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CHARLEY D. PRICE, JD
Director Legislative Programs
Korean War Veterans Association, Inc.
126 Dirksen Drive
DeBary, Florida 32713

MEMORUMDUM FOR RECORD

August 17, 2005

SUBJECT: National Charter
TO: National President, KWVA
BACKGROUND

Attempts have been made for the past several years by the Korean War Veterans, Inc., to
obtain a Federal Charter [Title 36, US Code]. These efforts have not been successful for a variety
of reasons. The major reason for the denial can not be actually determined, however, it is believed
that the outstanding objects, if addressed timely and appropriately can be overcome.

ACTIONS TO DATE

The proposed bills were redrafted and submitted for review. The Senate and House both
approved the draft bill, verbatim, and filed same. The Senate Bill is S. 1512 sponsored by Senator
Sarbanes and the House Bill is HR 3476, sponsored by Congressman Hoyer. Both Bills were filed
simultaneously on July 27, 2005.

POSITIVE ACTIONS

There was never opposition to the passage of the bill in the Senate. It is believed there will be
none this year.

NEGATIVE ACTIONS

The House Bill has never successfully moved out of the Judiciary Committee and
Subcommittee on Immigration, Border Security, and Claims.

The Judiciary Committee Chairman is Congressman F. James Sensen- brenner, Jr.,
Republican, Fifth District of Wisconsin.

The Subcommittee on Immigration, Border Security, and Claims Chairman is Congressman
John N. Hostettler, Republican, Eighth District of Indiana.

MORE NEGATIVE FACTORS

The Staff Director for the Subcommittee on Immigrations, Border Security, and Claims, is
Cynthia Blackston. All the information which | was able to obtain indicates that this person is the
real reason the Bill has never moved. The reasons for her personal and bitter opposition to this
particular bill is unknown, but believed to be the result of an inability to work around a mutual
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detestation of each other on the part of Blackston and former KWVA contact person(s). Further it
has been reported to me that Ms. Blackston has verbally stated you will get a Federal Charter over
my dead body.

NEGATING ACTIONS

| believe and recommend that a concerted effort must be made directly with Congressmen
Sensenbrenner and Hostettler to offset Ms. Blackston’s efforts. A federal employee should not
hold the power to determine what is good, bad, or indifferent to over 5 to 7 million Korean War
Veterans. Therefore, we need a concentrated and unified effort to overcome identified opposition,
and gain the high ground.

| am proposing to prepare a list of key Members of the House identified to receive a personal
letter which | will write, signed by the National President. These letters would be forwarded to some
trusted individual in the vicinity of the Capitol to hand-carry for delivery to the offices of the
Representatives. Director Robert Banker, Maryland Chapter might be the individual for this task.

| further request that each KWVA member write a letter to their Representatives requesting
support for H.R. 3476.

ADDITIONAL ACTIONS

Request all suggestions, comments, and recommendations be forwarded to the Director
Legislative Programs, immediately for consideration.
From: Bob Charlesworth [mailto:JAVA3B@msn.com]
Sent: Saturday, November 19, 2005 9:05 PM
To: Lou Dechert
Subject: Fw: message from Congressman Renzi's office

Lou - - this is a response from Repr. Renzi's office to one of our members. It's pretty much the same msg we learned of
during the last bill that went to Sensenbrenner's Committee. | believe we already know that some Charters have been
granted in spite of the so- called ban, so the question naturally arises; what does it take to circumvent the ban, and who
is the recipient of the favor? Frankly, I'm not a supporter of this activity, but I'm open to discussion.

Regards, Bob

----- Original Message -----
From: Pete Buscaino
To: Bob Charlesworth

Sent: Friday, November 18, 2005 4:28 PM
Subject: FW: message from Congressman Renzi's office

Bob, This is in response to an email | sent WEEKS ago on a national charter for the KWVA. You requested we
contacted our Congressional Members.
Pete Buscaino

From: Lester, Jim [mailto:Jim.Lester@mail.house.gov]
Sent: Thursday, November 17, 2005 9:14 PM

To: 'pbus@localnet.com’

Subject: message from Congressman Renzi's office

My name is Jim Lester, an aide to Congressman Renzi. Thanks for your email on HR 3476. The Judiciary Committee
will not consider bills granting federal charters for the foreseeable future. Its reasoning is that there are no
qualifications for receiving a federal charter and no oversight of organizations that have received federal charters in the
past. Since a federal charter denotes a type of approval by Congress, without oversight by Congress, an unfit
organization could use this designation to the detriment of the public.



Since there is no oversight function, Chairman Sensenbrenner has decided to deny federal charters to all
organizations seeking such charters. This policy may change sometime in the future, but it is doubtful in the near
term. Thanks for your email.

Jim Lester

Legislative Director

Legislative Counsel
Congressman Rick Renzi (AZ-1)
418 Cannon HOB

Washington, DC 20515-0301
202-225-2315

fax 202-226-9739
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108" CONGRESS (2003/2004)

S.478

Title: A bill to grant a Federal charter Korean War Veterans Association, Incorporated, and for
other purposes.

Sponsor: Sen Sarbanes, Paul S. [MD] (introduced 2/27/2003) Cosponsors (19)

Latest Major Action: 2/27/2003 Referred to Senate committee. Status: Read twice and
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

COSPONSORS(19), ALPHABETICAL [followed by Cosponsors withdrawn]: (Sort: by
date)

Sen Biden, Joseph R., Jr. [DE] - Sen Bond, Christopher S. [MO] -
7/23/2003 10/22/2003
Sen Campbell, Ben Nighthorse [CO] -

Sen Brownback, Sam [KS] - 3/26/2003

2/27/2003

Sen Clinton, Hillary Rodham [NY] -
2/27/2003

Sen Graham, Lindsey [SC] - 4/29/2003 Sen Hutchison, Kay Bailey [TX] - 2/27/2003

Sen Lautenberg, Frank R. [NJ] -
9/7/2004

Sen Mikulski, Barbara A. [MD] -
10/2/2003

Sen Murkowski, Lisa [AK] - 6/26/2003 Sen Murray, Patty [WA] - 2/27/2003

Sen Durbin, Richard [IL] - 3/25/2004

Sen Leahy, Patrick J. [VT] - 7/22/2003

Sen Miller, Zell [GA] - 2/27/2003




Sen Reid, Harry [NV] - 2/25/2004
Sen Sessions, Jeff [AL] - 2/27/2003

Sen Wyden, Ron [OR] - 5/23/2003
H.R.1043

Sen Schumer, Charles E. [NY] - 7/23/2003

Sen Warner, John [VA] - 2/27/2003

Title: To grant a Federal charter to Korean War Veterans Association, Incorporated.

Sponsor: Rep Walsh, James T. [NY-25] (introduced 2/27/2003)

Cosponsors (156)

Latest Major Action: 5/5/2003 Referred to House subcommittee. Status: Referred to the
Subcommittee on Immigration, Border Security, and Claims.

