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October 18, 2014
Call for the Meeting: KWVA Website and July-August issue

of The Graybeards.
Place of Announced Meeting: Kahler Grand Hotel, 20 SW

2nd Ave., Rochester, MN 55902

Call to Order: President Larry Kinard at 0901 hours.

Pledge of Allegiance:  Director L. T. Whitmore, Chairman of

the National Ceremonies Committee.

Invocation: National Chaplain Leo Ruffing. President

Kinard asked that we all remember and keep in our prayers

former members of the KWVA leadership team who passed

away during the past year: Director James Fountain, Director

Art Griffith, Treasurer Gary Rockburn, and Chaplain Emeritus

Leonard Stegman. 

Administrative Announcements: President Larry Kinard.

Rules of Decorum and Debate:  President Kinard read the

rules to the members and asked that they keep them in mind

as we move forward.

Adopt Meeting Agenda: Upon motion by Jack Register, sec-

onded by Bill Alli, CID 33, the meeting agenda, as revised by

President Kinard, was unanimously approved. 

Roll Call and Introductions: Secretary Cohee called the

Roll.

KWVA Board Members:

Larry Kinard, President

Warren Wiedhahn, 1st Vice President

J. D. Randolph, 2nd Vice President

Frank Cohee, Secretary

Tom Gregg, Treasurer

Luther Dappen, Director

Salvatore Scarlato, Director

John T. “Sonny” Edwards, Director

George J. Bruzgis, Director

George P. Covel, Director

Tine P. Martin, Sr. Director

Thomas W. Stevens, Director

Roy E. Aldridge, Director

Albert H. McCarthy, Director

Thomas M. McHugh, Director

L. T. Whitmore, Director

Richard E. Brown, Director

• Secretary Cohee reported that all officers and directors were

in attendance.

• President Kinard recognized and thanked all of the

Department and Chapter Presidents who were in attendance:

Hurley Morris, President of CID 254, Herb Spencer, President

of CID 99, Bob Fitts, State of Illinois Commander and

President of CID 168, Narce Caliva, Commander of CID 313,

Bill Hoehn, President of CID 41, Roy Aldridge, President of

CID 249, L. T. Whitmore, Department of Virginia

Commander, Tom Stevens, President of CID 181, Frank

Cohee President of CID 158, Warren Wiedhahn, President of

CID 100, J. D. Randolph, President of CID 270, Sal Scarlato,

Department of New York President and President of CID 64,

Tine Martin, Commander of CID 259, and Jake Feaster,

President of CID 16.

• President Kinard introduced the following KWVA staff and

others:  Bill Burns, Judge Advocate, Jim Doppelhammer,

Webmaster, Jake Feaster, Membership Management and

Assistant Secretary, Jongwoo Han, KWVA Liaison to Korean-

American Association, Leo Ruffing, National Chaplain, Tom

Gregg, Treasurer, Bill Mac Swain, Senior Advisor to the

President, Lew Ewing, Past Director, and Charlie Price,

National Legislative Director. Also recognized were Mr. Al

Baldus, KWVA member and former Congressman from the

State of Wisconsin, and Ms. Corinne Schieck, Recorder.

Declaration of Quorum: Secretary Cohee announced that

quorum was present, with 58 members in attendance. 

Approval of Minutes of the previous Annual Association

General Membership meeting:

The meeting was held in Arlington, VA, July 26, 2013. The

minutes of that meeting were printed in the

September/October, 2013 issue of The Graybeards magazine. 

Upon motion by Bob Hill, CID 194, seconded by Jim Wall,

CID 181, the minutes were unanimously approved as printed

in The Graybeards. 
Guest Speaker: Dr. Jongwoo Han, a Professor at Syracuse

University and founder of the Korean War Veterans Digital

Memorial Foundation, now known as the Korean War Legacy

Foundation. 

Dr. Han introduced Miss Emily Neitzell, who attended the

Korean War Veterans Youth Corps convention in Washington,

D.C. and is the granddaughter of a Korean War veteran. She is

assisting Dr. Han in conducting interviews with Korean War

veterans for the Foundation. So far, he has conducted about

400 interviews and collected more than 6,000 artifacts.

