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24 – CHARLES PARLIER [IL] 

On November 9, 2018, Chapter President Orval Mechling gave a 
presentation at Parsons Elementary School in Decatur, IL. On 

November 12, 2018, Gene Howell and Wayne Semple demonstrated 
the folding of the American flag while President Mechling read the 
meaning of each of the 13 folds at Enterprise Elementary School in 
Decatur. 

William Hanes, williamhanes@att.net

143 – GREATER RICHMOND [VA]

The article below was published in the November 13, 2019 edition 
of the Free-Lance Star, Fredericksburg, VA. It was submitted by 

Sara Coan. She wrote, “I have been given permission to share the arti-
cle with you and have it published in the Graybeards, with credit given.”  
Incidentally, Mrs. Sara G. Coan, M.Ed., is VFW National Teacher of the 
Year 2018 and a History Club Sponsor. She teaches 7th Grade History 
at Caroline Middle School.  

The story: 
Korean War veteran John Clatterbaugh told a group gathered at Caroline 
High School on Monday that he was born in Virginia in 1930 on the 38th 
parallel. Twenty years later, he found himself on the other side of the 
world at the 38th parallel, fighting with the U.S. Navy to protect South 
Korea. 
“I almost died there,” he recalled. 
During a Veterans Day celebration at the high school, where the imagi-
nary 38th parallel line runs, Clatterbaugh and others noted the service of 
American war veterans and a memorial established by Caroline Middle 
School students and teachers. 
Ruth Judd, a Caroline Middle history teacher and co-sponsor of the 
school’s history club, said she was proud of the students who worked 
to create and expand on the memorial. But she said it was all for the vet-
erans. 
She said veterans are “living history” and she wants the students to 
understand their important role in the past, present and future. 
Dozens of students from the middle school joined veterans from a range 
of U.S. wars; state and local politicians; and delegates from South Korea 
during the celebration. 
Caroline Supervisor Floyd Thomas said his father and grandfather fought 
in wars for the United States and that he was “honored” to be with the 
veterans in attendance. He also applauded the students for their work. 
“We’ve got to think about the future, too,” he said. “That’s what you 
fought for.” 
Korean officials became a part of annual Veterans Day celebrations at the 
high school after students from the middle school’s history club discov-
ered in 2013 that the 38th parallel runs through the front of the high 
school property. The students pushed to have a historical marker placed 
at the school, but that failed. 
That didn’t stop them. Instead, they built a memorial garden facing State 
Route 207, with a walkway of memorial bricks surrounded by roses and 
signs. 
After the memorial garden was created, Korean officials reached out and 
have joined in the Veterans Day celebration at the school since 2015. 
The students made the 38th parallel discovery while studying the Korean 
War. The war started in 1950, after communist forces from North Korea 
invaded the south, crossing the 38th parallel, a horizontal line that split 
the peninsula in two. 
The line had been created by the U.S. and Russia following the end of 

Folding the flag at Enterprise 
Elementary School 
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World War II. The U.S. 
supported South 
Korea; Russia backed 
the north. 
During the three-year 
war, 36,000 U.S. sol-
diers were killed. The 
losses from the North 
and South Korean 

armies totaled 620,000, and another 1.6 million civilians lost their 
lives in the war. 
U.S. Rep. Rob Wittman, R–1st District, said U.S. soldiers fought to 
allow Koreans the same rights Americans enjoy, and that is a “foun-
dation of what makes this nation great.” 
South Korean Brig. Gen. Pyo Se Woo said his country attended the 
Veterans Day celebrations as a show of honor to the U.S. and its sol-
diers for their sacrifice. He thanked the students for honoring the sol-
diers and Korea. 
“You are our hope and the future and are a reminder that the Korean 
War is not over—that there is work to be done,” he said before inviting 

students and teachers to visit the embassy in Washington. 
Clatterbaugh agreed, saying he fought in Korea to help “a free and 
deserving nation.” 
He now hopes to see the “divisive” 38th parallel line removed. 
“We pray for that,” he said, “and we hope we will see that in the near 
future.” 

Scott Shenk: 540/374-5436 sshenk@freelancestar.com 

John Clatterbaugh 
of Ch. 143 and BG 
Pyo render a salute 
to a wreath placed 
during the ceremony

BG Pyo meets with Ch. 143 members Frank Kirks, Graham Nelms, Jim 
Chase, and John Clatterbaugh

This article originally appeared in TRU Magazine, a publication for friends and members of the Truman Library Institute, the nonprofit partner of the Harry S. Truman Library 
and Museum. It is reprinted here with the publisher's permission.


