
JULY 23, 2015

Meeting Announcement:
The Graybeards, May/June, 2015

Place of Announced Meeting:

The Doubletree by Hilton, Washington, DC – Crystal City,
300 Army Navy Drive, Arlington, VA 22202

Announced Period of Meeting:
July 23, 2015 – 0830-1200

Call to Order:
Larry Kinard, President at 0829

Pledge of Allegiance:
L. T. Whitmore, Director

Invocation:
Leo Ruffing, Chaplain

Installation of New Directors and Secretary:
William B. Burns, Judge Advocate, duly swore in the follow-
ing new Directors and Secretary:  Richard E. Brown, Sr.,
Director, Robert F. Fitts, Director, J. Fred Ragusa, Director,
Lewis Vaughn, Director, and Lewis M. Ewing, Secretary.

Adopt Agenda:
President Kinard called for a motion to approve the Meeting
Agenda as amended. Upon motion by Director Covel, sec-
onded by Director Brown, the Amended Agenda was
approved.

Roll Call:
Secretary Ewing called the roll.

• KWVA Board Members:

• President Larry Kinard

• Executive Director James R. Fisher

• First Vice President Warren H. Wiedhahn

• Second Vice President J. D. Randolph

• Secretary Lewis M. Ewing

• Treasurer Thomas Gregg

• Director George J. Bruzgis

• Director George S. Covel

• Director Tine P. Martin

• Director Thomas W. Stevens

• Director Roy E. Aldridge

• Director Albert H. McCarthy

• Director Thomas M. McHugh

• Director L. T. Whitmore

• Director Richard E. Brown, Sr.

• Director Robert F. Fitts

• Director J. Fred Ragusa

• Director Lewis Vaughn

• All Board members were present.

Secretary Ewing reported that a quorum was present.

KWVA Staff:
Bill Mac Swain, Senior Advisor; Jim Doppelhammer,
Webmaster; Jake Feaster, Membership Management and
Assistant Secretary; John Edwards, Past Director and
Membership Recruiting Committee Member, and Charlie
Price, National Legislative Director.

President Kinard noted the fact that Frank E. Cohee, Jr., who
has served as Secretary for the National KWVA for eight
years, announced his resignation as Secretary earlier this
year with this meeting to be his last while serving as
Secretary. However, since he fell recently and broke some of
the vertebrae in his back. Unfortunately, he was unable to
travel.

Approval of Previous Board of Directors Minutes of
March 27, 2015:
President Kinard stated that these minutes were published in
the May/June 2015 issue of The Graybeards magazine.
Upon motion by Director Covel, seconded by Director
Martin, the minutes were approved.

Guest Speakers: 
Mary Cheney 

Ms. Cheney works for BKM Strategies, a company that has
been working with TracFone.  The company provides cell
phones at no cost to needy people, including veterans and
some family members of active duty servicemembers who
are deployed.   

Accompanying Ms. Chaney was Jose Fuentes, Senior
Director of Public Relations at TracFone. He explained the
qualifications to apply for one of their phones. This is a fed-
erally funded program, and the service is completely free to
anyone that qualifies.  

More information about this program will be made available
to our members on our website and in The Graybeards mag-
azine.

Tim Holbrook 

Mr. Holbrook is the Executive Director of the American
Veterans Center in Washington, D. C. They produce both tel-
evision and internet documentary work, have an oral history
collection, and sponsor a three-day speakers conference
over the Veterans Day weekend.

His purpose for being with us was to talk about the National
Memorial Day parade in Washington that they brought back
ten years ago, following its absence for decades.  The
parade is privately funded and is a moving time line of
American military history from the American Revolution to
the present. However, recent participation by the Korean
War veterans has been little.
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BUSINESS
They are requesting, and giving us the opportunity to take, a
more visible role in the parade by sponsoring a float or two,
plus some Korea-era military vehicles, and to provide
Korean War veterans to participate. The cost to the KWVA
would be in the $5,000 to $10,000 range. Possibly we could
solicit some financial assistance from the Korean communi-
ty.  

