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VA Unveils Claims Submission Option That Promises to Complete Claims within 30 Days

WASHINGTON — Today, as part of the Department of Veterans Affairs’ (VA) continued efforts to
improve timeliness of services for Veterans and their families, VA unveiled the Decision Ready Claims
(DRC) initiative, a disability claims submission option with accredited Veterans Service Organizations
(VSO) that promises to deliver faster claims decisions to Veterans and their families.

“The DRC initiative is a collaborative effort between VA and VSOs to help Veterans receive faster
decisions on disability claims,” said VA Secretary Dr. David J. Shulkin. “VA works closely with
participating VSOs to make sure they are properly trained in this new process and given the tools they
need to participate successfully in the program on behalf of the Veterans they serve.”

Veterans who choose to submit their claim under DRC can expect to receive a decision within 30 days
from the time VA receives the claim. VSOs will ensure all supporting evidence — such as medical
exams, military service records, etc. — is included with the claim submission. This advance preparation
by the VSOs allows claims to be assigned immediately to claims processors for a quick decision.

DRC was first implemented May 1, 2017, at the St. Paul (Minn.) Regional Office, and is now available
at all VA regional offices. While DRC is currently limited to claims for increased

compensation (commonly known as claims for increase), and requires Veterans to work with VSOs,
VA’s goal is to expand the types of claims accepted under the initiative and allow Veterans other ways
to submit their claim under DRC.

DRC is another key step in aggressively modernizing VA’s benefits delivery to Veterans in a fully
digital operating environment. With electronic claims processing as a foundation, VA’s innovation will
improve service to Veterans, their families, and survivors.
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Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency
Update and Field Operations Summary
September 2017

Summary: Keeping the families of our missing as well as kaate informed is a primary objective of the
Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency's (DPAA) missidmmwards that end, this Summary is intended to
provide an overview of past and future efforts¢oant for our missing.
Items of Note:
— Mr. Kelly McKeague was selected and sworn in asihector of Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency
on September 5.

— The Deputy Director, Brigadier General Mark Spimdgill be retiring at the end of September. His
replacement, Rear Admiral Jon Kreitz arrived Sejseni8 and will officially assume duties as the Otgp
Director on October 3.

— The new Agency Chief of Staff, Mr. Scott Ebell, weeected and arrived September 18 as well.

— DPAA, along with the Department of Defense and ofezleral agencies will begin Fiscal Year (FY) 2018
on October 1, 2017 under a continuing resolutidrR)(dhe CR will expire on December 8, 2017. The BPA
budget request of $131.268M has not received amgkessional marks (reductions) from authorization o
appropriation committees, and have yet to addregsestration requirements which could have an itnpac
our budget.

*The DPAA FY18 first quarter operations were pladie consideration of the CR.

— Every year, on the third Friday in September, Natld®OW/MIA Recognition Day ceremonies are now held
throughout the nation and at U.S. Embassies. T#asy Pentagon Ceremony at the River Terrace P&iatie
honored all returned POWSs and renewed our natmramitment to accounting for those still missingeT
event was hosted by Deputy Secretary of Defengack&hanahan. For photos of the Pentagon Ceremony
please see https://www.flickr.com/photos/depseeatiaims/72157688460373986.

— DPAA also hosted a National POW/MIA Recognition Cdyhe National Cemetery of the Pacific, in Hawaii
BG Spindler, DPAA Deputy Director, was the host &uhward Cruickshank, Director, Office of Veterans'
Services, State of Hawaii was the keynote speaker.

— On September 9, 2017, the Agency hosted a Familylbée Update in Detroit, Michigan for family members
of missing personnel. Of the 228 attending, 1684y @ere first-time attendees. The below is a breakdof

the family members and their missing loved onesdiylict:

* 29 Vietnam War representing 13 missing personnel

* 108 Korean War representing 58 missing personnel

* 91 World War Il representing 47 missing personnel

— DPAA held the Korean/Cold War Annual GovernmenteBrigs from August 10-11 at the Renaissance
Arlington Capital View. The meeting included forntalefings to the audience, individual briefings foe
families, a dinner hosted hige Ministry of Patriots and Veterans Affairs and etdgmment at the Twilight
Tattoo on the evening of the 9th. A total of 398&ilg members attended the meeting, of which 142 viiest-
time attendees.