The purpose for his Foundation is to preserve the legacy of the

Korean War veterans and to educate the public about the sig-

nificant role the Korean War played in the 20th century of

human history.  

Dr. Han asked all Korean War veterans to talk with their

grandchildren and great-grandchildren to encourage them to

participate in next year’s Korean War Youth Camp to be held

in Washington, D. C. in July 2015.        

President’s Report  
President Kinard:

• thanked Dr. Han for all that he does for our Association and

for our Korean War veterans and his work with our grandchil-

dren to preserve our legacy and also for his help in obtaining

contributions from the Chairman of Pantech totaling

$100,000.  

• reported that we are very sound financially at this point.
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• stated that even though we have not reached the 10% limit

of Korean Defense Veterans who are members of the KWVA,

we need to increase our efforts to obtain relief from this IRS

imposed limitation because we need to recruit more Defense

Veterans. 

• noted that one of the ways we can help get that done is to

employ an Executive Director who will have the time to work

on this problem. He also will assist with membership recruit-

ment and fund raising and perform some of our administrative

duties.  He will become a focal point for our Association in

Washington, filling a void that has existed for many years.

• mentioned that our Board of Directors voted to approve the

Executive Director position in March 2014, subject to final

approval by the KWVA membership. The Executive Director

Search Committee recommended Mr. James Fisher, who has a

long history of working with the KWVA and Korean veterans.

• introduced Mr. Fisher, who gave us a detailed account of his

background, how he has worked with Korean and other veter-

ans, and how he feels he can provide the assistance our

Association is looking for and needs.  

• thanked Mr. Fisher for his remarks and explained that he will

be a non-voting member of our Board of Directors, working

part time, since we could not afford to employ a full-time per-

son of his stature.

Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer Tom Gregg reviewed/discussed:

• our financial reports with the members and presented the

budgets for approval

• the 2014 budget, amended to reflect the increase in expendi-

tures to fund the Executive Director position

• the December 31, 2015 budget in detail, showing a projected

net profit for the year of $32,690.  

Upon motion by Bob Hill, CID 194, seconded by Bert

Hoffman, CID 40, the amended 2014 Budget and the 2015

Budget were approved without opposition.

• our current and projected financial position with the mem-

bers.

• the Statement of Activities for the nine-months ending

September 30, 2014

• the budget to Actual for this nine-month period

• the projected Actual to Budget comparison for December 31,

2014.

• projected that we’ll have an increase in net assets at the end

of December of about $93,000.  

Upon motion by Norb Bentlel, CID 26, seconded by Bob Fitts,

CID 168, the Financial Statement Report was approved. 

Executive Director Position
Following the comments by President Kinard and Mr. Fisher,

Past Director Lew Ewing summarized the discussion regard-

ing the proposal to establish the new Executive Director posi-

tion. 

• The Executive Director will be appointed by the President

with the approval of the Board of Directors.

His primary duties will be to:

• assist the President with Administrative duties

• assist with Membership Recruitment

• assist with Fund Raising

• coordinate programs and events for the KWVA

• establish and maintain a working relationship with members

of the U.S. Congress and their staff

• monitor key legislative issues of interest to the KWVA

• become a member of the Veterans Service Organizations

Coalition in Washington, D.C.

A Professional Executive Director located in the Washington

D.C. market will provide a very positive influence for our

Association and elevate it to the level that we need and

deserve.

Past Director Ewing proposed the following motion:

• that we vote to ratify the Board’s recommendation to estab-

lish the new Executive Director position for our KWVA, with

appointment to commence on November 1, 2014. The

Executive Director will be appointed by our KWVA President

subject to final approval by our KWVA Board of Directors.

Upon motion by Bill Alli, CID 33, seconded by Bob Hill, CID

194, the motion was unanimously approved.

