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NORFOLK, VA, OCTOBER 25, 2008 

Call for the Meeting: KWVA Website and The Graybeards, July-
August 2008 edition. 

Call to Order: President Mac Swain called the meeting to order at
0912 hours. To the Colors and Pledge of Allegiance: President Mac
Swain asked the colors to come forward and the colors were posted.
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by President Mac Swain. Invocation
was conducted by National Chaplain Leo Ruffing. 

Roll Call and Introductions: The roll was called by Secretary Cohee. 
• William Mac Swain, President 
• James Ferris, 1st Vice President 
• Robert Banker, 2nd Vice President 
• Frank Cohee, Secretary 
• J Tilford Jones, Treasurer 
• Leo Agnew, Director 
• Charlotte Ayers, Director 
• Jeff Brodeur, Director 
• Lee Dauster, Director- No response. President Mac Swain stated

that he has been approved to be excused. 
• Michael Doyle, Director- No response. President Mac Swain stated

that he has been approved to be excused. 
• Marvin Dunn, Director 
• Thomas Edwards, Director- No response. President Mac Swain

stated that he has been approved to be excused. 
• James Fountain, Director 
• George Lawhon, Director 
• Tom McHugh, Director 
• Luther Rice, Director 
• Christ Yanacos, Director. President Mac Swain stated that he is

absent and he is not excused.

Declaration of a Quorum: Declaration of a quorum was affirmed by
Secretary Cohee with 76 members present. 

Adopt Meeting Rules of Decorum and Debate: President Mac
Swain’s comments: I would like to call to your attention that in The

Graybeards there were rules of Decorum and Debate for conducting
this meeting. They were published so that all the members could look
at them. If you would like to speak, please raise your hand and I will
acknowledge you. Director Dunn made a motion that the meeting
rules of Decorum & Debate be adopted. The motion was seconded by
Director Fountain and approved by the membership without objection. 

Introduction of Major Staff Members, Distinguished Visitors and
Others: Warren Wiedhahn, Convention Chairman for this Annual
Membership Meeting and revisit coordinator, Billy J Scott, the new
Judge Advocate. Department Presidents and Commanders, Jake
Feaster, Assistant Secretary and Supervisor of Membership
Management, Jim Doppelhammer, Webmaster, Jamie Reynolds,
Membership Administration, Boyle Henderson CPA, Steve Szekely
Ethics and Grievance Committee Chairman, Charley Price the new
National VSO Coordinator, JD Randolph, National VAVS Director, Larry
Kinard, Tell America Operations Director and Colonel Bill Weber,
Chairman of the Korean War Memorial Foundation. 

Presentation by Col. Bill Weber, Chairman of the Korean War
Memorial: The Foundation and the Korean Veterans want to have
some means of having name recognition of those KIA so it has been
proposed that those names be on a wall adjacent to the Korean War
Memorial. The wall will be two one-inch glass panels sandwiched
together on which will be the names of the KIA and the MIA, who, of
course, have been declared KIA, to include those casualties that
occurred subsequent to the cease fire. There will be somewhere in the
neighborhood of about 37,000 names to go on that wall. The wall is
glass. It doesn’t prevent seeing the terrain that is behind the memori-
al. You will still see the Lincoln Memorial. You will still see the mall.
You will still see portions of the World War II Memorial. It gives a fin-
ish to our memorial, but it does not impair your vision elsewhere. At
night there will be lights and as they flicker through they will highlight
each name on the wall. How much will it cost? Five or six million
bucks. Where will the money come? You! Now, why should you have
to maintain your own memorial? And the answer to that is, if you
don’t, nobody is going to. How should you raise that kind of money?
I’m going to propose a dime a day program. Every night before you
go to bed you take stuff out of your pocket. If you have a dime there,
drop it in the jar. At the end of the year you’ve got $36.50. Hell, that
isn’t a lot of money, but multiply that by 17,000 and it’s over
$425,000 a year. If you want that wall, let me know. I will make it hap-
pen with your help. 