The consensus on the Board was that it is a good idea, and
we should pursue finding a way to participate in the parade
next year.  

Fred Lash 

Mr. Lash is a retired Marine who had an extensive back-
ground in public affairs and communications work while on
active duty. For the past 25 years he has been working with
many military-related organizations.  

Following discussions with our leadership prior to this meet-
ing, and for a minimal fee, Fred has agreed to assist the
KWVA as our public relations and communications director
to help get the word out about the KWVA through his con-
tacts with major news networks, other news sources, and
other VSOs. He will also provide articles and pictures for our
website and The Graybeards. He will assist us in our recruit-
ing efforts through his contacts with other veteran organiza-
tions. 

President’s Report:  
President Kinard:

• Expressed his appreciation to everyone who made the
effort to attend this meeting and thanked them for being here

• Asked the Board to approve the list of appointments that he
has made for the coming year.  The list of appointments was
included in the packet of information attendees received for
this meeting.  

Upon motion by Director McHugh, seconded by Director
Bruzgis, the motion was unanimously approved.

• Thanked Lew Ewing, Les Bishop, and Narce Caliva for
their work on the Scholarship Committee to select 10 candi-
dates to receive $2,000 scholarships from the American
Veterans of Korea Foundation

• Reminded everyone that we will be having an election to
elect a President, two Vice Presidents, and four Directors to
take office in June 2016

• Reported that he will not be a candidate for President and
encouraged anyone who has the energy and stamina and is
willing to devote the time necessary to do the job to submit
their application to Al McCarthy, Chairman of the Elections
Committee.  It is a very interesting and rewarding job, but it
is also a tough and time consuming job.  

• Introduced the following speakers.

Don Loudner, the Commander of the Native American
Indians Korean War Veterans Association, which comprises
3,000 members. He is a life member of the KWVA. There are
57 tribes in the United States, and he estimates that about
30,000 Indian veterans served in Korea during the war. He is

actively attempting to recruit these American Indians for
membership in the KWVA.

Bruce “Rocky” Harder, a life member of the KWVA, and
the new chairman of our POW/MIA Committee. He is a
retired Marine veteran with 27 years of service. He has an
extensive background working with the personnel account-
ing function – recovering and identifying the remains of our
Korean War MIAs. 

He noted:

• Personnel accounting organizations are undergoing some
reorganization, with all the different agencies now combined
into a single agency under the Department of Defense. 

We still have:

– 7,846 MIAs (now declared as killed in action, body not
recovered), with an estimated 5,327 of them in North Korea 

– An estimated 970 are somewhere in the south, mostly in
the area of the DMZ 

– Another 292 are missing under water

– Nineteen are unaccounted for in China

– There are 1,230 remains in the laboratory in Hawaii

• The big problem is getting back into North Korea to renew
our search for the remains of our missing. He plans to assist
us in becoming more visible to the DPAA and provide our
membership with information on recovery efforts of the new
agency.    

Treasurer’s Report:
Treasurer Tom Gregg reported:

• That the firm Vaughn & Franklin has completed our audit
and prepared our Financial Statements

• Sager Financial Services prepared our IRS Form 990,
which Jim Fisher submitted to Congress with his annual
report

• Our year-end net worth for the 12 months ending on
December 31, 2014 was $903,000 over the prior year, so we
are a financially sound organization

• We are sound financially, although due to some volatility in
the stock market we showed a paper loss of $25,000 in our
investments at year end, but it will come back up  

• We adhere to a low risk philosophy in our investment port-
folio

• The increase in our net worth for the 12 months ending
June 30 was only $25,000, so we are in a declining pattern;
we are losing money

• At June 30, 2015, our total assets were at $957,000, with
income at $362,000 and expenses at $337,000.  

• Without the royalties of $52,500 from Harris Connect for the
directories, we would have experienced a net loss for the
period.  

Following discussion on ways to reduce some of our expens-
es, upon motion by Director Covel, seconded by Director
Brown, the June 30, 2015 unaudited financial report was
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unanimously approved as presented.