COSPONSORS(156), ALPHABETICAL [followed by Cosponsors withdrawn]:

date)
Rep Abercrombie, Neil [HI-1] - 2/27/2003

Rep Baldwin, Tammy [WI-2] - 7/15/2003

Rep Bartlett, Roscoe G. [MD-6] -
1/20/2004

Rep Bell, Chris [TX-25] - 2/27/2003

Rep Bishop, Sanford D., Jr. [GA-2] -
3/31/2003

Rep Boehlert, Sherwood [NY-24] -
4/22/2004

Rep Boswell, Leonard L. [IA-3] - 7/13/2004

Rep Brown, Corrine [FL-3] - 2/27/2003

Rep Brown-Waite, Ginny [FL-5] - 3/4/2003

Rep Calvert, Ken [CA-44] - 7/15/2003

Rep Capuano, Michael E. [MA-8] -
9/7/2004

Rep Carson, Brad [OK-2] - 3/25/2003
Rep Case, Ed [HI-2] - 2/27/2003

Rep Clay, Wm. Lacy [MO-1] - 2/27/2003

Rep Cooper, Jim [TN-5] - 1/30/2004
Rep Crane, Philip M. [IL-8] - 2/27/2003

Rep Culberson, John Abney [TX-7] -
2/27/2003

Rep Cunningham, Randy (Duke) [CA-50] -
2/27/2003

Rep Davis, Lincoln [TN-4] - 3/6/2003
Rep DelLauro, Rosa L. [CT-3] - 6/21/2004

Rep Dingell, John D. [MI-15] - 2/27/2003

(Sort: by

Rep Baird, Brian [WA-3] - 6/19/2003

Rep Barrett, J. Gresham [SC-3] -
5/15/2003

Rep Bass, Charles F. [NH-2] - 3/17/2003

Rep Bilirakis, Michael [FL-9] - 5/18/2004

Rep Bishop, Timothy H. [NY-1] -

5/10/2004
Rep Bordallo, Madeleine Z. [GU] -

2/27/2003

Rep Boucher, Rick [VA-9] - 3/2/2004
Rep Brown, Sherrod [OH-13] - 2/27/2003

Rep Burr, Richard [NC-5] - 7/13/2004

Rep Capps, Lois [CA-23] - 2/27/2003

Rep Cardin, Benjamin L. [MD-3] -

1/23/2004
Rep Carson, Julia [IN-7] - 6/19/2003

Rep Castle, Michael N. [DE] - 7/20/2004

Rep Conyers, John, Jr. [MI-14] -

2/27/2003
Rep Costello, Jerry F. [IL-12] - 2/27/2003

Rep Crowley, Joseph [NY-7] - 6/22/2004

Rep Cummings, Elijah E. [MD-7] -

2/10/2004

Rep Davis, Jim [FL-11] - 3/17/2004

Rep DeFazio, Peter A. [OR-4] - 6/10/2003

Rep DeMint, Jim [SC-4] - 10/7/2004

Rep Doyle, Michael F. [PA-14] -

2/27/2003



Rep Emanuel, Rahm [IL-5] - 2/10/2004
Rep Etheridge, Bob [NC-2] - 3/6/2003

Rep Faleomavaega, Eni F. H. [AS] -
6/17/2003

Rep Filner, Bob [CA-51] - 2/27/2003

Rep Ford, Harold E., Jr. [TN-9] - 2/27/2003

Rep Frost, Martin [TX-24] - 2/27/2003

Rep Gilchrest, Wayne T. [MD-1] -
1/20/2004

Rep Goode, Virgil H., Jr. [VA-5] -
2/27/2003

Rep Green, Mark [WI-8] - 2/27/2003

Rep Grijalva, Raul M. [AZ-7] - 2/27/2003

Rep Hall, Ralph M. [TX-4] - 5/17/2004

Rep Hastings, Alcee L. [FL-23] - 2/27/2003

Rep Hensarling, Jeb [TX-5] - 11/17/2004

Rep Hobson, David L. [OH-7] - 2/27/2003

Rep Holden, Tim [PA-17] - 2/27/2003
Rep Houghton, Amo [NY-29] - 2/27/2003

Rep Isakson, Johnny [GA-6] - 2/27/2003

Rep Janklow, William J. [SD] - 2/27/2003

Rep Johnson, Sam [TX-3] - 3/6/2003

Rep Jones, Stephanie Tubbs [OH-11] -
2/27/2003

Rep Kaptur, Marcy [OH-9] - 2/27/2003

Rep Kildee, Dale E. [MI-5] - 2/27/2003

Rep Kind, Ron [WI-3] - 4/22/2004

Rep Kline, John [MN-2] - 6/2/2003

Rep Lampson, Nick [TX-9] - 2/27/2003

Rep Levin, Sander M. [MI-12] - 2/27/2003

Rep English, Phil [PA-3] - 3/4/2003
Rep Evans, Lane [IL-17] - 6/8/2004

Rep Farr, Sam [CA-17] - 2/27/2003

Rep Foley, Mark [FL-16] - 2/10/2004
Rep Fossella, Vito [NY-13] - 2/27/2003
Rep Gerlach, Jim [PA-6] - 3/6/2003

