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The Where, When, and Why of the Korean War 

Tell America
Tell America Television Grows Even Bigger 

In 2009 Tell America Television
had its biggest break—or so we

thought—as it made its debut on
KWVA.org. America could see for
the first time in person the actual
heroes of the Korean War. Just
when we thought we had seen the
biggest accomplishment in the
program, another milestone
emerged.

On 3 February 2010, another
breakthrough happened. On that
day James E. Yaney, producer of
the TV program, and a member of
the National Committee, received
an email from South Korea. It
came from Mr. Ryan Kim, a
famous reporter from the Dong-A
newspaper, which is circulated to
over 1.5 million readers in Seoul.
He has an exclusive franchise with
the New York Times.

Mr. Kim contacted Mr. Yaney
regarding coming to America to
interview his staff, teachers, stu-
dents, and heroes of the Korean
War to record and take back to
Korea stories for the Korean peo-
ple to read.

Access TV, the television station
that airs the program, rolled out
the red carpet for Mr. Kim on his
arrival. Access TV personnel were
honored that he came so far to
see this extraordinary account of
the Korean War. 

The program opened with the
playing of both the U.S. and South
Korean national anthems to wel-
come Mr. Kim to America.
Afterwards, a five-hour interview
that was  filmed for our TV viewers
began with an interview of
America’s teachers, who were
represented by Mrs. Lynette
Wallace of Canterbury Middle
School, a loyal supporter of  the
Tell America program. Michael
Christenson, Mr. Yaney’s grand-

son, represented the high school
students of North Manchester
High School, in North Manchester,
Indiana.

Mr. Kim’s second interview was
with Melvin Butler, Robert
Freshour, and William Kim, veter-
ans who fought and held the
ground at the Pusan Perimeter and
who helped save Korea from
becoming Communist. His next
interview was with Sgt Stan
Bender, a Marine scout who
fought behind enemy lines at the
Chosin Reservoir, and was one of
the veterans who received the
Purple Heart there. 

As Mr. Kim continued his inter-
view, he heard from other sur-
vivors of the Chosin Reservoir,
Robert Meyer, Jimmy Cuellar, and
Gerry Loyd, some of whom
earned three or more Purple
Hearts.

His second-to-last interview was
with Lt. Thomas Gill, who flew
100 missions over North Korea
and was awarded the
Distinguished Flying Cross. To
close out his visit, he interviewed
the staff of Tell America, Mr. Yaney,
Cpl Parish, Sgt William Hullinger,
and Navy Corpsman and Silver
Star recipient John Pequignot.

After the five-hour film session,
Mr. Yaney and the production staff
of Tell America, along with Mrs.
Jean Yaney, explained how they
televise this military show and the
pride they have in doing so. At that
point, we bid Mr. Kim farewell,
after which he promised Mr. Yaney
that, because of the friendship
they formed here in Ft. Wayne,
they would stay in continuous
contact to carry on the story of the
Korean War for both our nations‘
youngest generations.

Gathering at Access TV (L-R) Jim Yaney, Mr. Kim, Mrs. Lynette Wallace,
Michael Christenson

Saluting their respective national anthems at Access TV (L-R) John
Pequignot, Jim Yaney, Mr. Kim, William Hullinger 

TV staff of Tell America (L-R) John Pequignot, Jim Yaney, Mr. Ryan Kim,
Cpl Parish, Sgt Hullinger
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On April 8th and 9th 2009, our
members presented the “Tell

America” program to over 200
students at the Waxahachie High
School, Waxahachie, TX.
Presenters were Chapter
President Larry Kinard and
Directors, Officers, and Team
Members Marvin Dunn, Roy Hill,
Bill Hoyle, Bill Mac Swain, Gene
Richards, Bryon White, and
George Wolf. 

The students were receptive to
the presentation and especially

attentive when hearing the expe-
riences of our presenters relating
to combat and surviving during
combat conditions. They asked
questions and were quite taken
by the display of the individual
military awards, e.g., the Purple
Heart and other campaign rib-
bons, posters, 782 gear, ban-
doliers, shells, communication
equipment, helmets (they were
amazed at the weight), and a
grenade (defused, of course).

Members of Ch 199 and students at Richard Milburn Academy enjoy a
moment together

215 - WALTON H. WALKER [TX]

Members of Ch 199 at Richard Milburn Academy (L-R) Dick Caverly,
Skip Hannon, Mary Ann Maus, Marv Abston (mostly hidden), Carl Block,
Bill Gilkerson 

A portion of Ryan Kim’s article in Dong-A 

199 - MANASOTA [FL]

We presented a “Tell America”
program at Richard Milburn

Academy on February 19, 2010. 

Thomas (“Skip”) Hannon,

colonelglenn@verizon.net

Continued

Ù



46

March March –– April 2010April 2010 The GraybeardsThe Graybeards

Bill Mac Swain explains POW table
significance at Ch 215’s
Waxahachie Tell America event

Three members, Jr. Vice
Commander Paul Whaley
(Marines), Charles Ferguson
(Army), a POW for 2-1/2 years,
and Commander Don Eliason (Air
Force), par ticipated in a Tell
America program at Frank P.
Brown Elementary School in
Cumberland City, TN. We shared
our experiences in the Korean
War.

