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“After Battle” Report 

Don Sharp, of Mt. Diablo Chapter 264,

participated in the 9-16 September

2007 Korea Revisit Tour of the KWVA.

The tour group consisted of 101 KWVA

and Hawaii attendees, 19 Philippine atten-

dees, and 9 USAF Aces of the Korean

War. 

The itinerary was well organized and

full. There were official ceremonies at the

Korean National Cemetery, the US

Memorial at Imjingak, the 57th Incheon

Landing Operations Commemoration, and

a banquet hosted by KVA Chairman She-

Jik Park. Ambassador of Peace

Certificates and Medals were awarded at

the banquet. Don Sharp received his

awards from Brig. Gen. (Ret.) Chang

Hyun Noh. 

A high point was a trip and tour of

Panmunjom and the DMZ. Security was

tight and the United Nations Command

Security Battalion on duty there has the

motto “In Front Of Them All.”

There were several briefings to bring

the attendees up to date on the current sit-

uation in Korea, about both the military

and the great progress the country has

made. 

There were also tours of the War

Memorial, the Incheon Landing

Operations Museum, the Kyungbok

Palace, and a shopping trip to Itaewon

Street.

One of the high points of the trip was

being with the people who had been there

before, but now are somewhat older.

Korea has

changed quite a lot;

it is now a new coun-

try with some old

places in it. They

have built and are

moving ahead into

the future. 

Don remembers

that during one of

the many speeches,

someone said “the

Korea of the War

only exists in the

memory of the veter-

ans who were there.“

He adds that

although the country

can and has changed,

we must do all we

can to keep the memory of the war alive.

Don, a Past President of CID 264,

received the Korean War Medal presented

by the Korean Veterans Association in

Seoul, thereby making him an

“Ambassador of Peace.”

The citation read in part, “We cherish

in our hearts the memory of your bound-

less sacrifices in helping us re-establish

our Free Nation…”

On a personal note, I remember that

after I completed a revisit to Korea with

my family in 1993, I wrote a letter to the

President of Korea, who I had met in

Taejon. I told him that all my combat mis-

sions in fighters and bombers were done at

night—and that I had never toured Korea

in daylight.

I completed a six-day survival training

course at Miho Air Station, Japan in 1953.

The bombed-out site was a former

Japanese flying training school. I went

through the course with a partner. Neither

of us was permitted to carry rations. We

had to live off the land and avoid being

“captured” by instructors. The course was

a prerequisite to flying B-29 missions in

Korea.

I participated in many leaflet drop mis-

sions deep into enemy territory, including

the famed $50,000 for a MIG-15 leaflet

which kept MIGs on the ground for six

days. But, I never saw Korea in the day-

light until I revisited.

Stanley J. Grogan 
2585 Moraga Drive

Pinole, CA 94564

Tour New
s

Revisit Korea

Don Sharp (L) and CID 264’s current President
Bill Flaherty

Korean War veterans and
members of CID 264 (L-
R) William J. “Bill”
Flaherty, Ronald Silva,
Stanley J. Grogan,
Donald K. Score, and
Peter T. Muller gather in
2007

BELOW: Stanley J. Grogan
before a RB-29A at the end of
his second combat tour

ABOVE: Stanley J. Grogan at the
conclusion of a six-day survival
training course at Miho Air
Station, Japan, 1953
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APPLICATION FOR KVA SEOUL REVISIT TOUR

KVA (Seoul) Revisit Purpose:  “To express the gratitude of the Korean Government towards Korean War Veterans who took part in the

Korean War from June 25,1950 to October 15, 1954.” 

Veteran’s Personal History (Please type or print) 
Last Name ________________________________First________________________ MI ______ Date of Birth ______________

KWVA Members# __________________________Expiration Date ______________

Companion Name/Relationship ____________________________________________Date of Birth ________________________

Address __________________________________City ________________________State ____Zip ______________________

Phone # ________________________________Fax ________________________ Email______________________________

Veteran’s Passport# ____________________________________________________ Expiration Date ______________________

Companion’s Passport# ________________________________________________ Expiration Date ______________________

NOTE: If you do not have a current valid passport or have just applied to KVA, write “applied for” on # line

Veteran’s Military Biography
Branch of Service __________________________ Service Number ______________________________________________

Period of Service in Korean War (month/year) from __________________________thru ________________________________

Unit Assignment ____________________________Location of Unit ______________________________________________

Rank Achieved in Korea ______________________Highest Rank Achieved while in Service______________________________

Personal Military Decorations for Valor ________________________________________________________________________

Veterans’ Certification 

I herby certify that I have never previously accepted a KVA (Seoul) Revisit tour and that I am a member in good standing (or have
applied) with the Korean War Veterans Association (KWVA). 

Veteran’s Signature______________________________________________________ Date ______________________________

Complete and mail this form along with a $300 deposit per person (check, money order or Visa/MasterCard only) to Military Historical
Tours. Payment in full is required for all applications submitted sixty days or less prior to departure. 