Rep Gillmor, Paul E. [OH-5] - 2/27/2003

Rep Gordon, Bart [TN-6] - 5/10/2004

Rep Greenwood, James C. [PA-8] -
7/22/2003

Rep Gutierrez, Luis V. [IL-4] - 2/27/2003

Rep Harris, Katherine [FL-13] -
4/29/2003

Rep Hefley, Joel [CO-5] - 2/27/2003

Rep Hinchey, Maurice D. [NY-22] -
2/27/2003

Rep Hoeffel, Joseph M. [PA-13] -
7/12/2004

Rep Hooley, Darlene [OR-5] - 6/21/2004
Rep Hoyer, Steny H. [MD-5] - 2/27/2003

Rep Jackson, Jesse L., Jr. [IL-2] -
6/22/2004

Rep Johnson, Eddie Bernice [TX-30] -
2/27/2003

Rep Johnson, Timothy V. [IL-15] -
2/27/2003

Rep Jones, Walter B., Jr. [NC-3] -
2/27/2003

Rep Kelly, Sue W. [NY-19] - 10/8/2003

Rep Kilpatrick, Carolyn C. [MI-13] -
6/10/2003

Rep King, Peter T. [NY-3] - 9/4/2003

Rep Kucinich, Dennis J. [OH-10] -
7/12/2004

Rep Lee, Barbara [CA-9] - 2/27/2003
Rep Lewis, John [GA-5] - 9/7/2004

Rep LoBiondo, Frank A. [NJ-2] - 5/10/2004 Rep Lowey, Nita M. [NY-18] - 2/27/2003




Rep Lucas, Ken [KY-4] - 2/27/2003

Rep Majette, Denise L. [GA-4] - 6/2/2004

Rep McCarthy, Carolyn [NY-4] - 2/27/2003

Rep McCotter, Thaddeus G. [MI-11] -
9/4/2003

Rep McHugh, John M. [NY-23] -
11/20/2003

Rep Menendez, Robert [NJ-13] - 3/18/2003

Rep Millender-McDonald, Juanita [CA-37] -
2/27/2003

Rep Miller, Jeff [FL-1] - 3/18/2003
Rep Moran, Jerry [KS-1] - 9/7/2004

Rep Nadler, Jerrold [NY-8] - 9/7/2004

Rep Neal, Richard E. [MA-2] - 3/2/2004

Rep Norton, Eleanor Holmes [DC] -
2/27/2003

Rep Payne, Donald M. [NJ-10] - 5/19/2004

Rep Pickering, Charles W. (Chip) [MS-3] -
6/9/2003

Rep Putnam, Adam H. [FL-12] - 2/27/2003

Rep Rangel, Charles B. [NY-15] -
3/18/2003

Rep Reyes, Silvestre [TX-16] - 2/27/2003
Rep Rogers, Harold [KY-5] - 7/15/2003

Rep Ross, Mike [AR-4] - 6/2/2004

Rep Ruppersberger, C. A. Dutch [MD-2] -
9/4/2003

Rep Ryan, Paul [WI-1] - 7/12/2004

Rep Sanchez, Linda T. [CA-39] - 6/17/2003

Rep Schakowsky, Janice D. [IL-9] -
2/27/2003

Rep Sessions, Pete [TX-32] - 5/5/2003

Rep Strickland, Ted [OH-6] - 2/27/2003

Rep Lynch, Stephen F. [MA-9] - 3/4/2003

Rep Maloney, Carolyn B. [NY-14] -

2/27/2003
Rep McCollum, Betty [MN-4] - 3/4/2003

Rep McGovern, James P. [MA-3] -

3/4/2003
Rep Meeks, Gregory W. [NY-6] -

6/22/2004
Rep Mica, John L. [FL-7] - 2/27/2003

Rep Miller, Candice S. [MI-10] -

2/27/2003
Rep Moore, Dennis [KS-3] - 2/27/2003

Rep Murphy, Tim [PA-18] - 10/7/2004

Rep Napolitano, Grace F. [CA-38] -

2/27/2003
Rep Ney, Robert W. [OH-18] - 3/6/2003

Rep Paul, Ron [TX-14] - 2/27/2003

Rep Peterson, Collin C. [MN-7] -

7/22/2003

Rep Porter, Jon C. [NV-3] - 2/27/2003

Rep Quinn, Jack [NY-27] - 2/27/2003

Rep Regula, Ralph [OH-16] - 2/27/2003

Rep Rodriguez, Ciro [TX-28] - 2/27/2003
Rep Rogers, Mike [MI-8] - 2/27/2003

Rep Rothman, Steven R. [NJ-9] -

9/4/2003

Rep Rush, Bobby L. [IL-1] - 5/13/2004

Rep Ryan, Timothy J. [OH-17] -

3/25/2003
Rep Sanchez, Loretta [CA-47] -

7/22/2004

Rep Schiff, Adam B. [CA-29] - 3/4/2003

Rep Slaughter, Louise Mclntosh [NY-28] -

5/13/2004
Rep Stupak, Bart [MI-1] - 9/10/2003




Rep Terry, Lee [NE-2] - 2/27/2003 Rep Thompson, Mike [CA-1] - 4/8/2003
Rep Towns, Edolphus [NY-10] - 2/27/2003 Rep Upton, Fred [MI-6] - 2/27/2003

Rep Van Hollen, Chris [MD-8] - 2/10/2004 Rep Wicker, Roger F. [MS-1] - 7/20/2004
Rep Wilson, Heather [NM-1] - 6/22/2004  Rep Wilson, Joe [SC-2] - 2/27/2003

Rep Wynn, Albert Russell [MD-4] -
5/22/2003

Rep Woolsey, Lynn C. [CA-6] - 2/27/2003

109"™ CONGRESS (2005-2006)

S.1512

Title: A bill to grant a Federal charter to Korean War Veterans Association, Incorporated.
Sponsor: Sen Sarbanes, Paul S. [MD] (introduced 7/27/2005) Cosponsors (18)
Related Bills: H.R.3476

Latest Major Action: 7/27/2005 Referred to Senate committee. Status: Read twice and
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

COSPONSORS(18), ALPHABETICAL [followed by Cosponsors withdrawn]: (Sort: by
date)

Sen Biden, Joseph R., Jr. [DE] - Sen Clinton, Hillary Rodham [NY] -
7/27/2005 7/27/2005
Sen Coburn, Tom [OK] - 10/6/2005 Sen Durbin, Richard [IL] - 7/27/2005

Sen Inouye, Daniel K. [HI] - 11/2/2005  Sen Isakson, Johnny [GA] - 11/7/2005

Sen Kennedy, Edward M. [MA] -
10/31/2005

Sen Lautenberg, Frank R. [NJ] -
7/27/2005

Sen Murkowski, Lisa [AK] - 7/27/2005 Sen Murray, Patty [WA] - 7/27/2005
Sen Schumer, Charles E. [NY] -

Sen Kerry, John F. [MA] - 11/8/2005

Sen Mikulski, Barbara A. [MD] - 7/27/2005

Sen Sessions, Jeff [AL] - 7/29/2005

7/27/2005

Sen Smith, Gordon H. [OR] - 9/19/2005 Sen Stevens, Ted [AK] - 9/6/2005
Sen Talent, Jim [MO] - 9/6/2005 Sen Wyden, Ron [OR] - 7/27/2005
H.R.3476

Title: To grant a Federal charter to Korean War Veterans Association, Incorporated.
Sponsor: Rep Hoyer, Steny H. [MD-5] (introduced 7/27/2005) Cosponsors (26)
Related Bills: S.1512

Latest Major Action: 7/27/2005 Referred to House committee. Status: Referred to the
House Committee on the Judiciary.

COSPONSORS(26), ALPHABETICAL [followed by Cosponsors withdrawn]: (Sort: by
date)

Rep Bartlett, Roscoe G. [MD-6] -
10/6/2005

Rep Bilirakis, Michael [FL-9] - 11/16/2005 Rep Boren, Dan [OK-2] - 10/6/2005

Rep Andrews, Robert E. [NJ-1] - 10/6/2005




Rep Brown-Waite, Ginny [FL-5] - 11/17/2005

Rep Cardin, Benjamin L. [MD-3] -
11/15/2005

Rep Case, Ed [HI-2] - 12/6/2005

Rep Delahunt, William D. [MA-10] -
10/25/2005

Rep Gilchrest, Wayne T. [MD-1] -
10/20/2005

Rep Johnson, Sam [TX-3] - 12/13/2005

Rep Markey, Edward J. [MA-7] - 11/1/2005

Rep McGovern, James P. [MA-3] -
10/26/2005

Rep Mica, John L. [FL-7] - 11/16/2005

Rep Ruppersberger, C. A. Dutch [MD-2] -
11/3/2005

Rep Van Hollen, Chris [MD-8] - 12/8/2005

Rep Capuano, Michael E. [MA-8] -
10/28/2005

Rep Carson, Julia [IN-7] - 12/13/2005

Rep Cummings, Elijah E. [MD-7] -

11/18/2005

Rep Frank, Barney [MA-4] - 11/3/2005

Rep Jindal, Bobby [LA-1] - 11/2/2005

Rep Lynch, Stephen F. [MA-9] -

10/25/2005
Rep McCollum, Betty [MN-4] -

11/1/2005
Rep Menendez, Robert [NJ-13] -

11/10/2005
Rep Neal, Richard E. [MA-2] -

12/6/2005
Rep Tierney, John F. [MA-6] -

11/18/2005
Rep Wynn, Albert Russell [MD-4] -

11/15/2005
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VETERANS
ASSOCIATION
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Louis T Dechert, President
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HarePic@aol.com

For further contact information:
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August 24, 2005

The Honorable John N. Hostettler
Representative Indiania-8" District
Chair, Subcommittee for Immigration,
Border Security and Claims

1214 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-1408

Re: H.R. 3476
Dear Representative Hostettler,

As President of the Korean War Veterans Association, Inc., |
am concerned for the well-being of the approximately seven
and one half million American Military Service members that
served in the Korean War during actual hostilities and in
subsequent roles to preserve the freedom and independence of
the Republic of Korea and the security of the United States in
the Far East.

