCCARTHY 
BERTRAND REMY 
ROY H. THOMAS 
THOMAS L. VAGES 

MICHIGAN 
HARVEY F. DETHLOFF 
ALBERT W. ‘ALBER’ LEE 
ROBERT L. SNYDER 

MINNESOTA 
STIRLING TOMLIN 

MISSISSIPPI 
CLAUDE M. HARTLEY 

MISSOURI 

BILL C. BRANSON 
LEWIS H. SMITH 
NICHOLAS ZAK 

NEBRASKA 
GARY WAYNE BARROWS 
DAVID M. WIPFLER 

NEVADA 
CHARLES E. LEANY 
JAMES A. MORDECAI 
RONALD D. MOSNER 
EDWARD E. SANDELIUS 

NEW JERSEY 
ROBERT E. BLANCHARD 
JAMES V. CALISTA 
THOMAS J. FALATO 
STEPHEN MAGLIONE 
RALPH W. MOYER 
JOHN G. NICARETTA 
HAROLD R. PETERSEN 
PATRICK R. PULUSE-BUI 
STANLEY SHAPIRO 

NEW YORK 
JAMES F. CHARETTE 
BETTY REYNOLDS DECORA 
JAY B. DIXSON 
JOHN C. DRESCHER SR. 
JOSEPH P. FOLEY 
RICHARD C. HASTINGS 
ROBERT A. KRAFT 
ALBERT J. MELISKO 
AUGUST H. MICHAELS 
HARRY M. ORDEMANN 
WILLIAM F. PROCTOR 

NORTH CAROLINA 
THOMAS F. MANGRUM 

JOHN C. ROOD JR. 

NORTH DAKOTA 
ROBERT G. LONG 

OHIO 
ALLAN R. BALLARD 
JAMES C. BALLI 
JOHN P. BURNS 
GERALD A. DAVIS 
RICHARD G. FRANCE 
DONALD L. HARRISON 
GEORGE J. KERBER 
HARVEY MCMILLAN 
FRANCIS K. ROSIER 
BILLY G. SHARP 
ROBERT E. SITLER 
EDWARD L. ZORETIC 

OKLAHOMA 
JAMES L. ‘JIM’ THOMPSON 

OREGON 
DONALD D. BILLS 
RONALD L. ‘RON’ DUKE 
PAUL E. FRYKBERG 
ARVIN HANCOCK 
ROBERT F. LANYON 
URVIN F. STEVENS JR. 

PENNSYLVANIA 
GEORGE N. CHERRY 
CARL L. CRAMER 
WILLIAM H. LINK 
LEWIS J. MEYERS 
BRUCE E. SWEITZER JR. 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
CHARLES W. JONES 
DONALD E. MARSHALL 
EDDIE H. WOOTEN 

SOUTH DAKOTA 
JOHN R. JOHNSON 

TENNESSEE 
ALVIN A. STORM 
VANCE W. WALKER 

TEXAS 
LOUIS BAFO 
JAMES T. CONLEY 
JOSEPH J. DOMAGALA 
HOWARD M. FISH 
EARNEST V. HAMBRICK 
NORMAN K. JURY 
LARRY P. PATTINGS 
GENE C. RICHARDS 
DONALD F. SESSUM 

VERMONT 
REV HENRY W. FLEMING SR. 

VIRGINIA 
GLENDON O. GRANDSTAFF JR. 
THOMAS N. MYERS 

WASHINGTON 
ERIC BERNSTEIN 
ROBERT D. ‘BOB’ HALL 
GILBERT W. LOOMIS 
RICHARD PITSCH 
GEORGE SHIN 

WISCONSIN 
EDWARD J. ‘JACK’ ADAMS 
DALE R. KING 
JOSEPH KOLGAT JR. 
FREDERICK J. ‘FRED’ SAGE

Last Call
All of us in the Korean War Veterans Association extend our sincere sympathy to the families and friends of those listed below. May 
they rest in peace.

Death Notice of a Member of KWVA 

The following notice is submitted for publication: 

Name of deceased ______________________________________________  

Date of death __________________Year of Birth ____________________  

Member #______________________Chapter ________________________  

Address ______________________________________________________  

              r Army  r Navy  r Marine Corps  r Air Force  r Coast Guard 

Primary Unit of service during Korean War ________________________________  

Submitted by __________________________________________________  

Relationship to deceased ________________________________________  

Send to:  Membership, P.O. Box 407, Charleston, IL 61920-0407
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ARIZONA 
LR50209          SUSAN K. KLEIN 

CALIFORNIA 
R050222          ADRIAN A. AGUILAR 
R050235          CHARLES W. CONE 

COLORADO 
LR50224          PAUL SCHLEGEL SR. 

