
Morning Session
Meeting Announcement: E-mail from Executive Director Fisher

and National Secretary Cohee, dated January 24, 2015

Place Of Announced Meeting: The Sheraton Pentagon City Hotel,

900 South Orme St., Arlington, VA 22204, Phone 703-521-1900

Announced Period Of Meeting: March 27, 2015, 0900-1500 

CALL TO ORDER: Larry Kinard, President called the meeting to

order at 0900. 

Pledge Of Allegiance: Director Whitmore, Chm., NCC 

Invocation: Past President Mac Swain 

Administrative Announcements: 

◙ Jim Fisher, Executive Director, and Director Tom McHugh dis-

played the new limited edition coin that was made for the meetings

in July 2015. It has the Korean Memorial on the back. Jim brought

some in so the Directors can get theirs now. Only 400 were made, so

once they are gone, they are gone. They are available for $20 each. 

◙ President Kinard thanked Tom for all the work that he has done on

the fundraising.

Adopt Agenda: Director Covel made a motion that the agenda, as

modified by President Kinard and Secretary Cohee, be approved. It

was seconded by Director Bruzgis and approved unanimously.

Adopt Board Of Directors Rules Of Debate & Decorum: Larry

Kinard, President, read each of the rules. There were no questions

from the Board members. 

Roll Call: Frank Cohee, Secretary 

KWVA Board Members
Larry Kinard, President 

James Fisher, Executive Director

Warren Wiedhahn, 1st. Vice President 

J. D Randolph, 2nd. Vice President 

Frank Cohee, Secretary 

Tom Gregg, Treasurer

Richard Brown, Director

Luther Dappen, Director 

John “Sonny” Edwards, Director

Salvatore Scarlato, Director 

George Bruzgis, Director

George Covel, Director

Tine Martin, Director 

Thomas Stevens, Director 

Roy Aldridge, Director-Absent

Albert McCarthy, Director 

Thomas McHugh, Director 

L.T. Whitmore, Director

KWVA Staff
Jim Doppelhammer, Webmaster, Jake Feaster, Membership

Management and Assistant Secretary, Jongwoo Han, KWVA Liaison

to Korean –American Assn, Bill Mac Swain, Senior Advisor, Lew

Ewing, Past Director and Past Bylaws Chairman.

Recorder: Carol O’Brocki, Elite Reporting Co.

Action On Absences If Necessary: 

◙ Director Brown made a motion to excuse Director Aldridge due to

his illness. It was seconded by Director Bruzgis and approved unan-

imously.

◙ The President also announced that George Covel’s twin sister

passed away this last week and George Bruzgis’s sister-in-law in

Germany passed away also. Condolences to the both of you and your

families. 

Declaration Of Quorum: Secretary Cohee declared that there was a

quorum.

Approval Of Previous Board Of Directors Minutes

Of October 16, 2014: 

◙ Secretary Cohee stated that the minutes were published in The

Graybeards, but that he had them available if anyone wanted him to

read them. 

◙ Director Covel made a motion to accept the minutes as printed in

The Graybeards. The motion was seconded by Director Whitmore

and was passed unanimously.

Guest Speakers: 

◙ One of the items that were added to the agenda was an announce-

ment by Executive Director Fisher to introduce Mr. Ron Rothberg,

the National Park Service Representative volunteer who works pri-

marily at the Korean War Veterans Memorial. He has a desire to

ensure that every single Korean War veteran who comes in on the

Honor Flight is properly greeted and acknowledged and thanked for

their service to the country. Mr. Rothberg commented that we should

let people know to contact him and he will try and work with them.

◙ President Kinard then introduced Jongwoo Han and commented on

what he has been doing for us by working with our kids (our descen-

dants) in the Tell America Program and talking about what we did in

Korea. Dr. Han is always anxious to talk with us and visit a little bit

and tell us about what he has been doing. 

◙ Dr. Han greeted everyone and said he had just returned from Korea

two weeks ago where he had met the Ministry of Patrons and

Veterans Affairs and other funders for what we have been doing and

for the KWVA, including CEO Park of Pentech. 

• Pentech has filed for bankruptcy and is in the process of selling to

another company. CEO Park donated $100,000 to KWVA last year.

However, that money actually came from Pentech CNI, a subsidiary

of Pentech, that is completely owned by CEO Park and is still pros-

pering. 

• President Kinard extended an invitation for CEO Park and his two

sons to come and visit with the KWVA in July. 

◙ Dr. Han said that he wanted to make a report on the digital archive,

the Korean War Legacy Foundation, that includes digital archives,

descendants of your own, and Korean Defense veterans. Now, we

have one more agenda, history teachers. He said he would talk about

that, but first:

• We have about 440 interviews, including Korean Defense veterans

and veterans from Colombia. 
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• I was there for ten days. I was invited by one of the descendants who

came to the KWV Youth Corps Meeting last year. Last year we had

about 60 who came to the KWV Youth Corps Meeting. Four of them

came from Colombia and one of them has been working with the

Foundation, archiving about 20 interviews from Korean War veterans

there. 

• I met with the Korean Ambassador and the President and I had to

lecture at three universities.

• I had two newspaper interviews and one with the TV. They are

enthusiastic about this and really want to do work with the founda-

tion. So, through the KWVC Youth Corps, we want to have a small

project funding children there in the village that is in a miserable sit-

uation in terms of their education and so on. 