The Treasurer next reviewed our actual vs. budget position
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2015.

• We budgeted $470,000 in income, but received $362,000,
a difference in income of $107,000. The difference was due
primarily to the fact that donations were down, investment
income was significantly below budget, and membership
dues were below budget.  

• On the expense side, we budgeted expenses at $405,000,
while actual expenses were $337,000, $68,000 below budg-
et

• We expected to have a net increase in net assets of
$64,000, but we actually received $25,000, so we went
downhill by $39,000.  

• Our fund raising efforts will help offset some of our shortfall,
as Tom McHugh anticipates $40,000 to $50,000 from our
annual fundraiser. 

• The fiscal year, June 30, 2016 budget was approved at our
March meeting, but Treasurer Gregg asked to review it with
the Board.  

– Income was budgeted at $336,000, which is $134,000 less
than the 2015 budget of $470,000, so our revenue is going
down from what had been projected.  

– We budgeted $363,000 in expenses for 2016 vs. $437,000
in 2015.

– It appears that we will need to dip into our reserves to bal-
ance the books for fiscal year-end 2016.  

• Two areas of cost reduction mentioned were:

– to consider publishing The Graybeards magazine four
times a year, rather than the current six issues, which would
result in a savings of approximately $46,000 annually

– to eliminate the mid-year Board of Directors meeting,
which would save approximately $18,000 per year.

Executive Director’s Report:  
Executive Director Jim Fisher has been on the job since
November 1, 2014 and even though it has been a learning
experience, he thinks things are heading in the right direction
by working closely with a lot of agencies.

• bringing in Mary Cheney with her TracFone program

• getting more exposure for the KWVA through the National
Memorial Day Parade

• submitting a clean report to Congress

• working on programs to recruit Korean War and Korean
Defense veterans to join the KWVA

• obtaining the assistance from a lawyer in Florida to work
with the ever-frustrating IRS on the 90% IRS rule. He has
talked with the American Legion and the VFW in an effort to
receive more visibility for the KWVA, and he has a number
of other projects and programs in the works.   President
Kinard complimented our Executive Director on the out-
standing job he is doing for our Association, including this

meeting, which is the best run meeting we have ever had.
Jim is carrying a heavy load and we appreciate having him
on board.  

Membership/Recruiting Report:
Sonny Edwards, Past Chairman of the Membership/
Recruiting Committee, reported that: 

• The good news is that we have started three new Chapters
so far this year, with three more in progress

• The bad news is that we have recruited 47 fewer members
this year; 417 compared to 464 last year

• Active members have decreased from 14,374 last year to
14,127 this year, a decline of 247  

• Deceased comrades this year is at 490 – 73 more than
have joined. With the age of our members, this trend is not
going to change, which emphasizes the point that we all
need to work to recruit new Korea Defense Veterans or our
legacy will die.  

In closing, Sonny expressed that it has been an honor to
serve as a Director and as Chairman of the Recruiting
Committee and he wishes Bob Fitts, the new Chairman, the
best. He will continue to assist whenever possible.

Old Business:
• President Kinard asked for a motion to approve destroying
the ballots from the last election. The CPA who tallies the
vote mailed the ballots to Election Committee Chairman Al
McCarthy who, in turn, mailed them to Frank Cohee. 

Upon motion by Director Brown, seconded by Director
Bruzgis, the Board unanimously authorized Frank Cohee to
destroy the ballots.

• President Kinard reintroduced a four-part topic that we dis-
cussed at our March Board meeting:

1) getting the Directors more involved in helping our
Assistant Secretary, Jake Feaster, in his effort to get good
information from the Chapters when they submit required
reports or any other changes in the status of the Chapter

2) to represent the local Chapters at national meetings

3) to assist in recruiting and retention of members

4) to ensure that the KWVA Bylaws are enforced

Following further discussion, President Kinard accepted a
motion by Director Whitmore, seconded by Director
McHugh, to proceed with appointing a committee to study
the proposal further and to bring a recommendation back to
the Board at our next meeting, or sooner if possible. The
motion was unanimously approved by the Board.  