» Korean War: 192 losses / 375 family members
* Cold War: 10 losses / 19 family members
* Family members by service: Army 225, Marine CdspsNavy 28, Air Force 89

Profiles of Unaccounted For Personnel:
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Over the past year, we have been developing ing@igrofiles that describe the individual circunmstas
under which these brave individuals served thainoy.

We invite you to browse our collection of profilies those who served and remain unaccounted fon fiee
Vietnam War, Cold War, Korean War, and World WarAVailable profiles are searchable and sortabid, a
our list will be actively updated as new profilee aritten. For more information, please visit
https://dpaa.secure.force.com/dpaaProfileHome.

Overview: There were 126 personnel deployed in support ofatipes around the world in August.
Asia-Pacific Region The Deputy Director recently completed a trigsmutheast Asia which helped set the
conditions for the upcoming field activities an@ tBeptember18-21 Vietnam Technical talks.

* Operations in Last 30 Days: Tarawa, (via HistoryFlight Group, DPAA partner)

0 Solomon Islands, 1x Investigation Team (IT)

o Vietnam, 2xIT/4xRT, 2xVietnamese Recovery Teams)(Rd Vietnamese Underwater Recovery Team
(URT)

o Papua New Guinea, 1x Research Investigation Tedl) (R

» Upcoming Operation® Vietnam, 3xIT/4xRT, 1xViethamese Underwater Recgviezam (URT)
0 Laos, IXIT/3XRT

0 South Korea, 1xIT/Joint Forensic Review

o0 Japan, IxIT

* Pending Disinterment Operations:
0 Punchbowl (Hawaii): 16 scheduled per month

Europe-Mediterranean Region During the 4 Quarter, DPAA scheduled two organic field recoveaead four
organic investigations in the Eur-Med Region. Randrin this region have proven to be invaluable fzance
positively affected operational successes for tgenty.

* Operations in Last 30 Days: Austria, 1xRT (via University of New Orleans, DPAdvartner)

0 Austria, 1XRT (via University of Maryland, DPAA gager)

Italy, 1XRT (via Archaeological & Historical Cons@incy, DPAA partner)

Italy, 1XIT (via Coastal Research Vessel LeonaBAA partner)

Bulgaria, 1xXRT

Slovenia, 1XRT

France, 1xRT (via University ofWisconsin, DPAA peet)

Italy, 1xIT (via East Carolina University, DPAA paer)

Austria, 1xIT

Germany, 1xIT

O O O O0OO0OO0OO0oOOo

» Upcoming Operation®a Germany, 1xIT (underwater shore based)
o France, 2xRT (via History Flight Group, DPAA panthe
0 France, 1xIT

* U.S.-Russia Joint Commission on POW/MIAs (USRJACPn September 13-14, Gen (Ret.) Foglesong
traveled to Moscow to meet with both the U.S. Ansla@l®r and Russian Side counterparts to ensuredtieoly
the Commission continues following the loss of IESD detachment in Moscow. Intent of the visit waalso
set conditions in preparation for the 21st USRJh&n currently scheduled for November 7-9 in Moscow
o Given the closure of the JCSD Moscow Detachment,i€attively pursuing courses of action that will
allow continuing research efforts in Russia.

» Pending Disinterment Operatioas12 scheduled for American Battle Monuments Commis§iemetery at
Ardennes (Two on each of the following days in 8egier: 5, 6, 7, 11, 12, and 13).

Scientific Analysis:In this, the final quarter of FY 2017, the lab &tafon track to accomplish Agency goals.
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Statistics:

FY 2017 Identifications, as of August 31, 2017:

o Total = 166 (149 identifications of unaccountedfersonnel and 17 identifications of additional a&ms for
individuals previously accounted-for)

o WWII = 116 (105 identifications of unaccounted-fiersonnel and 11 identifications of additional ramea
for individuals previously accounted-for)

STATUS OF KOREAN WAR MUSEUM :
State Journal Register, Springfield, IL
By
Korean War veteran Jim McCrocklin says he isn’traach concerned about the return of his
wartime footlocker and other donations to the defuforean National War Museum as he is about
seeing the testament to the Forgotten War surnis®me fashion.

The 86-year-old Springfield resident, who servedamsy infantry in Korea from 1951 to 1952,
said he has heard little since operators of theeomuson Old Capitol Plaza locked the doors on July
29, leaving exhibits behind and apparently reloxptthers.