• In regard to the KWVYC this year, it is going to be from 23d to 27th

of July 2015. We are trying to have 100 participants. It is now time

for them to be independent and to be active all year around. I do not

want this to be a one-time, free, fun time in Washington, D. C. If this

is the case, then I do not think we can continue to support it. 

• The reason that we incorporated KVWYC is to work on your lega-

cy. So I want it to be all year around. That is the main concern of the

major founders for the Youth Corps Convention. So, if you can, give

me some suggestions to make them engage in the cause of the Korean

War and Korean War veterans. I think they need an action agenda so

that they can be active all year around. 

• The first item on the agenda that we are going to propose this year

is to ask them to engage with their Representative in their local dis-

trict to support the Wall of Remembrance. 

• The second agenda item is that we are going to invite history teach-

ers, who are in American high schools. Right now there are about 20

lined up and working with the Foundation. So I want them to go back

after the convention and collect and recruit the history teachers in

their local areas. 

• I have been talking to Director Aldridge and obviously to Larry

Kinard and Frank Cohee about the Tell America Program and they

can do more work on recruiting history teachers. We want to bring

history teachers here and let them work on the Korean War and the

legacy of their own. 

• Only one Korean War veteran recruited a history teacher. That was

your Secretary, Frank Cohee. So, follow Frank’s footsteps. 

• I want to thank President Larry and all the leaders for the enthusias-

tic support in helping to arrange for more interviews.

◙ Director Covel asked Dr. Han if college history teachers have been

considered. Dr Han responded that that was a good point and that

Secretary Cohee has been talking about it with other Chapter leaders.

◙ Samantha Frazier, from the River High School, Georgia, a grand-

daughter of a Korean War veteran, is the Chair; Catherine Ricker is

the Vice Chair for the history teachers convention.

Treasurer’s Report: 

◙ Treasurer Gregg reported that the audited report for the financial

year ending 12/31/2014 had been received. The report is an unquali-

fied opinion, which is the highest opinion a CPA can give. 

• There were no management recommendations. 

• Our net worth or total assets, was $903,000. A lot of this is in invest-

ments, which is $783.000. 

• In 2014 we had an increase of net assets of $90,000. 

◙ Director McHugh made a motion that the audited financial state-

ments for the 12 months ending December 31, 2014 be approved. It

was seconded by Director Martin and approved unanimously.

◙ Executive Director Fisher asked if the audit report could now be

used to send to Congress in our annual report. Treasurer Gregg said

yes, along with the Form 990.

◙ Treasurer Gregg then said that he would like to move on to the pro-

posed budget for the 12 months ending December 31, 2016 (The

budget for 2015 was approved at the Annual Membership Meeting in

October, 2014). 

• There is a deficit budget for 2016 caused by a significant reduction

in dues received—about $62,000, no income from the Directory

Project, and a decrease in donations, so that means an income reduc-

tion of $133,000. 

• As for the expenditures, the only major expenditures that have really

changed are that of printing The Graybeards. It appears that we are

able to save some costs in reduction of the printing. I am budgeting

that decrease at $25,000. In 2015 we budgeted $161,000; this year,

(2016), we are budgeting $134,000. Otherwise the expenditures are

pretty much the same. 

• In 2015, the total budget for expenditures is $437,000 and this year,

(2016) we are budgeting $363,000.

◙ President Kinard commented that the bottom line is that 2014 was

a very good year. 

• Even this year (2015) we are still going to be on the plus side, and

we look pretty good at this time. 

• But next year (2016), is going to be the time when we have to look

very carefully at what we do. 

• At this point we will have to withdraw some funds out of our

reserves. I hope that we do not have to do that. 

• The recruiting number can be a lot better then what were showing

and donations may be better. 

◙ Director Covel thanked Treasurer Gregg for doing a wonderful job,

and that was emphasized by President Kinard. 

◙ Treasurer Gregg said he had one more item that he would like to

discuss and that is to consider a reduction in The Graybeards, going

from bimonthly to quarterly. That could save as much as $46,000.

◙ Director Scarlato made a motion to approve the budget for presen-

tation at the General Membership Meeting to be held on July 24,

2015. It was seconded by Director Brown and passed unanimously.

◙ At this point, President Kinard interrupted the meeting to introduce

Col. Weber, who talked about The Wall of Remembrance. 

• Col. Weber started out by saying that, “As you, I am a member of

this Association, so I have its best interest at heart, and I fully recog-

nize, as do you, that we have one major problem –we are dying out.

Our only hope is the defense veterans, assuming we can solve the

problems associated with the IRS and everything else, which I think

are solvable. 

• But, even after it is solved, we still have another problem. In the last

couple of years we have been trying to recruit the defense veterans,

but we have not been very successful. Why? I do not know. What I

think is that this Association needs a task, something to accomplish,

something to stimulate people to be willing to come to a chapter

meeting and spend time talking about what they can do to help this

BUSINESS



12

May - June 2015May - June 2015                                                                                                                                                     The GraybeardsThe Graybeards

BUSINESS
Association accomplish its mission. 

• The point that I am trying to make for you, the Association as a

whole, is that the members need to be given a goal and I have that

goal for you—the verbal Wall of Remembrance. We need something

that the members can contribute towards and see the results. We do

not have that, and if we do not get it, then we are the dying breed. 

• With that said, please let this Association adopt the policy of urging

every member of the KWVA to contact their Congressperson to

become a sponsor of HR 1475. Letters should also be written because

of the bureaucrats that are violently opposed to the wall. 

—Who are they to tell us how we want to honor our dead comrades? 