FLORIDA 
LR50212          ANTHONY AGLIONE 
R050236          JIM T. ALFANO 
R050237          JOSEPH T. BARTON 
R050232          WILLIAM BROESTLER 
LR50215          DONALD A. CHERNOFF 
R050210          THOMAS M. ‘MARK’ LOWE 
R050213          RICHARD NEWELL 
R050238          PAUL J. REICHWEIN 
R050223          ERIC J. RYAN 
R050240          JOHN C. WARREN 
LR50208          ALLEN J. WEISS 

R050233          A EDWARD WRIGHT 

IOWA 
LR50225          ORLAND D. YEISLEY 

KANSAS 
LR50239          JOHN R. GOULD 

MICHIGAN 
R050241          JAMES WILLYARD 
LR50226          RONALD J. ZALESKI 

MINNESOTA 
LR50221          CLETUS E. SCHERTZ 

MISSOURI 
R050214          JOSEPH F. HOBBS 

NEBRASKA 
R050220          STANLEY M. SAKLAR 

NEVADA 
R050227          DOYLE C. BRANCH 

NEW JERSEY 
R050211          JOSEPH S. MARTIN 

NEW YORK 
R050207          ROBERT T. FOX 
R050234          JAMES A. GOURLAY 

OHIO 
R050231          BRIAN D. BROWN 
R050216          ED D. HEADLEY 
R050217          JENNA L. NOBLE 
LR50242          DONALD J. WHITAKER 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
R050230          JOSEPH R. PERRY 
LR50228          JOHN L. THOMPSON 

TENNESSEE 
LR50218          WALTER C. COOK 

TEXAS 
LR50219          GREGGORY C. DUNHAM 
A050243           BILLY J. JOHNSON 

WEST VIRGINIA 
LR50229          ROBERT J. WHITING

Welcome Aboard! 
New Members of the Korean  War Veterans Asssociation

latter was generally the prevailing situation. Basic equipment usu-
ally consisted of the troops and their ingenuity. It took time to get 
any dozer tanks working. They could only be used after having 
their guns removed, as required by the armistice agreement. 

Over 90 percent of the materials salvaged were usable in the 
new for tifications. What were some of the supplies salvaged by 
the troops? 

•  over 12 tons of T/E (Table of Equipment) material  
•  over 2,000 miles of signal-wire, barbed-wire, concer tina 3 

and 6-foot pickets and sand-bags 
•  timbers (from 3x8 to 12x12) that amounted to over 150,000 

linear feet and a total tonnage over 2,000 shor t tons 
After 13 September 1953 the work priority rever ted from 

destruction of MLR positions to construction of new perimeter 
defense sites, battalion blocking positions, coordinated fire plans, 
counter-attack orders, and evacuation routes. They had to be pre-
pared at all times for any act of enemy aggression. 

Another huge problem was the removal of ammunition to sup-
ply dumps, a laborious task. Other salvageable items found were 
M-1 rifles, helmets, armored vests, and quantities of blood-
serum. Friendly ammunition was difficult to salvage, because 
COP (Combat Outpost) stockpiles struck by enemy mor tar fire 
contained both damaged and live, usable ammunition mixed 
together. The troops unear thed unexploded mor tar and ar tillery 
rounds, often when filling in old trenches, knocking down 
bunkers, or recovering wire. Anti-personnel mines were also 
everywhere.  

We think of scenes from movies of our troops coming home 
from war, with bands playing and cheering crowds greeting 
them—but not so much with the Korean War. Where were the 
crowds and bands when the troops arrived back home? American 
citizens did not hear, read, or envision much about our DMZ war-
troops immediately after the Armistice. Those troops were per-
forming tedious manual labor, recovering salvage, etc., rather 
than preparing for a grand welcome at home.  

The heavy-duty drudgery was monotonous,  unglamorous 
work. It was done in tropical weather, with 103 degree plus tem-
peratures, high humidity and torrential rains that turned everything 
into a muddy quagmire. For them, the signing of the cease-fire 
meant pure misery, not a triumphant homecoming. Today, our mil-
itary would not give that post-armistice job to its stockade or brig 
prisoners. At least they weren’t being shot at any more.  
Reach regular contributor Tom Moore at tm103ps@yahoo.com. 

MOH from page 69

Have a Mini-Reunion? 
Send your photos and a short write-up to  

The Graybeards editor  

for publication! 
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U.S., Singapore, and Thailand air forces participate in Cope Tiger 2022 at Korat Royal Thai Air Base, Thailand 
U.S. Air Force Col. John Gallemore, 8th Fighter Wing commander, stands with Thai students in the district of 
MuangNakhonRatchasima, during a donation ceremony at Banchaimongkol School amid Cope Tiger 2022 at Korat 
Royal Thai Air Base, Thailand, March 16, 2022. Since Cope Tiger’s initiation in 1994, exercise participants have con-
tinued the tradition of charitable donations to local schools. (U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Jesenia Landaverde)


