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ALL MEMBERS
Please complete and return the ballot in the

January/February issue of The Graybeards as soon as
you receive it. It is one of the few things that KWVA
members are asked to do. 

You deserve to have some say in the election. That
can only happen if you submit a ballot. Your vote will
help the Executive Board function with good members. 

If you have any questions at all, contact me by phone
or email. I will return your calls ASAP.

Read the ballot carefully--and vote. The completed
ballot must arrive in Tucson, AZ by 10 May, 2011.
Thomas M McHugh, Director
Chairman: Elections Committee
Chairman: National Ceremonies Committee
Phone: 908-852-1964   email: tmmchugh@msn.com 

George Bruzgis 
I am announcing my candidacy for the
office of Director of the Korean War
Veterans Association for the years
2013 thru 2016.

Military Experience

I entered the army in January 1953 and
completed basic training in Fort Knox
Armored Center, Kentucky. After train-
ing I was attached to the 7th Infantry
Division, 73rd Tank Battalion, Able
Company, Third Platoon as a loader on

a 32 tank. We were stationed on the front lines (Iron Triangle) until
the Armistice was signed on July 27th,1 1953, at which point we
were moved further south. I served in Korea for 15 months before
returning to Aberdeen Proving Ground as a Corporal, was promoted
to Staff Sergeant, and honorably discharged in March of 1957, after
serving two enlistments.

Included among my military decorations are the Good Conduct
Medal, National Defense Medal the Korean Service Medal with 1
Bronze Star, United Nations Service Medal, Korean Campaign Medal
and Ambassador of Peace Medal from the Korean Government.

Civilian Life

I worked in NYC as an Operating Engineer for the Galbreath
Corporation, retiring in 1995 as an assistant chief engineer for the
Goldman Sachs building. In 1965 my wife and I moved to New

Jersey with our two children, where we still reside.

Organizations

• National Director for the KWVA - completed 2011-20l2 vacancy

• KWVA Taejon Chapter 170 - member since 1998, National mem-
ber since 1999

• Quartermaster, Junior Vice Commander, Senior Vice Commander,
Commander, KWVA Department of New Jersey

• 3d Vice Commander 2001-2003, 1st Vice Commander 2003-
2007, NJ State Commander 2007-2012

As NJ State Chairman, I organized and was master of Ceremonies on
July 27th for the anniversary of Korean War Armistice ceremony in
Atlantic City, NJ for 2007 through 2010.

Attended several KWVA national conventions

Represented the KWVA at many Korean functions within the NY/NJ
area

Attended by invitation the Korea Ceremony at the UN with Director
McHugh

Work with both the New Jersey Republican and Democratic parties
on Veterans Affairs

Work with several local schools on the ‘Tell America” program

I am a life member of the KWVA and the VFW

I have attended several ceremonies in Washington DC and proudly
presented the Wreath at the Korean War Memorial and Arlington
Cemetery

n George J. Bruzgis
n George S. Covel
n John T. "Sonny" Edwards 

n Tine P. Martin, Sr.
n Thomas W. Stevens

CANDIDATES FOR DIRECTORS

BALLOT ENCLOSED IN THIS ISSUE
VOTE O VOTE O VOTE O VOTE 

You will vote for no more than four Directors
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I have signed the Code of Conduct

lf elected I will attend all called meetings and understand the 2 unex-
cused absences could be used for removal from office.

I request your support to allow me the opportunity to continue to rep-
resent all Korean Veterans. I will do my utmost to represent the
KWVA.

Always remember “FREEDOM IS NOT FREE”

George Bruzgis LR25454
230 Legion Place
Haledon NJ 07508
973-956-8672 <gbruzgis@aol.com>

George S. Covel  
I, George S. Covel, hereby state my
intention to run for the office of
Director (4 years) of the Korean War
Veterans Association. I am a Life
Member of the association with dues
paid through the upcoming term of
office and beyond. I promise to
attend all called meetings of the
Board of Directors during my term of
office. I understand that two (2) unex-

cused absences from such meetings may be cause for my removal
from office.

I am currently a Director/Trustee of the Department of New York,
Korean War Veterans Association; a Life Member of the Northeast
Chapter 59, KWVA; and an active member of Adirondack Chapter 60,
KWVA. I have been Chairman of the Memorial Service for the
Department of New York’s annual convention. I first joined the KWVA
at its beginning, but due to poor communication during those early
days, I became inactive until rejoining in the late ‘90s, when I joined
the Northeast Chapter.

During the Korean War I served from 1952 through 1954 (six years
after I had polio), 1953-54 as a Sergeant (E-5), Tuba Section Leader,
8th Army Band, which was the ceremonial band for the United Nations
Command Honor Guard. During red alerts, I handled the .50 caliber
machine gun on a tower in our compound.

Following my discharge, I served in the NY National Guard as a Court
Reporter in the JAG section, 42nd Inf. Div., where I rose to the rank of
MSGT (E-7) until 1960, when I received a COG Honorable Discharge
which was necessitated by my employment at the United Nations as
an English language verbatim reporter of debates.