In addition to his footlocker, McCrocklin said herthted a uniform, dress shoes, socks and other
items shortly before the museum opened at the &jeld location in 2009.

“Don’t get me wrong,” said McCrocklin. “I don’t rég want them back. | donated for a cause.
People donated a lot of money. It's the ‘Forgoiféar’ and forgotten guys. | really don’t want to
see this fall by the wayside.”

Just what became of museum exhibits remains unatednding to Korean War veterans groups.
The lllinois Attorney General’s Office is investigag the abrupt shutdown and what became of
donations. The Korean War National Museum, baséthinago, voluntarily dissolved effective
Aug. 4, according to corporate registration recadhe lllinois Secretary of State’s Office,
meaning the group can no longer raise money imoik.

A New Jersey-based charity watchdog group this viesked a nationwide “high concern”
advisory on the organization after The State JdtRegister reported on more than $586,000 in
museum financial losses from 2010 to 2015.

“The concerns raised about organizational legityreawd/or federal tax law compliance are serious
both in nature and scope,” said the advisory frdmarly Navigator.

The museum website and Facebook page have beendakm, and repeated phone and email
messages left at the Springfield and Chicago «fffoe the museum have not been returned since
the closing.

Secretary of State spokesman Dave Druker said ssigpeof corporate registration requires only a
notice from the company or not-for-profit.

“It's fairly standard for an organization that'sigg out of business,” said Druker.

The lllinois Attorney General's Office also suspeddhe museum’s not-for-profit registration after
the group failed to file a 2016 financial disclosur

According to the last disclosure filed with thetetdhe museum lost money all but one year from
2010 to 2015, despite reporting revenue of more #vamillion. The museum reported spending
more than $245,000 on direct mail solicitation anofessional fundraising in 2015, as well as
more than $204,000 on salaries and executive cosatien
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There have been no outward signs of work at theemmassince the abrupt closing July 29 and
Korean War veterans organizations say they havdittledsuccess in tracking the fate of exhibits
that ranged from weapons to a library of Korean Wistory.

“It's unfortunate,” said Carl Greenwood, presidehthe lllinois Korean Memorial Association.
The group, which is unrelated to the museum, wsisumental in creation of the Korean War
Memorial dedicated in 1996 at Oak Ridge Cemetei§gringfield.

He questioned how little there was to show forrthiéions reportedly raised by the museum, by
pointing out $1.6 million was raised to build theréan War Memorial, including $500,000 in
donated labor, design work and materials.

“It was all volunteer. Every donation went to themorial,” said Greenwood.

The lllinois Korean Memorial Association was neiwerolved with the museum, said Greenwood,
though at one point he loaned the museum a podduspecial events.

“When | heard they were going out of business,tigg podium back,” said Greenwood.

DISABILITY COMPENSATION DECISION READY CLAIMS
DECISION READY CLAIM OVERVIEW

The Decision Ready Claim (DRC) initiative is a oigi submission option through an accredited Veterans
Service Organization (VSO) representative whicbvedl VA tocomplete your claim within 30 days of
submission. Under the DRC initiative, your accreditepresentative will assist you in ensuring all
supporting evidence (e.g. medical exams) is induagligh your claim at the time of submission.

WHAT TYPES OF DISABILITY CLAIMS ARE ELIGIBLE THROUG H THE DRC INITIATIVE?

At this time, the DRC initiative can be used tomithdisability compensation claims for increase. A
compensation claim for increase is a claim forsability that the Veteran is currently service cected
for and is requesting an increase to the curresattality evaluation due to the condition worsening.
HOW CAN | FILE MY CLAIM UNDER THE DRC INITIATIVE?

In order to file a disability compensation claimden the DRC initiative, you need to appoint an edited
VSO representative. Your accredited representalaygs an essential role in determining whether DRC
right for you.

If you don’t have an accredited representative, ganuappoint one online through
www.ebenefits.va.gov/ebenefits/vso-seardah visit your nearest VA regional benefit office fassistance.
You can find the nearest location online through
https://www.va.gov/directory/guide/division.asp?dnm=3&isFlash=0

WHAT IS AN ACCREDITED VSO REPRESENTATIVE? An accredited VSO representative is an
individual who has undergone a formal applicatiod &raining process, and is recognized by VA as a
gualified advocate for Veterans. Many VSOs aregigwnon-profit groups that advocate on behalf of
Veterans, Service members, dependents and surviorsedited representatives may also work forestat
or county government entities. VSOs provide theivges free-of-charge, but they may request
reimbursement for unusual expenses.