—How dare they say that we cannot have a memorial that is appro-

priate in that regard? 

• The resistance we have had to our wall is bureaucratic B.S. They are

trying to tell us how we should honor our dead comrades. 

• You are the only chartered Association that speaks exclusively for

Korean War veterans, but you are not speaking loud enough on the

wall. Make the Wall—the goal to be accomplished for your member-

ship and I believe we will start recruiting more members. 

• I think that will include defense veterans, because the Wall will also

acknowledge that some of them died after the cease fire started. God

Bless you all. You are the leaders of our Association. It is my

Association too. 

◙ President Kinard thanked Col. Weber and commented that he has

worked with his local congressperson to get his co-sponsorship. He

then asked for a motion to say that “as the Board of Directors for the

KWVA, we support HR 1475 and what Col. Weber is doing. Director

Brown made the motion; it was seconded by Director Whitmore and

passed unanimously.

◙ Past President Mac Swain asked Col. Weber if he would give us a

letter with a few of the points he made so that we can send it to our

representatives and to each one of our chapters, because the represen-

tatives do not listen to anyone who is not in their district. 

• We need those pieces of information about the number killed,

wounded and what have you, versus all of the other wars to make a

point. So we need something to give our people to be able do it. 

• You can’t just call up somebody and say, “I want you to vote for this

thing, okay?”

◙ Someone commented that the information was in the blue pam-

phlet that was handed out and that they would also have Jim Fisher

email a copy of the pamphlet to each one of the directors. 

• Col. Weber said that he was trying to get the information published

in The Graybeards and that he would send a DVD containing the

information to both President Kinard and the editor of The

Graybeards.

◙ Executive Fisher commented that we should have a letter printed

and put in the magazine so all one would need to do is to tear out the

letter, sign it, and send it to their Congressional person. When they

get flooded with correspondence it gets their attention.

• Col. Weber then commented that letters and telegrams to your

Congress person usually go to some staff member and get very little

attention. The thing that generates success is for someone to walk into

a district office of the Congress person, eyeball the representative

who is there, and say “I am a Korean War veteran.”

• Tell him how many members are in your chapter and in his district,

and that you want him to co-sponsor this bill. Also, tell him that you

will be back next week to see whether or not that happened, because

you and the other Korean veterans in his district are voters. Now that

is what does it. You have to eyeball them. 

◙ President Kinard thanked Col. Weber again and then said we are

going to move to the next item, which is a report from Executive

Director Fisher.

◙ Executive Director Fisher commented that since he has taken the

position, it has been very, very busy. 

• “One of the major things that I have done is I have been working

with the IRS on the 90% rule, as we all call it. After three lengthy

phone calls, I think we have made some progress. All three ladies that

I talked to were surprised at what the KWVA has done, as far as the

Tell America Program, as far as reaching out, the wreath presenta-

tions, supporting of the memorial, et cetera. 

“None of them knew of the ongoing mission in the South Korea

peninsula, or that we still have an active mission there. 

“But, getting back to the 90 percent rule, I requested that not only

Korean War veterans count toward that 90 percent, but we are seek-

ing exception to policy to have Korean Defense veterans count

toward the 90 percent of the Foundation’s regulations and our eligi-

bility. 

“After the last phone call this week, I spoke with their senior boss and

she said, ‘Yes, this can be done, but you have to submit what is called

a private letter ruling or, In other words, an exception to policy let-

ter.’”

• Then she dropped the bomb: “It is going to cost $10,000.”

• So we submit our letter with the $10,000. What if they disapprove

it? We are out $10,000. 

• After another call they agreed to accept a draft letter, and they would

give us a backdoor analysis or recommendation explaining whether

this was going to happen or not. 

• I cannot make that decision, so I leave that up to the President and

the Board. 

◙ President Kinard asked if anyone had any questions about what

Executive Fisher just said. 

• “To me it sounds really weird that the IRS would ask for $10,000

to do something like that. It was a shock.”

◙ Director Stevens commented that if all the paperwork is submitted

and our request is ultimately turned down, what happens to the

$10,000? 

• Executive Director Fisher said, “I think they keep it.”

• President Kinard commented that something needs to be done to

make sure that we get the $10,000 back if our request is disapproved.

◙ Executive Director Fisher commented that it is his responsibility to

show them what we propose in our letter. “I would hate to have the

Foundation lose $10,000 on a negative response,” he said.

• After speaking with the three IRS ladies, with all the key facts, they

seemed to think that they should approve the waiver to have Korean

Defense veterans count toward the 90 percent.

• But I will make sure that we have a rock solid case and I will ask

them if we can get our $10,000 back if it is not approved. 

◙ Director Covel asked if the IRS person explained what the $10,000

was for. 
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◙ Executive Director Fisher responded that it was a processing fee.

◙ Senior Advisor and Past President Mac Swain explained in detail

the process involved and that it is going to cost a lot of money to add

that particular little thing so that the Association does not lose its

deductibility. 

• “So I would recommend this as being a great source of savings for

the KWVA to get this thing settled without having to have another

group take the money and dole it out to the KWVA, which our legacy

group was formed to do if the KWVA should lose its deductibility. It

is worth the $10,000.”

◙ President Kinard commented that Executive Director Fisher has

done a lot of work with the IRS, and I think we have made some

headway on a problem that is very critical for us. Personally, I would

be willing to pay the $10,000 if we can feel assured that we will be

able to get this done. 