On July 27, 2005, the 52nd Anniversary of the signing of the
Korean Armistice Agreement, Representative Steny H. Hoyer
introduced H.R. 3476, accompanied with this comment:
Granting this Federal Charter, at no cost to the
government, is a small expression of our appreciation for
the extraordinary courage and sacrifice of our forces in
Korea and will afford the Association the same status as
other major veteran organizations.

This Association is the only fraternal veterans association in our
nation devoted exclusively to Korea veterans and their cares
and concerns. It is also the only US member of the International
Federation of Korean War Veterans Associations — IFKWVA,
Seoul, Korea. | presently serve on the Executive Council of the
world body. Thus, the KWVA is the only veterans group
bringing US veterans of Korea to world attention.

“Korean War and Korea Service Veterans —
A Continuity of Service in the Defense of Freedom.”

US MEMBER, INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION KOREAN WAR VETERANS ASSOCIATIONS —

THE RETURN VISITS




Page 2
Dechert to Hostettler
August 24, 2005

| might add [and I'm certain that you don’'t need to be reminded] that the Senate has twice
previously overwhelmingly acted favorably on the granting of a charter to our organization.

Other considerations aside, concerns are increasingly voiced by Korean military and government
associates concerning our lack of “status.” They consider the refusal to be an affront to their own
Country, and less than adequate recognition and appreciation of the Republic of Korea and their
efforts supporting the US in the global war on terrorism.

Upon the return of the 109th Congress our association will be conducting a concerted grassroots,
door-to-door campaign informing congressional representatives and friends about this legislation
and the various positions their representatives hold. We want to include statements regarding your
position. Will you clarify your position on this bill to the Korean War Veterans?

The Korean War Veterans Association would be most honored to thank you for bringing this bill,
favorably, out of committee in a most timely way. In fact, our annual convention will be meeting in
Bossier City, Louisiana, October 2-5. You are urged to send your greetings, and position, to the
membership, as well as providing a letter to be printed in the Program Booklet.

If | can be of further help in getting this bill through the House, please, let me know.

Thank you for your help and the leadership that you can give to the many Korean War Veterans
that are concerned with this vital issue.

Respectfully yours,

Louis T Dechert

National President, KWVA, USA
Executive Council, IFKWVA
Co-Chairman, USFKVO
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KOREAN WAR
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Louis T Dechert, President
163 Deerbrook Trail
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FAX 318.640.8312
kwva06@earthlink.net
louisdechert@cox.net
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Please Address Invoices
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Richard E Hare, Treasurer
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http://wwwl.va.gov/vso/index.cfm?t

emplate=viewreport&Org 1D=203

August 24, 2005

The Honorable F. James Sensenbrenner, Jr.
Representative Wisconsin-5" District

Chair, Committee on the Judiciary

2449 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-4905

Re: H.R. 3476
Dear Representative Sensenbrenner,

As President of the Korean War Veterans Association, Inc., |
am concerned for the well-being of the approximately seven
and one half million American Military Service members that
served in the Korean War during actual hostilities and in
subsequent roles to preserve the freedom and independence of
the Republic of Korea and the security of the United States in
the Far East.

On July 27, 2005, the 52nd Anniversary of the signing of the
Korean Armistice Agreement, Representative Steny H. Hoyer
introduced H.R. 3476, accompanied with this comment:
Granting this Federal Charter, at no cost to the
government, is a small expression of our appreciation for
the extraordinary courage and sacrifice of our forces in
Korea and will afford the Association the same status as
other major veteran organizations.

This Association is the only fraternal veterans association in our
nation devoted exclusively to Korea veterans and their cares
and concerns. It is also the only US member of the International
Federation of Korean War Veterans Associations — IFKWVA,
Seoul, Korea. | presently serve on the Executive Council of the
world body. Thus, the KWVA is the only veterans group
bringing US veterans of Korea to world attention.

“Korean War and Korea Service Veterans —
A Continuity of Service in the Defense of Freedom.”

US MEMBER, INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION KOREAN WAR VETERANS ASSOCIATIONS —
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Page 2
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| might add [and I'm certain that you don’'t need to be reminded] that the Senate has twice
previously overwhelmingly acted favorably on the granting of a charter to our organization.

Other considerations aside, concerns are increasingly voiced by Korean military and government
associates concerning our lack of “status.” They consider the refusal to be an affront to their own
Country, and less than adequate recognition and appreciation of the Republic of Korea and their
efforts supporting the US in the global war on terrorism.

Upon the return of the 109th Congress our association will be conducting a concerted grassroots,
door-to-door campaign informing congressional representatives and friends about this legislation
and the various positions their representatives hold. We want to include statements regarding your
position. Will you clarify your position on this bill to the Korean War Veterans?

The Korean War Veterans Association would be most honored to thank you for bringing this bill,
favorably, out of committee in a most timely way. In fact, our annual convention will be meeting in
Bossier City, Louisiana, October 2-5. You are urged to send your greetings, and position, to the
membership, as well as providing a letter to be printed in the Program Booklet.

If | can be of further help in getting this bill through the House, please, let me know.

Thank you for your help and the leadership that you can give to the many Korean War Veterans
that are concerned with this vital issue.

Respectfully yours,

Louis T Dechert

National President, KWVA, USA
Executive Council, IFKWVA
Co-Chairman, USFKVO
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REGARDING H.R. 3476

COMMENTS:

Please help us
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President, KWVA, USA
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DATE: December 26, 2005
TO: Jimmy Faircoth
FAX NUMBER: 318.442.9532
REGARDING H.R. 3476

COMMENTS:

Please help us

LR27194
President, KWVA, USA
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December 26, 2005

FREEDOM ISNOT FREE! The Honorable J Dennis Hastert
KOREAN WAR Speaker of the House
VETERANS 235 Cannon House Office Building

ASSOCIATION Washington, DC 20515
www.kwva.org

Founder: William Norris Dear Mr. Speaker,

E&Eggziﬂzg‘f #LZIIT Dechert, | am the national leader of the Korean War Veterans Association, our nation’s oldest
Pineville, LA 71360 and largest veteran’s organization centered on the on-going war in Korea. There are
318.641.8033 now 5 to 8 million veterans of this, America’s longest war, and the numbers grow each
FAX 318.640.8312 day. Our data base has over 33,000 names connected with the KWVA in one form or
louisdechert@cox.net another.

WASHINGTON DC LIAISON

OFFICE For several years now the organization has sought to receive a federal charter in
Warren Wiedhahn, Director accordance with the law. In the former Congress it was H.R. 1043 and is H.R. 3476 in
:?g)?aaz'r‘;it,f?é%j 420 the current Congress. It saddens and perplexes us that you have not supported either
703.212.0695 of these measures, even though we have the support of other veterans organizations
JWiedhahn@aol.com (American Legion, Military Order of the Purple Heart, Catholic War Veterans, and

others), and are members of the Veterans Day National Committee. In just the past

Elease address General, year we served over 50,000 man hours as Veterans Administration Volunteers, coast

Membership and Official

Correspondence to to coast, a VA estimated benefit to the Federal government of over $800,000.