The President then appointed Fred Ragusa, Jim
Doppelhammer, Jake Feaster, and Lew Ewing to serve on
the committee. 

New Business:
Honorary Membership:  

Upon the recommendation of President Kinard and upon the
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motion by Director Covel, seconded by Director Bruzgis, the
Board voted unanimously to approve a Honorary
Membership in the Korean War Veterans Association to Dr.
Moon Kim and his wife, Ms. Kyunghyang Park, in apprecia-
tion for their many generous contributions to our Association.

Proposed new Korean Defense Veterans Association: 

• General Walter L. Sharp, US Army (Ret), Former
Commander of the United Nations Command, Combined
Forces Command and U.S. Forces in Korea, and Major
General  Kyoung Soo Shin, Defense Attaché at the
Republic of Korea Embassy in Washington, discussed a
new initiative that the Korean government’s Ministry of
Defense brought forward about six months ago to “stand
up” an organization to  honor those who have served in
Korea since the Korean War, with no intent to compete with
or degrade the KWVA.  

• Their initial thoughts are to begin small, with a Chapter in
the Washington, Virginia, Maryland area, and one in Korea.
Their two major hurdles are to receive IRS 501 (c) approval
and to arrange funding from a Korean government agency.  

• General Shin spoke to the issue, stating that this new pro-
posed organization was his idea, with the intent to continue
the legacy and to respect the sacrifices of the Korean War
veterans by encouraging the men and women who have
served in Korea in recent years to create some “new
momentum” through this proposed new organization which
could work closely with, and support, the KWVA.

• President Kinard began the Q & A period by stating that he
and other senior leaders of the KWVA have discussed this
issue and we are very concerned about the impact it will
have on our KWVA.  A lengthy discussion followed, includ-
ing topics such as:

– questions regarding eligibility in the new organization

– having two organizations could result in receiving more
money from the Korean government

– the fact that we have no peace treaty, so all Korean vet-
erans are war veterans

– at least one-third of the current Board of Directors are
Korean Defense veterans, and a Korean Defense Veterans
Association was started a few years ago and faltered, so
they became part of the KWVA.  

Without taking a vote, the entire Board, including the
Defense Veterans, felt that this new proposed organization
would spell the end of the KWVA, because we would be
competing for the same veterans for membership in our
organization(s), and the KWVA would end up being the
loser, since most of the Korean veterans would join only one
organization.

• President Kinard closed the discussion with a proposal for
us to continue to work together and attempt to make this a
win-win situation. But he shared the concern that everyone
has that this could be the demise of our organization, and
we don’t want that.  

He still has hope that we’ll be able to carry forward with
Defense veterans to be part of the KWVA in whatever form,
that he wants us to work together and see if we can make it
stronger than what it is now and we can preserve our lega-
cy.  

He further proposed that we form a leadership group to get
together and meet with Generals Sharp and Shin to work on
this further. The two Generals agreed to meet with a leader-
ship group appointed by our president to talk about how we
can make these two organizations work together.  

General Sharp also agreed to pass on our comments and
feelings to the other members of his group when he returns
to Korea following this meeting. 

Advertising in the Stars and Stripes: 

Director McCarthy reported that, as approved by the Board
in March, we have purchased a “Leader Board” in the Stars
and Stripes on-line edition. It reads: “Served in Korea since
1953?  Join us at the KWVA.”  

By clicking on it, it takes readers immediately to our KWVA
website, which leads them to a membership application
form on the website.  

2016 Election: 

Director McCarthy reminded everyone of the upcoming
2016 election, in which we will be electing a President, a
First Vice President, a Second Vice President and four
Directors. He thanked his committee members for their help
in 2015 and their willingness to serve on the committee
again for our next election.

Accordion War: Korea 1951
Life and Death in a Marine Rifle Company

A personal narrative of combat by Charles “Doc” Hughes.
“Flags of Our Fathers’ came close but you nailed it.”
Maxwell Baker FMF Corpsman, Vietnam/Korean War vet.

"Hughes. . . is a gifted writer. . . . This book is
hard to put down. The writing is terrific. . . .” 