◙ Executive Director Fisher responded that the onus is on him

because he has to go back to the IRS and verify that the ten grand is

refundable if the request is not approved. 

• “I also have to produce a document that has been reviewed by cer-

tain people in this room that will convince the IRS that it is right and

worthwhile to include Korean Defense veterans count toward our 90

percent rule.” 

◙ Director Stevens commented that if the documents were given to

the IRS people in the backdoor, so to speak, and as a result of review-

ing these documents, we are getting the green light, I think to get that

provision eliminated in the IRS provisions is worth $10,000.

• “But we would need, I would think, some assurance that what we

finally submit officially would be approved.”

◙ Executive Director Fisher asked if the audit report could now be

used to send to Congress in our annual report. 

• Treasurer Gregg said yes, along with the Form 990.

◙ Treasurer Gregg recommended that we put in The Graybeards a

request for special donations for that fund from the Chapters, because

it will benefit them.

• “I think that it will show that the Board is working for the Chapters. 

◙ Director McHugh commented that as long as our request does not

look negative, it is worth the $10,000 to try it.

◙ Executive Director Fisher commented that if there is a Defense

Service veteran who served in another war, they are considered a war

veteran and count toward the 90 percent within the KWVA. 

◙ President Kinard asked for a motion to show support of the Board

for moving forward with the exception to policy letter. Director

McHugh made a motion that we proceed with the effort, and if it

costs us $10,000, it is worth it. The motion was seconded by Director

Brown and passed unanimously.

◙ Executive Fisher then continued with his report, saying that we

have already talked about the Honor Flights. Essentially, we will

establish a program to make sure Korean War veterans coming to the

Memorial are properly received, thanked, and honored. Ron

Rothberg has graciously agreed to do that. 

• We have 3,000 posters that were established during the 50th

Anniversary, with a lot of different uniforms that Tell America has

been using. If you would like some posters please let me know. 

◙ President Kinard commented that there is also a map of Korea that

has been redone. It is a good map, and if you need some, here they

are. 

◙ Executive Director Fisher commented that a Chairman Kim from

Korea wants to establish a scholarship program for descendants of

Korean War veterans. 

• Director Scarlato has already been in charge for this year in the New

York area. 

• Chairman Kim would like to give ten $2,000 scholarships a year to

descendants already going to school—college or technical school—

to help pay for their tuition. 

• And we are going to establish a scholarship committee. Each year

the committee will probably give out ten scholarships at $2,000 each. 

◙ Another item that President Kinard asked me to bring up was the

TracFone System. 

• President Kinard, Col. Wiedhahn, and I met with Mary Cheney, Past

Vice President’s daughter, who is offering the system to the various

veterans service organizations. 

• When we had all the hurricanes and other disasters, there were a lot

of folks below the poverty level who could not call for help, so the

TracFone program was started. It is free of charge and it does not cost

the taxpayers anything. It is actually a free cell phone, with 200 free

minutes and free texting. 

• All you have to do is apply, if you get food stamps, a VA benefit and

Social Security and so forth. 

• It does not cost the KWVA anything. All we have to do is say that

we recommend the use of the TracFone for veteran service organiza-

tions, i.e.; the Korean War Veterans Association. 

• Ms. Cheney will give a sizable donation to the KWVA from this

TracFone organization if we endorse this company. She was unable

to be here today, but she will be at the Board Meeting in July. 

◙ I have been working a lot with the Korean Embassy. They would

like to present an award to distinguished Korean War veterans who

have not been honored yet, like a meritorious service medal from the

Korean government. 

◙ One big thing we have coming up is the July event, from July 22

to 27. All of the information is on the website and in The Graybeards.

◙ Director Covel suggested that the Memorial service be changed

from Sunday morning to maybe immediately after the membership

meeting. After a lot of discussion, both pro and con, but mostly pro,

Director Scarlato made a motion to leave the Memorial Service as is,

that is on Sunday morning. Director Bruzgis seconded and it was

passed with one opposed.

◙ Executive Director Fisher commented that he has encouraged a lot

of people to register early for the July meetings because there is a

good chance that they may run out of rooms. 

• We have a great price and they have other organizations there that

are paying a lot more. 

• In closing, he asked if the Board members had been getting his

monthly report and if they were beneficial or not. The response was

a unanimous Yes. 

• He said, “Okay, I will keep on doing them. That is all I have unless

there are some questions.”

◙ First Vice President Wiedhahn commented that he was going to

brief this later, but it is important. 

Continued on page 18
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• We have been trying to recruit the Chosen Few and the POW organ-

izations. 

• The Chosen Few has raised two million dollars to build a monument

in Quantico, VA and it will be dedicated Friday morning, the 25th of

July at 1100. That is during our membership meeting. 

• Most of you are not members of the Chosen Few, but some of us

are and we will not be able to attend the dedication. However, what

we are trying to do is to get them to come to our event, not only to

participate, but to become members of the KWVA. 

• The last time we did a check, I think about 50 percent of the Chosen

Few already belong to the KWVA. We need to recruit the other 50

percent. 

◙ Director Covel asked Warren if the Seventh Infantry Division was

mentioned on the monument. Warren responded, “The Army, Navy,

Air Force, Marine Corps, Coast Guard—everyone who was in the

Chosen reservoir—is represented.”

◙ President Kinard commented that he would like to move on now

with the President’s Report. He said that he wanted to emphasize

some points that the Board members need to know about. 

• Number one, you have just heard the report from our Executive

Director. I think he has done a wonderful job for us. He has done

some things that we could not have done. 