SECRETARY Bill Hutton,

4 Belleview Blvd, #402 We find it very difficult to understand why our organization is treated as less than even

?;;'23'3['6':1'623756 second rate veterans by the House of Representatives—the Senate has passed the

BHUTS@att.net measure each year, the House refusing to do so. This is not right.

Please Address Invoices, Please provide me with a written explanation on behalf of the House that | can

.'?SVE’RZ’U;EE’F;‘%EL?&“E“F:;? distribute to our members across the nation and around the world as to why this

1260 Southampton Drive unjustified rebuff continues. Time is growing short—we are losing 250 or more Korea

Alexandria, LA 71303 veterans a day; must we all die before this injustice is righted?

318.487.9716

HarePic@aol.com Your colleagues, Mr. Sensenbrenner and Mr. Hostettler have on occasion referred to a
. “moratorium” on federal charters. The facts seem to indicate otherwise (Encl #1). We

The Graybeards Magazine | h i he H aht this iniust THI

Art Sharp, Editor urgently request that you prevail upon the House to right this injustice, S

152 Sky View Drive SESSION. | am also enclosing a copy of my letter to other national veterans groups on

Rocky Hill, CT 06067 this matter (Encl#2).

860.563.6149
AGS0326@aol.com

Thank you for doing the right thing in this matter.
Frank Bertulis, Advertising

99 Deerfield Lane Louis T Dechert encl: as
Matawan, NJ 07747-1332 National President cc: Faircloth, Burkhart, Price,
732.566.2737
“Korean War and Korea Service Veterans —
Hutton, A Continuity of Service in the Defense of Freedom.”
Board of US MEMBER, INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION KOREAN WAR VETERANS ASSOCIATIONS -
Directors THE RETURN VISITS
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SOME MORATORIUM

Per our conversation, the following Organizations, dates, and membership that have been chartered by

the US Congress since 1990:
1) African American PTSD Association: March 8, 2002 (2,141)
2) Air Force Sergeants’ Association: November 18, 1997 (135,000)

3) American Gl Forum of the United States: August 13, 1998 (50,000)
4) Fleet Reserve Association: September 23, 1996 (135,000)
5) Military Order of the World Wars: October 23, 1992 (11,200)

6) The Retired Enlisted association: October 23, 1992 (67,000)

End #1
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November 27, 2005

National Commander Thomas L Bock
The American Legion

Post Office Box 1055

Indianapolis, IN 46206

Dear Commander Bock,

| appreciated your remarks at Arlington and the chance to personally
meet you on the stage and then at the reception. Please extend our
appreciation to the Legionnaires (and | am one of them) for the hosting
of the VDNC and its activities this year.

There are two matters on which | would appreciate your assistance—
they both require relatively quick responses by the national staff. Both
matters are discussed in the enclosure (and the enclosure thereto).

Concerning the matter of the federal charter of the KWVA, the chief
obstruction to favorable passage each year has been Representative
John Hostettler, of Indiana, the state wherein the National Headquarters
of The American Legion is located.

As one peruses the various congressional websites one is struck by the
“mom, apple pie, flag, and church” nature of Representative Hostettler's
website http://www.house.gov/hostettler/ That is what make it so hard to
reconcile Representative Hostettler's year after year insistence on
treating American veterans of Korean War and Service (now stretching
1950-2005, going on 2006, the war is not over!)—approximately 6.5
million of us—as undeserving second class soldiers. In a similar vein,
the obstinate attitude of another Hoosier, Representative (Col, AUS,Ret)
Steve Buyer, on this matter is just as harmful.
http://stevebuyer.house.gov/.

These two men, right there in Indiana, are the principal reasons that the
Korean War Veterans Association has been denied a federal charter,
otherwise passed, via sponsors and co-sponsors in the last session. Mr.
Hastert and the “leadership” haven’t been any help, either.

“Korean War and Korea Service Veterans —
A Continuity of Service in the Defense of Freedom.”

US MEMBER, INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION KOREAN WAR VETERANS ASSOCIATIONS —

Encl #2

THE RETURN VISITS
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Page 2
Dechert to Bock
November 27, 2005

| am requesting all KWVA members and other veterans in Indiana to personally appear in uniform
and in groups at each of Mr. Hostettler's and Mr. Buyer’s district offices this week, November 27-
December 3 and clearly indicate their impatience at this undeserved discrimination. We will
appreciate any local and national assistance that the Legion may provide. (Offices, see enclosure)

Tom, | note that you are a veteran of the Vietham War. | am absolutely certain that you are well-
aware of the manifestations of unfair hostile treatment which Vietham Veterans, as a class,
encountered. | am not only a Korean War veteran; | am a veteran of four trips to Vietnam (9 years,
US Army Special Forces).

| well remember and very much resent the fact that | had to take a $4,000 corporate course in
order to enter the job market after leaving the Army in 1973: a course on how to manufacture a
personal resume covering half of one’s adult life without ever revealing the taint of military
service. No Wall and no ceremony, anywhere, anytime, and no VA rating or other federal or state
assistance will ever remove that bitter memory.

| tell you this in order to assert that these Korean veterans are being treated just as shabbily in
their quest for equal and fair treatment with other veterans as you and | were as a consequence of
Vietnam service. Despicable and it must end; | hope that | may count on your support in getting it
ended.

Thank you for your consideration and may you experience a great year leading “America’s premier
veterans’ organization.”

Louis T Dechert
National President

encls as
cc: KWVA membership, Cramer, VFW, MOPH, TMC, Price
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TO: Representative Duncan Hunter

¥ KOREAN WAR VETERANS ASSOCIATION

FAX NUMBER: 202.225.0235
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Please help us

LR27194
President, KWVA, USA
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December 26, 2005

The Honorable Duncan Hunter

US Representative

2265 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman,

| am the national leader of the Korean War Veterans Association, our nation’s oldest
and largest veteran’s organization centered on the on-going war in Korea. There are
now 5 to 8 million veterans of this, America’s longest war, and the numbers grow each
day. Our data base has over 33,000 nhames connected with the KWVA in one form or
another.

For several years now the organization has sought to receive a federal charter in
accordance with the law. In the former Congress it was H.R. 1043 and is H.R. 3476 in
the current Congress. It saddens and perplexes us that you have not supported either
of these measures, even though we have the support of other veterans organizations
(American Legion, Military Order of the Purple Heart, Catholic War Veterans, and
others), and are members of the Veterans Day National Committee. In just the past
year we served over 50,000 man hours as Veterans Administration Volunteers, coast
to coast, a VA estimated benefit to the Federal government of over $800,000.

We find it very difficult to understand why our organization is treated as less than even
second rate veterans by the House of Representatives—the Senate has passed the
measure each year, the House refusing to do so. This is not right.

S

Please provide us with a written explanation on behalf of the House that | can
distribute to our members across the nation and around the world as to why this
unjustified rebuff continues. Time is growing short—we are losing 250 or more Korea
veterans a day; must we all die before this injustice is righted?