Bylaw Revisions  
With four Bylaw revisions or additions to consider, Past

Director Ewing stated that in the interest of time he would

summarize the verbiage in some instances, rather than reading

the full text.  The full text of these changes appeared in an ear-

lier issue of The Graybeards, so you have had an opportunity

to review them prior to this meeting.  

Revision Number 1: Upon motion by Harry Smart, CID 298,

seconded by Richard Dahl, CID 254 the members ratified the

Board’s recommendation to amend ARTICLE III, OFFICERS

AND POWERS, Section 1. Powers and Duties. E. Appointed

Positions and to add a new sub-paragraph to ARTICLE III,

OFFICERS AND POWERS, Section 1. Powers and Duties, H.

Executive Director to add the Executive Director position into

the Bylaws as set forth in the May-June 2014 issue of The
Graybeards.
Revision Number 2: Upon motion by Narce Caliva, CID 313,

seconded by Harry Smart, CID 298, the members ratified the

Board’s recommendation to revise ARTICLE II, OFFICERS,

BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND ASSOCIATION ELEC-

TIONS, Section 7. Vacancies to clarify the method of filling

vacant Officer positions on the KWVA Board as set forth in

the September-October 2013 issue of The Graybeards.
Revision Number 3: Upon motion by Jim Koenighain, CID

99, seconded by Jim Hall, CID 181, the members ratified the

Board’s recommendation to add ARTICLE X. KOREAN

WAR VETERANS ASSOCIATION, INC. DISSOLUTION,

Section1. Purpose and Section 2. Method into the Bylaws to

define the method to dispose of Association assets upon disso-

lution of the KWVA as set forth in the May-June 2014 issue of

The Graybeards.

Revision Number 4:  Upon motion by Bob Hill, CID 194, sec-
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onded by Bob Fitts, CID 168, the members ratified the

Board’s recommendation to revise ARTICLE V, DEPART-

MENTS AND CHAPTERS, II. CHAPTERS, Section 4.

Officers, to allow Associate members to hold certain leader-

ship positions in Chapters as set forth in the May-June 2014

issue of The Graybeards.

Guest Speakers 
Congressman Walz from the 1st District in Minnesota and a

former U.S. Army Command Sergeant Major welcomed

everyone to Minnesota. He talked about how the United States

has always been at the forefront in defending liberty, not only

here in the United States but throughout the world. He

thanked our members for our stand against Communism in

Korea and the impact that stand had in shaping the world

today.  

Dr. Byong Moon Kim, a very successful and very generous

and patriotic Korean American, expressed his gratitude to the

American military, the American people, and President Harry.

S. Truman for saving his country, the Republic of Korea, from

the invasion of the communistic North Korean forces support-

ed by the Soviet Union and Communist China. 

His family has established a scholarship initiative this year in

honor of Americans who died in Korea. His closing remarks

were, “May God bless you because your legacy will be lasting

forever.  Thank you.”

Peter Taves is the Director of Communication for the

American Veterans of Korea Foundation (AVKF) located in

Seoul, Korea, founded by Representative Jung Hoon Kim,

who is a member of the National Assembly in Korea.  Peter is

the grandson of a Korean War veteran. He is in charge of help-

ing to develop new programs for AVHF to support veterans.   

The Foundation is in its infancy and they are trying to identify

ways they can best help our Korean War veterans and our

descendants while supporting and protecting our legacies.  For

starters, last year they awarded $10,000 in scholarships to

descendants of Korean War veterans and also gave us $3,000

to help with this year’s reunion expenses.  

Peter asked members in attendance to give him their sugges-

tions of ways the AVKF can help our veterans.

2015 Annual Meeting:  
Upon motion by Bob Fitts, CID 168, seconded by Narce

Caliva, CID 313, the members ratified the Board’s recommen-

dation to hold the 2015 KWVA Annual Meeting July 24th –

July 27th, in the Washington, D. C. area at a hotel yet to be

determined.  

Committee Reports
Membership and Recruitment - John “Sonny” Edwards,

Chairman 

• Sonny stressed the fact that we all are members of the

Membership and Recruitment Committee and we all need to

actively recruit new members. 