• Unfortunately, he has to spend a lot of time putting together events

like the upcoming Board and General Membership Meetings in July.

In between, he is doing a lot of good things, I think the IRS in partic-

ular. 

• We have a conference call among Jim, Warren and me every other

week, so I have the opportunity to hear firsthand a lot of the things he

is working on. I just want to say, thank you Jim, for what you have

been doing for us, and I want to thank the Board for giving us the

opportunity to have someone like this in Washington. 

• The Treasurer’s report shows you where we are financially. We are

still in good shape. Our only problem is what happens next year.

Hopefully we will be able to bridge that gap a little between now and

then, but you need to be aware of what the budget looks like and what

we are going to be needing to do next year. 

• President Kinard continued. “I was hoping maybe General Shin

could be here today, but most of you are going to meet him and his

wife tonight at his home. He is a very gracious gentleman.

“General Shin has responded to us in a lot of ways, like to go to meet-

ings and other KWVA events. He attended Director Whitmore’s

Virginia State Department meeting, and he has visited several

Chapters in this area. He also came to Texas last month. We had an

opportunity to sit down with a small group of veterans in a restaurant

and visit with him, and he paid for the dinner.” 

• Chairman Kim, Chairman of the American Veterans of the Korean

War Foundation, has some big plans for this year. 

—He is working with Director Scarlato in New York on a big affair

they are planning to have in Carnegie Hall on June 25th. He has invit-

ed all of the veterans in the area around New York to attend that event. 

—Director Scarlato commented that he has been appointed Chairman

of the event and that it is going to be called Korean Night. It is actu-

ally for four states: NJ, PA, CT and NY.

• Now I have to correct Jim’s report on the scholarships. For 2015, the

scholarships are only for the four states just mentioned. 

—Chairman Kim wants to go to a certain area each year. I think in

2016 he is going to present scholarships in the Washington area. He

is going to have a concert at the Kennedy Center that year. 

—As far as the scholarships go, it is going to be strictly up to New

York to determine the number for each state. Right now we are pro-

posing four or five for each state. 

• Director Scarlato continued. He said that he was approached by the

Counsel General in New York for the list of names for the meritorious

medal from the surrounding states. He said, “I think that is what the

Ambassador is doing for you. It is going to be just for the Washington

area or something.”

• Executive Director Fisher responded, “No, it is going to be for any-

body in the United States.” 

• Director Scarlato said that the official letter he received indicated

otherwise, and that he had lunch with Ambassador Song and his staff

recently and that is what they told him. “Well, you know how the

Koreans operate. Sometimes they will tell you one thing and they do

something else.” 

◙ Executive Fisher stated that sometimes we really do get contradic-

tory communications from the Koreans pertaining to the scholarships

as well as other things. 

• “They want us to have the KWV set up a scholarship fund for the

United States. So, again, we will have to sort that out with Chairman

Kim when he comes in June.” 

• “And, by the way, you are going to have the Ambassador from

Washington, D.C. and the Defense Attaché go to the event in New

York. They are going to do their event at 0900 on the 25th at the

Korean Veterans Memorial so they can get to NY for the event there.”

◙ Director Scarlato asked that he be given that information because

he needs to be aware of it for other reasons. 

◙ President Kinard: 

• Well, you can see from this discussion with Chairman Kim that

there are two things going on. He has one event this year at Carnegie

Hall in New York and the Scholarships are going to be awarded there.

Obviously the New York area is going to get ten scholarships, $2000

each, this year.

• He has also asked us to have a scholarship committee to select ten

scholarship candidates from all over the U.S. So that is a pretty good

challenge for us to get a committee together and to get applicants in,

but we are going to work to try and make that happen.

• According to Executive Director Fisher these scholarships are to be

awarded in D.C. in 2016.

• Okay, moving on, there are some good things that are happening

and one of the things that I feel a need to apprise you of are some of

the problems we have that we need to be working on. I do not have

an answer to these, but I think that we are going to have to look at

them.

• The first one is trying to get the Directors more involved with their

areas to help Chapters get information from the database. Jake

Feaster and Jim Doppelhammer have been working on this for a long

time but they cannot keep track of everything. Jake is handing out

MINUTES from page 13
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some information that is to make you aware of what we are trying to

do. 

• I do not propose to do anything more today but read over the infor-

mation that was handed out and let me have your comments. If you

have any questions or do not understand something please call Jake.

I also want any new Directors that come on board to understand that

they are going to need to be more involved with the Chapters and

Departments in their areas. 

• The next item is membership losses and deaths, those not renewing,

and so forth. Director Edwards wants to make a report in just a minute

about that, but it gets to be a real concern and is very graphically

shown on the budget we just talked about. 

• The other issue that I am concerned about is the mandatory mem-

bership in the Chapters. Everybody knows that the bylaws say that

that if you belong to a Chapter you must also belong to National. I am

also sure you know that a lot of the Chapters do not enforce that. So

what are we going to do about that? 

◙ First Vice Wiedhahn commented:

• I will tell you what you are going to do about it. It is unenforceable

and my Chapter will not comply with it. 

• Now, what you can do is get rid of the Chapter, but if you do you

are going to get rid of about 50 percent of the members of that

Chapter. They are not going to join National. 

• My recommendation is that if it is not broken; do not try to fix it. If

we try to force this, you are going to force members out. Director

Dappen said that at his last meeting in Minnesota there were so many

showed up that did not belong to National but they belonged to the

Minnesota group.