Your colleagues, Mr. Sensenbrenner and Mr. Hostettler have on occasion referred to a
“moratorium” on federal charters. The facts seem to indicate otherwise (Encl #1). We
urgently request that you prevail upon the House to right this injustice, THIS
SESSION. | am also enclosing a copy of my letter to other national veterans groups on
this matter (Encl#2).

Thank you for doing the right thing in this matter.
encl: as

cc: Faircloth, Burkhart, Price,
Hutton, Board of Directors

Louis T Dechert
National President

“Korean War and Korea Service Veterans —
A Continuity of Service in the Defense of Freedom.”

THE RETURN VISITS
23




SOME MORATORIUM

Per our conversation, the following Organizations, dates, and membership that have been chartered by

the US Congress since 1990:
1) African American PTSD Association: March 8, 2002 (2,141)
2) Air Force Sergeants’ Association: November 18, 1997 (135,000)

3) American Gl Forum of the United States: August 13, 1998 (50,000)
4) Fleet Reserve Association: September 23, 1996 (135,000)
5) Military Order of the World Wars: October 23, 1992 (11,200)

6) The Retired Enlisted association: October 23, 1992 (67,000)

End #1
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November 27, 2005

National Commander Thomas L Bock
The American Legion

Post Office Box 1055

Indianapolis, IN 46206

Dear Commander Bock,

| appreciated your remarks at Arlington and the chance to personally
meet you on the stage and then at the reception. Please extend our
appreciation to the Legionnaires (and | am one of them) for the hosting
of the VDNC and its activities this year.

There are two matters on which | would appreciate your assistance—
they both require relatively quick responses by the national staff. Both
matters are discussed in the enclosure (and the enclosure thereto).

Concerning the matter of the federal charter of the KWVA, the chief
obstruction to favorable passage each year has been Representative
John Hostettler, of Indiana, the state wherein the National Headquarters
of The American Legion is located.

As one peruses the various congressional websites one is struck by the
“mom, apple pie, flag, and church” nature of Representative Hostettler's
website http://www.house.gov/hostettler/ That is what make it so hard to
reconcile Representative Hostettler's year after year insistence on
treating American veterans of Korean War and Service (now stretching
1950-2005, going on 2006, the war is not over!)—approximately 6.5
million of us—as undeserving second class soldiers. In a similar vein,
the obstinate attitude of another Hoosier, Representative (Col, AUS,Ret)
Steve Buyer, on this matter is just as harmful.
http://stevebuyer.house.gov/.

These two men, right there in Indiana, are the principal reasons that the
Korean War Veterans Association has been denied a federal charter,
otherwise passed, via sponsors and co-sponsors in the last session. Mr.
Hastert and the “leadership” haven’t been any help, either.

“Korean War and Korea Service Veterans —
A Continuity of Service in the Defense of Freedom.”

US MEMBER, INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION KOREAN WAR VETERANS ASSOCIATIONS —

Encl #2
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Dechert to Bock
November 27, 2005

| am requesting all KWVA members and other veterans in Indiana to personally appear in uniform
and in groups at each of Mr. Hostettler's and Mr. Buyer’s district offices this week, November 27-
December 3 and clearly indicate their impatience at this undeserved discrimination. We will
appreciate any local and national assistance that the Legion may provide. (Offices, see enclosure)

Tom, | note that you are a veteran of the Vietham War. | am absolutely certain that you are well-
aware of the manifestations of unfair hostile treatment which Vietham Veterans, as a class,
encountered. | am not only a Korean War veteran; | am a veteran of four trips to Vietnam (9 years,
US Army Special Forces).

| well remember and very much resent the fact that | had to take a $4,000 corporate course in
order to enter the job market after leaving the Army in 1973: a course on how to manufacture a
personal resume covering half of one’s adult life without ever revealing the taint of military
service. No Wall and no ceremony, anywhere, anytime, and no VA rating or other federal or state
assistance will ever remove that bitter memory.

| tell you this in order to assert that these Korean veterans are being treated just as shabbily in
their quest for equal and fair treatment with other veterans as you and | were as a consequence of
Vietnam service. Despicable and it must end; | hope that | may count on your support in getting it
ended.

Thank you for your consideration and may you experience a great year leading “America’s premier
veterans’ organization.”

Louis T Dechert
National President

encls as
cc: KWVA membership, Cramer, VFW, MOPH, TMC, Price
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DATE: December 26, 2005

TO: Senator David Vitter

FAX NUMBER: 337.262.6373; 337.436.3163; 318.442.9532; 318.448.0189; 318.325.9165;318.861.4865;
225.383.0952; 202.228.5061

REGARDING S.1512 — H.R. 3476

COMMENTS:

Please help us

LR27194
President, KWVA, USA
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December 26, 2005

The Honorable David Vitter

US Senator

SH-825A, Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Vitter,

Jimmy Faircloth and | have been trying to reach your office on our behalf (S.1512). | do
not believe that either one of us was successful.

It is a source of GREAT sorrow and defeat to find that the Louisiana Congressional
delegation—my delegation, your delegation—has refused to exert themselves on the
behalf of the 5 to 8 million veterans of the 55 year old Korean War. It is estimated that
there are at least 96,000 Korea veterans in Louisiana. | was perplexed to note that you
did not support our organization in your previous term, in the House, either.

We find it very difficult to understand why our organization—the only national veterans
organization presently headquartered in Louisiana, a Louisiana business, our funds in
Louisiana banks, our expenses and purchases bringing gain to Louisiana—is treated
as lower than second rate veterans by your colleagues. This is not right.

Please provide me with a written explanation on behalf of you and your colleagues that
| can distribute to our Louisiana citizens and to my members across the nation and
around the world as to why this unjustified rebuff continues. Time is growing short—we
are losing 250 or more Korea veterans a day; must we all die before this injustice is
righted?

The measure should pass the Senate; it did so in the last Congress. The problem is in
the House, and more particularly your former colleagues Mr. Sensenbrenner and Mr.
Hostettler. These gentlemen have on occasion referred to a “moratorium” on federal
charters. The facts seem to indicate otherwise (Encl #1). | urgently request that you
prevail upon the Republican leadership in both the House and the Senate to right this
injustice, THIS SESSION. | am also enclosing a copy of my letter to other national
veterans groups on this matter (Encl#2).

Thank you for doing the right thing in this matter.

Louis T Dechert
National President

encl: as
cc: Faircloth, Burkhart, Price,
Hutton, Board of Directors

“Korean War and Korea Service Veterans —
A Continuity of Service in the Defense of Freedom.”

US MEMBER, INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION KOREAN WAR VETERANS ASSOCIATIONS —
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SOME MORATORIUM

Per our conversation, the following Organizations, dates, and membership that have been chartered by

the US Congress since 1990:
1) African American PTSD Association: March 8, 2002 (2,141)
2) Air Force Sergeants’ Association: November 18, 1997 (135,000)

3) American Gl Forum of the United States: August 13, 1998 (50,000)
4) Fleet Reserve Association: September 23, 1996 (135,000)
5) Military Order of the World Wars: October 23, 1992 (11,200)

6) The Retired Enlisted association: October 23, 1992 (67,000)

Enl #1
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November 27, 2005

National Commander Thomas L Bock
The American Legion

Post Office Box 1055

Indianapolis, IN 46206

Dear Commander Bock,

| appreciated your remarks at Arlington and the chance to personally
meet you on the stage and then at the reception. Please extend our
appreciation to the Legionnaires (and | am one of them) for the hosting
of the VDNC and its activities this year.