Leatherneck, Magazine of the Marines 

Available at Amazon & 
other on-line vendors.

Learn More: Read reviews &
responses & order autographed

copies at 
www.dochughesbooks.com
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National Korean Defense Veterans Memorial: 

Director McCarthy and Past Director Jeff Brodeur discussed
their efforts to receive Congressional support for HR 50, a bill
to become part of the National Defense Authorization Act of
2017, whereby a new memorial would be erected at
Arlington National Cemetery to honor our veterans who have
served in Korea since January 31, 1955. 

• Arlington National Cemetery leaders, while not giving their
final approval, are receptive to the idea once a House
Concurrent Resolution passed by Congress has been
acquired. They are requesting that all KWVA members con-
tact their Congressional representatives requesting their
support for HR 50.  

• The total cost for the memorial is projected to be $50,000
to $60,000. The Korean Defense Memorial Committee is
requesting that the KWVA commit $25,000 to the memorial,
payable only after all of the required approvals have been
received.  

Mr. Brodeur stated that Dr. Han has pledged to fund the bal-
ance of the cost. 

Following further discussion, upon a motion by Director
Aldridge, seconded by Director Covel, the Board unani-
mously approved a motion which reads, “I move that we sub-
mit a letter of intent to support the Korean Defense Memorial
at Arlington Cemetery of $25,000, and this is strictly a letter
of intent. No money is involved until we have Congressional
approval.”

KWVA Communication Planning Consultant: 

President Kinard and First Vice President Wiedhahn reintro-
duced the proposal discussed earlier in the meeting whereby
we consider employing Mr. Fred Lash on a six-month trial
basis, at $1,000 per month, as a part-time consultant to
assist with the implementation of our Communication Plan.

If, following the six-month trial, we feel his employment will
be beneficial to the KWVA, we will look at making the work-
ing arrangement permanent.

Fred has an extensive background in the communications/
public relations field with numerous other VSOs. However,
while he is working with the KWVA, he will not be working
with any other organizations.

Five-year Annual Meeting Plan: 

To assist with our long-term planning, Executive Director
Fisher presented a plan for the location of our KWVA Annual
Meetings for the next five years. Since our KWVA members
have been asking that we select locations other than the
Washington, D.C. area, he proposed that we consider Las
Vegas, NV in 2016, Norfolk, VA in 2017, either Dayton, Ohio
or Branson, MO in 2018, San Diego, CA in 2019, and
Orlando, FL in 2020. His basic criteria in selecting a location
are:

• ease of access

• a veteran friendly community

• a community that has military support available, if possible.  

In addition, Jim must be able to get a commitment from
KWVA Chapters and/or individuals in the convention cities to
provide leadership with the planning and organizing the
meeting. If that help is not available, it will be necessary to
employ the services of a professional meeting planning com-
pany, which can be very expensive.  

Also, our friends at the ROK Embassy want us to plan a fairly
large event in the Washington, D.C. area over the July 27
date each year, so we will need to try to hold some type of
meeting in Washington at that time, possibly a Board of
Directors meeting, with the Virginia, Maryland, and DC
Chapters participating.

Upon motion by Director Covel, seconded by Director
Whitmore, the Board voted unanimously to accept the
Executive Director’s plan.

Memorial Day Parade in Washington, D. C.: 

Executive Director Fisher stated that a Memorial Day Parade
in Washington was revived about ten years ago and is grow-
ing and becoming a nationally promoted event. However,
there has been very little participation from our Korean War
veterans.  

This parade, which is televised nationally, will give our KWVA

Chairman Kim Moo Sung’s letter to KWVA President Kinard following
their meeting at the national reunion.
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some needed exposure if the local Virginia and Maryland
Chapters, plus other interested KWVA members, will agree
to participate.  

Following further discussion, Director Whitmore moved that
we approve $5,000 and make a commitment to the Memorial
Day Parade. The motion was seconded by Director Covel,
and the Board voted unanimously to approve the motion.  

Any member who wishes to participate in the parade should
contact Executive Director Fisher.