◙ President Kinard said:

• Last month he had calls from the Lonestar Chapter in Houston and

the Chapter in AZ. Both of these Chapters do not belong to National

at the present time but both were interested in coming back on their

own terms, which is that their members would not have to join

National.

• My question is this: does anyone on the Board have a suggestion on

what we do. 

◙ First V.P, Wiedhahn:

• My recommendation is that we implore, we request, we offer, but

we cannot throw them out. If we do we are going to lose membership. 

◙ There were a lot of suggestions on the way some Chapters handle

it

• Director Stevens said that the only way to have every member join

National is when the Chapter gets started.

• Director Bruzgis commented that this was all caused when the

grandfather clause was removed from the bylaws.

• Director Covel suggested that we consider a per capita tax structure.

• Director McHugh said that he has recommended to the Chapters

that are trying that the Chapter collect both National and Chapter dues

and then mail the National dues in.

• Director McCarthy said members of his Chapter are required to pay

National dues only. Any money needed to run the Chapter is done

through fundraising. Sometimes they will pay a member’s National

dues from the fundraisers. 

• President Kinard said that was a good thing if you can get that done.

A lot of Chapters are doing that. He then said that he was going to

leave it like it is. We need to keep what we have and not try to run any

of them off. 

◙ President Kinard then stated that he just had one more thing: to get

you to go back and make sure all of your Chapters are voting. 

• We have four directors who are term limited. Two are running for

re-election, so we need to have two new ones. Remind your people

to vote. 

◙ At this time, there was a moment of silence for Art Sharp’s wife,

Director Bruzgis’ sister-in-law, Director Covel’s twin sister, and Past

Director Marvin Dunn’s wife. 

◙ President Kinard then commented that there was one other thing

that is happening that you need to know about. 

• Secretary Frank Cohee is resigning after the July 2015 meetings. 

• But, we are fortunate to have someone who has stepped up and said

he would take the Secretary’s job after Frank leaves; Past Director

Lew Ewing. Director Covel made a motion to accept the appointment

of Lew Ewing as the Secretary. It was seconded by Director Stevens

and approved unanimously. 

◙ At that time the meeting was adjourned for lunch.

Afternoon Session
The meeting was reconvened at 1300. 

◙ President Kinard: The first thing we want to do is finish Director

Edwards’ recruiting report. 

◙ Director Edwards said that he would like to highlight a couple of

things. 

• In the past 90 days, 5 states have recruited ten plus members: AZ

(10), CA (15), FL (27), PA (35) and TX (11). 

• We are starting to have some recruiting action from UT, Washington

State and TN. 

• We have just formed a new Chapter in Lancaster, PA and they

already have 40 members who have joined. They have named it the

General John H. Michaelis Chapter 327. 

• I thank Steve for the many hours he puts in trying to form more

Chapters. He is currently working with a contact to form a Chapter in

Boise, ID. Director Whitmore is working with Steve on the possibil-

ity of forming a Chapter in Charlottesville, VA. 

• At this time, I would like Director McCarthy to share with us his

work on advertising. I might add that I did put $4,000 in the budget

for next year that will be used for advertising. We have to spend some

money to get the word out. 

◙ President Kinard: I would rather wait for new business before we

hear from Director McCarthy.

Old Business: 

• Consider adding a new section 8.1 to the bylaws/SPM to comply

with IRS requirements for policy for including a KWVA Chapter

under the KWVA Group Exemption Letter. 

• Director Stevens said that the changes and additions to the bylaws

and SPM are necessary so that the Chapters understand what their

requirements are if they desire to be included in the approved IRS

exemption. 

• President Kinard commented that this will be clear when the time

comes to actually make the change and additions. The thing you need
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to know is that these changes and additions are required by the IRS. 

• Director Covel made a motion that the change and additions as pro-

posed be adopted. It was seconded by Director Brown and approved

unanimously. 

• Treasurer Gregg commented that so far there have been three

Chapters that have requested the exemption.

◙ Suggested changes to SPM 2.4.1.5; 2.5.3; 2.5.3.1 and 4.9.1. 

• Director Stevens commented that the proposed changes have to do

with electing Directors and changing some of the wording. For exam-

ple, one change is to assist the Secretary to assure that the Call for

Election is issued for publication starting with the July/August edi-

tion. It was previously starting in September/October. 

• Director Stevens covered all of the other revisions, most of them

minor, recommended by the Elections Committee. Director Covel

made a motion that the proposed changes to the SPM be adopted .It

was seconded by Director Edwards and approved unanimously. 

◙ Report from the Committee on the 38th Parallel Highway Signs

• Director Martin said that he has worked on this a little bit, but

Director Whitmore has gone all out. As far as I am concerned it is

going to be a long, drawn out—money-wise and politically-

wise —project, but I will let Director Whitmore say more.

• Director Whitmore

—I contacted the Commonwealth of Virginia Department of

Transportation and they had nothing really good to say about what we

are facing here. Basically, what I was told was that the signs now in

existence that were put up were, under federal law, illegal, but no one

is going to take them down. 

—What they suggested was that there would be difficulty in getting

this accomplished. 

—The other point that is clear to me is that I am not sure that it is very

effective. So we might be better advised to use our energies to try to

commemorate the 38th Parallel in ways other than highway signs. 

• The President asked Director Scarlato for his comments, since he

had also looked in to it.

—He essentially was told that we already have quite a few Korean

Vet areas and that it was not an important item on their agenda. 