Approval of Minutes for Previous Meeting: Approval is required for
the minutes of the Annual Membership Meeting held in Reno, NV on
October 25, 2007. These minutes were published in the Nov/Dec
2007 edition of The Graybeards. A member made a motion to approve
and a member seconded and the motion was unanimously approved
by the membership. 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Jones reported that when the new
administration took over the bank accounts on June 25, 2008 the
checking account had $4,179.08 and the savings account had
$18,434.97 for a total of $22,614.05 in Chase Bank. In order for the
membership office to access the bank account it was necessary to
find a bank that was in Charleston, lllinois. Bank America is the only
national bank that was there. So the funds have been switched to
Bank of America. In the second quarter, April through June, income
was $45,610.05 and expenses were $91,824.49 for a deficit of
$46,214.44. In addition to this deficit there was $34,627.44, which
was incurred prior to taking over on June the 25th. Therefore, funds
have been withdrawn from the AG Edwards money account to meet
these obligations. Funds also had to be withdrawn just to meet
expenses for the past three months. At the present time, there is
$23,024.86 in the checking account and $50,000 has been put into a
money market account. There is an outstanding bill for $20,000 for
The Graybeards and then approximately $12,000 for additional
fundraising expenses. Lastly, as of October 17, there is $297,948.91
in the account at AG Edwards. That is our condition at this particular
time. A motion was made by member Ray Wells to accept the
Treasurer’s report. It was seconded by member Dick Brown and
approved unanimously by the membership. 

Comments by Boyle Henderson, CPA: We are the accountants for the
KWVA and have been for the last five years. We basically do the book-
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keeping work for the Treasurer and make adjustments on the books
and help prepare the quarterly financial statements. The Officers and
Board of Directors get a quarterly financial statement sent to them
every three months. The KWVA’s fiscal/monetary year is on a calen-
dar year basis so the annual tax return is filed for January through
December but your officers take over in midyear. So if we’re looking
at the 2008 financial statements, which we will a year from now, it will
be half of a year of Past President Dechert’s administration and half
of a year of President Bill Mac Swain’s administration. Since we do all
the bookkeeping and are intimately involved in the finances of the
KWVA we cannot be what we call independent to do an audit or
reviews. So there needs to be another firm that does that. So the
Knight Marsden firm from Alexandria has done an audit for 2004,
2005 and 2006. Basically, the audit report for those three years was
what I call in common language a clean bill of health. The Knight
Marsden firm has also reviewed the KWVA financial statements for
2007 and stated that “based on our review we are not aware of any
material modifications that should be made to the company financial
statements in order for them to be in conformity with generally
accepted accounting principles.“ So, in effect, the KWVA also got a
clean bill of health for calendar year 2007. 

Old Business: Reunion Committee Report: Director McHugh noted
that it was previously approved by the Board and the general mem-
bership that the 2009 Annual Membership meeting be held in San
Diego, CA. Unfortunately, when we got to looking into the San Diego
area we found that the prices were very high and we didn’t have any
Chapters that would really support us. The committee is now recom-
mending that the 2009 Annual Membership meeting be held in Texas
and the 2010 Membership meeting be held in Washington, DC to cor-
respond with the 60th anniversary commemoration. We also recom-
mend that the 2011 meeting be in the Boston area in Massachusetts.
Since the Membership has to approve the changes, President Mac
Swain asked for a motion from the floor for approval of the report
from the Reunion Committee. Member Art Griffin, Chapter 299, made
a motion to accept the report. The motion was seconded by NJ
Department Commander George Bruzgis. Steve Szekely, Commander
of Lake Erie, Chapter 112 asked that the Mississippi Valley be con-
sidered. Director McHugh responded that if a Chapter in that area sub-
mits a proposal for 2011 it would be considered. A majority vote was
taken on the motion and approved by the membership with only a few
opposed. 

Bylaws/SPM Changes: Director Lawhon, Bylaws and SPM
Committee Chairman, stated that he was going to discuss two sub-
jects. First are the Standard Procedure Manual and the Bylaws. The
Board of Directors has decided that a project be undertaken to under-
go a detailed rewrite of the Standard Procedure Manual and the
Bylaws. The project will be put before the Membership. There will be
a window of time in which you all be asked to make any kind of input
you want to the Bylaws Committee by e-mail or postal mail. The sec-
ond subject is Department and Chapter websites. In the March/April
issue of The Graybeards I put in a proposal to the Membership that it
might be a good thing to have the National Organization support the
Department and Chapter web sites. National will issue your
Department or your Chapter a web site. Any labor required to main-

tain it or change it, to put in information, to update it or to use it will
come from that Chapter or that Department but the cost of the servers
and maintenance of the domain names for the server will be paid for
by National. It is a great way for you to tell people what you are doing
in your State or in your Chapter. So I encourage you when this oppor-
tunity comes up very soon, please take advantage of it. 