There are two matters on which | would appreciate your assistance—
they both require relatively quick responses by the national staff. Both
matters are discussed in the enclosure (and the enclosure thereto).

Concerning the matter of the federal charter of the KWVA, the chief
obstruction to favorable passage each year has been Representative
John Hostettler, of Indiana, the state wherein the National Headquarters
of The American Legion is located.

As one peruses the various congressional websites one is struck by the
“mom, apple pie, flag, and church” nature of Representative Hostettler's
website http://www.house.gov/hostettler/ That is what make it so hard to
reconcile Representative Hostettler's year after year insistence on
treating American veterans of Korean War and Service (now stretching
1950-2005, going on 2006, the war is not over!)—approximately 6.5
million of us—as undeserving second class soldiers. In a similar vein,
the obstinate attitude of another Hoosier, Representative (Col, AUS,Ret)
Steve Buyer, on this matter is just as harmful.
http://stevebuyer.house.gov/.

These two men, right there in Indiana, are the principal reasons that the
Korean War Veterans Association has been denied a federal charter,
otherwise passed, via sponsors and co-sponsors in the last session. Mr.
Hastert and the “leadership” haven’t been any help, either.

“Korean War and Korea Service Veterans —
A Continuity of Service in the Defense of Freedom.”
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| am requesting all KWVA members and other veterans in Indiana to personally appear in uniform
and in groups at each of Mr. Hostettler's and Mr. Buyer’s district offices this week, November 27-
December 3 and clearly indicate their impatience at this undeserved discrimination. We will
appreciate any local and national assistance that the Legion may provide. (Offices, see enclosure)

Tom, | note that you are a veteran of the Vietham War. | am absolutely certain that you are well-
aware of the manifestations of unfair hostile treatment which Vietham Veterans, as a class,
encountered. | am not only a Korean War veteran; | am a veteran of four trips to Vietnam (9 years,
US Army Special Forces).

| well remember and very much resent the fact that | had to take a $4,000 corporate course in
order to enter the job market after leaving the Army in 1973: a course on how to manufacture a
personal resume covering half of one’s adult life without ever revealing the taint of military
service. No Wall and no ceremony, anywhere, anytime, and no VA rating or other federal or state
assistance will ever remove that bitter memory.

| tell you this in order to assert that these Korean veterans are being treated just as shabbily in
their quest for equal and fair treatment with other veterans as you and | were as a consequence of
Vietnam service. Despicable and it must end; | hope that | may count on your support in getting it
ended.

Thank you for your consideration and may you experience a great year leading “America’s premier
veterans’ organization.”

Louis T Dechert
National President

encls as
cc: KWVA membership, Cramer, VFW, MOPH, TMC, Price
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DATE: December 26, 2005

TO: Representative Bobby Jendal

FAX NUMBER: (202)-226-0386; (504) 837-4239; (985) 893-9707; (985) 340-3047; (225) 751-9973
REGARDING H.R. 3476

COMMENTS:

Please help us

LR27194
President, KWVA, USA
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DATE: December 26, 2005
TO: Jimmy Faircloth
FAX NUMBER: 318.442.9532
REGARDING H.R. 3476

COMMENTS:

Please help us

LR27194
President, KWVA, USA
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December 26, 2005

The Honorable Bobby Jindal

US Representative

1205 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Bobby,

Jimmy Faircloth contacted you on our behalf (S.1512, H.R.3476) during a recent visit
to The Capitol. He reported the gist if your comments and | cannot say that | greatly
disagree. Nevertheless veterans should not bear the brunt of partisan politics, and |
will continue to do the right things that my oath and duty require—and expect men
whom | respect to do the same. | appreciated your signing on to H.R.3476 in spite of
your personal misgivings. | have those same misgivings, but duty requires that | hold
my nose and do the right thing.

Bobby, it is a source of GREAT sorrow and defeat to find that the Louisiana
Congressional delegation—my delegation, your delegation—has refused to exert
themselves on the behalf of the 5 to 8 million veterans of the 55 year old Korean War.
We find it very difficult to understand why our organization—the only national veterans
organization presently headquartered in Louisiana, a Louisiana business, our funds in
Louisiana banks, our expenses and purchases bringing gain to Louisiana—is treated
as lower than second rate veterans by your colleagues. This is not right.

Please provide me with a written explanation on behalf of your colleagues that | can
distribute to our Louisiana citizens and to my members across the nation and around
the world why this unjustified rebuff continues. Time is growing short—we are losing
250 and more Korea veterans a day; must we all die before this injustice is righted?

Your colleagues, Mr. Sensenbrenner and Mr. Hostettler have on occasion referred to a
“moratorium” on federal charters. The facts seem to indicate other (Encl #1). | urgently
request that you prevail upon the Republican leadership in the House to right this
injustice, THIS SESSION. | am also enclosing a copy of my letter to other national
veterans groups on this matter (Encl#2).

Thank you for doing the right thing in this matter.

Louis T Dechert
National President

encl: as
cc: Faircloth, Burkhart, Price,
Hutton, Board of Directors

“Korean War and Korea Service Veterans —
A Continuity of Service in the Defense of Freedom.”
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SOME MORATORIUM

Per our conversation, the following Organizations, dates, and membership that have been chartered by

the US Congress since 1990:
1) African American PTSD Association: March 8, 2002 (2,141)
2) Air Force Sergeants’ Association: November 18, 1997 (135,000)

3) American Gl Forum of the United States: August 13, 1998 (50,000)
4) Fleet Reserve Association: September 23, 1996 (135,000)
5) Military Order of the World Wars: October 23, 1992 (11,200)

6) The Retired Enlisted association: October 23, 1992 (67,000)

Enl #1
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November 27, 2005

National Commander Thomas L Bock
The American Legion

Post Office Box 1055

Indianapolis, IN 46206

Dear Commander Bock,

| appreciated your remarks at Arlington and the chance to personally
meet you on the stage and then at the reception. Please extend our
appreciation to the Legionnaires (and | am one of them) for the hosting
of the VDNC and its activities this year.

There are two matters on which | would appreciate your assistance—
they both require relatively quick responses by the national staff. Both
matters are discussed in the enclosure (and the enclosure thereto).

Concerning the matter of the federal charter of the KWVA, the chief
obstruction to favorable passage each year has been Representative
John Hostettler, of Indiana, the state wherein the National Headquarters
of The American Legion is located.

As one peruses the various congressional websites one is struck by the
“mom, apple pie, flag, and church” nature of Representative Hostettler's
website http://www.house.gov/hostettler/ That is what make it so hard to
reconcile Representative Hostettler's year after year insistence on
treating American veterans of Korean War and Service (now stretching
1950-2005, going on 2006, the war is not over!)—approximately 6.5
million of us—as undeserving second class soldiers. In a similar vein,
the obstinate attitude of another Hoosier, Representative (Col, AUS,Ret)
Steve Buyer, on this matter is just as harmful.
http://stevebuyer.house.gov/.