For More Information about the DRC initiative, cabll-Free 1-800-827-1000.

Disabilities determined by VA to be related to your military service can lead to monthly non-taxable compensation, enroliment in the VA healthcare system, a
10-point hiring preference for federal employment and other important benefits. Ask your VA representative or Veterans Service Organization representative
about Disability Compensation, Pension, Health Care, Caregiver Program, Career Services, Educational Assistance, Home Loan Guaranty, Insurance
and/or Dependents and Survivors’ Benefits.
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KWVA PRAYER LIST

George Bruzgis - Bedridden — Possibility of losing leg

Mrs. Virginia Edwards (Sonny’s wife) Eancer has returned. Intense Chemo Therapy
Jeff Brodeur — Son’s surgery on legs

COL Bill Weber — Fitting of new prosthesis
Our Country (USA)

Our Countries Leadership

Men and Women serving in the Armed Forces
Situation in the Korean Peninsular

2017 Honor Flight Tour Schedule

Tour Date

October
10/7/2017

10/7/2017

10/7/2017

10/7/2017

10/9/2017

10/10/2017
10/13/2017
10/14/2017
10/14/2017
10/14/2017
10/14/2017
10/14/2017
10/14/2017
10/18/2017
10/18/2017
10/21/2017
10/21/2017
10/21/2017

Honor Flight Chapter

South Willamette Valley Honor Flight (Qom)
Honor Flight Southland (California)
Badger Honor Flight (Wisconsin)

Honor Flight Huntington (West Virginia)
Never Forgotten Honor Flight (Wisconsin)
Central Valley Honor Flight (California)
Honor Flight Bay Area (California)
Greater St. Louis Honor Flight (Misspuri
Honor Flight Kentucky (Kentucky)
Franklin County Honor Flight (Missouri)
Lone Eagle (Various States)

Space Coast Honor Flight (Florida)
Honor Flight Savannah (Georgia)

Old Glory Honor Flight (Wisconsin)
Eastern lowa Honor Flight (lowa)

Honor Flight Columbus (Ohio)

Collier County Honor Flight (Florida)

Indy Honor Flight (Indiana)

More Information

Contact Honor Flight Hul
Contact Honor Flight Huk
Contact Honor Flight Huk
oftact Honor Flight Huk
Contact Honor Flight Huk
Contact Honor Flight Huk
Contact Honor Flight Huk
Contact Honor Flight Huk
Contact Honor Flight Huk
Contact Honor Flight Huk
Contact Honor Flight Huk
Contact Honor Flight Huk
Contact Honor Flight Huk
Contact Honor Flight Huk
Contact Honor Flight Huk
Contact Honor Flight Huk
i@act Honor Flight Hub

Contact Honor Flight Huk
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10/21/2017
10/23/2017
10/24/2017
10/24/2017
10/24/2017

10/27/2017
November
11/1/2017

11/4/2017
11/11/2017

11/11/2017

Honor Flight of Southern Indiana (In@pn
Greater Lafayette Honor Flight (Indiana)
Honor Flight Tri-State (Ohio)

Honor Flight West Central Florida (Fdiar)
Honor Flight of the Ozarks (Missouri)

Utah Honor Flight (Utah)

Honor Flight of the Quad Cities (lllinpis
Honor Flight Dayton (Ohio)
Greater St. Louis Honor Flight (Misspuri

Lone Eagle (Various States)

Respectfully submitted,

James R. Fisher

James R. Fisher
NationalExecutive Director
Korean War Veterans Association, USA

Contact Honor Flight Hul
Contact Honor Flight Huk
Contact Honor Flight Hul
Contact Honor Flight Hul

ntact Honor Flight Hub

Contact Honor Flight Hul

Contact Honor Flight Huk
Contact Honor Flight Hul
Contact Honor Flight Huk

Contact Honor Flight Hul

Contact Information
Honor Flight, Inc.

175 South Tuttle Road
Springfield, OH 45505
937-521-2400

9:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m. EST
Serving Our Veterans
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