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40th Recon to
Attend Reunion

May 2006 - James Lindsey and Bob

Gayton, members of the U.S. Army

40th Division, Recon Company, Korea,

contacted our KWVA President, Lou

Dechert. These gentlemen felt that the

KWVA convention, Oct. 8-11 in San

Antonio would be an excellent opportu-

nity to combine their annual meeting

with the KWVA’s, and permit their mem-

bers to become more knowledgeable of

the mission of the KWVA.

The 40th Recon has maintained an

informal association composed of those

Recon members who saw service in

Korea. The 40th Division was activated

from reserve status in  September 1950.

Following advanced training at Camp

Cooke, California (now Vandenburg

AFB), the Division departed for Japan in

March 1951. This training prepared the

Division for the role they were destined

to play in the war in Korea. January 1952

found the Division in Korea, where they

relieved the 24th  Infantry Division.

The extensive training following acti-

vation prepared this Recon company to

lead many attacks against the enemy in

battle areas. Major campaigns included

the Punch Bowl, Heartbreak Ridge,

Sandcastle, and the enemy engagement

in the Kumwha-Kumsong sectors. The

40th  Division served with distinction

and valor. The Recon company returned

home in summer 1953.

Seventy (70) members of 40th Recon

have been sent an invitation to attend the

KWVA San Antonio meeting. Many have

already accepted and have made plans to

attend.

You will recognize these heroes

instantly. Their name badge will have a

bright red dot. Introduce yourself and

welcome our brothers-in-arms.

Lee Dauster
Director, KWVA 2004-2007

Major campaigns [of the 40th Recon]
included the Punch Bowl, Heartbreak
Ridge, Sandcastle, and the enemy
engagement in the Kumwha-Kumsong
sectors. 

The KWVA Board of Directors meet-

ing will be held as part of the National

Convention in San Antonio, TX, October

8-12, inclusive. Oct 8 and Oct 12 are trav-

el days.

The Directors meeting will be held

starting at approximately 10:30 a.m. on

Tuesday, Oct 10.

All Directors, officers, and other invi-

tees are expected to attend the Committee

work sessions on Monday, October 10,

and such other times as announced by the

Committee Chairmen. 

The Board may expect to be called into

other sessions during the inclusive period

as called by the President.

Directors and officers are also expect-

ed to attend the Opening Ceremonies,

which will begin at 9 a.m. on the 10th.

Specific room locations for these

events will be posted at the hotel and

included in the Convention Packet.

Directors are requested to submit

Resolutions or other Board Action

Requests to the National Secretary not

later than September 9, 2006.

Bill Hutton, National Secretary
Billhutton@KWVA.org, (703) 842 7429

KWVA Board of Directors to Hold
Meeting at Convention

REMINDER

We get a number of inquiries about

the KDSM, who is eligible, how

to apply, where to buy, etc. Hopefully,

this information will assist people who

are trying to get the only OFFICIAL

medal currently available for Korean

Service Veterans ( Peacekeepers).

The medal is available for military

service in, over, or in the waters around,

the Korean Peninsula from July 1954 to

a time yet to be determined.

Applicants can apply for the medal

through official channels by writing:

National Personnel Records Center

Medals Section ( NRPMA-M)

9700 Page Ave

St Louis, MO, 63132-5100.

You can also purchase a KSDM

through Tom Sunseri, Recruiting Task

Force Quartermaster. ( Tom provides the

New Option KWVA Decal and Patch).

He can be reached at 727 547 1991, or

http://kwvaqm.org.

There are also a number of commer-

cial sites that can be accessed to serve

and purchase medals. These sites offer

the medal in several sizes, and the com-

mensurate ribbon. They will also show

several COMMEMORATIVE medals

and ribbons (e.g.-Korean Defense Medal

and the UN Cold War Medal) that may

be worn on your uniform (unless you are

in Official Dress). Two of these sites are:

www.USMedals.com  or www.fox-

fallmedals.com 

We will try to keep this information

current. We also welcome your com-

ments, additions, etc. 

Contact: Bill Hutton KWVA National

Secretary, (703) 842-7429, or billhut-

ton@kwva.org 

The Korean Defense Service Medal
Available to Korean Service Vets

The medal is available for military serv-
ice in, over, or in the waters around, the
Korean Peninsula from July 1954 to a
time yet to be determined.

The Directors meeting will be held
starting at approximately 10:30 a.m.
on Tuesday, Oct 10.


