
The Where, When, and Why of the Korean War 

Tell America
We presented a program to

Diane Hankins’ history class
at Pana [IL] High School on 7
March 2014.

Jerry Seymour,

gearshift3a1@yahoo.com

24 – CHARLES PARLIER [IL]

Jerry Seymour (U.S. Army) speaks to students at Pana High School as Gene
Howell (U.S. Army) looks on 

So far this year Paul Wolfgeher
and I have done two tell

America Programs. On January
30th, 2014, we returned once
again to our favorite school and
our favorite History teacher, Mr.
Kelsey Boswell, at Lawson High
School in Lawson, MO. This year
Mr. Boswell has three history
classes, 4th hour, lunch with Mr.
Boswell, 5th hour and 6th hour. In
these three classes we had about
80 plus students. 

Paul and I arrived at about 10:30
a.m. and left about 3:30 p.m. It
was a long day for a couple of old
Korean veterans, but we still love
doing it.

On March 20, 2014, Paul and I
returned to the City of
Independence. MO Palmer Center
(Senior Citizens) for the second
time. Peggy Sowders told us  that
we were a big hit last year and
when she scheduled us this year,
100 people signed up for lunch.  

One of the things that some of
them requested was that this year

we leave our fold-out panels up
so that they could look at them
during and after lunch. This was a
hit.

This year we also set up our tell
America Display table. A few peo-
ple inquired about the program
and if we charged to do it. Of
course we do not. 

Also on this display we have 4X6
signed photos of Paul and me.
One lady asked if she could have
two photos and she was thrilled
when I said sure.

Oh well, what can I say? Maybe I
can quote a line from an old
Roger Miller song: “I am a Kansas
City star that’s what I are.”

It was a great day at the Palmer
Center. Thanks for inviting us
back, Peggy.

Robert (“Bob”) Jones, 13975 E.

35th St., Apt. 428,

Independence, MO 64055, 

816-836-0969 (H), 

816-809-0123 (C),

bobjones73rdtkbn@yahoo.com

Students at Pana High School listen attentively to Ch 24 presentation
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43 - KANSAS CITY MISSOURI # 2 [MO]

Gene Howell (U.S. Army) (seated) and Oval Mechling (U.S. Navy) of Ch 24
at Pana High School 

Students and teachers at Pana High School participate in Q&A period with
Ch 24 presenters



Peggy Sowders, Senior Adult
Programs Specialist at The
Palmer Center, introduces Paul
Wolfgeher and Bob Jones of 
Ch 43
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Paul Wolfgeher (L) of Ch 43
speaks to guests at Senior
Citizens event; Bob Jones (R)
looks on

Paul Wolfgeher (L) of Ch 43 and teacher Kelsey Boswell during Q&A at
Lawson High School

Continued on page 44

Paul Wolfgeher (R)
and Bob Jones of
Ch 43 deliver pres-
entation

54 - THOMAS W. DALEY, JR. [NJ] 



On November 8, 2013, some
members visited Galway High

School for a Tell America presen-
tation. They spoke to a large num-
ber of students, and were warmly
welcomed by the school principal,
Mr. Michael Healy, as well as the
school staff. 

Eight members spoke of their
experiences to the students, fol-
lowed by a question and answer
period. Chapter Commander Bill
Shaw, Gene Slavin, Earl Keeler,
Bob Olsen, Ed Bushey, Paul
Nolan, and Ed Dandarow were
present, as well as program chair-
man Bob Garland. Also present
were members of the school
board and special guests.

This was one of the most suc-
cessful presentations the chapter
has had, with a great deal of inter-
est shown by the students and
extraordinary cooperation by the
school. Many interesting items
were exhibited for the students to

examine, and Galway School very
kindly provided lunch following
the presentation for the veteran
panel and guests. 

We will continue to make young
people aware of the “Forgotten
War” and its cost at every oppor-
tunity. All our members are very
supportive of this program, pro-
viding items for display, some of
which were personally construct-
ed.

The Saratogian published a long
article on the visit and some of the
presenters’ backgrounds in its
November 11 edition. According
to reporter Paul Post, “Garland
said he’s never questioned
America’s role in Korea. ‘I think it
was a just cause…It’s just amaz-
ing the difference between North
and South Korea today.”  

Robert S. Garland, 35A Cass Ct.,

Ballston Lake, NY 12019

518-899-4385,

firecop@nycap.rr.com

60 – ADIRONDACK [NY]

Commander Ken Kur tz and
2nd Vice Commander Wayne

Doenges gave a presentation on
the Korean War to the 8th grade
students of Central Lutheran
school in New Haven, Indiana on
March 27, 2014. Kurtz talked
about the history of the Korean
War and Doenges presented a
slide show of personal photos

taken in Korea in 1953.

There was a question and answer
session after the presentation.
Many questions were asked by
the respectful and attentive
class. The presentation was well
received.

Wayne A. Doenges

goldnrocket@frontier.com
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133 - THE QUIET WARRIORS [IN] 

Ken Kurtz of Ch 133 shares Korean War memories with Central High School
studentsMembers of Ch 60 at Galway High School

Speaker from Ch 60
addresses Galway High audi-
ence

Exhibit presented by Ch 60 presenters
Ken Kurtz (L) and Wayne Doenges of Ch 133 watch Korean War highlights
with class at Central High School 

TELL AMERICA from page 29



We did a presentation at Bryan
Adams High School in Dallas.
Ernie Bousquet set up a Table of
Remembrance for POWs and
MIAs in the school cafeteria just
prior to the students entry for
“Meet a Hero Day,” which is held

annually at the school.

Ernie used the display to empha-
size the great losses during those
years

Deanna Kasten,

Ebousquet@tx.rr.com

On March 26th several members
met with 300 junior class mem-
bers of Omaha Westside High
School in assembly and recounted
their activities during the Korean
War. They also shared the history
behind the encounter and gave
their ideas on the future of the
divided country.    

Two presenters, Bill Wirges and Bill
Christensen, and Sam Wall had
just returned from the Honor Flight

to Washington D.C. The flight
included 450 Korean War veterans
and 150 companions, reputedly
the largest Honor Flight thus far,
including the World War II flights.  

The students were attentive and
interested. After the formal presen-
tation, they all came to the stage
and personally thanked the presen-
ters. 

Bill Christensen,

chriwl@msn.com

172 – HANCOCK COUNTY [OH] 183 – NEBRASKA #1

We recently inducted our first
associate member, Ms. Kim

Turley, BSN/RN. She has volun-
teered to serve on our Tell
America Committee.

Her goal is to write a book on the
accomplishments of all the nurse
veterans who served in the U.S.
and overseas during the Korean
War. She is gathering information

from nurses all over the United
States.

Ms. Turley gives the students a
whole new aspect about our
nation’s efforts to keep South
Korea a free nation.

Harry C. Biddinger, 1 Windstone

Ct., Findlay, OH 45840

419-423-5785
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Ernie Bousquet of Ch 270 lays out the
Table of Remembrance at Bryan
Adams High School (Photo by Jerry
Kasten)

ABOVE: Kim Turley
and Ray Jameson of
Ch 172 at Vanlue
High School

LEFT: Ray Jameson
(L) and Kim Turley of
Ch 172 at Van Buren
High School

Kim Turley of Ch 172 addresses students at Vanlue High School

270 - SAM JOHNSON [TX]

Nathan Bramley of the
Omaha Westside High
School Social Study
Department, moderator,
Dale Griffith, Bill Wirges,
Sam Wall and Bill
Christensen (L-R) at Ch
183’s presentation

Visit the Korean War Veterans
Association Website: 

www.kwva.org