New Business: Budget and Finance: President Mac Swain comment-
ed that the first thing that I would like to do is tell you that we are prob-
ably going to make about $38,000 on the 2008 fundraiser that we just
concluded and that we need a fundraiser again next year. So the Board
has agreed to have a fund raiser but it’s up to the Membership to
make a motion that we have a fundraiser in 2009. So I would like to
have a motion from the floor. Steve Szekely made a motion to have a
fundraiser in 2009. The motion was seconded by Mr. Haze and
approved by the membership without objection. 

Director Dunn, Budget and Finance Chairman, commented that we
need fundraising because the dues will not support this organization.
Many of our members have joined for life so we receive no funds from
them. So when you receive a letter about A Life Member fundraiser be
sure and participate. The 2009 budget is $379,400 which is $49,000
less than it was in 2008. Dues income is projected to be $265,000
and $74,000 is projected for another fundraiser. The remaining
income will come from contributions and advertising for The

Graybeards, other donations not designated and dividend income. The
largest expense item is $181,000 for The Graybeards. The next largest
is $49,100 for operation of the membership office. Other expenses
consist of fund raising expense, insurance, professional services
(CPA, Legal and Audit), website, travel committee expenses and
National Monument Fund. A motion was made by Steve Szekely to
accept the proposed 2009 budget. The motion was seconded by Ray
Wells and approved by the membership without objection. 

Walter Ade commented that he had noticed in a financial report that
the KWVA got a certain amount of money from the Affinity and he
asked what that was. President Mac Swain commented that Affinity is
a group that handles credit cards. Those credit cards pay them money
for every credit card that they sell with the Korean War Veterans
Association logo on it. A lot of people ordered that credit card and
over the years they have paid us a little royalty. It is about $1,400 a
year. After I became the President I received a letter from the Affinity
Company saying that it had been four years since they had an update
on our membership roll and that they wish to revitalize their member-
ship roll and possibly we would make more money if we gave them
the update. I and our Treasurer told them we were not going to give
them any membership roll until I asked the Membership whether or
not they want to do that. Jim Conway, from Atlanta, Georgia, Chapter
19, asked if we can be guaranteed that Affinity would not sell our ros-
ter to others. Treasurer Jones responded that it is in the contract that
they will not sell it, give it out or reveal it to anyone else. It will be
strictly controlled. President Mac Swain asked for a motion that we
either do or we don’t give out our membership roll. A motion was
made by Mr. Brown that we accept Affinity’s offer. The motion was
seconded by Jake Feaster who stated they already have an old mem-
bership list. They just want to update. President Mac Swain asked that
those in favor of the motion please stand. The count was 39. He then
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asked those who opposed the motion to stand. The count was 28.
The motion carried 39 for to 28 against. Some abstained. 

60th Anniversaries of the Korean War (2010-2013): Past Director
Wiedhahn reported that Lieutenant General Maloney, who was the
number two man in the Marines under General Ray Davis, and Major
General Pendelton, Army, are co chairman of the 60th anniversary.
Right now we are just in the initial planning of things. You will read
more about in The Graybeards. With the 50th anniversary the KWVA
gave the foundation seed money of $20,000 to get started. So
General Maloney has sent a letter to President Mac Swain requesting
$20,000 for the new foundation to get it up off the ground and get
going. It will be a one-time donation. We don’t have to commit today
but we need to have some money to get going. The membership left
it up to the Board of Directors to see if we had the funds to give them. 

Revisit Korea Program: Past Director Wiedhahn commented that if
you are not familiar with the Revisit Program, they are appropriated
funds from the Republic of Korea. So every year their Congress
appropriates about two million dollars to bring back Korean War vet-
erans to Korea and that’s all over the world, not just America.
Although we get the biggest share because we had the most people
over there. The good news is that they are going to continue this pro-
gram. We are going to recommend only three next year, May, June
and September. The November one is always kind of a drag. It’s very
small because I think most of us know how it was in Korea in
November. What has been discussed is the official Revisit Program.
Three years ago this large Presbyterian Church, which has 25,000
members and millions of dollars in the bank, decided that they want-
ed to invite Korean War veterans back, also. This is the third year and
they really go all out. They only do it once a year in June and they are
going do it again next year. So you will read about that in The

Graybeards. 