My desire to serve my fellow veterans of the Korean War is prompted
by a wish to see our membership rolls grow as a result of Pres. Ferris’
stated program to enlarge our membership. I want to work to get the
word out about Korean veterans and what we did and how we do not
want to see our efforts or the memories of our fallen comrades for-
gotten. We have been The Forgotten War too long; we must continue
doing something about it, and that’s why I want to serve you. I also
want to see our organization continue on a sound financial basis.

My education and prior employment, plus my long history of service
to my colleagues in my profession, fellow union members and frater-
nal brothers gives me the experience to serve as a member of the
Board of Directors of this great organization of ours. I attended Hofstra
College (now Hofstra University), Juilliard School of Music, and have
attended Skidmore College as an audit student. I worked for 45 years
as a court reporter, working in the NYS Supreme Court, NYS Court of
Claims, the United Nations, and, as a free-lance reporter in New York,
New Jersey and Washington, DC, where I had the opportunity to work
at The White House. For 25 years, I was the official reporter for the
Grand Lodge conventions of the BPO Elks Lodge. Serving the youth
of my area. I skated as a USA Hockey Referee until age 70.

My association experience includes being a Past Exalted Ruler of an
Elks Lodge, Vice-President of a labor union local and a board mem-
ber of two other labor union locals. I am a Past President of my pro-
fessional organization, with ten years as its Legislative Committee
Chairman.

I am married two the former Joan Borowiec of Lowville, NY, for the
past 60 years. We are the parents of five children, have nine grand-
children and four great grandchildren. Joan has been very support-
ive of me in all of my service to the organizations of which I have
been a part.

All information contained in this letter and the copy of the
Membership Application Form is hereby released to the Elections
Committee for verification.

George S. Covel, Life Member#LF17212
850 County Route 61
Shushan, NY 12873(518) 854-3128
gcovel@nycap.rr.com

John T. “Sonny” Edwards 
In accordance with the Korean War
Veterans Association Bylaws, I am
pleased and privileged to submit my
name as a candidate for the position
Of National Director for the years
2013-2016.

My military service began with enlist-
ing in the Army Reserves in 1953 And
was called to active duty in 1956. I
received basic training at Fort
Jackson, SC and then was assigned

to Fort Leonard Wood, MO for Combat Engineer training.

I received orders in May 1957 for duty in Korea and was assigned to
the 24th Infantry Division 3rd Combat Engineer Battalion. When the
24th left Korea I was assigned to the 1st Calvary Division 8th Combat
Engineer Battalion.

Due to the illness and death of my father, I received a hardship dis-
charge in 1958 to run my fathers farming operation. I reported back to
the Army Reserves and was assigned to a Nike Missile Battalion. I
received an Honorable Discharge in 1962 with the rank of SFC. I am a
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graduate of the NCO Academy.

I worked 15 years in the meat packing industry, 22years as an
Insurance Manager and six as a Deputy Sheriff.

I am a Life Member of the VFW and have served as a Post Commander,
District Commander, Department Chief of Staff and as a Department
Chaplain. I am a member of the 24th Infantry Division Association and
the 1s Calvary Association.

I am currently serving as Commander of the KWVA Department of
Virginia and I am an Ambassador for the Department of Defense 60th
Anniversary Committee. In June 2012 I was appointed by President
Ferris to serve as National Recruiting Chairman.

I am a member of Trinity United Methodist Church and currently serve
as Church Lay Leader, Trustee and on the Budget and Finance
Committee.

I am a Life Member of the KWVA {LR34808}, therefore my dues are
current for the term of office I am seeking and I concur with have
signed The KWVA “Code of Conduct”. I will attend all called meetings
of the Board of Directors and I understand that two (2) unexcused
absences could be used to remove me from office.

Attached is a completed and signed KWVA Form 4.1.1Official
Membership Application which contains information concerning my
qualifications for the position of Director and I further authorize the
release of the information included in this application for verification by
the Election Committee.

I would consider it an honor to be elected to serve with the outstand-
ing group of Officers and Directors currently leading our organization
and I solicit your support. I am committed to recruiting new members
to join this great organization for our continued legacy.

John T. {Sonny} Edwards
14370 Mill Swamp Rd
Smithfield, VA 23430
H-757-357-2331
C-757-813-0254
kvetedwards@yahoo.com

Tine Martin, Sr. 
My name is Tine Martin, Sr. and I am
a candidate for the Office of National
Director of the Korean War Veterans
Association for the years 2013-2016.
Being a Life Member, my dues are
current. I will attend all called meet-
ings of the Board of Directors, and I
understand that two unexcused
absences could be used for my
removal from office. My service in

Korea was with 865th AAA AW SP Bn from 1951-1952,I am currently
serving my second term as Commander of the Department of Indiana.
For the last 10 years I have been Commander of the great Central
Indiana Chapter 259, Indianapolis, Indiana, of which I am very proud.
We have served the Roudebush V.A. Medical Center in Indianapolis

with contributions including “Care Packages” of T-Shirts, underwear,
toilet kits, playing cards, canteen cards, etc In addition, we have raised
nearly $8.000.00 for new landscaping for the front entrance of the hos-
pital, of which I am a registered Volunteer. I hope that I can make con-
tributions that will make the National organization even better. 

