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Buddy Epstein spent a day at Oceanside, NY, Middle School, where 
he recalled his experiences as a combat soldier during the Korean 

War. 
Bud Epstein, 170 W. Broadway,  
Apt. 8B, Long Beach, NY 11561

55 – NASSAU COUNTY #1 [NY] 

The Where, When, and Why of the Korean War  

Tell America

Buddy Epstein of Ch. 55 at Oceanside Middle School 

270 - SAM JOHNSON [TX]

Students present Colors at 
McNary High School in 
Oregon 

McNary High School in Keizer, OR, which has over 2,200 stu-
dents, held its 19th Living History Day on November 8, 2019. 

This is always a great event for the students and the veterans who 
come to share their military histories. This year there were about 35 
speakers.   
We go to the classrooms and tell our stories for 45 to 90 minutes. 
There are always a few questions for the vets and from the vets. The 
morning begins at 0700 in the commons, where we check in and are 
assigned a leadership class student as our guide, plus a JRAFROTC 
student, to assist us. In the "gathering" room there are coffee, juice, 
doughnuts, fruit, and cookies to give us the necessary energy for the 
day.   
The first class began about 7:20 and ran to 8:45. It was followed by 
an assembly programmed by the Leadership students. The JROTC 
Color Guard advanced the Ensign. A JROTC student performed the 
"Silent Drill," which students practice on their own time with M-1 
rifles. Excellent! 
The special guests this year were a "Rosie the Riveter" and a 
"Rosebud." Outstanding! The band/orchestra entertained us with a 
great rendition of Stars and Stripes, during which three young ladies 
played the piccolo solo. A quintet played the service songs to which 
we stood and were recognized. The military colors were advanced 
and dipped as the appropriate songs were played.   
Following the playing of “Echo Taps” the students returned to classes 

72 – OREGON TRAIL [OR]

JROTC student performs 
"Silent Drill" routine at 
McNary High School 

and we reported to the classrooms to tell our stories. The culinary 
class provided a very tasty and huge lunch of sandwiches, salads, 
punch and a huge assortment of cookies, after which we went back 
to the classrooms until the school day ended at 2:20. Each guest 
was presented with a gift and we were again escorted to our vehi-
cles.   
This program is a Leadership class project with guidance from the 
Leadership teacher. 

Bob Wickman, USN/USMC,  
Korea 1953-1954,  

Three members, Joe Seiling, B.J. Jiménez, and Dick Lethe, made Tell 
America presentations to 93 cadets at the Vines and Clark High 
Schools in Plano, TX on December 3, 2019. Since the schools are a 
short distance apart, the team started at Vines that morning and fin-
ished at Clark High School that afternoon. 
Seiling talked about the Pusan Perimeter, Task Force Smith, and the 
Inchon Landing. B.J. Jimenez talked about his ordnance experiences 
and what he learned as a 17 year old in a strange land. He also talked 
about the pride he felt from serving in the Army and retiring as a 
Command Sergeant Major. Dick Lethe, Tell America Director for the 
chapter, talked about his flying experiences.  He did night missions 
from his base in Japan while searching for enemy aircraft. 
Joining the speakers that morning was Dr. Jay Zo. Jay talked about 
hearing the explosions that Sunday morning of June 25, 1950, as a 
youngster in Seoul. He left copies of the book Stalag 65, a book be 
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translated about a young student confined in a POW camp during the 
Korean War. 
That afternoon the team was joined by Jerry Kasten, who taught at 
Clark High School and has spoken there several times. On this day 
he talked about how he was selected as a VIP photographer. His sto-
ries are always welcome to the students.  
Students showed a lot of interest in these topics and asked pertinent 
questions. 

Joe Seiling 

Joe Seiling, B.J. Jiménez, and Dick Lethe (L-R) of Ch. 270’s Tell 
America team  

Appropriate for “Wreaths Across America”  
Just took this photo yesterday.  It is located on the grounds 

of the Oregon Department of Veteran’s Affairs. It’s not the 
largest Korean War Memorial, but it is appropriate for 
“Wreaths Across America.”. 

Bob “Doc” Wickman USN, USMC, Korea ‘53 - ‘54, 
rcwickman@comcast.net

The Oregon Memorial

mailto:rcwickman@comcast.net