• Membership is at 14,663, down 92 from last year. 

• Deceased comrades this year is at 1,364. 

• If 10% of our members would recruit just one new member,

we would increase our membership by 1,400. 20% would

mean about 3,000 new members. It is attainable!  

• We are trying new ways of attracting new members. 

• He has T-shirts with “If you ever served in Korea, see Me”

and he is talking with the National Commander of the Native

American Association representing some 400 different tribes

across the country who are interested in joining our

Association. 

Elections Committee – Al McCarthy, Chairman

Al reminded everyone who may be interested in running for

one of the open Directors positions that the requirements are

listed in the Election Rules 4.9.1 of the SPM and he thanked

the members of the Committee and past Committee Chairmen

Tom McHugh and George Bruzgis for their help.

Fund Raising Committee – Tom McHugh, Chairman

• Tom reported the 2014 Raffle sold 1,298 tickets and raised

$50,733.

• He has mailed 129 letters to some of the largest firms in the

country.   

• We will be purchasing another 500 of our National KWVA

coins, plus we will design a new special coin to commemorate

the 65th Anniversary of the start of the war and the 20th

Anniversary of our Memorial.  

• We also will hold another raffle in 2015. 

Tell America Committee – Roy Aldridge, Chairman

• Roy stressed the importance of all of us putting forth the

effort required to get the word out to our fellow Americans,

both young and old.  

• Tools are available to assist you, such as the Korea Reborn
book, DVDs and a Power Point program that you can down-

load from the website.  

• We need to get into schools, civic clubs, military installa-

tions, anywhere we can find people to listen. They need to

know the significance of what we did in Korea.

Revisit Korea Tours – Warren Wiedhahn, Chairman

Warren reported that the number of veterans involved in the

Revisit Program and in the financial commitment by the ROK

government has increased each year and the eligibility

requirements have also changed.  

Warren’s son Jamie explained that the Korean government is

planning to adjust the cutoff date, to a date not determined at

this time, to allow Defense Veterans to participate in the

Revisit Program. Also, they now have a “Students Meet

Veterans Program” where high school or college age students

spend a day with a veteran while touring the DMZ and the

Joint Security Area.  

Other recent additions are the Peace Camp for grandchildren

and an outreach program called a “Good Neighbor Program.”

National Ceremonies Committee – Tim Whitmore,

Chairman

The Committee coordinates the logistics for wreath laying

ceremonies at Arlington National Cemetery on Memorial Day

and Veterans Day each year and ceremonies at our Korean

War Memorial in Washington, including the Turn to Busan

ceremony. Tim asked all Chapter and Department

BUSINESS



22

November - December 2014November - December 2014                                                                                                                                The GraybeardsThe Graybeards

Commanders to make him aware of ceremonies that are going

on in their Chapters and States.

VAVS Program – J. D. Randolph, Chairman

J. D. reviewed the report from the VA of how many total vol-

unteer hours we performed and the total for each hospital.  

• Number one was Dallas with 5,167 hours

• second was Bay Pines, FL with 2,754 hours

• third was Brooklyn, NY with 2,129 hours

• fourth was Muskogee, OK with 1,843 hours

The KWVA gave a total of 26,400 hours, serving 37 different

locations.  

J. D. encouraged more Chapters to get involved, because the

VA needs more support from Korean War veterans.

IRS Group Exemption Letter – Tom Gregg, Treasurer

• The KWVA has been granted a blanket IRS Group

Exemption Letter that would grant Chapters and Departments

IRS Tax Exemption status under IRS Code 501(C)19. It

applies to all KWVA Chapters and Departments, as they can

now be included in the Group Exemption letter, which means

they would be exempt and would not have to pay taxes. 

• There is no requirement to file an IRS 1094. If any Chapter

or Department wants to be included, they must notify the

KWVA Treasurer. The process is not difficult, but there may

be some areas in the application that you may need help with.