My military organizations are:

• 57-year-Life Member of American Legion Post 500, Speedway,
Indiana

• Life Member of VFW Post 7119, Ft. Harrison, Indiana 

•AMVETS Post 99, Indianapolis

• Association of the United States Army

• Indianapolis Veterans Day Council.

Tine P. Martin, Sr.
Life Member 30530
8 Jackson Court
Brownsburg, Indiana 46112
Tel: (317) 852-2413 (H)
and (317) 435-4804 (C)
E-Mail: tinepmartin@yahoo.com

Tom Stevens
I am Tom Stevens. It is my intent to
run for re-election to the Board of
KWVA. I’ll have served one 3 year
term which completes in 2013 and
would regard it a privilege if I am elect-
ed for a second term. During my first
term I have served is the Membership
Chairman under President MacSwain
and now President Ferris. President,
Jim Ferris is placing renewed empha-
sis on increasing KWVA membership.

My 3 years experience as Membership Chairman will enable me to
effectively help him achieve that goal.

I served four years in the U.S. Air Force, 1951-1955. During the Korean
War I as stationed at Kadena AFB, Okinawa. I flew 27 combat interdic-
tion missions to North Korea. My assigned position was that of, tail
gunner on a B-29 Superfortress. Later I served on B-50s, constantly
standing ready to deliver a retaliatory strike to communist Russia, if cir-
cumstances warranted. Upon being honorably discharged from the
USAF, I entered Drury College, Springfield, MO, graduating in l959 with
an AB degree in Economics/Psychology. Upon graduation from Drury,
I was hired into the Southwestern Bell Telephone Company manage-
ment training program. After holding a variety of management posi-
tions, the last one being District Manager in St. Louis, MO I retired with
32 years, 7 months of service. I was 1st V.P. of our Memorial
Committee which designed and built with donations a Korean War
Memorial in Overland park, KS. I am currently President of. Kansas CID
181. I have served previously as Secretary, Treasurer and 1st. V.P. I am
also President of the 307th Bomb Group/Wing (1946-54) and have
been the newsletter editor for the last 10 years. I have served one term

BUSINESS
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on my homes association board and will be running for re-election to
a second term beginning this fall. Two days each week I volunteer at
St. Joseph Medical Center, Kansas-City, MO as a transporter.

I am married to Barbara for 54 years. We have four grown children and
seven almost grown grandchildren.

My current mailing address is, 5310 W. 122nd Terrace, Overland Park,
KS 66209. My email is, stevenst@swbell.net and telephone number,
913 696-0447.

As a KWVA Life member, obviously my dues are paid. My Life mem-
ber number is LR25716.

I will attend all called meetings of the Board of Directors and I do
understand that two (2) unexcused absences could be used for my
removal from office.

Your vote for my re-election to the KWVA Board will be very much
appreciated.

Thank you,

Tom Stevens

BALLOT ENCLOSED IN THIS ISSUE
VOTE O VOTE O VOTE O VOTE 

Bob McGuire, William Cummins, “Sonny” Edwards, and Bob Balzer (L-R)
at Daytona Racetrack

Recruiting
Speeding Up The Recruiting Process At Daytona  

On November 24 and 25 2012, National Recruiting Chairman

John (“Sonny”) Edwards assisted the Department of Florida (DOF)

at its Recruiting Booth at the Turkey Rod Run Car Show held at

Daytona, FL. There was a great tribute to veterans in attendance.

Also in attendance were Bob McGuire, VP of the DOF, William

Cummins, author of The Forgotten, and Bob Balzer, Past President

of the DOF. 

John T. (“Sonny”) Edwards, 14370 Mill Swamp Rd.,

Smithfield, VA 23430, 757-357-2331,

KVetEdwards@yahoo.com

We Do Have Chapters
Numbered Higher Than 251

Some of our sharp-eyed readers may notice that chapter

news in this edition ends with Chapter 251. They might ask

whether we eliminated all chapters with numbers higher than

that. The answer is a resounding "NO!"

Believe it or not, the explanation is straightforward, uh,

black and white. Due to unprecedented demand among chap-

ters for space in this edition, we exhausted our color page allo-

cation. (Yes, we do have a limited number of color pages to

work with in each edition.) Since we always include chapters

news in our color section, we made an executive decision to

defer all eight chapters above 251 until the next issue, rather

than include them in black & white.

Those eight chapters will be first in line for the March-

April edition. We apologize for leaving some chapters out, but

it is one of the hazards of putting together The Graybeards. On

the plus side, it is nice to know that chapters are submitting

their news, which is too colorful to print in black and white.

Keep it coming!