These two men, right there in Indiana, are the principal reasons that the
Korean War Veterans Association has been denied a federal charter,
otherwise passed, via sponsors and co-sponsors in the last session. Mr.
Hastert and the “leadership” haven’t been any help, either.

“Korean War and Korea Service Veterans —
A Continuity of Service in the Defense of Freedom.”
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Dechert to Bock
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| am requesting all KWVA members and other veterans in Indiana to personally appear in uniform
and in groups at each of Mr. Hostettler's and Mr. Buyer’s district offices this week, November 27-
December 3 and clearly indicate their impatience at this undeserved discrimination. We will
appreciate any local and national assistance that the Legion may provide. (Offices, see enclosure)

Tom, | note that you are a veteran of the Vietnam War. | am absolutely certain that you are well-
aware of the manifestations of unfair hostile treatment which Vietnam Veterans, as a class,
encountered. | am not only a Korean War veteran; | am a veteran of four trips to Vietham (9 years,
US Army Special Forces).

| well remember and very much resent the fact that | had to take a $4,000 corporate course in
order to enter the job market after leaving the Army in 1973: a course on how to manufacture a
personal resume covering half of one’s adult life without ever revealing the taint of military
service. No Wall and no ceremony, anywhere, anytime, and no VA rating or other federal or state
assistance will ever remove that bitter memory.

| tell you this in order to assert that these Korean veterans are being treated just as shabbily in
their quest for equal and fair treatment with other veterans as you and | were as a consequence of
Vietnam service. Despicable and it must end; | hope that | may count on your support in getting it
ended.

Thank you for your consideration and may you experience a great year leading “America’s premier
veterans’ organization.”

Louis T Dechert
National President

encls as
cc: KWVA membership, Cramer, VFW, MOPH, TMC, Price
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DATE: December 26, 2005

TO: Representative Rodney Alexander

FAX NUMBER: 318.322.3577; 318.445-0818; 202.225.5639
REGARDING H.R. 3476

COMMENTS:

Please help us

LR27194
President, KWVA, USA
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COMMENTS:

Please help us

LR27194
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December 26, 2005

The Honorable Rodney Alexander
US Representative

316 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Representative Alexander,

Jimmy Faircloth recently contacted your office on our behalf (S.1512, H.R.3476).
He was unable to reach you directly.

It is a source of GREAT sorrow and defeat to find that the Louisiana Congressional
delegation—my delegation, your delegation—has refused to exert themselves on the
behalf of the 5 to 8 million veterans of the 55 year old Korean War. | was perplexed to
note that you did not support our organization in your previous term, either.

We find it very difficult to understand why our organization—the only national veterans
organization presently headquartered in Louisiana, a Louisiana business, our funds in
Louisiana banks, our expenses and purchases bringing gain to Louisiana—is treated
as lower than second rate veterans by your colleagues. This is not right.

Please provide me with a written explanation on behalf of you and your colleagues that
| can distribute to our Louisiana citizens and to my members across the nation and
around the world as to why this unjustified rebuff continues. Time is growing short—we
are losing 250 or more Korea veterans a day; must we all die before this injustice is
righted?

Your colleagues, Mr. Sensenbrenner and Mr. Hostettler have on occasion referred to a
“moratorium” on federal charters. The facts seem to indicate other (Encl #1). | urgently
request that you prevail upon the Republican leadership in the House to right this
injustice, THIS SESSION. | am also enclosing a copy of my letter to other national
veterans groups on this matter (Encl#2).

Thank you for doing the right thing in this matter.

encl: as
cc: Faircloth, Burkhart, Price,
Hutton, Board of Directors

Louis T Dechert
National President

“Korean War and Korea Service Veterans —
A Continuity of Service in the Defense of Freedom.”
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SOME MORATORIUM

Per our conversation, the following Organizations, dates, and membership that have been chartered by

the US Congress since 1990:
1) African American PTSD Association: March 8, 2002 (2,141)
2) Air Force Sergeants’ Association: November 18, 1997 (135,000)

3) American Gl Forum of the United States: August 13, 1998 (50,000)
4) Fleet Reserve Association: September 23, 1996 (135,000)
5) Military Order of the World Wars: October 23, 1992 (11,200)

6) The Retired Enlisted association: October 23, 1992 (67,000)

End #1
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November 27, 2005

National Commander Thomas L Bock
The American Legion

Post Office Box 1055

Indianapolis, IN 46206

Dear Commander Bock,

| appreciated your remarks at Arlington and the chance to personally
meet you on the stage and then at the reception. Please extend our
appreciation to the Legionnaires (and | am one of them) for the hosting
of the VDNC and its activities this year.

There are two matters on which | would appreciate your assistance—
they both require relatively quick responses by the national staff. Both
matters are discussed in the enclosure (and the enclosure thereto).

Concerning the matter of the federal charter of the KWVA, the chief
obstruction to favorable passage each year has been Representative
John Hostettler, of Indiana, the state wherein the National Headquarters
of The American Legion is located.

As one peruses the various congressional websites one is struck by the
“mom, apple pie, flag, and church” nature of Representative Hostettler's
website http://www.house.gov/hostettler/ That is what make it so hard to
reconcile Representative Hostettler's year after year insistence on
treating American veterans of Korean War and Service (now stretching
1950-2005, going on 2006, the war is not over!)—approximately 6.5
million of us—as undeserving second class soldiers. In a similar vein,
the obstinate attitude of another Hoosier, Representative (Col, AUS,Ret)
Steve Buyer, on this matter is just as harmful.
http://stevebuyer.house.gov/.

These two men, right there in Indiana, are the principal reasons that the
Korean War Veterans Association has been denied a federal charter,
otherwise passed, via sponsors and co-sponsors in the last session. Mr.
Hastert and the “leadership” haven’t been any help, either.

“Korean War and Korea Service Veterans —
A Continuity of Service in the Defense of Freedom.”
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Dechert to Bock
November 27, 2005

| am requesting all KWVA members and other veterans in Indiana to personally appear in uniform
and in groups at each of Mr. Hostettler's and Mr. Buyer’s district offices this week, November 27-
December 3 and clearly indicate their impatience at this undeserved discrimination. We will
appreciate any local and national assistance that the Legion may provide. (Offices, see enclosure)

Tom, | note that you are a veteran of the Vietnam War. | am absolutely certain that you are well-
aware of the manifestations of unfair hostile treatment which Vietnam Veterans, as a class,
encountered. | am not only a Korean War veteran; | am a veteran of four trips to Vietham (9 years,
US Army Special Forces).

| well remember and very much resent the fact that | had to take a $4,000 corporate course in
order to enter the job market after leaving the Army in 1973: a course on how to manufacture a
personal resume covering half of one’s adult life without ever revealing the taint of military
service. No Wall and no ceremony, anywhere, anytime, and no VA rating or other federal or state
assistance will ever remove that bitter memory.

| tell you this in order to assert that these Korean veterans are being treated just as shabbily in
their quest for equal and fair treatment with other veterans as you and | were as a consequence of
Vietnam service. Despicable and it must end; | hope that | may count on your support in getting it
ended.

Thank you for your consideration and may you experience a great year leading “America’s premier
veterans’ organization.”

Louis T Dechert
National President

encls as
cc: KWVA membership, Cramer, VFW, MOPH, TMC, Price
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