Membership Pins: 

Executive Director Fisher said that a few Board members
have suggested that we have pins made up for the Board
and for members of the KWVA and to possibly have a pin to
give the Honor Flight participants. No pins are available at
the present time. It was suggested that the pins would cost
$3.00 - $4.00 each.

Following a brief discussion, without a vote, the consensus
of the Board was to delay consideration to design and pur-
chase  pins at this time.

POW/MIAs: 

Many members have suggested that we need to be more
vocal in our support of the Department of Defense
Accountability Office’s efforts to retrieve and identify the bod-
ies of our missing men from the Korean War. To assist us in
this effort, Mr. Rocky Harder, a Life Member of the KWVA
and a recent retiree from the DOD, has agreed to serve as
our POW/MIA Committee Chairman.  

With his background, he will be a very valuable asset for the
KWVA. 

Mr. Fisher recommended, “That the KWVA Board of
Directors establish a Committee and develop a strategy to
follow-up and assist and liaison with the Department of
Defense POW/MIA Accountability Agency to intensify the
recovery of our MIAs and POWs who have not been
accounted for during the Korean War.”  

Upon motion by Director Covel, seconded by Director
Whitmore, the recommendation was unanimously accepted.

TracFones: 

Ms. Mary Chaney and Jose Fuentes presented their pro-
gram through which financially needy veterans and other
individuals may be eligible to receive free TracFone cell
phones through their program, which was started during the
Reagan Administration with bi-partisan Congressional sup-
port.  

Sadly, four million veterans fall below the Poverty Level, as
do some of our active duty military personnel. They are not
asking the KWVA for any financial support, only for our
endorsement and our making our Korean War veterans
aware that the program exists.   

They may purchase ads in our Graybeards magazine.

Upon motion by Director Covel, seconded by Director
Aldridge, a motion to approve our endorsement of the
TracFone program through Safe Link was unanimously

approved.

Mid-year Board of Directors’ Meeting: 

Executive Director Fisher advanced the proposal for the
Board of Directors to consider eliminating a physical mid-
year Board meeting and, if we needed to meet, conduct the
meeting by use of teleconferencing or another electronic
means, which would save approximately $18,000 annually.  

Our Bylaws read that we are required to have at least two (2)
meetings each year on a date and location selected by the
President. 

Director Covel expressed his dissatisfaction with the propos-
al to hold a teleconferencing meeting and made a motion to
continue to hold two meetings per year as we have in the
past.  The motion was seconded by Director McCarthy but
was rejected by the Board.   

Director Aldridge made a motion that we hold our second—
our spring meeting—via teleconference to cut down the
costs of expense of the physical meeting. The motion was
seconded by Director Ragusa. But, on a vote of four in favor
and seven opposed, the motion was rejected.  

The discussion ended when the Board agreed with a sug-
gestion by Secretary Ewing that, since our Bylaws authorize
and assign the responsibility of selecting the date and loca-
tion of our mid-year Board meeting to our President, we
should allow him to exercise that authority and permit him to
name the date and location of our next meeting.    

Approve Agenda for the July 24, 2015 General Membership
Meeting: 

Upon motion by Director Covel, seconded by Director
Brown, the agenda for the 2015 General Membership meet-
ing to be held on July 24, 2015 was unanimously approved.

Presidential Recognitions: 
On behalf of our Korean War Veterans Association,
President Kinard expressed our sincere appreciation to John
T. (Sonny) Edwards for his time and effort and excellent
leadership from 2013 to 2015 while serving as National
Director and Chairman of the Recruiting Membership
Committee. 

Also, upon Sonny’s recommendation, the President recog-
nized Steve Szekely as a prominent part and a key element
in the formation of many Chapters over the years. 

Benediction: 
With the absence of our Chaplain, Executive Director Jim
Fisher delivered the benediction.  

Salute our Flag: 

President Kinard led the Board in a salute to our flag. 

Adjournment: 
Upon motion by Director Covel, seconded by Director
Brown, the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,
Lewis M. Ewing, Secretary 