Special Project: Secretary Cohee reported that Mr. Doug McDonald
from Harris Connect has met with the Membership Committee and
has made a presentation to the Board about putting together a mem-
bership directory for the Korean War Veterans Association. They have
done this for many organizations, both military and civilian, and
copies of a directory for the First Marine Division were passed around
for review. There would be no cost to the KWVA The KWVA would
design the cover and the first ten pages would be for use by the
KWVA. There would be some royalties from every directory that was
sold. The KWVA would furnish the data base to Harris with privacy
and confidentiality guaranteed. They in turn will contact all members
including those that are inactive to determine if they are interested in
having their name and other information put in the directory. The inac-
tive members will be offered a one-time membership fee of $10.00 to
rejoin the association. This could result in getting a lot of those mem-
bers back as active members. The directories will be sold TO MEM-
BERS ONLY at a cost of $79 for a soft cover and $89 for a hard cover.
The project is expected to take about 12 months. President Mac
Swain commented that this project was brought to the Board and the
Board decided that what we need to do is let the membership vote on
this since it is their database. The Board saw nothing wrong with the
proposal; however, the final decision is up to the membership. I now
ask for a motion. Ray Wells made a motion that we accept the Board

of Directors recommendation to accept this proposal. The motion was
seconded by Don Myers and approved by the membership without
objection. 

At this point President Mac Swain excused himself to attend another
function and turned the meeting over to First Vice President Ferris. 

Tell America Program Report: Mr. Kinard, Operations Director for the
Tell America Program, stated that his job was to help the members
and Chapters get the Tell America Program started. A lot of the mate-
rials that are now being used were developed for the 50th anniversary,
but it’s really very good. It helps with visual aids when you go to the
schools to tell them where we were, what we did and show them the
United Forces. I have a good overview of the war. It last about 11 min-
utes. There is also a script on the web site that will help you get start-
ed and show you exactly what to do. I am available through the web
site, by telephone, whatever you need to do to be able to contact me
about the Tell America Program. I have been thinking about what can
be done to give it a shot in the arm. I would like to have the State
Departments appoint a Tell America Chairman. 

This has been mentioned previously a couple of times and I haven’t
gotten much interest. So my appeal really is to you State Department
Commanders. If you have an interest in the Tell America Program, and
I certainly hope you have, I wish you would appoint a Tell America
Chairman or someone that I can work with on a more local basis. Get
them to contact me or whatever we can to stimulate the interest in
your departments about the Tell America Program. I think that would
be a big move forward for the KWVA and I would appreciate it if you
would think about it.

Membership Committee Report: Director Brodeur, Chairman of the
Membership Committee, introduced Jake Feaster, a member of the
Membership Committee and Supervisor of the Management
Information Database. Jake handed out and discussed information
that the Departments and Chapters are required to submit to the
National Secretary. Director Brodeur commented that he had a mem-
ber come up to him today and ask what the KWVA was doing for him.
I’m going to tell you what this organization is doing for him. With the
limited resources that we have the KWVA has been giving you a great
magazine. The KWVA has done one million dollars of VAVSO work.
The KWVA donates thousands of dollars to the Korean Veterans
Memorial every year. The KWVA is bringing you more and more post-
war Korea veterans every day. The KWVA sponsors programs for sol-
diers in Korea, and not out of the membership fund. We also support
our troops in Korea today. We run a Revisit Program. We do many
events in the capital area where Charters are organization. We have a
color guard that has performed many ceremonies in Washington.
They want to see the Korean War Veterans Association in Washington.
So this is what we do. We also have the best web site in the country.
And I know everyone is not on e-mail but if they could go to
www.kwva.org and see that web site and the database they would be
amazed. 