Tom will walk you through the process and answer any ques-

tions you may have. 

• Please remember, it is optional; you are not required to par-

ticipate in the Group Exemption program. If you already have

your own Tax Exemption Number, you may continue to file

under that number.  

• If you have any questions, call Tom!

Comment from Dr. Byong Moon Kim:

Dr.  Kim is concerned that there are numerous conflicting sta-

tistical reports regarding our involvement in the Korean War;

the number of troops participating, the total wounded, killed

in action, missing in action, prisoners of war, etc.  He remind-

ed us of the importance of statistics and if we don’t get it

right, then no one will believe it.

Membership Administrative Assistant:

Our Webmaster, Jim Doppelhammer, introduced the

Membership Administrative Assistant, Mrs. Sheila Fritts.

Sheila is doing a great job for the Association, and everyone

who has met her or talked with her agrees.

Good of the Order:

Nothing.

Closing Ceremony:

Benediction by Chaplain Leo Ruffing. 

Salute the Flag:

Adjournment:  Upon motion by Bob Hill, CID 194, seconded

by Mr. Behner, CID 40, the meeting was adjourned at 12:32

p.m. 

Following the adjournment, Director Luther Dappen, played

his guitar as we all sang “God Bless America.”

There appeared in the January/February 2010 issue of the

Graybeards my original article re the KWVA Code of Conduct.

The response from members was more than I anticipated. In fact,

there are 1,364 current subscribers to the Code.

Since that time, over 4,000 new members have been added to

the KWVA roster. Many of them may not be aware of the exis-

tence of such a thing as the Code of Conduct. I still feel strongly

that the Code is timely and appropriate. Therefore, I believe it is

time to offer it again.

Stephen Szekely, 1516Laclede Rd., South Euclid, OH 44121

CODE OF CONDUCT - REVISITED
The Code of Conduct has been in existence since August of 2006

when it was conceived by Past KWVA President Col.Louis T. Dechert.
At that time the climate in the KWVA was somewhat turbulent, due to
the questionable behavior of some members, whose apparent goal
was to disrupt the administration of the KWVA.

The Code of Conduct is one of honor, a moral code, a pledge or
promise, of proper attitude and behavior of members. It is meant to
create a sense of pride shared by those in the same group.

By the fall of 2009, subscribers to the Code of Conduct had num-
bered 373 nationally. It was felt that it needed some publicity as it was
known only by word of mouth. An ar ticle appeared in the
January/February 2010 Graybeards along with a copy of the Code.
This article has had space on the KWVA home page, just below the
section of “Recently Joined New Members,” thanks to our
Webmaster, should you wish to look into the background of the Code.

The purpose of this follow-up article is to reach the 4,396 new
members who have joined the KWVA since March 2010 and are not
aware of the Code of Conduct.

Informational letters have been sent to many Chapters inviting their
members to become subscribers to the Code. But, for whatever rea-
son, response has not been that for which you would hang out the
banner. Thankfully, however, the number of subscribers today is
1,363. My goal is to reach and sign up 10% of the total KWVA mem-
bership which, as of this writing, is 14,677.

Nationally, there are only two Chapters that have 100% subscribers
to the Code. Lake Erie Chapter #112 of Euclid, Ohio was the first,
with Danbury, CT Chapter #11 following just recently. The Chosin
Few #41 in Minnesota; Lawton #319 in Oklahoma; Westchester-
Putnam County #91 in New York; Quad Cities #168 in Illinois;
Maryland #33 in Maryland; Washington #324 in Missouri; Richard
L. Quatier#321 in Washington; and Norville B. Finney #256 in
Michigan have submitted large numbers of subscribers this past year.
Thank you, one and all, for your efforts to help me reach my goal.

I have enclosed a copy of the Code of Conduct on the next page for
members to read, digest, sign and return to me, so that I may add
your name to the list of subscribers.

Thank you, For the Good of the Order!!

Stephen Szekely LR10744, Custodian, Code of Conduct.

Offered Again

The KWVA Code of Conduct 
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