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Background

The Korea Revisit program was begun by the Ministry of Patriots and
Veterans Affairs (MPVA/Seoul) in 1975 for the 25th anniversary of the
outbreak of the Korean War to express the Republic of Korea (ROK’s)
government’s gratitude to Korean War veterans and their families also
to show them the bountiful results of their sacrifices and devotion.

MPVA’s Eligibility Requirements
Korean War Veterans who served in or supported ground, naval, or air
operations in the Korean Theater between June 25, 1950 and October
15, 1954. Family members of deceased or disabled Veterans are eligi-
ble to participate in the “Korea Revisit Program.” An eligible applicant is
allowed to bring a family member or friend as a “travel companion.”

Expanded Eligibility
For the 60th anniversaries (2010-13) there will be more quotas avail-
able. In addition, those who have been on a Revisit prior to 2006 can
apply to return again (Call MHT for more details). Widows and family
members of deceased veterans or those unable to travel are also eligi-
ble for the Revisit as Veteran Representatives.

Benefits & Schedule
Free hotel accommodations for the veteran their companion or veteran
representatives, meals for 5 nights and 6 days in Seoul for 2 people. If
you want to bring more people you may at your expense.
Accommodations are based on (2) persons per room, if you want your
own hotel room you may at your own expense. All of the above items
need to be requested in writing.
Tours of Seoul and its vicinity, banquet hosted by the MPVA and KVA
with presentation of the “Ambassador for Peace” medal, tours of the
DMZ, Pan-Mun-Jom, War Memorial Museum, National Cemetery.

Typical Korea Revisit Itinerary:
Day 1: Fly to Korea
Day 2: Arrival day Incheon Airport, Korea check into Seoul Hotel.
Day 3: Wreath Laying at United Nations Monuments.
Day 4: Korean War Commemoration Ceremonies.
Day 5: Panmunjom, DMZ Thank You Banquet in the evening.
Day 6: War Memorial Museum tour, Korean culture show.
Day 7: Departure 

Sundry Notes
1. The MPVA Revisit Program privileges are provided for scheduled
groups only.

2. Participants are required to have a valid passport that does not expire
until 6 months after return to the USA.

3. Neither MPVA Seoul nor MHT Virginia U.S.A is responsible for any
loss of or damage to personal or other items; medical expenses, injuries
or loss of life due to any accident of whatever nature during the Revisit
tours. 

4. Hospitalization, Evacuation and Trip Cancellation Insurance is
required by MPVA for all veterans, companions or veteran representa-
tives. Insurance costs are included in the admin service charge for
Korea only.

5. Transportation costs to and from Korea will be borne by each person
who participates in the program. The Korean government is now subsi-
dizing airfare for persons traveling with the group administered by MHT.

6. Applications will be received/accepted on a “First-come, first-
served” basis.

7. Use of frequent flyer miles or other “free” transportation is allowed,
but the administrative service fee of $450.00 per person is still required
for the insurance and administration.

By Joseph B. Chambers

The mist hangs like a dirty drape. 
Formless shapes struggle to escape. 
Stands of water swirl like tidal pool.

Life teaming in a little world.

My boots are wet, my feet are cold.
What am I doing here?

Am I to grow old?

Thunder in the sky, planes flying  by. 
Can’t see the clouds hung out to dry.

Can’t sleep much, waiting for the dawn, waiting for the sun.
This is an odd place - everyone with the same face.

Can’t drink the water - rations are poor. 
Bed down at night, the earth for a floor.

Got a hole in my belly, a gun in my hand - sitting in this sand.
Complain?

Can’t do that. My Choice - I enlisted.
Could have listened as my friends insisted.

I thought that I would be forever young, but within a
week that thought was done.

We are the sons of prey - our minds buried in this grey.

Blackness penetrates my soul. 
Vengeance will take its toll.

We have spilled our blood, and lost our youth. 
Are they going to take all our tomorrows too?

I would like to say good-bye, but they are half a world away.
Maybe I should pray for just one more day.

Everything is so grey. 
(Signed by) J. Chambers

Joe Chambers enlisted in the army at age seventeen. He was
assigned to the 24th ID in Japan. He was among the first 400+ men
sent to engage the North Korean forces at Osan. He was wounded
and sent to a hospital in Japan for recovery. When he became fit for
duty, he was reassigned to the 25th ID, 27th Wolfhound Regt., which
was then defending the Pusan perimeter. Wounded a second time,he
was sent back to a hospital for recovery from his wounds. His third
assignment back to Korea was to the l94th Engineer Combat Bn. Joe
passed away in September 2013.
According to his two sons, Joe wrote this poem when he was seven-
teen years old.
Submitted by Charles Havey, 715 W. St Moritz Dr., Payson, AZ 85541
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