Credit Card Authorization 

I, ______________________________________hereby authorize Military Historical Tours to make charges to my ____________

credit card, Account#: __________________________________________________Expiration date: ______________________

in consideration for airline tickets and any other travel or transportation services or products as requested by me or authorized users of

this credit card.  Signature:  _______________________________________________________________________________

Mail To: 

KWVA Revisit Korea Program Phone: 703-212-0695 
c/o MILITARY HISTORICAL TOURS Fax: 703-212-8567
4600 Duke Street, Suite 420 E-mail: mht@miltours.com 
Alexandria, VA 22304-2517 www.miltours.com

Background
The Korea Revisit program was begun by
the Korean Veterans Association
(KVA/Seoul) in 1975, the 25th anniversary
year of the outbreak of the Korean War, to
express their gratitude to veterans of the
War and to show them the bountiful results
of their sacrifices and devotion.

KVA’s Eligibility Requirements
You are eligible if you are:

1. A veteran of the Korean War and /or a
war correspondent of any of the 21
nations which came to assistance of the
Republic of Korea between 25 June 1950
and 15 October 1954.

2. An immediate family member of one
who was killed in action in the Korean War.

Note: You are permitted to take a spouse
or one immediate descendent with you to
Korea. The family member must be lodged
in the same hotel room with you in Korea.

Privileges Accorded Veterans by the
KVA, Seoul
1. Hotel accommodations (two persons
per room), meals, tours, and transporta-
tion, while in Korea for six days and five
nights.

2. Tours of Seoul and vicinity. The visits
are to Panmunjom, North Korean Invasion
Tunnels, Korea War Memorial Monument,
National Cemetery, National Museum,
Korean Folk Village, Korean War Museum,
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plus other cultural/industrial facilities and
activities in the Seoul area. Other tours of
battle sites and/or Inchon may be made
through the local tour guide.

3. A special reception and dinner hosted
by the President of the Korean Veterans
Association (KVA) during which the Korea
War Medal and Cer tificate of Ambassador
for Peace will be awarded to each veteran
who has not received it before.

Sundry Notes
1. The KVA Revisit Program privileges are
provided for scheduled groups only.

2. Par ticipants are required to have a valid
passport: a visa is not required for visits
of 15 days or fewer in Korea.

3. KVA/Seoul is not responsible for any
loss of, or damage to, personal or other
items, medical expenses, injuries, or loss
of like due to any accident of whatever
nature during the revisits. Trip cancella-
tion insurance is available and highly rec-
ommended.

4. Transportation costs to and from Korea
will be borne by each person who par tic-
ipates in the program.

5. Applications will be received/accepted
on a “first-come, first-served” basis.

Note: If you have previously accepted an
official KVA/Seoul Revisit tour from any
sponsoring association or group, you are
NOT eligible to participate again. The rea-
son is that so many veterans have not
gone before so they get the “first right of
return.”

Because former Revisit Program partici-
pants have their name in the KVA/Seoul’s
computer database, please do not try to
beat the system. If your name is rejected
because of prior participation, all of us
will be embarrassed and an eligible Korea
War veteran might miss the opportunity
to participate.

6.  If you want to use your frequent flier
miles-or other “free” transportation, you
will be charged an administrative service
fee of $300 per person.

Caution: Not traveling with KWVA group
air contract can result in much higher
post-tour costs to China and other Pacific
location.

Note: Should you desire to have a single
room or take additional family or friends
with you, this can be arranged for an
additional cost. Any such requests must
be made in writing.
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Death Notice of a Member of KWVA

The following notice is submitted for publication:

Name of deceased ____________________________________________________

Date of death ________________________________________________________

Department/Chapter __________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________

� Army   � Navy   � Marine Corps  � Air Force  � Coast Guard

Other ______________________________________________________________
Primary Unit of service during Korean War

Submitted by ________________________________________________________

Relationship to deceased________________________________________________

Send to: Membership, P.O. Box 22857, Alexandria, VA 22304-9285

The Hands Say It All

This is a scene witnessed by thousands

of Korean War Vets who returned by

ship.  I am sorry that the photo has faded

but I wanted readers to see it anyway.

I’ve never had it published.

After 12 days and 1 typhoon on the

Pacific, a Marine gazes through the mist

as the grand Golden Gate Bridge rises on

the horizon. We were on the troop ship

U.S.N.S General Weigle. We arrived in

San Francisco March 8, 1952, with over

2100 troops aboard.

The Marine may be saying a prayer of

thanks, because he was one who lived to

see our homeland again when many had

not.

After seventeen months in Korea, I

was returning from my Air Force assign-

ment with radar and radio AC&W moun-

tain sites in early March 1952.  Was my

heart happy to see this sight after looking

at water and fish for almost two weeks!

John M. Quinn, via email

The hands say it all

The USS Cavalier was the first
Navy ship sent to Korea.
Initially, it was in Pusan during
July 1950. As a matter of fact,
Life Magazine showed pictures
of the Cavalier in its July 30,
1950 issue. 

This ship was on active duty
from 1944 to 1968. Its most
famous shipmate was the
movie actor Cesar Romero
(USCG).

Navy News

The USS Cavalier