As of last Friday the KWVA had 698 new members for the year 2008.
At this time last year we had 808 new members or a decrease of 110
members. We now have 16,892 members overall. Last year we had
17,181 members for a decrease of 289. The biggest problem we’re
having this year is there have been 552 deaths in the organization.
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Probably by the end of this month it’s going to be close to 600. All of
last year we had 644 deaths and those were the ones that we were
notified about. So as of now we are working to bring up the member-
ship. We want all of you to go back to your respective Chapters,
respective States and take these flyers that are right here. Go to VA
Hospitals, go to VFW posts, Legion posts and pass them out or put
them in there. You can put your Chapter number right on the flyer. We
have free posters for you here also, compliments of the KWVA On the
posters it prominently displays the awards and medals for the KWVA
membership. 

VA VS Director’s Report: Veterans Affairs Volunteer Services (VA VS)
Director JD Randolph stated that he was the national representative to
the VA for the KWVA and a member of the National Advisory Counsel
that advises the Secretary of Veterans Affairs of changes that need to
be made. Last year 52,633 hours were volunteered by KWVA mem-
bers and with those hours that gives a monetary equivalency, based
on the VA’s account, of $18.77 per hour, for saving the VA $996,067.
Representatives and deputy representatives are needed at all the hos-
pitals and we have major hospitals that do not have representatives or
volunteers. In Florida we have Tampa Bay, which is the biggest trau-
ma center of the VA System. The KWVA has no volunteers and no rep-
resentatives at that hospital. I just appeal to you to get help for these
hospitals and the veterans who need it. The patients would rather talk
to the volunteers than the employees because they know the volun-
teers are there to help them. We have many Chapters that do great
work. The Bay Pines hospital in St. Petersburg, FL is number one in
number of hours for last year and they probably will be the number
one for this year. There are 40 volunteers that volunteer in Bay Pines
and they have done 5261 hours of volunteer services supporting our
veterans for the first nine months of this year. I make a report every
year and this goes to the President of the KWVA, and it’s called a
management overview of the KWVA VA VS or Veterans Affairs
Volunteer Service for that year. The average hours per person are
104.8. That average is higher per person than most of the large organ-
izations. 

National Ceremonies Committee Report: Director McHugh,
Chairman of the National Ceremonies Committee, reported that once
again the KWVA’s application for a permit to run the July 27th cere-
monies at the KWVA Memorial in DC has been denied because the
National Park Service had already accepted an application from anoth-
er organization. At this time there is no alternative but to stop our
efforts to get a permit. There is no sense in looking at 2010 because
it is going to be part of the 60th anniversary. The Board will have to
decide if the KWVA should try again in 2011. 

Closing remarks by President Mac Swain and Fund Raiser
Drawing: I want to report to you that the Charter received in
Washington, DC is here for you to see and so are copies of Public Law
110-254 which is the official law covering the Charter is with it. Also,
next to this information is a sheet of paper that explains a little better
what the Charter requirements are. I don’t have enough for everybody
so a Chapter Member can take one for their Chapter and the
Department can take one for their Department until we run out. I will
also put the actual law on the web site. You can download it off the
web site or print it from the web site. 

President Mac Swain announced we are now going to draw the win-
ning tickets for this year’s fundraiser: 

The winner of the first place Cruise was James A. Carter, of Lafayette,
IN. Mr. Doppelhammer commented that they do not have to be pres-
ent to win. The winner of the second place 52 inch TV was John M.
Mannon from East Norwich, NY. The winner of the third place 42 inch
TV was Maurice E. Meisner, from Cocoa Beach, FL. 

President Mac Swain announced since we don’t have a quorum now
and cannot vote, I wish to ask you for information purposes what do
you think about the 60th commemorative group needing seed
money? Mr. Arcand responded: If we have the money give it to them.
President Mac Swain commented that there is not any real problem
other than we have to be able to make the budget. We will be able to
give them something, but not necessarily the whole amount. Does
anybody else have anything they want to say about the seed money?
Okay. Well, we will let the Board of Directors decide what amount we
can give. There are DVDs or CDs on the table for you. Be sure and
pick some of those up as you go out. I will ask the Chaplain to say a
closing prayer and then we will have a salute to the flag. Chaplain
Ruffing led us in prayer and President Mac Swain led the salute to the
Flag. 

The meeting was adjourned by the President at 1250 hours. 

Respectfully submitted 
Frank Cohee, National Secretary 
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