We spoke to six 7th and 8th
grade history classes, and shared
the reading of the American flag-
folding process to explain why it
is done thirteen times. 

The students, along with their
teacher, Mrs. Debbie Jones, had
invited us to share our stories. We

also passed out to each student a
copy of Etiquette of the Stars and
Stripes.

Another teacher, Cherie Leggett,
was kind enough to take the near-
by pictures. She also wrote us
this note:

Thank you so much for spend-
ing the day at Frank P. Brown
Elementary School, sharing your
knowledge and experiences with
the students. We appreciate your
service and sacrifice to our coun-
try and your continued education
of our youth.  

Cheri Leggett

Don Eliason

doneliason@frontiernet.net

297 - PLATEAU [TN]

Ch 215 members present Tell America material to Waxahachie, TX students

Waxahachie students inspect 782
gear at Ch 215’s Tell America
presentation

Tell America presenting “team” from Ch 215 (L-R) George Wolfe, Gene
Richards, Bill Mac Swain, Marvin Dunn, Byron White, Bill Hoyle

We are planning to return next
year during our 60th anniversary,
and we anticipate the same warm
welcome that we received from

the students and faculty in 2009.

William Hoyle,

william.hoyle@yahoo.com

Don Eliason (L) and Charles Ferguson of Ch 297 demonstrate flag fold-
ing process to students

Paul Whaley (at podium), Don Eliason, and Charles Ferguson of Ch 297
address students at Frank Brown Elementary School 
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303 - BEAUFORT COUNTY [SC] 

Ch 303 members Don Shea (L) and Bob Schweickart (R) with members of
Hilton Head High School Jr. Naval ROTC and Chief Petty Officer Gonzales 

We presented a Tell American
program to Cadets of the Hilton
Head [SC] High School Jr. Naval
ROTC Unit and their instructor,
Chief Petty Officer Gonzales.

Bob Schweickart
5 Airy Hall Ct. 

Hilton Head Island, SC 29928
(843) 341-3073

Have a Mini-Reunion? Dedicating a

Memorial? Attending a Banquet
Send your photos and a short write-up to The
Graybeards editor for publication! 

Mail to Art Sharp, Editor, Korean War Veterans
Association, 152 Sky View Drive., Rocky Hill, CT
06067

National KWVA Fund Raiser 
Flower Rose of Sharon

The Rose of Sharon is the National KWVA fund raising

flower. The Rose of Sharon is sold by the dozen.

r Sample order is 4 dozen @ $12 plus $3.00 S/H.

r Minimum order is 20 doz. @ $60 plus $5.00 S/H.

Order from: Earl House

1870 Yakona Rd.

Baltimore, MD 21234

Phone 410-661-8950

Make Checks payable to:   Maryland Chapter – KWVA 

My Lucky 20 Yards 
by Fielding Magness

Sometimes a snap decision proves to be a correct one. For

example, in the spring of 1951 the 8th Army was advancing after

the Chinese intervention. I was a Squad Leader of a rifle platoon

of I Company, 3rd Bn., 21st Regt., 24th Inf. Div. Our final objec-

tive that day was a hill. As we advanced, we received several inef-

fective rifle shots, with no causalities. 

As always, when an infantryman stops, he digs in. There was a

trail up the reverse slope of the hill, over the top, and down to the

valley below. I wanted my automatic rifle to cover that trail. I gen-

erally dug in with Rayburn, my automatic rifleman, but I decided

to put Meehan with him. I dug in about 20 yards away. 

At dawn, I checked the line and found their hole empty. I fig-

ured they were down on the reverse, making coffee, etc. Then, I

noticed their shoes lying there alongside a Chinese fur cap. Down

the trail were personal items that had been tossed around. It was

obvious that the Chinese had captured Rayburn and Meehan.

Later that day we asked people in a small village if they had

seen any soldiers during the night. They said yes. About 3 a.m., 2

or 3 Chinese soldiers and 2 Americans went through. But, this

story has a happy ending. 

When I rotated home in August 1951, we were issued new

clothing in Tokyo. As I was getting mine, who was passing out

pants and shirts but Meehan and Rayburn!

I asked them what had happened. They explained that they we

both asleep, as I believe everyone of us were, since we were all

“dog tired.“ About 3 a.m. Chinese soldiers woke them up with fin-

gers to their mouths to warn them to remain quiet. The Chinese

were hiding on the reverse slope and they wanted to get back to

their own lines. 

They took Meehan and Rayburn to a cave, where they ran some

errands and helped with Chinese wounded. The Chinese did not

mistreat the Americans—and even fed them what they had. After a

time, the Chinese took the Americans to a different area and turned

them loose. 

Then, if you were a POW, you were not sent back to the front

lines. If those Chinese survived the war, I’m sure they told their

kids and grandkids about their great escape! This is why the title of

this story is “My Lucky 20 Yards.” 

Those 20 yards saved me from being a POW. So, some snap

decisions are the best ones after all. 

Fielding R. Magness, P.O. Box 436, Plainfield, OH 43836

Students at Frank Brown Elementary School gather with Paul Whaley,
Don Eliason, and Charles Ferguson at Tell America presentation 