• After more discussion, Director McCarthy made a motion that the

concept of the 38th Parallel signs be sent to State and/or Chapter

commanders that are closest to the 38th Parallel for their considera-

tion, and if they adopt it to move forward on a local level. It was sec-

onded by Director Bruzgis and passed unanimously.

New Business: 

◙ Approval of a start-up grant for Gen. John H. Michaelis, Chapter

327:

• Secretary Cohee: This is the first time since I have been Secretary,

which has been eight years, and for the first time since President

Kinard has been President, we have received a request from a

Chapter for start-up money. 

• It is authorized in the bylaws to do that. 

• The new Chapter 327 wants to be reimbursed for its incorporation

fees of $125, and for a banner or a flag of some sort, and a secure

cabinet to put those items in. Unfortunately, the President of the

Chapter did not say how much he was asking for. 

• Senior Adviser Mac Swain commented that this was originally in

the bylaws and that it is supposed to be in the budget and approved

by the membership. But in this particular case, I think that the incor-

poration fee is all we should pay for. 

• Director Bruzgis suggested $125. Others said we should give

them something, but did not suggest how much. 

• Finally, Director McHugh made a motion to give them $300. They

are going to be a large Chapter, with 60-some members coming in.

The motion was seconded by Director Stevens and passed unani-

mously.

◙ Approval is requested of a plan to recruit post-armistice veterans

and funding for the initial phase:

• Director McCarthy distributed a handout designed to help people

understand the plan. He said keep in mind that you have a recruiting

Chairman who does a wonderful job. 

• In a conversation with him he stimulated a thought process and I

thought we should have at least some sort of a roadmap to try and

recruit Korea Service Veterans. And my problem was we did not

have a hook to get these people in or to attract them. 

• Director McCarthy discussed his plan in detail. It included trying

to find out what our audience is, i.e., how many bodies there are.

Our estimate is in excess of 3 million.

• Then, enlist the aid of a Congress Person to go to the Department

of Defense and try to get contact information on the people who

served. We would then have at least two focus groups. 

• Now in the first groups they would tell us the information about

what is good and bad about joining and about the KWVA. In the

second group, we would ask them if we presented this message in

this way would they be interested in joining. 

• There are schools in the Boston area that are communications-ori-

ented schools. So I went to the Mount Wachusett Community

College. They will do the focus groups for free and we will develop

the message free on our part. 

• So, if we were to get the messaging out, chances are it would be

on media that would go out to these people. 

• That was the plan. 

—If we did get the focus group, would we pay $25 a head for their

transportation to and from the focus group? 

—How many people would that be for? It would probably be ten in

the first group and ten in the second. So we are talking 20 people at

$25 a head, or about $500. 

• Although I am not going down the plan paragraph by paragraph,

which was the idea—find out who they are, what their thoughts are,

build a message that will address it, and then try and bring them in

to the KWVA. 

• The money is what I would need a proposal for, if we are going to

do that. 

• President Kinard: Now you are talking that these focus groups will

be Defense Veterans. 

• Director McCarthy replied, “YES.”

• Director Stevens commented that he thought it was worth a try

and he made a motion to accept the recommendation. It was sec-

onded by Director Whitmore and passed unanimously. 

• Executive Director Fisher asked what budget it was coming out of.

• President Kinard said membership and recruiting.20
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◙ Approval to select and fund the appropriate advertising option

(Recruitment advertising in the Stars and Stripes):

• Director McCarthy:

—There is a package being handed out. I approached the editor of

the Stars and Stripes with the idea of asking him what would be the

best way for us to get to the people actively serving in Korea and to

those people who have returned from Korea over all of the time that

has passed. The editor referred me to a young man, Doug

Daugherty, the multi-media advertising manager.

—There is a Stars and Stripes published strictly for Korea. At the

top of each page is a banner that they call a leaderboard that would

cost us $33 for each time that we used it. It comes out weekly, so

you are talking 52 times that the Stars and Stripes gets published,

and each time it is published you will get 1,000 presentations. 

—So the first 1,000 that click onto that Stars and Stripes are going

to see a leaderboard that might say “Served in Korea? Then join us

at the KWVA.org. We stand together.” 

—Usually, you have 52,000 hits per year for $33 times 52. 

—Now, they also have a Stars and Stripes that goes out to the major

commands in the United States. So if you wanted to test it in Korea

and see if that generated some people, that is up to you. If you did

it in the local one, it still goes to all of the major commands. 

—Like Warren Wiedhahn said, if you are in the service, you read

the Stars and Stripes. The cost would be approximately $1,600-

$1,700 a year for 52,000 hits. 

• Treasurer Gregg suggested that we give a five dollar coupon dis-

count if they click on that and join. That way we can monitor the

effectiveness of this ad. 

• Director Whitmore made a motion that we go with the $33 shot

and see how we do for a year. The motion was seconded by Director

Brown and passed unanimously. 

◙ Revise Article II, Officers, Board of Directors and Association

Elections to provide an alternate means of Director voting:

• Director Stevens: 

—Well, this is a revision, not an addition. It is simply changing

some wording. 

—In Section 2, article 2, following “five officers—President, First

Vice, Second Vice, Secretary and Treasurer” add the words, “And

Executive Director”… Also add the word membership between

“annual and meeting”. 

—In paragraph A, Voting, following the words “In cases of a” add

“USPS mailed or,” electronically mailed {email}” and cross out the

word “ballot”. 

—In the paragraph that starts with “ The open meetings”…follow-

ing “ confidentiality requirements”, add “Voting remotely, such as

USPS or electronically, isn’t applicable to executive sessions. Refer

to Article 10 of these bylaws for E and G hearings.” 

• President Kinard commented that all we are doing is trying to

work in a way to vote electronically. Under Business Without a

Meeting, following the words “motion authorizing “ add “USPS or

email.” Following “call for the meeting” add “USPS or e-mail.”

Following “via return receipt” add “USPS or email.” 

• Director Whitmore made a motion that the revisions be accepted

as read. It was seconded by Director Bruzgis and passed unani-

mously.

◙ Revise Article VIII, Amendments and Resolutions Section 2,

Bylaws Amendments to allow the Board to adopt bylaw

Amendments in conformance to existing Charter parameters: 

• Director Stevens: 

—The purpose of this bylaw revision is to allow the Board to adopt

bylaw amendments in conformance to existing charter parameters. 

—We are chartered in New York State. Nothing changes about the

existing bylaws, article 8, Amendments and Resolutions. However,

two paragraphs, D and E are being added. 

—Essentially, Paragraph D authorizes the Board to adopt an

amendment without ratification by the membership under certain

conditions and Paragraph E states what must be done if any bylaw

regulating an impending election of Directors is adopted, amended

or repealed by the Board. 

• Director Scarlato made a motion to accept the proposed changes

to the bylaws as presented. It was seconded by Director Dappen and

passed unanimously. 

• President Kinard commented that these changes still have to be

approved by the membership at the July meeting.

◙ Discussion of a five-year plan for Annual Membership Meetings: 

• Executive Director Fisher:

—The purpose of a five-year plan is not only to plan ahead, but also

to save money. What we want to look at is to find a major hub so

that we do not have to take multiple stops and multiple costs. So we

would like to look at Dallas, Nashville, Branson, Orlando, San

Diego, Las Vegas, and so forth. 

—I am looking at cities right now that are veteran friendly, those

that appease the veteran. Here are some: Washington, D.C. - Yes

and No, Branson-Yes, Nashville-Yes, Dallas-Yes. 

—We can work with different hotels and Chapters can be more

involved in setting up—if they know they are a host city a year or

two years out to help make that event. 

—Now, who makes the recommendations on where we go? You

guys. You gave recommendations that we put on the list. 

—I can tell you one city right now that is pushing hard and that is

Norfolk, VA. While Norfolk is a veteran friendly city, and it has an

airport, it is on the East Coast. 

–I recommend that we set up a schedule—a five year plan of where

we want to have the annual convention. 

• Treasurer Gregg asked if have the list of five that we would rec-

ommend, or are looking at or are proposed, or suggested? 

• Executive Director Fisher responded that he could give five off of

the top of his head that are being looked at: Nashville, Branson,

Orlando, Las Vegas and Dallas. So those are the cities that we are

looking at.

• But the Korean Embassy would like to have something every year

around July 27th in Washington, D.C. I think we should look at

Washington, D. C. as a special event type of place for our annual

meetings when we have anniversaries or something like that. 

• Director Covel made a motion to adopt the recommendations

made by Executive Director Fisher. Director McHugh seconded the

motion. 

—This was followed by a lot of miscellaneous discussion on when
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to have the meetings, etc. 

–Finally, the President asked for a vote to accept the five year plan,

and it was passed unanimously. 

◙ Recommendation to change the name of the Korean War Veterans

Association (KWVA) to the Korean Veterans of America

Association (KVAA): 

• President Kinard: 

—We are here today to decide whether we want to pursue a name

change. I do not want you to feel like we have to vote today to

change the name. That is not what we are here for. I do not feel like

we have enough information as to the legal right and the legal

process to make that name change. 

• Executive Director Fisher reported that he had heard both for and

against the decision. The reason that this is being brought up at this

time is because some members feel that the word War in Korean

War Veterans Association is deterring Korean Defense Veterans

from joining the Association. 

—Executive Fisher said that a name change would require a lot of

paperwork, and he covered those requirements.

• Director Scarlato made a motion that we do not change the name

and that we do not take any more action with it. The motion was

seconded by Director McCarthy and passed unanimously. 

• Executive Director Fisher commented that there are consequences

either way we go. 

—If you don’t that’s fine, and I am in favor of keeping the name

too. 

—But what are you planning to do to increase membership to make

sure that this does not become a “Last Man” organization? 

—I can tell you what it is. It is recruiting, and it is recruiting by

every single person within the KWVA, not only the existing mem-

bers that we talked about that are inactive, but also going after the

Korean Defense Veterans and making them feel welcome. That’s

going to be your solution. 

• Director Scarlato said that statements have been made that the

Korean Defense Veterans did not want to join the KWVA because

of the name of “war.” 

• It all depends on how you approach a person and how you want

to recruit them. That’s the whole key. 

—If you approach them and just ask, “Do you want to join the

KWVA?”, and don’t really explain to them the situation, they are

not going to join. The young guys are not going to join any organ-

ization until they get older. 

◙ For The Good Of The Order/Awards Presentations:

• President Kinard presented outgoing Directors Dappen and

Scarlato with a President’s Award.

◙ Benediction: Treasurer Gregg gave the benediction.

◙ Flag Salute: President Kinard

◙ Motion to Adjourn: Director Stevens made the motion to adjourn.

It was seconded by Director Brown and passed unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted

Frank Cohee, National Secretary
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